
On your CD-ROM:
• Design Works. Create c

technical illustrations w
• Worms — The Director's
• Even more Imagine 4.0

Plus!
Utilities, mods, graphics, gi mes, d

No CD—ROM? Ask your Newsagent!
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A whole office on,a OD

High-octane spreadsheet action

ehroary 1997 E5.99 HSS13 50.122,500.ASCH235 B111520 •11125.11

Amazing Albox super-computer is
Expert opinions and predictions in
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VideoCDMPEG Decoder
Only!! t  195.99

Reg VlidooCta compatible SCSI CD Rom.
Video CD's all L I 4.99
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LOW COST DELIVERY
• 2 4  Week Days £ 3 . 9 9
ONextWeek Day t 5 . 9 9

1

•Saturday Delivery L I  5.00
Delivery sohyea to stock oveitobekty
S HO WRO O M ADDRESS:
FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE, •

DEPT. CU, UNIT 3, ARMLEY PARK CT.
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C D  R O M  D rives /V ideo  C D
Ultra CD ROM Drives

4 X  069 .99
8 X  099 .99
10 £ 2 1 9 . 9 9
Kit No Drive

LI 19.99
Quid,  & Easy to  insta ll. I t s via  the  inte rna l I DE

Connector, does not Interfere with existing HD

External SCSI
CD ROM Drives

D ua liQua d S CS I C D  R OM
•  Qua lity  Sanyo Drive
•  OV A, Interna l P S U I T W
•  Fast SCSI Transfer Rates
•  11 Month Warranty

- A  S CS I C ontr ol le r  is Required to  connec t D r i v e

Hi-Soft SMD- 100

Lots M or t Available

Internal SCSI CD ROM D
te
r i
9
v
.
e
99
s

Sanyo 254V xt Speed
Toshiba  3201014f speed £ 1 7 5 .9 9
NECCDR-I410.aspeed E197_99

SCSI Controllers
GYP 4008+ f Oktagon SCSI £99.99
' igloo Annan., AWKAMOISCIPconeree len
Sq ui rrell' SU rf SquirrelL45•00/L75.00

Cn11.014ekke••

_1•11111111MIL
C onsumables

Squirrel I/face,

Surf Squirrel N
i
t
_

• H I  speed serial port .
1
1
1
1
1
/
1
.
.

• SCSI-111 interface
• Auto t i n e  HD 6 .  4

1 7 9
. 9 9

k a nk na l  a l e  eal n o b *

t99.99
Squirrel

•  scs1-11 interface

R A M Expansion/Accelerators

Ri bbon
,
,

Citizen SeolftlABC mono / I  99
C nit en SwilVes 111C colour C  12_99
Star LC90 mono obleon L 4 1 9
Star LC 1 0
1
1 0 0  
n u n
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3 .
1
1
9

Star LC I 01100 c Hour C 7 . 9 /
Star LC21(k cacao 1 1 3 4 9
Star LC2.40t mono 6 1 , 9 9
Star LC240 mono t 0 . 9 9
Stem LC24.I 011001300 Cohan t  3.99
I te
,
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P R E M I E R - I N K
C a r t r i d g e  Refi l l s

5 gee a Conione in running two  mice pow Ink
, lanklala i . 4  Conk l i n O ld/  n i t h the  HP Da v i e .ce rn ,  C aeon 1 .11A'AlitA420Q011

,
20 (ii I A
s t or 1141, Ca n c . .  P r o , :  and nInskr anknra

Pul l  tank. .  nr col our.  aval labio.
Siegle refills ( 2 2 m 1 )  l 6 • 9 9
Tern. reeks ( e a r o l )  1 1 2 . 9 9
Three colour kit (6.6m1 1 9 . 9 9
Full colour kit ( 5 1
,
0 1 1  
2  
7 . 9 9

Bulk ( 1  25red) t  24 99
Laser Pr inter  Supplies

Hewle tt Padoird Laseileit S i ( 6 9  19
Hewle tt Packard laserjet SP t  15.99
Hewlett Packard Laserjet 4L ( 6 2 9 9
H. Packard Lje t 41111S.14)N L 9 9 . 9 9
Carton UP11-460 Toner ( 1 9 . 9 9

LisHir printer supplies fur all rnalorn I  c ur e r s

Ink Cartridges
Conon aj ill..Star SPIS W e e
Canon optiort3o 0 1 . 9 9
Can o n  RO O  0  p e e k) L  1 2 .99
C a n.*  • IC 70 mono (3 path)  ( I  0.99
C an o n  S I C 7 0  c 0101er ( 3 p ack) L  I 7 .9 9
Canon SIC 4000 r plain' lungle)  t  16.19
Canon LUC 4000 Memo (single) i  6. 99
Canon SIC 4000 mono high cap. 1 . 1 8  .9/
Canon 1.1C 600e rfflOdle..0 0 I- i  II 9 91L 7 .99
C a l i . .  P r i n .
,
.  
m o n O l t
e l .  
( 5
9
9

HP. Desejm 340 nkank ( 1 1 . 9 9
HP.Deskset SIX) isioneicol. l22 .99 ) L24 .99
HP. Desidet 640 monoit al- L28.991625. 99
HP Deatie t •  sOC monokol. C17_49/424.99
Epson Stylus morin'col. ( 1 3 .9 1 1 1 t2 7 .9 9
Epson Stylus Col, II, mono/cal 1 1 . 9
1
9 1 2 4 . 1 9
Epson Stylist 100  CeiClinek al. L I  5 .
1
3 i / 2 4 1 1 i
Star SI144 monoitoloortitnglel 1 1 _ 9 9
Primer Dust Corer& L 0 . 9 9

Paper
Fanfold tr a c tor  feed)  SOO sheets 1 6 . 9 9
Fanfold tr a c tor  feed) ! 000 sheets i  I 2.49
Fentokl( tractorfeed)  2000 sheen ( 2 1 . 4 9
Single sheet S OO sheets
Single sheet 1 0 0 0  sheets
Single sheet 1 0 0 0  s neeti
Epson Stylus120dpi paper pack
H, Packard Glossy paper pack ( I 0)
High quality ha r e  Paper (500)

E ;1.99
I2A9

(21,49
L 13.99
(9.99

/10.99

Disks

Bulk DSDD
10*( 3 .49  1 0 0  D e f t
3 0 * ( 9 1 9  2 0 0  4149.91
S 0*114.99 S ( 14) 0611
Branded DSDD
10x (4.99 1 0 0 • 1 . 4 6 . 1 9
30 x 13 .99  2 0 0 . 0 6 9 9
SON 1.21.19 5 0 0 s  I  n i l
Bulk DSHD
1 0 . L3.99 1 0 0
30 a L I 0.99 2 0 0  W e l
SO L1 6 .9 9  5 0 0  cLIIIIII
Branded DSHD
10 atS .99 1 0 0  m (4499
30 a LIS .99 2 0 0
SO *  (21.99 5 0 0 . 1 1 6 1 1 /
D isk la be ls s500 Lt.19
Disk labels x I 000L91,

Late Night Opening
Wednesday  & Thursday

till 1.30prn

Hardware

First Starter Pack
•  A l  200 dust cover
•  la a DSOD disks + labels Al l  for
•  Top qua lity  joystick o n l y

•  De luxe  mous.'  m a t t  t h  C I  0•  3 c •  I 200 games I  7  • 7  7

Amiga
Al200

MagicPack
Wo rd wO rch  VISE. De taHnine ,

Ortaninge , I  ogignicak 3.5, Pe rsonal
Peed 6
1
6 .4 . 
P h
o t o
g e
n i c
,  
1
.
1
S
E
,

Mama& Whirr.

Very Limited Stocks
Available, Early

Purchase Recommended L369.99
M 1 4 3 8 S Monitor Only!! *L259.99,..rno
b
r7pt
t
-

The PrimaATOM PSU
Heavy Duty PSU L69-99

•  cotnorCo•Ordinated Casing.
•  H i g h  Qua lity  200 W a tt  PSL1.

•  4  a The  P ower  of Std. A m iga  P S U -
1 1 5 ; / V a r ,
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PRIMA

Hard Drives
2_5" Har d Disk Dr ives

IDE S C S I
SIOMb...L I 11.99 270Mb....199.9c
050Mb..1113.99 540M1,...1 1 49.99
I ,08Gig.t160.99 1.06Gig..(24919
2.1 Gig-1229,99 2.1 Gig..13 I 9,99

Build Your Own
SCSI Hard Drive

L •  SCSI case with built In PSLI L69.99

•  SCSI Hard Dr ive, Se le tt fr ont a b o .
•  SCSI S quirrel Inte r fa c e L4 S .0 0
•  1
2 
M
o
n
t
h  
W
a
r
r
a
n
t
y
.

2 5 "  Ha r d Dr ives for  A600,
A I 200 w i th instal lation ki t

inc. software. screws. cables
and imtructions

(gSeagate ruitrsu ccxxrn
SOMb L 7 9 . 9 9  I 30Mb....L94.9 -
110Mb_t99.99 250Mb..t1 19.9
340M13.1 I 29.99 540Mb-1149.9"
8 1 0 M b.i 189.99 I  _OGig..42 19,99

LS" Hard Drive Install Kit e 1
Inc lode s se t up so ftware ,  cab lte  and

inHe le ttions, no Hard  Chie n

supraFAxmodem Modems

o w
Low
rice

P rin ters

ITIZEN

rportster'Vglice
•  14,400 Data/14,400 Fax£98.99
• 33.600 Datall 4 400 Fax

0 0 1 _ 0
•  C t . .  I Fax  P e r s ona l Voice Mail

•  Fax on Demand •  Call Diallirninktinall

Amiga SurnA/are
software pack
-The  c om ple te  softwar e  suit

for  all y our  M ode m  needs.
•N e t  Software •We b  Browser
•Euna ll •IRC - O n ly

Only £29.99
GP Fax Software only L44.99

Full Send and Receive Fax Software for Amiga
Compute rs  wi th  a Fax /Da ta  M ode m ,

Canon
Canon 13
.
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c a .  engem 710
Canon BlIC4100Colotw (2 2 2 .9 9

C 0 4 0 1 0
,
0 0 4  
U l d .
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Canon 131C4100Colour 1 2 5 4 1 9
•••••••••••••... Will. Pinorei AseHin Cart O rion.
Canon 8IC620 Colour £ 3 4 6 .9 9
ral  ! U A W  rogeokongwinotec owner

KtOlf
1311•11312111N1

Li i  CBi l m,  i t a t o  .3 3 ,133.vesevelitp

ABC Colour  pr inter  £ 1 2 9 . 9 9
laanklo aa nakraa AMC )013 I ndi a  pin pantoTO.
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t e a . .  t  0 *  aln•. •
Au t o  gl oa t  I na t te r, HP b e a k , .  •I nadanan.

r c i  HEWLETT*
EA PACKARD

HP 400 C olour  L I  54.99
P.c.4....4coh0004,I .0.0. Me Plie eel CM
HP 660 Colour £ 2 2 9 . 9 9
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S t a r  I C 9 0  l pin mono .  S W A M I  egii Conon printore m ewooketor
AW *Al% in, puck treetee ...lie n ., .  . .  H P 0 1 0  Colour  1 0 9 S . 9 9
S tar  L C 240C 14 inn CoHo
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St ar S I I 44cenni i  139.99 4 , w , ,  ese se
H P SL Laser printerAIF bun/ ai .

4  1 4 1  
O H . .

(

C e n.. Cneernal o  Ai der p . c . . .  Ho  ivn ire s H P  6 P L ase r p ri n te ,

Pliaboties

PRIMA V34+ Fax
Modem

Amazing Pr iceTer for i i  mice
4133.6 Baud Rate•Class I  Fax

• BABT 81 CE approved.

Onlymt I 19.99
comp..,e with tablet Amiga  N-comm Software

Amiga SurtWare bundle when
purchased viptpAnyAodem

only...L 1 Y . Y Y
Bargains
- V32Bis 14.4 Fax Modem £49.99
V22Bis 240019600 ModenVFax

Modern Accessories
Phone Line Extension Cables...
5M.L6.99 10M.L8.99 ISM.L10.99
Dual Socket Adaptor t 6  9 r)

( 601.99

EM.W1
Stylus SOO Colour  £ 2 4 9 . 9 9
lae rle t. te rn  Skek. le e le cionn
,Stylus 200 Colour  ( 1 7 9 . 9 1
M AW. 1-Spoire gawk 1 ppm Coo...
Stylus 200 £ 1 3 9 . 9 9

apsysppe Slack, tenon S haa
,
sacacco.

S tylus Fro 1 3 0 6 . 9 9
'W h i n e  lip
,
.  
k k o t o
- k n a l  
n a s
a l l
y  
• n
A p
a a

Epson GT- 5000 Scanner 1339.99
I n a ,  Weal Al  Coanar l i a / k od St a mm,
Epson GT-8500 St miner £479.99

An N1100 NIUMI AA P1.20.4 Seance.
Miscellaneous

Printer S e.til, eon 2 way
Printer Switch 913Z 3 way
Printer Stands (Universa)
i M e tr e  pewter table
3 Metre printer table
S Metre printer cable
I t Metre printer table

arallei port eat, cable

L I 2 9 9
(1 7 .9 9
44.99
£4.99
t6.1P9
L8.99

E12.
1
/9

f 9.99

'Studi o 2 New version 211

L a T S
".
;
purchased with a Printer

Multi-Sync
14" 1438s..

14115 M onitors /in
17" 1764
17" 1701

New
Amiga

Monitors
Monitors
..1.269.99
M akin Spe

L579•99
£529.99 ,••

Disk Drives

£151.99
•4 ( 1 3  a . . . a . m .
,
.  r a w  
l a  
l a • • a r a  
, d r a m
s _

Zip MCA% Driver Software Stets
Zip & jars Drives.... ....... C16.99

Amiga External drive £44.99
Amitek I.76Mbdrive £69.99
A 1200/600 internal drive £39.99
A500500+Int,i-r-wdrive £39.99

Al200 RAM
Expansion

Al 200  I MB RAMSpecialprice1I1.69.99
Al 200  2 MB RAM £ 7 4 . 9 9
Al 200  4 MB RAM £ 7 6 . 9 9
Al 200  8 MB RAM £ 9 3 . 9 9
Al 200  I MB/ 33Mhz  Co Pro L 9 5 . 9 9
Al 200  2 MBI 33Mhz  Co Pro £ 1 0 0 . 9 9
Al 2 0 0 4  MB133Mhz Co Pro L I  OL99
Al 2 0 0 8  MB/ 33Mhz  Co Pro £ 1 2 0 . 9 9

PRIMA

MASSI VE PRI CE R E D U C T I O N S
Mb 72 Pin SI MM

4 Mb 72 Pin SI MM
8 Mb 72 Pin SI MM
I 6 Mb 71 pin SI MM
I Mb 30 pin SIMM
256)(4 DRAM

£14.99
LI 7.99
£ 3 2
.
9 9
£75.99
L 13.99

( P r o
-
1 1 )
( 4 . 9
9

( Accelerator Cards )
Viper1I-33 L 1 2 9 . 9 9
Up to 1 latalt RAM, I - P TJ .o . .k e t& a l
C k dlBlizzard 1230-50Mhz E l  59.99
upi41/11MID RAM FPLI Sachet& RTC dodo
Blizzard 1260-50 L5 7 9 . 9 9
Up to 64116 RAM MMUS FPU I  AT Dom
Blizzard SCSI Module C139.99
68882-33Mhz PLCC 1.3411
68882-50Mhz PGA 0 9 . 9 9

(A5001600 RAM Expansion
A500 512k RAM no clock 119,99
AS00+ I Mb RAM ( 2 9 . 9 9
A600 1 Mb RAM no cloc k 1
2 9 . 9 $
Par t exchange available

on your  old memory.

F

II

F
F



I
D
u
a
n
t
u
m

VIDI Amiga 24 (RT)+
Colour  Real Time

Amiga video
capture system

•  Composite  A SVHS inputs
•  T i m e  Lam* remote grabbing
•  IIM P .TIFF & PCX File Support.
•  L e n d lyre 14 Ilot IOW &Anitert

L 1 3 9 . 9 9

VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) Pro
Professional Colour
Real Time Amiga

video capture system
•  Consposit•  & SVMS enputs
•  16 .7  million t know r  abblog
•  • M P TIFF, PC X, MAIM,
•  Pmemong tontroli & 4ects

E219.99 •

•  Compatilde with VMS I  SVMS.
•  Save & load in Issultspke Ille formats
•  S upport for no-tsnd memory X a g .  Manton 104
•  Additional teletext tliellbee• I  •  Sf45, tree memory•  t o - ,  meview

1129.99 4
Music
Technosound
Turbo 2 Pro

I 2 bit Stereo Sampler plus
many more  advanced features

- A  bargain at , ) , , , , 1 2 9 . 9 9

Mega-Lo-Sound
B b. t di rett-S 0-11116A sampler

Great value only., £ 2 4 . 9 9

Ay, ProMIDI
Interface

SMIDI in. MIDI thru & 2 •  M IDI out

&Compeller.. nott di M IDI so§wareonly!! L I 7.9
2 x 3metre MIDI  cables £9.99

AURA 16/8
L74.99/L29.99

Octamed compatible
16 or 8 bot stereo direct.to-disk

PCMCIA samplers

I(

OctamedSound Studio
Latest vPrsillt
, 1 1 1  
t h e  
b e s t

moor making program for the Aims. L 2 2  . 9  9 A

Genlock 290
•r

•  a aaaaatunntniaratip ta•atart••• I t o . , • liar uuale• uutput sibunt
•  autimpartatisua • • • • ,  .
4
1 4 1 3 4

£639.99

Genlock 292

• y A a n
•  W u + ,  uu •ackos•a  a 0  3. .1 abaaua
•  b • • • • •  tat•tuula tarqueauottia•mtlann/wei
•  1 •4 4 , •ta t i •ut  puma ,  w a l l ,

.
•  
'

• Sol . . 1
• ever i ins k  unuoi  otos• Donal...ranee •0133•4tat
•  laul tutaa44-3 aa-a4a• ,
-
0 0
,
f

£264.99
A-Cut

£99.99
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Entry level Genlock
1

Peripherals
Wizard 560-dpi
Amiga Mouse
£12.49

Alfa Data 400-dpi
Mega Mouse+

t  12.99
2 Button Mega-Mouse Et9,99

Mousemat 4mm £ 2 . 4 9
Zip Stick joystick £ 9 . 9 9
Roboshiftmo..*fm.kw,tcl, 49.99
Amiga joystick £ 7 . 9 9
Amiga Contol Pad £ 9 . 9 9
Kickstart 2.0412.05 £24.99
CIA 8520A1/0 chip C18.99
FPU 25mhz PLCC £29 .99
FPU 33mhz PLCC £ 3 4 . 9 9

.pecial
Offer

Blitz Basic2.1
P ,poiar  BAS IC pi.,gt,tr unin.
y
:

language for all Arn iga'se
Special offer
£29.99

17L
Amiga Modulator

£34.99

AlfaData
Crystal Trackball
Only..134.99

Amiga PSU
134.99

Zydec Speakers
Z yF i - 2 - 126 . 99
ZyFi Pro 457 .99

rer
Prima PSU

200watts of Power
4x Standard PSU Power 4 6 9 . 9 9 ,Special

OfferBlitz Basic Vista Lite-3
Vista Pro Lite

Requires 2Mb of Ram
a Hard Disk With

Kickstart 2.04 or above

muted 0 er

Graphics
New!! Epson GT-5000

• 414 foams name,

, . .
, . .
N l
o

•  NO no ,oria son *utak ..
•  ant Pc too,  a et s nano
,
.

£339.99

•  111-abructunai •Bar4liel •  SCSI  luimatzta•
da.•  •  PUdaqui scannu•r

•  401 o u t i t a t  mu .  reatutuainta
•  4I •13 •aaa .. . . .  3-at „ . .  -4•1,

-,ta,aata

• w e e d s  r d i a tove v i o
o u e  n e nn *  arever simony mnta •

laultro•tuanul e a r s .  a abataEpson GT8500
•  0  alar• 1 a 0 0 4 1 3
3
m . y  I  
S t _ b a  
o n o
-
t n .

•  Al  tatatbott airman..

•  I M O  tat• oui put  ruanautuala
•  S O  d u i  e t • S tA i  I m o  r i . 1 1 , 1 • • ‘ , ,

E n t i .  Only.1479.99
Epson GT-9000

£755.99
4
. Epson Flatbed Scanner
Software & Cable...459,99

Hand Scanners
p o te r
c
§
k e
n ,
y
4 .  
£ 8
9 .
9 9

..S6 psc o n  A g a s  gle ta le  non ACA
Power Scan Col. L I  74.99
24 Mt colour sumer. 16 7 indoor tokens

£39.99

*Money Matters 4

Mini Office

Final Writer 5
Word Processor/Publisher

Latest version of this award
winning software

only!! £72. 99
Final Writer Lite
Requires kiclista rt 2.04 or above,
2Mb of Ram and F lo p p y Drive ,
Hard Drive  installable If desired.

Wordworth 6 CD
• •Any Amiga 2.04 or hien •

•  IMb of Memory

a • C D  Reno Wive •  140elm 1
E
3 9  9 9

b
,  
4
1
,
0
:
4  
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d
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Wordworth 6 Office CD
•Worderterth 6 •Datasture 2 • D e t
p
a n i s e r  I

L4 .99
Integrated

Package•Vienienitentir •Spreedshem
• Databate •Graphees• DM  Utilities£46.99

Final Data £39.99
•  Bequeres Wrirkbent h 13  or more
1Mb of memory & I  Poppy drive.

Twist 2 £74.99
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Graphics Software
NewPhotogenics 2 CD

24-Bit

Photogeues

Graphics Manipulation
Requires 2chipi4 fast

RAM minimum,
Hard Dis4t &

CD Rom Drive .
it_start 3.0 or higher.
only!! £89 .99

Cinema4D
4169.99

Amiga Ray-Tracing software
Req. 3Mb of RAM, and
Kickstart 2 0 ,  higher.

Scala MM400
4279.99
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X- CAD 2000 £ 9 . 9 9
Vista Pro Lite £ 4 . 9 9
Full Retail Box and Manuals
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New loatorei Otoirriatton Support. Nem Edetts System,

Verona/Images Plus More

Buy Weird Science Network 2 CD &
CD•32, Serial Network Cable.

For only.435,99
New!! EPIC M/M Encyclopedia 425 . 99
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Inc. Wordworth 4 1 0 . Final Write r 4 SE.
10,000 Fonts and 5.000 Clips and more.
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Long awaited New version of this very popular

CO. The latest PD from 2 Libraries.

Octarned Sounds Studio CD t22.99
Totally revamped mew version of this top telling CD,

includes endless now And irreprovod feature.
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Editorial
In w i th  the  ne w  as they
say, and in that spirit we're
kicking off our first issue of
1997 with a look to the future.
the A\Box. This exciting new
machine from Phase 5 looks

like it could have the same impact that the
A1000 did when it was launched over ten
years ago. Take a look at our feature on
page 18 for an insight into what it may hold
for us all. As for the fate of the official
Amiga, see this month's news for details of

the latest twist in the long running saga,
The concluding part of our Design For a
Living feature is also here with sound
advice for all budding professional 3D ani-
mators. And don't forget our unrivalled
game reviews and technical tests, along
with the ever-popular Workshop section.

Cover Feature
2 2  A m a z i n g  At Bo x
Read all about the stunning new machine that
looks set to kickstart a whole new era in creative
state of the art computing. Phase 5's A\Box should
wipe the floor with the current crop of Mac and
PC clones, But don't just take our word for it, find
out what the big players on the Amiga scene think
of it and the impact it could have_

2 9  De s i g n  F o r  a  L iv in g  P a r t  11
The second and final part of our guide to get-
ting a job in computer graphics. This month we
concentrate on the world of 3D computer ani-
mation. What skills should you be honing? How
can you make an impressive showreel? Where
can you find out about job vacancies? Do they
use Imagine in Hollywood? All these questions
and more are answered on page 29.
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8  D es ig n  W o r k s
All the power of a top structured drawing sys-
tem combined with a user interface that's a
piece of cake to use. Design Works is just the
job for all kinds of design and illustration pro-
jects, from technical drawings to DTP clipart
creation and more, It's all here, fully featured
and ready to go.

8  M i n s k i e s  F u rb al ls
Drawing on the classic Tetris theme for inspi-
ration, Minskies Furballs is one of those
games you just can't put down. An addictive
arcade-puzzler of the highest calibre.

1 4  Su p e r  C D
-
R O M  7
Once again we bring you the best monthly
CD-ROM on the scene, full of top shareware,
Imagine extras, mods, utilities, graphics and
everything from the floppy disk edition too!
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Cover disk 1 5 0
Design Wor ks
Before you go any further, write
protect your disk. Boot from
your hard drive or Workbench
disk as normal and insert the
Design Works cover disk.
Installation of Design Works is
very straight forward. Click on
the install icon and follow the
on-screen instructions and
you can't go far wrong. If  you
want to install it  to a floppy

you'll have to have one formatted
previously. The first screen gives you the option to select

your level of expertise, which allows you to have some control
of the installation process. Unless you have any good reason
to do otherwise, select an easy option as this will save you
effort. Click proceed until you are then asked where you want
the Design Works directory installed. If you want to install to
floppy, insert the formatted disk and click on Show Drives.
Now select the destination from the list of drives. Make sure
you don't select a disk with a space in its name as this may
confuse the software! The installer will chug away for a few
moments and then inform you that Design Works is ready to
use. Single drive users will have a few disk swops to endure.

You'll also find directories on the disk containing support
files for the Imagine and Wired World tutorials.
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IF YOUR DISK/CD W O N 'T  LOAD
We go to great trouble to eosore that the Cll Amiga Magatine cover disks will work on common Amiga mod-
els. Howeyet if pm do experiesice mohlems follow this simple guide
17 Remove all anancessary opgrades and peripherals. such as mutters and modems Same trapdoor
expassints can also cause problems.
2_ follow the instructions on this and atavisms pages exactly.
3: COltraCt or 3.5 loch disk people:17ISKXPRESS, 7 WILLOW COURT, IOURION INDUSTRIAL PARA ROURION-ON•THE•
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SEA. Tel; 11451 1107111 Einail110714.3340)composerve.con
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CU Amiga Magazine Disk Returns. DiSILXPRISS. 7 WILLOW COURT, BOURION INDUSTRIAL PAH( BOORION•ONI-THI-
MIER, GIOUCESTIRSHIRE 0154 MO. TR: 11151 111711.
Me also mannish( tiros check out cover disks on a branded virus checker. II same escape out attentee two
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TYPE OF AMIDA OPINED:  D I S K  NOHOW

DESCRIBE EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU TRY TO LOAD THE DISK:
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Cover d isk  1 5 1
minskies Furballs

CU Amiga Magazine are
delighted to announce that we
have the exclusive demo of this
great Tetris clone for you to try
out. Minskies Furballs from
Binary Emotions is one addictive
game, once you've tried it it
just won't be able to stop.
Minskies works on all Amigas
with 1Mb and getting the
cover disk to run couldn't be
simpler. All you have to do is
put cover disk 151 into your
Amiga turn it on. Voila: you've
got two levels of Minskies to
play around with.

The control is simple to get the hang of. Using
either a joystick or the keyboard, the aim of the game is to get as
many of the little coloured cats in groups of four or more. To move
the blocks around use the cursor keys or right or left on your joy-
stick. And to spoil your fun a little and makes things a bit trickier,
your opponent will lob a few fish and grey bricks at you just to make
things difficult. You've also got some weapons and protection
devices at your disposal. To access a weapon just press fire, up, ALT
and Amiga.

We got the
exclusive review of
Minskies Furballs on
page 36 of this 0
0 6
.
issue of CU Amiga
Magazine so
turn there
straight away if you want
to find out more about this
great game.
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ana /1/tucFreezes Framesr
e Cool way to Grab Images on your Amiga

Grab images with
your camcorder

incruding S
-
V HS

Or. Take a Signal from
TV with SCART output.

de, Use the signal from
your satellite recerver.

or, Grab TV or video
pictures from your
VCRs video output
including S-VHS

ProGrab is just
E129.95...
ProGrab 24RT Plus

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms
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Daytime Phone:

ProGrab Plus' 3  El 29 95 E
PCMCIA interface 3 E39 95 E

ProtePu Teletext Decoder 0 Eitil 95 E
Standard Stereo Sarno& 3 E19 95 E

Hi-Fi Stereo Sampler 3 E24 95 E
Standard Delkiery E7 /2/3 Working Days.' E 7 . 00

Or an addnonal kJ or Nut  Working Day DeOvery  I
TOTAL E

Card No

Valid FromExpiry Date
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The revolutionary S-VHS ProGrabna 24RT Plus with Teletext is not only the best way to get
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either five broadcasts or taped recordings, it

also costs less than any of its rivals. This rear t ime PAUSECAM/NISC• 24•Bit colour frame
grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of image grabbing on the Amiga and, at the same
time, has received rave reviews for its ease of use and excellent quality results. ProGrabTM
has earned honours from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines too!

And... with ProGrae you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology, a
simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results - Real T ime, a f t e r  t ime.

STAGE 1...
'),Ject any video source with S-VHs or composite output. This

Could be your camcorder, IV with SCAM' output, satellite
receiver. dornesbc VCR/player or standard IV signal passing

through your VCR/player._ the choice is yours.
STAGE 2...

With ProGraM software, select an image you
wish to capture using the on screen preview
window and Grab lbecause the hardware grabs
frames in real time, there S no reed for a freeze

frame facility on the source deacefi.
Once grabbed, simply download

and view the full irnage on your
Amiga screen. ProCvab also

40-1 '  i n c l u d e s  @ Teletext vemng
are cawing facility from TV or satellite scurceS.

STAGE 3...
Use the grabbed image with your favourite word
processor DTP or graphics package.

ProGrab really does make
it that s;mpiel
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i Release 2.6rt software now includes_
• ADOITIChIAL TELETEXT FACILITIES Wo n  MINN Te rtednal o r Sad d e r IV  sgrumb•
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Those directories in full

Vertical Flip

Open Polygon

Italics

Soap to Grid

Horizontal Flip

Closed Polygon

Paste Right

Transform Menu

Opea.tlose Polygon

ILAckIllnleck Object

Drawing Menu

Rectangle

Freehand

Teat Menu

Select Font

Left Align

Centre

1-I.'2 Spacing

Selection Menu

Object to boat

Object forward One

Rotate

Select All

Bounded Line

Ellipse

Bold

Underline

Right Align

Single Spacing

Double Spacing

Object to Back

Object Back One

Align Objects

Cut

W h a t  is Design Works?
Design Works is wha t is known as a structured drawing
package. I t differs from standard paint packages such as
Personal Pa int and DPaint in tha t instead of producing the
image pixel by pixel, i t produces i t mathematically. Wha t
this means is tha t you can display or print i t a t any size or
resolution wi thout it losing detail and sharpness. I t is ideal
for making maps and diagrams, which i f you've ever tried
making on a standard paint program you will k now can
look abysmal when printed, however good they  looked on
the screen. I t's  also well suited to producing signs, sym-
bols, banners, technical drawings and designs up to 50
inches square. I t can use standard bi tmap graphics too,
allowing shapes and tex t to be overlaid on them. Posters,
invitations, presentations, tape cassette covers -  the  list of
uses is endless.

If you experimented wi th X -CAD 2000 which we gave
away with our November 1996  issue, you will notice tha t
Design Works has certain similarities. Both work  wi th
objects made up of lines. The difference is tha t while  X-
Cad 2000  specialises in precision and accuracy of scale,
Design Works is all about presentation and ease of use.
You wouldn't wa nt to design a house wi th Design Works,
and X -CAD is not the best program for producing giant
birthday cards.

Design Works' real strength is in its user-friendliness.
Almost every feature is available a t a couple of mouse
clicks, and none are diffi cult to use. I f you are familiar
with similar design software, or DTP software, or  even i f
you've used our cover mounted disk or CD of Wordworth,
you are half way there. The basic idea is simple; you are
presented wi th a page on which you can draw, write ,  paste
images to. You can then print i t out on your own printer or
output the page to disk as an image for a repro house to
print Out for you on a superior type of printer. This tutorial
will introduce many of the basic features of the  software.
If you would a further tutoria l or have any specfic ques-
tions about Design Works, please wri te  in and we'l l  do our
best to  answer queries through the  pages of the  magazine.

esign Works is easy to
use but don't be
fooled by the simple
display into thinking

that t ere aren't very many
options. When you first load up
Design Works, you will see a
small toolbox menu and a blank
page. Each of the eight menu
icons in the toolbox brings up its
own sub-menu when selected,
so there are a lot more options
than appears at first glance.

The bars running along the
top and left edges of the blank
page are rulers -  if you have

used any DTP packages or mod-
ern word processors, the con-
cept should be familiar. If not, all
you really need to know is that
they show the exact dimensions
of the printed page, and by
watching the small red cursors
on the two bars which track the
mouse pointer, you can precisely
align your objects.

G e t t i n g  s tar ted
The lus t  thing t o do is to jump
right in and try it out. Select the
Drawing toolbox icon, which
looks like a small pencil, and you
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will be presented with a sub-
menu containing eight tools.
These tools are : Line, Bounded
Line, Rectangle. Ellipse, Open
Polygon, Closed Polygon,
Freehand Shape, Closed
Freehand shape.

These are the basic tools from
which everything you draw will

A The b St wey to tears what the drawing toolboo icons do is to toy
them out

be made. Try each one arid find
out what they do (see figure 1).
Some of the options will go on
drawing Imes. Double-click on
the final point to exit draw mode.

OK, done that? Go to the first
menu in the menu bar at the top
of the screen and select the first
option. New. which will bring up

a nice new sheet for
us to work on. Draw a
rectangle in the mid-
dle of the screen and
then click on the
Selection icon in the
toolbox, which looks
like an arrow. This is
the option which
allows you to resize,
move or generally
mutilate anything you
have drawn. Click on
your rectangle at any
point along the line
and you will see 12
red dots appear

around the rectangle.
Look closely and you
will see that the
dots on the junctions
of the lines are round-
ed and the dots sur-
rounding the shape
are square. These two
different types of
dot serve very
different purposes.

A The pe style ream stirs called up from the palette menu It allows
yeti to change time love width, wits and lime ends

A Once the lime widths aid shape fill colours are set, all you have to
do is draw your shape and this-

I  P O

Reshap ing
Click on one of the round dots on
the bottom of your rectangle. and
hold the mouse button down.
Now you can drag that dot, and
the lines that go to it, anywhere
you want. Drag it down a little
way and then move it under the
other round dot on the bottom
line. When you release the mouse
button, you will have a perfect
right angle triangle. Now grab one

0 1  V .  Fok,

A ...me of by magic. becomes this!

TECH DISK

A Simply add the tent and in a matter Di seconds you ye &mem your-
self an immemsely useful sign

of the square corner dots and try
dragging that. These dots allow
you to stretch the object in any
direction, and if you move them
far enough, you can make the
object flip right over!

There is one more thing you
can do with the selection pointer.
Click on any part of the line and
hold the button down, The outline
will go red. If you move the
mouse pointer around, you will

Continued overleaf la- bm 10



TECH DISK

drag the entire shape with you and
can reposition it where you like.

Colours
Next we are going to move into
colour. Now that you have the
hang of the basic functions, its
time to do a simple project. Close
down any projects you no longer
need and start up a new one.
Select the bottom left icon, the
one which looks like a paint
palette. Select the first icon in the
sub-menu, which looks like a pen-
cil, to call up the pen style
requester (figure 2).

Move the line width slider
along until the number 4 appears
by the side - this should be about
the right line width. Close the
requester in the normal way, and
click on the black colour square in
the sub-menu to set the line
colour to black.

Now click on the Fill Pattern
toolbox icon (next to the Palette
icon), and select the red square.
From now until you change set-
tings, shapes will be drawn in a
black line with a width of four and
will be filled in red.

Ready to start? OK! Back to the
drawing toolbox, select the closed
polygon icon and start drawing a
shape like in figure 3. You don't
have to get the lines to join up
yourself. because after you dou-
ble-click to stop drawing the
shape, the last and first dots you
drew will be joined.

As soon as you have finished
drawing, it will automatically fill in
the shape and thicken the line.
You should end up with some-
thing very like figure 4. If you are
not totally happy with the way the
shane has come out, remember

you can reshape it by dragging the
dots about

Adding text
Click on the Text toolbox icon 1,
big A) and you will see a fairly self-
explanatory sub-menu. By clicking
on the disk icon you can load in a
font. The other icons allow you to
align the text and select bold.
underline or italic. Select a
font preferably a CGFont to
avoid blockiness - in a large size.
40 point would be about right
Click the mouse pointer insidE•
your shape where you want the
text to start and type in a short
message. The text will not wrap.
so when you get to the edge of
the shape. press return to contin-
ue typing on the next line. You can
highlight text and select the centre
aligning tool as I did for the short-
er bottom line (figure 5) to
improve presentation.

Select your text as an object by
clicking on it with the Selection
arrow pointer. Now go to the
Palette and click on a colour, and
the text will change to that colour
If you select the Fill Pattern tool-
box icon, it will change the back-
ground colour of your text, but in
this case leave it as red.

Going fur ther
There are of course a lot more
options we haven't looked at. We
haven't even touched on the
Transform, Zoom and Macros
tools, and there are all sorts of
configuration and control options
you can select from the menu
bar. If you want to dive in and try
them, you should find them quite
intuitive and easy
to understand.

Hints and tips
1. Hold down shift key when drawing a line to lock i t to
90 or  45  degrees. Use the  Settings/Gridsnao and
Settings/Gridsize options from the  menu for  accurate
alignment of objects.
2. To change screen mode, select the  Settings menu. You'll
find the  sub option there. Don't panic whe n i t seems to
ignore you -  you have to select Settings/Save
Settings, then qui t the  program and restart before  the
screenmode changes.
3. The  pen style requester allows you to choose how  your
lines s ta rt and end. Click on the  end icon, change i t to the
arrowhead, and from now on any lines you dra w will
become arrows.
4. Select Project/Drawing Size from the  pul l -down menus
and you can resize the  drawing to make i t fi t on many
pages by  dragging the  page shape which appears in the
requester. Make  i t one page down and seven along. Select
a very big font,  and type a message across the  page. Print
it out for  an instant banner.
5. Insure your printer is properly  set up wi th the
Project/Page Setup menu. Design Works uses the
Preferences printer driver.
6. Select more than one object a t a time  by shift-c licking
on the m or by drawing a square around the m wi th the
Selection pointer (the  arrow).
7. Multiple  objects can be joined toge ther by selecting the
objects you wa nt linked, and then clicking on the  join
icon, the  fourth one down on the  le ft of the  Selection
sub-menu. Joined objects are then treated as a single
object and can all be moved, scaled or modifi ed together.
8. Make  shapes wi th no fi ll colour by selecting the  null  fill
icon from the  Fill Pattern menu -  the  0  wi th a line
through it.  Alternatively, select a fill pa tte rn and the  null
icon in the  Palette menu for a fi lled shape wi th no
coloured outline.
9. Change a colour in the  Palette menu by  double-clicking
on i t to bring up an edit colour requester. Change fi ll  pa t-
terns by double clicking on the  appropriate  pa tte rn icon.
You can draw into the  fill pa tte rn wi th the  currently
selected palette  colour to make your own fills.
10. Use the  Project/ Import option to load in images in IFF,
JPEG, P CX  and other image formats .  These can then be
reshaped and dragged like other objects.
10. Have fun!

Importing image
There is one very important fea-
ture we haven't yet dealt with: the
use of bitmap graphics. This
greetings card project will intro-
duce the subject to you.

Figure 1
First set up the size of your pro-
ject. Select the Projects/Page
Setup option from the pull-down
menu. Select a custom paper size
and type in the dimensions of the
card you are going to print on.
have set up the page for standard
6 by 4 inch card, which makes
pocket size greetings cards.

Now click on the white square
at the top left of the page (not the
screen!) where the two rulers
meet. Drag it half way along the
top ruler, and release. The ruler is
now centred on the middle of the

card where it will be folded. Draw
a one point line down the centre.

Figure 2
Select the Project/Import menu
and choose a picture from the file
requester. Pictures will tend to be
too big when they load in,
because Design Works uses 72
dots per inch as default. Rescale
by clicking on the Transform tool-
menu and then the scale button
or by dragging the corner dots.
Position the pictures, remember-
ing that when the card is folded,
the right half of the page will be
the front. Pictures can be flipped
horizontally or vertically.

Figure 3
Once the pictures are in place, it
is time to apply the text Select

.Nrs

...• •  A MMO. •

the Text tool item, click on the
disk icon and select a font. Use a
simple. easy to read font for the
most important text, as that way
you get your message across
without distracting from the pic-
ture. Reserve decorative fonts for
specific effects.

Position the text cursor where
you want the text and type. Don't
worry if it doesn't look right, after
you have finished you can drag
the text about just like an object.
and you can highlight all or part of

it to make it bold, underlined or
italic, change the size or change
the font. When it's all positioned
to your satisfaction, print it out
fold it, and post it to a pal!
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January Sale Specials Accelerators: '030/33MHz/FPU E 8 9 . 9 5 ,
1
0 4 0 / 3 3 M 1
-
l z ( c o o l )  E 2 4 9 . 9 5 ;  1
0 6 0 / 5 0 M H z

E449.95; 17" Multisync Monitor/Amp/Speakers E499.95; 33.6 Data/fax modems E99.95; SX32MK2 E189.95
200W PSIlls & leads E59.95; 100MB bootable IDE Zip drives E119.95; Amiga Ouickcam interface & s/w

E39.95; 3 months unlimited internet + s/w for E39.95; CDPlus system from E139.95; Al 200's for E199.95!!
The Top-Rated Eyetech CDPlus for the A600
& Al200 4-speed and 8-speed CDROM drives

14. (  a n d  Wue stEZI 3 5  drives.
Ihr I1Jl t rp  D.-o
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T i Z e  
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4- or 8- speed external CDROM  unit in quality
CE-approved case with heavy duty  PSU

t r a p d o o r fr e e fo r acceleratoreI memory
expansion and the PCMCIA s lot free lot digitiser* ,
modems, samplers etc

Option to add additional H D . ,  CORorric
SyCluests. 10E Zips. Jars. ATAP I tape streamers
etc powered from the COPlue unit

Comes with special E yetech 4-device E IDE
buffered interlace board - easily fi tted in minutes
with no cutting/drilling ( N ote  that IDE CDROMS
must Raver be directly  connected to the A l200
without a buttered interlace
Gold pealed audio phono sockets a t rear and front
panel headphone socket and volume control

The Ul nas
MiniTow er
& Desktop

eases
Complete with Click- end- Go insta lis tion software

Considering a PowerStation? The CDPlus is now available with
an alternative, 230W, CE-approved, PC MiniTower or Desktop
case (which can also power your Al200) - for only £25 extra

Al

E X C L U S I V E !  -  A superb Amiga Internet
package from the World's  largest independant
Internet Service Provider - only from Eyetech

the Eyetech GetConnected Internet
upgrade package for  diske tte - only  C o m e g l e l e  Software•
2130'S - tor Aral 0 9 9 .9 5  including VAT A m i c A
,  -rremor, esparwon V32 114.41 modem. a l
cabers and t,.I instalkWion instrucsons
Cerectroentary 21k05 bred disk met
MITSAMpierel• sAs ton Me A r no venstalled
Thom monthe untealted fralemet Web and
anon apeou wan 7 MO of your own World Vide
Wok spec.
Potemet relarence bsce by aoctairned
Otow,rscattons and Mega journalist Wa v e /
Ebwe, Vancist

Many other optics's are available • ring or
send tor further written details - eg:
_Tele 10 V34I2151Kbpo) faxdate modern - C50 03

I.- larger hard -  p i . .  ring
getComaeSed Pio m o d e r n  cables. software
En CD, 3 morels unlimited usage al local cell rates,
l e a ' arri val  SUpp;NI from NET  CIZIM IL ISI El rs 9 5
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,
k mD-I-Y and Bargain Corner

- for those hard-to-find parts for
your Amiga expansion project
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CORM cables cases and Miterecee
I d e a .  buttered BIDE interface 'or 41200 £ 3 9 . 5 5
M i l o  BIDE oa ths . & c a t.  assembly Ice 44000 e 3 9 . 9 5
M imi to 44-way. t 40-way unbuffered IDE nteeacevadaplet £ 1 9 .5 5
2 Ilinsey IDE cable tor 3.5 +
-
D V : P R O M  
- 7 0 k r n  
1 : 9 .
9 5
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Zieffi Resoile-Go A500'600'1200 peu We Naga. mains cables 1:59.95
tirelower q desktop e a .  with 230Wo PSC. CO & HD bays £ 5 1 9 5
be low Cat. loom PSU to enema' H 0 0 0 4
7
1 0 • 4  £ 9 9 5
VGA 23•09 pas miaow tor A503E00'1200 £ 1 2 . 9 5
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Grob Scant • use PC cards at brg-box Amigos £ 1 2 1 . 9 5
Seneaxapluot ethernat Cant a 'Naomi°, 362 -  E 2 1 . 9 5
1,,1' 2oS.2aDE boied & Covers for GG24 E 1 e . 9 5

This Morithe Specials
W e a l  modems wari cases pau . V32 e l akbps fax l  oala Ertil115

Vlii. 33600eps dela, 144000ps No, CE a BART approved E99.95
lol'hy lie BAB edlitat c hi. lEins tor A3003 '386 Were etc e l l  115
AVM:IRAN foods (cloak, SPil Ma) C e s  ss

aiM

L  4 N E I  PAM (old £3595 Ice 31filitz FPU & crystal) C 1 5 9  Ss

tan 9(8 RAM race elike6 fi x 1)611-tr FPI! a cryels1) C 6 9  IS
23K SCSI sety. a cartridges • 1COMB • Special Purchase C144.105

(DE draw -  ICOMI3 - bare dives spear Purchase C 1 1 9 . 2 6
Sere external Soppy tha t.,  amorous, pass-througn connector C39.95
Slew speakers filen.. amp S
p a .  f a r  
C D R O W C O 3
2 2 A l 2 0 0  
C 1 4 .
5 6

OM  C D R OM ..  ImOPS-tl• £ 9 5 5
'

What do the reviewers say?
Amiga User International - 97%

N.., it  all worked _faultlessly
Amiga Format - 96%

"... An absolutely superb bit of kit_'
Amiga Shopper - 90%
"... This is a quality product.."

Amazing Value:
4-speed - only E169_95
8-speed - only E199.95

S pecial P urchase  -  Lim ite d Availability :

Upgradeable 2-speed - just E139.95

i - . •
•
• • •

Amiga Driver Software for Epson
Colour Printers and Scanners

EoPrint for the Stylus ColourillhalPro/
PmX1./200I500/800/1320/1500

ureesevaote osolograoh,c Quality output
'Preferences' A s te r ol
-
a lone  
p r i n t i n g  
p r o g r a
m

Scant:NA for all Epson scanners
24 bit scanning oat full range of eilbrig ,
'Scan-to-disk option r, aseg or IFF 'arrivals
Standaione ewe or "megrimes with your An package
Also available for HP. M um . and Arles s c a m .,

EnPrint v2.1.3 printer driver - only
ScanOuix v3.0 scanner s/w - onl

The Eyetech SX32 Combo Pack

VEW! Apollo Accelerators for the A 1200
Special introductory pricing

))MHz '030 with FPU - he same price as a mornory
board+ F R P O n l y  C89•950!

50M Hz  Tur bo '030 with M  MU. FP U  & S CS I options
avaHable J u s t  0 4 9 .9 5

33MHz Turbo '040 with M MU & FPU. SCSI option
a v a i l a b l e  3 3 ,  Moleq Man s m o s t  O n l y  1 3 4 9 .9 5

50MHz Turbo 000 with MMU & FPU. SCSI option
available O n l y  £449.95

SCSI adapter - £9 .95  • Ring bar special memory pricing

SX32Mk2 & SX32Pro Internal Expansion for the CO32
The SX32 Pro is now shipping!

Make your CD32 into a high
powered, portable Amiga!

The SX32Pro and SX32Afk2 add
13 or 505a1i 030 MPAU CPU and FPU eccket
r3iMaz FPU socket 0n45 on the SX32562)
Seam woke for up to 64449 rit 32 tot 1.4 te e
-
r o o s t
RAM (up to aka fast (70.-wt RAM an the SX32Mk21
Buffered IDE interface too ;Memel 2,5' herd drive
and second hard Oa k  SyOuest. Jaz or SVIVI 8
spool CDRall (opbonel extra on the 5)132 lAk27
Societe for RGII video (23 pn) . VGA video 115 pini.
Parallel port 125 pm), Serial owl (25 pen). Fleppy reak
pert 423 pin)
Jur-gift-selectable kir PC or Amiga keyboard input
ferlarnal adapter 51(32511.2I

to the CO32's costing mouse. 00410. keyboard,
audio, CIF compost. view and V H S  Ceint

SX32Mk2 - until Feb 97- E189.95
SX32Pro-33 E 2 9 9 . 9 5
SX32Pro-50 E 3 6 9 . 9 5
Genuine Amiga 89-key compact keyboard £ 3 4 . 9 5

Rased 5
,
5 %  
A
M !  
O
c t  
1
9
9
6

1M8 10 2048 oho ram
expansion tor the A1503,

42030 end 4500 computers

Now only f99•95

AMIGA HEALTH WARNING - Please read this in your own interest
II you have recently fitted - or intend to fit - an IDE/ATAPI CDROM to your Al200 (other than an Eyeteth CDPlos unit) without
a buffered interface then your Amiga is in nsk of serious damage arising in the future. The Al200 • unlike A400Ors and PCs - has
NO internal IDE buffering. On the Al200 the IDE interface COltileCiS directly to the Ai 211101
-
irociessor  c h i p  w h i c h  i t s e l f  
h a s  i n s u f fi c i e n t

output to drive more than one IDE/ATAP1 device (and only then on a short data cable) for any sustained time period. To the best
, if our knowledge the Eyeteeh CDPias is  the only Al200 ATAPI CDROM supplied with a buffered interface iLS standard.
We are now making this 4-device buffered interface availah c separately for use with other kiis and D-I-Y CDRONI installations.

At only £39.95 inc VAT it is a smal price to pay to preserve your Amiga's health.

S
-
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e
dprimed carpet

E29.95
E79.95

rois testy s  the  Armga bargam of a lifetime • but is only availabie whilst stocks

Just look what you gat!
Rrand New CD32. games controllerloyead
and power supply
SX32 with real tome, battery-backed clock
Arnga 89 key compact keyboard
OMB of memory 12M13 corp. 4MB fast)

IIAB hard drive and cataa (upgrades Po
I,rger sizes are available • ring tor details) •
Y i W  ; IVVB3,0 on CD together with over 600MB oil •  U M
utalea. games
Hard drive cable and parlibdning.
romiallling end workbenchinE talellon C O 3 2 / S X 3 2  C o m b o  P a c k  -
diskelfe E 3 9 9 . 9 5

Also available with the SX32 Pro - Please ring for details
IS In not enhance your Combo with the Combollut accessory packope? Roy
the ComboPho with .
v onr  S X 3 2  
C o m b o  
a n d  
g e t  
a  
m o u
s e ,  
m o u
s e m
o t ,  
A m
i g
o

'First Steps' book, audio lead, and 2 extra Amiga CD's far only 124.95

AS amdss. lastaaa a l gonna mune wairomenkwese I ufilltioe
51(32 flO ppy, he rd  d rive s 2 0 W3 -7  7 GO . RAM  M e e s e  rin g  o f t  CD nod •COok-Om*Go' Mod drim ImmIMMot Mo se •

17" Multisync Monitor with FREE active
stereo speakers & psu - only E499.95!!!

(but only while stocks last)
Supports all Amiga and r ow PC modes up to
126041024 Noel resolution

5-641(Ho horiz on. and 50-12014z vertwai scan Was

Automatically adtists sue and postkon swamp on
change of resplay mote

Cu arnoga SuperSter rating el the cognal ARP of

41200 InstantDrive Hard Disk Kits
instantDrives

ant only
'wettable from

Eyetech

Invar iant Note! 3 .5
-  h a r d  
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e v e n  
t h r o
n e  
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' S
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1525mm high and will not fi t in an 41200 without significant modificahons to
the case and metal shielding - which risell reduces the value of your computer.

inatantOttinta From Eyelech are less than 20mm high and lit perfectly.

Rated 99% - N o v e m b e r  1996, 95% - Amiga Forrnat October 1955
Na hole rettang case clipping. or shied removal mowed
All rinses are brand new Vann a 2 year vierrenft and come Indus"e or
lilting kit air) easy-to-101mo pictonal instructions
Ready-lo-use met W123.0 and over 45109 (paddy uliliess trigailerl and
owittoureo to tos Toots/omicron mare system,
AV *toes come oth a fully loomed version al Outoroca's Mlite rrcitrnadla
authonng software OR Internet access Weave  isharewarel pronstaled

1.1 GB AV E199•95 2.5 GB AV (3MB/s) E279. 95

2_5" InstantDrives Joe the A600, Al200, SX32 & SX32 Pro
21148 i d e a l  for users rt. Flukey CDROM software on the COPlus and 5X32 £29.55
2s6M8 A  supeosion Oree deal tor the SX32Mk2 amid TnO Al200(A600 C I  29.95
344M6 D u ,  el our moat popular 2 5* (Woes - lust a Pew et these NM now E 1 3 9 .9 5
M O M  A  superb, supersorn dnss oveal for rears of serous applications E l  69.95
7 011GB The  lop-of-the-range supereim einva is period for the SX32Pro £ 2 4 5 . 9 5

STOP PRESS - Special Purchase Amiga Al200s
These are tested but otherwise soused. exangneers backup MaCtuNSe in asne ,
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' B a r e - b o n e s '  A l 2 0 0  rpo eau. mouse delis or manuals - o n l y  E 1 9 9 . 9 5
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Eyetech Group Ltd
The Old Ba nk 12 West Green,

Stokesley. N Yorks, 159 566, UK

Tel UK: 07000 4  AMiGA
Tel I n tl ; +44  ( 0 ) 1642  713 185
F ix  4 4 4  (0)  1642 713 534

eyetechecix.compulink.co.uk "
a a a  a
'
a a l a a  •  
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t o  oil crewhttp://www.eyetech.cooki-eyetech 41".m
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Ithat do the reviewers say?
Amiga User Intl -
9 5 %  -  
b e fi n i t e
t y

Recommended -
Amiga  C om puting " 9 0 %  -  D r e a m  to L'se."

Blue Chip Awned
Amiga Format -
9 3 %  .
4  
J o h  
W e l l

Gold Avant

Nest Day deelyary to EC oral USA/Conede,
Worldwide eaere.nos In 2.7 days from

r000lpl DI !mo d  arca.  and Parn an t klataaa
•0 sem see day to NYC E 25
,
30)
Ntel oey revsd osivery monger

iierdeoppvenatio 5539 o k  C1505 EC,
CDPkis EIO 52 day'. EliS &Wand, E27 EC
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UK beratiakteg /Nicety cheques Voss•
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"World of  A l 2 0 0 "  &  "Top 1 0 0  G a m e s " C a .CDs F R E E  with every  CD R O M  &fi fe!!!

!EXTERNAL SCSIHARD DRIVES
Top quality drives in a top quality
metal enclosure with

I• cooling_ fan, in built
PdlY a n d

OMB SCSI
D DRIVE

Now includes CD
ROM drivers and
instrucikes.
The Dataflyer is a 16 bit SCSI II controller card
that converts the signals on the internal IDE

i interface to also run SCSI devices at the same time as the IDE hard
drive. The Dataflyer SCSI+ will operate up to 5 SCSI devices such as CD-,

t o r t  I

, hard drives, Syquest removable drives, tape back up drives etc.
other SCSI interfaces, the Motive!' SCSI+ is compatible with all
accelerators etc and it does not stop you from utilising any of the

ant expansion ports on your Al2001A600. The Dataflyer SCSI+
easily installs into the Al200/A600 (simply pushes in, no need to
remove the -  a n d  provides a 25 way I) connector through the
blanking plate o f  the Al200. Full instructions and software ,

Jed.

No
. 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
- ,

ANTIVIRUS
Anti Virus Professional is the most powerful tool for detecting and removing virus-
es. Anti Virus pm will check and device hard drives, floppy disks and even CD ROM

'-' d r i v es  for viruses. Very straight forward to use, Includes a full 50 page manual.
4 .

ORDER NOW BEFORE A 11111US
DESTROYS YOUR SYSTEM M

- 1,89.99

Discology is the ultimate in disk
The package comprises the
Discology cartridge for making c
programs with an external disk d -

format disks, check disks for errors etc.

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FULL

r for the Amiga.
•sk• manual and

heavily protected
..logy will also

, MODEMS
A• O u r  highly rated. top quality feature
- mo d . e ms  are ideal for Amiga use

',v.-- m o d e m s  include our FREE MODEM
SORIES PACK (worth_  -
, ,
-
_ , 1  w h i c h  
i n c l u d e s  
a

cable to connect the modern to the
Amiga. NCOMM comms software.
Amiga Guide to Comms and a list
of Bulletin Boards from which you
will be able to download v
amounts of free software as

go have access to E-MAIL facilities
Error Correction • MNP 5 Data Compression

and I I  compatible, Group 3  •  Ha y e s
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0 .  Y E R  ON
when purchsed wit
SQUIRREL ONLY
purchsed with a

SI HARD DRIVE

HARD DRIVE
incased

4MB MEMORY EXPANSION £ 7 4 . 9 9

MEMORY EXPANSION  .
1 1 1 .
1
7
1
"

lak 3 3 M H L 8 8 8 2  M U  (PLCC) o r
, o n ly  w h e n  purchased with above

MEMORY EXPANSI
41r
4
P

41200 trapdoor fitting memory expansions feature
backed clock arid a socket for an accelerator FPO.

NEARLY DOUBLES THE
SPEED OF THE A1,200

•

ALSO AVAILABLE• • •
CLOCK CARTRIDGE E 1 9 • 9 9
ASIM CDFS E 4 9 . 9 9
CACHE CDR; £ 4 4 . 9 9
EPIC ENCYCLOPEDIA CD E 19 .99
WORLD OF Al200 CD and TOP 100
Al200 GAMES CD £7.49 EACH o r
F R E E  with every CD
ROM drive!!!

r e e p h o n et o  m a c e  y o u r  o r a e r '111Milw



P DRIVES
SCSI drive will " t
o e  \
b per car-
s Complete

power
SCSI c a b l e .
and cartridge.

ZIP DRIVES £ 1 5 9 . 9 9  OR
EI I .9 9 -9 9  with Squirre l

COMPAL1
D-ROMT
P
D R I V
E

DOUBLE SP
OM DRIVE WITH SQUI

• leatuieu SCSI CD-ROM drive for use with the Al
Simply connects via the PCMCIA port.

CT IMPAa Doom
SPEED CD-ROM with
Squirrel ONLY £ 1 3 9 .9 9
6 SPEED + SQUIRREL L 2 0 9 . 9
8 SPEED + SQUIRREL E259.99

ULTRA CD-ROM DRIVE
Superb IDE CD-ROM drive system:

for the Al200. Fully featur
top quality drives in

quality enclosure
built in power su
cables, ins t ruc t
software including CO3
emulator and audi

etc., included for immediate use, The CD-ROM int
the Al200 lexcepticrially easy to fit
a connector in the blanking plate at the
to the mouse socket

PLEA P H O N E  FOR FURTHER
DETAILS AND r  FORMATION SHEET

69.99
9 9 . 9 9

' ME D IA  1  E N O  CD-R
REL 1 4 . 9 9

CD ROM

ate
Al200
CD32
D p l
a y
e r

o i r
C Detc. Can

al audion
stereo head-

CD WMI SQUIRREL E11.4.99

•  C ERVIOIL
LLO 1230 LITE 0 9 .9 9

with MIMI_
_ Will tal-.
8mb

PCMCIA corn
even with 8mb

U.0 1230/50
£159.99

:As above running at 50mhz with
two SIMM sockets. Can take up
;lo up to 64mb of RAM.

LLO 1240/60
based Al200 accelerator. Fe

- and a 72 pin socket for a standard
bj. Fully featured, fan cooled trapdoor

-  -
4 1
4 .  
N
I  
1
1
1
1
1
•  
U
M  
M
I  
1
1
1

viterwIty I M P  VW ' W O W
APOLLO 1240/2
APOLLO 1240/40
APOLLO 1260/50

4MB SIMM E 3 4 . 9 9
8MB SIMM E 5 9 . 9 9  OR
16MB SIMM E 9 9 . 9 9  WHEN
PURCHASED WITH AN
APOLLO ACCELERATOR

E229.99
£299.99
£
4
8
9
.
9
9

85
420mb £ 1 2 . 9 9

A500/4420mb Had Drive
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2.5" HARD DRIVES'
h speed 2,5' IDE hard •
for the Amiga Al200 &
computers come co

with fitting utile,
ing software, full

• f e d i *  c a n  plug the mouse into
se socket, you can plug the hard dime into
socket

and
n t h s

tee.
doves

supplied

and n c h  (WE12 for the A600 and
for the l i e d  for immediate use. Fitti

FREE WHILE101.1-1411/T FITTING S E
PERSONAL CALLERS. PLEASE F O R
APPOWIMENE
FRE E  .HOW TO FIT YOUR HARDDRIVE'

's V I  4
, Nig! 4
1 0 .
. .
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E 8 9 • 9 9  g l * V - 1 0
4
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No.1
FOR MAIL ORDER

No.1
FOR AMIGA

IN MANCHESTER
Order NOW for

immediate despatch

(credit/switch card sales only
for enquiries

0161 796 5279
fax: 0161 796 3208

eques or
orders

payable to
Software)

card details to:-

SIREN
SOFTWARE,

178 BURY NEW RD,
WHITEFIELD,
MANCHESTER

M45 6C)F,
ENGLAND

cess, Visa, Switch, Dc-A.
Connect etc accepted

OPEN:
Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm

Saturday 9am to 12pm
Personal callers

welcome.
Please phone first to

check availability
of any item.

DIRECTIONS:
m the M62 Junction 17
head towards Bury.
We are 50 yards on
e right hand side after
le third set of lights.
e door to our premises

is next to the
florists opposite
the Masons Pub.

All price*  U d e  V41
.
• P o s t a g e  
a n d  
p e c S d
n i

will be e t  1350  per order (U.K.),
L7.50 Europe and 1 ]2 -50  rest Ot the world,



CD-ROMS

What's on Super,
You w a n t  a  t o p  qual i t y  A mi g a  C D
p acked  ful l  o f  t h e  b e s t  so f t w ar e ,
and t h a t ' s  exac t l y  w h a t  you  g e t .

H o w  to  use C U C D 7
As with prior cover CDs, CUCD7 can be booted on AGA Amigas with
CD32 emulation or simply a straight CD32. All other CD-equipped
Amigas can use the CD after booting from Workbench. The CD will not
boot under any Kickstart earlier than 3.0. If boot from Workbench or a
hard drive, it's important to first click on the 'Init CD' icon. This sets up
various assigns and makes MUI 3_6 temporarily available if it is not
already installed. Please note that running software directly from CD is a
touch-and-go business. While we've gone to a lot of effort to make many
programs run from the CD, others may have to be dragged to your hard
drive either manually or by running an included installer. 'Init CD also
runs the New Icons patch so don't be surprised if the icons change.

A  w o r d  o n  D e m o s  and  g a m e s
Demos and games are almost never coded in a so-called OS-legal
way. That means that while they may work for us, they might not
work for you for several reasons. Either your hardware set-up is
slightly different or some third party software running on your Amiga
may upset the demo or consume resources that the demo/game
requires. Please do not assume the CD is simply 'faulty' if any of this
software refuses to run.

It simply isn't possible for us to ensure everything on the CD run
on every possible hardware/software configuration. The majority of
files will be fine on the majority of systems, but the further away your
system is from the norm, the more things it is likely to fall over on.
Do not be too surprised if you find some software doesn't work on
your 512K Kickstart 1.2 A500 or your Power PC accelerated 40001
The people who wrote the software probably didn't have a machine
the same as yours to test it on.

There are things you can do to make the software more likely to
run_ Closing down any other software, screens and so on will free up
resources. It might be better to cut to the chase and copy the
demo/game onto your hard drive and then boot with no startup
sequence. This involves resetting and holding down both mouse but-
tons, then click on "boot with no startup-sequence."

You'll then be placed into AmigaDOS so you'll need to know
enough about that aspect of your Amiga to navigate to where the
offending software is and run it. As a general rule, if the game or
demo still doesn't work then it's incompatible with your machine.
Some demos will only ever work when run in this fashion. If you get
a requester asking for a specific volume then the software needs
'assigns' set up and so is fairly likely it has an installer that should
have been run.

Finally. if you are having problems getting anything to run, please
please make sure you have read all the documentation before you eat
your CD in frustration!

Minskies Furballs
This month's cover game is the excellent Tetris inspired Minskies
Furballs from Binary Emotions. This addictive puzzle game demo pits
you against the computer in a frenzy of fur-flying. brain-bending action.
Swing coloured cats around as they fall (on their feet, don't worry) into
a surprisingly passive heap. Match up rows or columns of like coloured
cats to lower your own heap and raise your opponent's!

Using C U C D 7  o n  non-Amigas•
If you don't have a CD-ROM for your Amiga but have access to a
CD-ROM on another computer, then it may still be possible for you
to get a lot Out of CUCD7. Files can be copied onto PC formatted
720k disks, then loaded into your Amiga using Crossdos, which came
as standard with Workbench versions 2 and higher. If you don't know
how to use Crossdos. you will find it fully explained in the Workbench
manual. The programs on the CD will not run on PCs or Macs.

W h a t ' s  in your  d rawers
Readers who have
used a CU Amiga
CD-ROM before will
find everything fairly
familiar. CUCD7 is set
up as a Workbench
disk, and can be boot-
ed from on an appro-
priate system.
Clicking the InitCD
icon will set up your
system to run from
the CD properly. The
first thing that you
may notice as a result of clicking on this is that all the icons change -
don't panic, this is the the excellent NewIcons system, not some
obscure virus.

The Workbench 3.1 drawers such as Preis, System, Utilities and
Tools are in the root directory. If you haven't seen our last couple of
CDs, then be warned there isn't a support drawer any more, and
everything previously found in this drawer has been moved into
Tools, System and Utilities, as appropriate. The Magazine drawer has
also moved into the CUCD drawer.

In the  roo t  d i rectory  o
f  c u c c a ;Design Works
This month's full
application is Design
Works, a highly
intuitive and easy to
use design package
which will have you
designing your own
birthday cards, album
covers, architectural
blueprints and more
in no time. This pro-
gram won't run
straight from the CD -
it needs to be
installed, simply done by clicking on the install icon. You will find a
short tutorial on Design Works on page 8,
Worms -  The Directors Cut
Here is the ultimate upgrade for owners of the utterly brilliant Worms
- The Directors Cut. This directory is packed full of comedy annelid
action. A superior selection of custom levels exclusively for Worms --
TDC, unique W - TDC soundtracks, and for the enjoyment of all and
sundry, multiple megabytes of animated nematode nonsense to tickle
your funny bones. Please be warned -  if you feel deeply for the
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CD-ROMS

ROM 1?
well-being of our soil-chomping
brothers, steer well clear of
this directory.
Utilities
Multiview, Clock and some tools
for working with NewIcon images
can be found here.
Tools
Contains the Workbench 3.1
tools drawer.
Prefs
The Workbench 3,1 preferences
drawer and NewIcon prefs.
System
The 3.1 system drawer in addition
to the Support drawer from
CUM& The latest versions of
MU 3.6, PPShow, Visage, Flick,
Parnet, NewIcons, HappyENV,
GMPlay, Hippoplayer, Play16.
Delitracker and SuperView are all crammed
rest of the CD.
WWW
This directory contains multiple megabytes of Internet VVWW sites
which be browsed directly off the CD without need of an Internet
connection. Special CD Amiga versions of the premier web browsers.
AWeb and 'Browse, are provided to access the site where an
improved main menu system is now included for easier navigation
around this treasure trove of information and entertainment.

here to aid access to the

Inside the  C U C D  drawer ;
On-line
The online section this month kicks off with the latest version of
AmiTCP HotListHandler helps take away those hotlist blues with
Aweb, [Browse and Voyager. Samba makes life a lot easier for those
of you out there whose nightmares are filled with Amiga to PC
networking and Anirri>GitAnim is just the ticket for makihg your web
site more animated.
Programming
Hex heads will be delighted to find thePhxAss 434 680x0 assembler in
this month's programming section -  if all those letters and numbers
mean nothing to you, you probably won't like it anyway! Aliexx users
are very well supported this month with the RexxEvent commodity,
Pexxintuition and ZedRexx, an Arexx GUI front-end system.
Graphics
A real bonanza awaits the graphice lover on CUCD7 with a large selec-
tion of anims in IF  and quicktime format, the latest GIF toolkit and
CyberAVI. a collection of 3D objects to keep those of you who got last
month's Imagine4 giveaway busy for weeks (months on a 680001), and
a bunch of backdrops and icons for smartening up your Workbench,
including the latest AES NewIcons and the full Uberbench collection.
You will also find the aMiPEG MPEG and QT quicktime animation
players, with sample animations to try out.
Readers
Here's the section you produce! I've been scanning through all your
contributions through the month and there's some really good stuff to
see and hear. There are masses of mods, plenty of pics, gaggles of
games and utilities unbounded, including the funniest card pairs style
game I've ever seen and a superb collection of utilities which will
make life a lot easier for users of Wordworth 3+, as given away on
our December 96 CD.

C D
-
R
O
M

Here you will find the
most up-to-date version of the excellent
AmiCDFS filing system for CD-ROMs
and some useful information for CD32
owners which will help them connect their
machines to an Amiga and plug in A2000
style keyboards.
Demos
As usual we've included all the latest top
'scene' demos. There's hours of demo
viewing entertainment to be found here_
Some of these require fairly powerful comput
ers to run, so check any accompanying text
files first.
Information
The latest version of the AmigaGuide to the
Amiga's shared libraries. All those libraries

t h a t havebeenhangingaroundonyourhard
drive for years that even Mulder and Scully

couldn't explain are fully documented. Also the latest updates on
Team Amiga.
Utilities
Power up your computer's foreign file format handling with the very
latest AK datatypes for G1E JPEG, PNG and SVG files_ HFNMounter
mounts virtual floppy disks on your hard drive, searchguide searches
Amigaguide documents to allow you to cut to the chase.There is
also a demo of PCx, the latest and possibly greatest software PC
emulator, and the newest version of ClassAct
Sound
All sorts for audio junkies this month, with a big collection of players
and player utilities including BFEIPlaymaster, a library based multi
format modplayer; Splayer, a GUI front end for Play16: TREG real-
time effects generator; Soundbox sampler converter and effects edi-
tor; MaPlay MPEG audio player; a demo of MID1CONV and much
much mo
,
e .
Games
Entertainment central with a collection of PD and demo games. As
always we can't guarantee that they'll work on your particular Amiga
so do read whatever documentation is provided, checking system
requirements and so on. Lots of fun to be had here.

Driving C U C D s
Generally driving CUCDs is as simple as clicking on an icon of
something you want to run, play, see etc. You should find it will
automatically activate a player, viewer or run the program without
further ado. Of course if you access CUCD from a directory utility,
then you can use your own choice of players, viewers etc. on the
specific files.

We can't emphasise enough the importance of clicking on any
readme or other documentation files inside each directory. There's
simply too much material for us to detail here so you'll have to
explore, read the documentation and see if each program or what-
ever is of use or interest to you.

So have fun exploring CUCD7 and don't forget to send us any
work of your own so we can include it on later CDs! Also feel flee
to write into the magazine and tell us what you'd like to see on
future CDs or how you'd like to see them organised. Address all
letters of this topic to CD Editor.
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Cheque /Postal Order or Bankers Draft for: E

Switch Issue Number

Payable to Almathera systems Ltd. C U M

You've seen the software, now buy the 600+ page manual
and learn how to get the most out of X-Cad 2000.

The cost is only E14.95 (plus p&p), available from Almathera.

To order:

On the web: http://www.almathera.co.uk

Telephone: 0181 687 0040 (credit card orderline)

or send a cheque, postal order or credit card details to: Almathera, Southerton house, Boundary
Business Court, 92-94 Church Rd, Mitcham. Surrey, CR4 3TD.

UK P&P:  E2.25 for fi rst manual, add El for  each additional manual required.

Eur ope:  E5 for fi rst manual, add El for  each additional manual required.

Rest  o f  World :  El 0 for first manual, add El for each additional manual required.

Postage is 1st class Recorded/International recorded delivery.

http://wwwsalmathera.co.uk
w

I'd like [ J  copies of the X-Cad 2000 manual at E14.95 each, plus postage and packing (see above).
I enclose: I ]  a Cheque/Postal Order o r  I  ]  please charge my credit card (Visa, Access, Eurocard, Masterca
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NEWS

VIScorp-A
0  IScorp's contract to

acquire the assets of
Amiga Technologies
has been cancelled.

VIScorp had been lined up to buy
the technology and trademarks of
Amiga Technologies primarily for
use in its ED set-top box project,
designed to combine Internet
access with home TV viewing.
The contract was cancelled as
VIScorp failed to pay the agreed
USS20 million within the stipulat-
ed time scale, reduced from an

Two new 16-bit sound cards are
soon to be released as finally the
choice of 16-bit audio upgrades
starts to pan out from the limited
selection that's been on offer
until now. ACT in Germany are
currently putting the finishing
touches to their Prelude card,
while an alternative. Melody is in
the works from a band of German
Amiga hardware developers.

Prelude is a Zorro card for all
Amigas, including the A1000 and
also the A500 with a forthcoming
interface. At the moment it's
awaiting a full suite of software.
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original $40 million price from ini-
tial negotiations. This means the
Amiga name and its technology is
now open to new bidders.
However, VIScorp are by no
means out of the picture. They
have stated that they will continue
to work towards the purchase of
the Amiga technology.

VIScorp say that they no longer
believe the assets are worth the
agreed price. They say a major
factor was the loss of Escom as a
guaranteed distributor for

although it already has AHI
(Audio Hardware Interface) dri-
vers which ensure compatibility
with a number of existing audio
programs, including HippoPlayer,
Play16 and DeliTracker.

Likewise, Melody is a Zorro
card but it features a DSP with
specific features for playing
MPEG audio. Digital input and
output are promised alongside
analogue equivalents. Specific
support for the Melody card via
OctaMED SoundStudio is appar-
ently in the works_ More news as
we get it.

IIa eal Off
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VIScorp's set-top and Amiga prod-
ucts since Escom filed for bank-
ruptcy in July. Further. VIScorp
claims that a large and valuable
inventory has not been secured
by Escom's trustee. Finally,
VIScorp referred to unnamed pira-
cies of the Amiga technology by
'small and large companies alike'
reducing the value of the owner-
ship of the technology.

VIScorp reaffirmed that they
would continue to work towards
the purchase of the Amiga

technology. Until October 31,
VIScorp directly funded the opera-
tion of Amiga Technologies from
company resources.

It has been suggested that
OuikPak are a favourite to acquire
the Amiga rights. QuikPak are a
Canadian company currently pro-
ducing A4000T motherboards and
selling complete A4000T systems
At the time of going to press the
situation has not been resolved,
so the state of limbo continues.
CU will keep you updated.

oo
N e w  Sound Cards Imminent
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VIScorp: All Change
Carl Sassenrath, original Amiga OS
designer, has resigned as Director
of Software for VIScorp. Citing
intolerable management, among
other things, Mr Sassenrath has
since set out a broad list of goals
for a future computer platform that
would rectify the inefficiencies of
modern computing.

In less dramatic fashion, I
resigned as Communications
Manager for VIScorp in mid-
December. David Rosen, VP of
Business Development, will take
over the handling of Amiga
inquiries for the company. Mr.
Rosen is reachable at
drosen@ix.netcom.com.

New Toaster Mag
A new Newtek-endorsed quarterly
publication is currently in the
works. Details are currently
sketchy, but the launch of the
magazine is planned for early
1997, and it should be bi-monthly
within a year.

The new magazine will be wel-
comed by the Amiga community
as the long-running Amiga video
magazines Video Toaster User and
UghtWave Pro have ceased publi-
cation. However, there has been
the promise of a six-month insert
of Video Toaster news and infor-
mation in existing Miller Freeman
video and graphics publications.

Already some new publications
are appearing to plug the gap.
Visual Inspirations of Tampa.
Florida has announced a new, free
online magazine to support users
of the Video Toaster/Flyer system
and Amiga Lightwave artists. VI is
a long-standing developer of tools
for Video Toaster users. More
information on their upcoming
publication is available at
http:/Nionline,com/newtek.

Canada S h o w  Success
Amiga i-et '96 went ahead as
planned in London, Toronto.
boasting exhibitors such as
NewTek, Nova Design and
AmiTrix. CU Amiga Magazine are
glad to say that it enjoyed a
large degree of success.

Amiga Fest '96, a subset of
the larger, PC-dominated
Computer Fest '96 in Toronto,
drew a host of North American
exhibitors including a strong con-
tingent of Canadian Amiga retail-
ers. Notable among these was
National Amiga, which recently
expanded its status as one of the
premier Amiga dealerships by
merging with a London, Ontario
highstreet dealer under the
National Amiga name.

Phase 5 was on hand to
show off the PowerUP accelera-
tor card as seen recently at the
Cologne Computer '96 show in
November (see last month's
news section for more details),
and to promote their A\ Box
computer, still in early develop-
ment in Germany. Directory
Opus 5 developer Jonathan
Potter and his puhlisher, Greg

High Spec Games
A new player. Aurora Works Inc,
has entered the Amiga games
scene, dedicated to developing
quality products aimed at high
spec machines.

Aurora Works Inc. has
announced two titles for 1997.
The first. Zone 99, is a strategy/
action genre title with 99 levels
of play and head-to-head action.
The goal is to explore the game-
world in search of Zone 99 by
completing challenges and over-
coming obstacles, sometimes
with the help of your opponent. A
shareware demo is scheduled for

Aurora
%X • O • k .

Perry of GPSott, were at the
show all the way from Australia
on the last leg of
their worldwide tour. Paul Nolan
was also at the show to
help extol the virtues of the
Siamese System.

The talk of the show was
OuikPak, North American manu-
facturers of the Amiga A4000T.
In addition to promoting their
new 68060 accelerator card, the
A4060, they had a pair of 'con-
cept machines' on display: the
A4060L and A5050T

The 4060L is a development
of the portable Amiga concept
first introduced in August by
VIScorp on behalf of OuikPak at
an Atlanta user group meeting.

The 450501 is based on the
Eagle Pentitrator system with
seamless switching between
the Amiga running 68060 and
the PC side running at Pentium
speeds, all in an 440001 case.
This show model had an LCD
bolted into its side, allowing you
to use it as a flat desktop
machine (albeit a rather large
one) with a built-in b u t

January, while the full commercial
release is set for March The sec-
ond, Betrayed, is to be an
action/adventure set in a dark
future. Details are sketchy but the
release is planned for Autumn '97.

Aurora Works are aiming their
titles at high-spec Amiga
machines with 030 larocessors as
a minimum. They also plan full
support for the CyberGraphX
video card standard and to take
full advantage of the AGA
chipset. More information on
Aurora Works is available at
w•NpA
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is unclear if this innovation will
make it to market.

OuikPak indicated to a
number of people at the
show that they were actively
pursuing a bid for the Amiga
assets from Escom's bankruptcy
trustee, Dr. Hembach.

The organisers of Amiga
Fest, Amazing Software can be
reached online at www.cyg.
net/--amazing. OuikPak can be
reached online at wwwamiga-
support.corniquikpak..

The World of Amiga '96
show, bizarrely scheduled to
take place two weeks after the
November Amiga Fest at the
same venue, was cancelled
•.'hen it became apparent that
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AM]. GA FEST '96
US Gets Multisync
Software Hut, a large and
longtime Amiga dealer arid
distributor, have a significant
quantity of Amiga Technologies/
Microvitek multisync monitors
for sale.

After AT returned their moni-
tors (which it was no longer
able to afford), Software Hut
stepped in to take a number of
them off Microvitek's hands.

Software Hut will carry both
the standard M1438 14" moni-
tor and the high-spec M1764
1 7
—
m
o n
i t
o r  
c
o
m
p
l
e
t
e  
w
i
t
h  
d
i
g
i
-

tal controls. Planned prices are
USS470 for the 14
-  m o d e l  
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USS790 for the 17" model.
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New Wordworth
Wordworth7 the World's most popular
Amiga word processor, is now even
better w i t h  t h e  re lease  o f
Wordworth® 6.
Just look at these new features—
• New drawing tools: polygon, regular

polygon, bezier curve and freehand.
• More ARexx commands and macros.

• Password protection on documents.
• Watermarks,

• Improved RIF file support.
• Over 1000 pieces of clipart
• 50 Compugraphic fonts,
• CDROm version.

• Plus many other minor improvements
and refinements.

The Experts Applaud
Since its launch in 1991, Wordworth has grown to
become the most successful and most popular word proces-

sor ever developed for the Amiga, After all, 250,000 users
can't be wrong!

AMC; '-

utailla 'Mk"

AMIGA

And with the launch of new Wordworth 6 ,  Digital' has

clearly demonstrated its continued commitment to the Amiga
community_

An Offer You Can't Refuse
Wordworth' 6 is now
available on CDROM*

at an introductory price

of just 0 9 . 9 9 "  ( if you
already own Wordworth'

or a n y  other word
processor, you can
upgrade for lust

i19.99**).
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Amazing Value!
Wordworth' 6 for £39.99 is pretty
incredible value. Better still, for just

V  0 more you can also buy the com-
plete Digital' range...

Wordworth' 6  Office
contains Wo rd w o r th  6 ,

DatastoreTM 2, Money Matters' 4
and Organiser 2, all on one conve-
nient CDROM* (if you already own
any of these Digitat" products, you can upgrade to
Wordworth 6 Office for just E34.99**).

Moe

( ) p p m , .  2 ,
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P U  ICC

16.4
N o ,  Shoroo- o

OPP.: ".•

Don't Miss This Special Introductory Offer—
Call today!
To order, telephone 01 395 270 273, facsimile 01 395
268 893, email sales@digita.demon.co.uk or visit our
web site URI www.digita.com.

*Floppy disk versions also avoilth,
**Plus E.3 postage ond packogin.c
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buying ChpArt? Now YOU can saect your
own preferences from the comfort of yottt
-own home. Choose from over 3000 imagesr

rn over 40 Categories. Give yourself a break
d TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! Available

in Formats suitable for all Amiga Programs
(Hi-Res Bitmapped or Scaleable)

All images are 8 to 256 Colours__ suitable
for both Colour mud Mono Printers. All

clips are artist drawn __no scanned (""'or traced images here!
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COMPATIBLE CARTRIDGES As good as original.. .but cheaper! from £4.99
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We have been supplying OW Customers with Refill Inks for many years, and most
of our sales tee re-orders. We demonstrate the quality of our Inks by providing a

FULL COLOUR PRINTOUT with every Information Pack Who else does this'
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0111 TO ATTRACT
Two unique new illustrated guides, reveal all the secrets
and techniques that can bring you sex-cess with women
- OR  YOUR MONEY BACK!

REVEALS: •  The best pick-up technique& •  Over 100
tentattat opening lines • How to instantly attract girls you
have only lust met_ •  A simple rule that will triple the
number o f  dates you get- •  fool-proof co rn e r
-
m o o n
techniques_ •  How to win over 'herd to gee" gat_ • How to
date exceptionally beautiful girls. •  How to be so great on
dares e s  will Want LO be with you quit
and again -  and muck,  much more l

REVEALS: •  More brilliant "pickup
- t e c h n i q u e s  
a n d
opeomg lines. • How to become "sexually attrac-
dye". • Secrets that girls will never tell. • What
realty turns a woman on, • The art of seduction
revealed. • What you need to know to be "GIB,"
(Great m Bed) -  and much,
much more! 441
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SPECiAL OFFER! Order both mese
amazing guides for post 420 Postpaid.
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Unlike some of the cheap and cheerful Font
CDs and Disks doing the rounds, our Fonts

WORK! Select from over 4000 Fonts in
both COMPUGRAPHIC and ADOBE

formats and leave the rest up to us!

For Bulk Buyers we offer some very
special deals with Fonts from 7p each

We have been in business since 1991 and
pioneered the Pic n Mix concept_ Our

service is unique with a TECHNICAL
HELPLINE for all of our valued Customers
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For your FREE 46 Page Information Pack,
either Write, Phone, or Fax us.
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H o w  would you like one of these

sitting on your desk? It's not an
Amiga, it's not a Mac, it's not a
PC. It's far ahead of all those
machines:it's our impression of

what Phase 5's stunning A\13ox will look
like when rt rolls off the production line
later this year, What you can't see from this
picture is the absolutely awesome techni
cal specification it boasts. Take a look at
the Tech Specs panel on page 25 for a run
down of the best bits. It's a beast of com-
puter that sets out to deliver high end pro-
fessional power to the masses. Realtime
video editing, mind-blowing audio facilitie
,picture in picture displays and a lightning
fast internal CPU and internal structure are
all on the menu. And the price for all this
and more? Phase 5 expect to give us all
that for the amazingly low price of [1,300.

A\Box isn't a cheap do-it-all home com-
puter to sit by the TV and run a few games
and the occasional paint program It has
the potential to become a complete audio
itsual workstation for the price of a low
end PC. It's planned to run the Amiga's
operating system, which should ensure
compatibility with Amiga software. It's
been designed from the ground up, so
unlike current PCs, its software won't
waste resources trying to get around limit.,
tons set by ancient hardware designs.

With a design like that, if it gets the soft-
ware support and interest from third party
hardware developers it could revolutionise
3 string of computer-based industries,

moirr."Inomont-
om-f."—_Aer 1  Er—
11, 1 st•-:-r—_ i n ' t  Km-7

.Norking its w,iy into TV and computer
graphics production companies, music stu-
dios, professional video systems, DIP
bureaus t h e  list is endless. So far that's
all speculation though. Whether or not it
can fulfill its potential relies to a degree on
the actions of its creators, Phase 5. So
where has this machine come from, and
just what is the philosophy behind it all?

Phase a c t i o n
Phase 5
.
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has never made any secret of the fact that
they were prepared to go it alone with a
next generation computer in the spirit of
the Amiga, whatever the fate of the official
Amiga hardware. They've been beavering
away behind the scenes on their secret
A\Box project for some time now. Mr
Dietrich summed up his commitment to
the kBox:

"The A\13ox project is the realisation of
our vision of computing in the next century
which is driven by and dedicated to the
vision of the Amiga itself. We do believe
computers still can be real cool stuff."

To get a feel for the kind of reception it
will receive, we spoke to a number of
prominent players in the current Amiga
scene. From our conversations with Amiga
enthusiasts and software developers, the
hardware specifications have certainly
impressed. Almost everyone agrees that if
the A\ Box is delivered as Phase 5 promise,
they would make the move across to the
now platform. Understandably there's

A Alas is a petlect ptattenn lor 30 graphics. limier AmigaOS it
mild rum Lightwave. evem without its awn native version.

...helping  build a better dinosaur.

some reservation concerning vital details
such as the degree of Amiga compatibility
and third party developer support.
Hopefully the machine can avoid the chick-
en and egg situation that other new plat-
forms are faced with by being able to run
the extensive catalogue of Amiga software
at improved performance over real Amigas.

D T P  des igns
Individuals involved in various areas of
Amiga computing have expressed great
enthusiasm for the hardware power direct-
ed at their particular interests. Larry
Hickmott from LH Publishing had some par-
ticular thoughts about the A\13ox and its
potential as a desktop publishing system:

"The NBox should revolutionise DIP for
Amiga owners. Gone will be the ever so
slow AGA 8-bit screens to be replaced by a

" F u n n y  t h i n g
a b o u t  t h e  A l 3 o x  is
t h a t  f o r  year s  I
used t o  ' des ign '
d r e a m  m a c h i n e s
like i t  i n  m y  mi n d .
It  is  t r u l y  a
d r e a m  m a c h i n e  . . . "
Cad Sassenrath - Creator of Amiga
'Exec', Ex Software head of VIScorp
(see news).
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A Right: the
Cyherstoim
OM Amiga' s
first 511050
acelletator.
was developed
by Phase 5.
This is typical
of Phase 5's
constael tech•
nical innova-
tion. which
bodes well lot
he Imbue of
the Alter:

A Right:
Newlek played
a big tole in
the Amiga's
success le the
USA with their
Amiga-hased
Widen boaster.
The Altai
looks like the
ideal base her
a similar
concept.

W h o  a r e  P h a s e  5?

= t a n
D I G I T A L  P R O D U C T S

lo those in the know, while the Phase 5
announcement of the A \Box specifica-
tion was stunning, it wasn't surprising.
The German based Oberursel firm (near
Frankfurt) has plodded on with devel-
oping high-powered expansion systems
all through both of the two Amiga buy-
out dramas.

A relatively recent newcomer to the
Amiga market, Phase 5 started out
making the Amiga's first Zorro III SCSI
card, the Z3 Fastlane. However they
moved swiftly on to producing the first
68030 card for the Al200 with DMA-
SCSI capability They were also first to
provide 68060 accelerators for the
Amiga. Their Blizzard range of accelera-
tors also didn't stop at the 030 and
moved on up to the incredible 68060
with the Blizzard 1260. They also creat-
ed the Amiga's first 64-bit graphics
board, the CyberVision.

Statistically, Phase 5 shipped Amiga
hardware products to the value of E5.5
million in 1995 and since Christmas
1995 30.000 hardware products have
been delivered. Their meteoric rise
from a minor developer to a major
player in the Amiga market lies firmly
at the hands of the two owner/direc-
tors Gerald Carda and Wolf Dietrich
racking up over 20 'product of the year'
style awards from international Amiga
journals. They've also clinched their fair
share of CU Amiga Superstar ratings.
More recently and behind the scenes.
Phase 5 have been working on a plan
to move to the Amiga from the 680x0
CPU to the powerful RISC Power PC
just like the Apple Macintosh has done.
Phase 5 are also Macintosh developers
which explains some of their experi-
ence with this type of technology.

At one stage, Phase 5 had an
arrangement with Amiga Technologies
to provide a drop-in Power PC upgrade
for the ill-fated 'Walker'. Though Amiga
Technologies wound down with the
financial failure of Escom, Phase 5 con-
tinued to work on the Power PC.

Recently Phase 5 started shipping
the so-called 'PowerUp' upgrades to
Amiga developers. Initially an
upgrade to Cyberstorm 680401060
accelerators, even the later low-end
Al200 units possess both an 680x0
CPU of some kind in addition to the
mighty Power PC. This approach
allows both professional and amateur
Amiga developers to port their soft-
ware gradually across to Power PC.

MI_ a l

flexible system where you can choose a
display up to 24-bits containing video data
in RGB. CMYK and YUV formats. Combine
this with the processing power of such a
beast, its unified memory system, and any-
one involved in DTP or graphics work will a.,
last have a machine to take care of the
most demanding tasks. providing Amiga
software is still available to run on it when
the NBox is released. I can't wait..."

The Macintosh running the industry
standard DTP software. Quark Express, has
entrenched the machine into a profitable
niche. However the Mac hardware is fairly
primitive and the operating system is a less
productive non-multitasking affair. The
A\13ox will have video display hardware and
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m a c h i n e  w h i c h  I
c a n  b e l i e v e  in  f o r
t h e  f u t u re .  P h a s e  5
m a y  n o t  b e  t h e
f a s t e s t  in  b r i n g i n g  a
p r o d u c t  t o  t h e
m a r k e t ,  b u t  t h e y
a l w a y s  d i d  w h a t
t h e y  a n n o u n c e d . "
Michael Hohmann, Ex Developer Support
Manager for Amiga Technologies

A With the tight softwate. Allot could do ansaime things lot
mesiciems see blew csrlimi stamina systems sit if the waist

networking capabilities to put even the top
of the range Power Mac to shame, and for
a better price according to Phase 5, What's
more, there'll be an Amiga style operating
system to boot, increasing productivity
through multitasking and a better user
interface. All that's needed then is a port of
Quark Express or at least some other DIP
package with the same level of power. It
remains to be seen if the N.Box will capti-
vate the big developers in the same way as
it has Amiga enthusiasts.

Eager  a n t i c i p a t i o n
Things are already looking good, though,
with the Amiga's major remaining develop-
ers keenly interested in porting their
packages initially to the PowerUp
upgrades for standard Amigas and then
later to the A\Box. Kermit Woodall of Nova
Design Inc., creators of the superb
ImageFX image processing software had
this to say.

"The announced hardware specification
are exciting. Speaking as just another
Amiga owner I think the biggest issues will
be Amiga compatibility - either true com-
patibility or design philosophies. We are
considering porting ImageFX to the A\Box
but it's still too early to know what move
Nova Design might make."

Mr Woodall reflects many of our con-
cerns but finishes on a positive note by
going on to say:

''We're also quite interested in backing
Phase 5's PowerUp PPC board, This board
addresses current Amigas quite nicely. We
look forward to these as well since they
can provide a path for present Amigas to



So what 's  i t  go t  then?
' P o w e r  P C C P U
Up to a theoretical 500MHz maximum,
the A" Box is well poised to move with
Motorola's Pentium beater. Multiple
CPUs are even possible.

•128-b it  high p erf o rm an ce
Unified M e m o ry  Arch it ect u re
Memory access speed is a factor in
CPU, disk and video/animation perfor-
mance. The A\ Box's 100MHz bus with
SDRAM memory can manage an
incredible 1.6 Gigabytes per second.

*64-bit  p rocessor bus
Pentium PCs get by with a processor
bus clock of 33MHz (not the CPU clock
rate), the A, Box starts with 100MHz for
blistering access to the system.

*Two 24-bit  video  D M A s
Not one but two video output systems,
one for extremely high true-colour
resolutions and the other for video
work which may be genlocked. On-
screen windows can be viewed from
either using different image types (RGB
Dr CMYK etc)

*Four 16-bit  aud io  ou t pu t s
Each of these outputs at CD quality
44KHz 16-bit but can be real-time
mixed for an infinite number of virtual

achieve PPC speeds without sacrificing
backwards compatibility."

Sharing a l ike
With the A\Box's basic compatibility with
the Amiga and the existing enthusiast
base, shareware authors should find it
straightforward to port and create new
software on the platform. Understandably
the developers we asked voiced concerns
over developers tools being made avail-
able. In particular Magic User Interface was
mentioned. If developer's support material
such as the MU graphical user interface
library is ported to the A\Box then the same
high level of Amiga shareware support is
virtually guaranteed. We tracked down the
author of MUI, Stefan Stuntz, to ask him
about a port to the A\Box.

As far as MUI goes, I do intend to port
MI  to every important successor of
AmigaDS."

So will others follow suit? It's assumed
that Phase 5's Amiga graphics retarg sys-
tem, CyberGraphX, will form the basis of
the graphics API (Application Programmers
Interface). This should ensure compatibility
with the Amiga's existing 24-bit software
with CyberGraphX compatibility. For exam-
ple, programmers contracted to Phase 5
have already extended the AmigaOS
datatypes capability to 24-bit.

The capability of the A\Box to house
very fast high-end Power PC CPUs and
even multiple CPUs and the incredible
graphics specification (and video output),

Here are  the  technical  specifi cat ions
mixed channels per output. The FAME
DSP-RISC can be used to further process
the audio.

•T w o  video  input  port s
Full digital quality 'WV  4:22 inputs
allow very high quality video grabs to
be processed. Combined with the FAME
DSP-RISC unit, they could be mixed in
real time for Video Toaster style effects.

• Tw o  Audio  inputs
Standard 16-bit audio inputs for every-
day to CD quality sampling.

•  LCD ( I  I- d i s p l a y  cont ro ller
As standard can drive LCD screens like
laptops pointing towards a portable
A..13ox being constructed with ease, Also
handy for the desktop front-panel LCD
idea as per our cover concept render.

•  PCI b u s
The high-performance card standard for
the PC comes to the A \Box allowing the
bolt-on of cheap third party hardware if
any of it is needed

•L o cal  16- b i t  D M A  bus
Running at 66MHz, this bus can be used
for universal low-cost applications
which need up to 132Mb/s transfer
rates. Also known as the hacker's bus

means that Phase 5 could target the graph-
ics workstation market the Amiga once
dominated. Silicon Graphics workstations
may be seen as being too expensive and
with an inferior operating system, not to
mention the lack of third party PD tools that
Amiga compatibility brings to the task.

Even if Phase 5's Amiga compatible OS
fails to gain support in this niche. Mr
Dietrich told us that they were working on
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• 'F irewire'  IEEE 1 3 9 4
An new extremely high speed interface
standard accepting up to 64 devices,
long cable lengths and up to 200
megabitVs transfer rate. Especially
useful for digital video cameras and
future devices.

•  'FAME•DSP-RISC co-processor
The Flexible Area Management Engine
is custom Digital Signal Processor
which can process audio/video data in
real time for synthesis and effects. 3D
graphics will also benefit greatly and
you could even have circular windows.

• Fast  SCSI  II
Phase 5 go back to their roots with a
built in fast DMA SCSI-II interface.

•  ISDN
For the comms nuts, A\13ox has a built
in ISDN modem allowing dial-up or
leased line access to the Internet and
such forth.

•Arn ig a co m p at ib le O S
Running the whole show will be Phase
5's operating system which is already
100P/o AmigaOS Exec compatible, cur-
rently in testing. Advanced features
such as built-in support for multi
processors will be added,

Orgdrnsing tfle drpiers to allow a major
flavour of Unix (probably Linux) to run on
the A\Box. Again with its networking capa-
bility and built-in 'Firewire• high speed com-
munications, it could find a foothold as
everything from the basis of a professional
'render farm' to a stand-alone graphics
workstation to an Internet server, Phase 5
appear to be hedging their bets wisely. •
Mat Bettinson

CAJPIRIWA Ellocaschattiall Flev.
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Address:

Name- Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

The Internet is a whole new world of exciting things just waiting
to be discovered. Providing, that is, you can get through.

ditat, aimsto connect you first time, every t i m e .
- - - -
) Here at NETCOM. Karen makes sure you do just that.

You see, she helps us to operate more modems per customer
than other Internet Service Providers -  which means you
should never hear the engaged tone_

Our huge web cache in Bracknell (which is packed with
all the most popular sites and games) also means you don't
end up trying to connect to the same server at the same time
as six million other surfers.

You'll also always be able to get through to our helpline if
you get stuck, as our technical support staff are here 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year.

Karen and her modems also save you money. Because
they're the fastest available, you'll spend less time on-line
downloading files and so have smaller phone bills. Not that
you'll be spending a lot of money; all we ask is a flat fee of
just E14.95 a month (including VAT) and you can have your
first month for a special introductory price of just E5.95.

If you'd like to get more out of the Net with NETCOM call,
_fax, apply at our web site or send us the coupon below. We'll
then send you your free copy of NETCOMplete Amiga that'll
have you better connected within 10 minutes.

Coll: 0800 973 001 Fax 0645 123 512 Apply at: http://www netcom netuk T h e  Internet people it's easier to get on with

PLEASE SEND ME MY FREE COPY OF N E TC OM ple t e
-
A m igo  o n  d i s k e t t e .  
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E 5 . 9 5
.

III be using the Net tor LJ business p le a s u re  b i t  of both. Send completed coupon to: Netcom Internet Limited, Freepost IK 2238, Box 512,
28 Old Brompton Rood, South Kensington. London 5W7 3BR.

Poslcode   T e l e p h o n e    n o t  to recerre such informakon
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PITCOM and NETCOMplete ore trademarks c4 NETCOM On•Line Communication
Serwces Inc. All other brand names and trademarks ore fully recognised as the
property or their respective owners.
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Basic system Desirable •
•Amiga 1200 System
• Hard drive • 68060-based Amiga

• CPU and RAM upgrade • I f
-
ta
b  
M
o
t
i
o
n

• Domestic VCR video card
• imagine 4.0 • Lighthave 30

•Various PO utilities • High quality S-VHS VCR

Part I I :
Professional  3 D  G r a p h i c s

What  c o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  t h a n  t u rn i n g  y o u r
beloved h o b b y  i n t o  a  c a re e r?  I f  y o u  t h i n k
you're a  b i t  h a n d y  w i t h  3 D  g ra p h i c s  y o u
could d o  w o r s e  t h a n  t o  g i v e  i t  a  s h o t
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watching a movie that seemed
to be going nowhere, when all
of a sudden it 's transformed into
an adrenalin-pumping thriller as

a blast of computer generated spacial
effects hits the screen? Even though
these cutting edge effects are often
there to bolster weak plots or gloss over
wooden acting, the fact that they can
make such a difference to a production
just goes to show how important the
whole computer graphics thing has
become in the movie and TV business.

Since Tron amazed us all those years
ago with its surreal computer animated
scenes, techniques and tools have
advanced to such a degree that now
we're never quite sure what is real and
what is a bunch of cleverly arranged
pixels. Only a few years ago computer

graphics in movies were limited to simu-
lations of simple machines: spaceships,
robots, anything except real life animate
objects or creatures.

All that's changed now of course. Just
look at the incredibly realistic creatures in
the movie Jumanji (among others, the
elephants were totally computer generat-
edl or of course Jurassic Park, still to be
outclassed by anything Hollywood has
produced since.

And then of course there's Toy Story,
the Steamboat Willy of computer anima-
tion. and the relentless march of the sci-fi
epic sucti as the Star Trek movies and
Independence Day.

Maybe you'd like to get in on the
action yourself? There's no reason why
you shouldn't if you've got the necessary
skills and talent. All you need is determi-
nations and some pointers

Living
Suggested systems
You've probably already got all i t
takes to script, model, render and
record your first video showreel,
even i f you don't k now it. One of
the Amiga's most useful aspects is
its video output.  Ne we r Amigas
have a  colour composite video
output and all Amigas have a
higher quality RGB video out to
connect to a video recorder. This
means you can record animations
to video from any Amiga. Utilities
such as Viewtek  can play anima-
tions direct from a hard drive, so
you don't need a lot of RAM but i t
helps. Both suggested systems
below will be able to output large
3D animations to video tape.



FEATURE

Animation to
,and modelling

are the twe
main talents

pull need to
empire. This

sequence af a
gallopimg

horse was
mated

entirely Iron
scratch by Jeff
Ranasinghe of
Pete Artwork

NMI!
LightWave to

model the
horse arid

bring rt to We.
0 you can

come up with
an original

sequence like
this you

should be well
am your war to

a fruitful
career in 3M.

Below more
animation from

Jell Ranasinghe
on a mere

sinister tip.
Right CO Amiga

reader
Patrice Mille

demonstrates
the canon.

modelling style
with an

add' eeking
character. 1
,

mqk

,s r i
t  
b

'drat .•

P
J i b  t f
,

wi41
-

If you want to earn a living from 3D
computer graphics, you should have fig-
ured this one out already. Your Amiga is of
course an ideal tool on which to cut your
rendering teeth. Using last month's
Imagine 4.0 cover disk give away (com-
plete with FPU version, we wouldn't hold
you back with only an integer version)
you can emulate just about anything you'll
see on the silver screen, even if you
would need a fair bit of RAM and prefer-
ably a digital video hard disk editing sys-
tem to pump out full video resolution
sequences in realtime (not such a pipe
dream in fact).

Imagine 4.0 can handle every part of the

process, from wireframe modelling.
through texturing with its own procedural
features and brush maps, to
animating with inverse kine-
matics, bones, and automated
motion paths. While we can't
claim Imagine is an industry
standard with the movie
business, it's the ideal sys-
tem with which to learn
the ropes and craft
jaw-dropping
showreels to
present to the
big players in
Hollywood and
other leading
production companies.

Even the power of
lesser Amiga set-ups can
be harnessed to produce
sequences that are
sufficient to show off your
talents. If you're trying to
get a foot in the door of a
computer animation
production company. it's
the underlying techniques
And skills you should be
displaying rather than the
hardware you used to make
your showreel. See the 'Suggested
systems' box on page 29 for some exam-
ple set-ups

Perfect combinat ion
All the best 3D graphics you see in the
movies (and anywhere else for that matter)
are the product of a combination of the pro-
ducer's knowledge and use of the soft-
ware/hardware and traditional animation and
cinematography techniques.

Think about it  how many names do you
see scrolling up the screen during the
closing credits of an average movie? Lots,
because no one person can be expected to
be an expert in acting, storyboarding,
directing, producing, make up, wardrobe,
photography, editing. sound recording,
scripting, catering

However, all of these skills and more
are required to put together a major league
movie, and if the computer generated

sequences are to fit seemlessly with the
live footage, they too must be planned and
'filmed' according to the same set of cine-
matic 'rules'. To this end, it's worth trying to
apply many of these traditional movie mak-
ing techniques to your own sequences.

Computer animation opens up loads of
new options which previously would have

been too dangerous, too expensive or
just plain impossible to achieve

with conventional filming
methods. If you're making

your own brand of
animations and 3D
movies, you can
do what the hell
you like, but if you
want to be snapped
up by the movie •
industry you should
be careful not to get

too unrealistic with
your lighting, camera

motion paths and so on.
Not every 3D
sequence has
to resemble a
ride in the fro
car of a roller-
coaster. Even

so, if you were to
be taken on board

such a production com-
pany, it would probably be your modelling
and animating skills that would be of inter-
est. Specific direction of the 3D
sequences, including its photography,
would not mecessarily be your concern. b
it won't hurt to show an understanding of
the bigger picture.

The  r ight  skills
Modelling and character animation are the
two main skills to acquire and display.
Unlike 3D work for games, which forces
the use of very few polygons and simplis-
tic structures (in a game everything must
be re-rendered up to 50 times every sec-
ond). 3D modelling for TV and the movies
gives you more freedom to develop your
objects with finer details, both in terms of
the underlying wireframe mesh, and the
textures and bump maps that adorn them.



Building up a complex animated model
from scratch can be a daunting prospect
for the beginner. It's not easy and neither
is it something you're likely to pick up
overnight It can be tempting to take a
nice big object from a CD-ROM and just
use that in your own animations, but if
you can't model your own then you're not
going to have much to offer any prospec-
tive employer. Anyone can load an object,
position it and hit the render button,
However, if you want an insight into how
models are built, then examining and
modifying existing objects is a good place
to start.

It's worth taking time and testing your-
self to see if you can really cut when it
comes to making highly realistic models. It
might be a painful process, especially if
your Amiga is on the slow side, but there's
no point presenting anyone with a bunch
of half baked characters and objects that
have visible seams, stray polygons and
edges that don't match up. It would be
better to fine tune a couple of really
impressive pieces that are more likely to
get people to take notice.

Rich in texture
Good texturing can make the difference
between an object that looks like a•bit of
computer graphics and something that's
totally convincing. Procedural textures are
great and can be perfect for some jobs.
especially for very large scale renders of
organic objects, but don't forget brush
maps though.

The main problem with using brush
maps is that they pixelate when viewed
too close up. but they do give you the
advantage of being able to scan or grab
images and patterns from any sources
you have available. If you're working on a
showreel project to go Onto VHS video
you should be able to work around these
problems. Brush maps are very useful.
especially if you want to 'cheat' by mak-
ing up some objects as part of the back-
ground scenery: just build a simple plane
object and wallpaper it with your brush
map. Make sure the camera doesn't get
too close or view it from the side.

Brush maps are just as useful for those

big showcase objects too. Remember
that you can make your own brush maps
from scratch, modify existing images or
even render procedural textures to
surfaces and then enhance them from
within a paint package or image proces-
sor, to be re-applied to an object within
your :30 software

Real is t ic  a n i m a t i o n
The third and possibly most important
skill is animating your objects. This does-
n't mean putting an object in a scene and
setting a path for the camera to zoom
around as it tracks the central object. This
is real animation, in which the various fea-
tures of the object move realistically, with
convincing inertia, speed, interplay with
each other and a natural fluidity.

Depending on whether you're animat-
ing fictional cartoon type characters or
going for convincing monsters (or even
humans), you'll need to use different ani-
mation styles. For cartoons, get some
books from the library that explain the
concepts of bendy, stretchy animation.
For real life creatures you're best off
examining filmed footage of the real
things, or at best close relatives (you
might want to study lizards for example
preparation for a dinosaur animation).

If you're really confident you could
have a crack at modelling and animating a
human. Now that's a challenge and a half.
Beware though, if you can't pull it off,
don't expect people to tell you 'it's  good,
considering...". No-one is going to be
impressed by a sequence that stars a
crash test dummy playing the part of
Arnold Schwartzenegger (although the 3D
model's acting might be a be of an
improvement -  only joking Arnie).

O r i g i n a l i t y
When you're starting out, mimicking
those at the top of the trade is a natural
thing to do. and can be a valuable part of
learning the ropes. However, it's original
ideas that witl get you noticed. Look at it
from a prospective employer's point of
view. If they get a showreel through the
post and it apes all the effects and tricks
seen in their latest production or uses the
flavour of the month theme, why should
they be interested in you? They could do
that themselves.lf you can impress them
with a trick or an effect they've not seen
before, or do something much better than
it's been done before you'll get their
attention and immediately command
some respect.

Spinning corporate logos probably
won't raise many eyebrows. Any render-
ing system worth its salt can import a
font, texture it, bevel it and warp it
through a set of gymnastic moves with lit-
tle more than a couple of mouse clicks.

Above all, stick with it and if you really
are sure this is what you want to do,
you'll probably get there in the end.

Thanks to Jeff Ranasinghe and Pure
Artwork for their help with this feature. •
Tony Horgan

Your  best  f o o t  f o r w a r d
The wa y  you present yourself and your work
is critical. Even when someone is actively
recruiting ne w staff,  the  chances are tha t
they will not have much spare time to spend
to look through applicants' work .  Make i t
easy for  them. VHS video tape is the  best
way to present a showreel. Don't string out
your showreel w i th long credits and intro-
ductions tha t fade up and down over the
course of a fe w minutes. Cut all tha t out,  bar
a fe w seconds containing all your details
(don't worry, they  will have a pause button
on the ir VCR) and cut to the chase wi th short
and snappy sequences tha t show off all the
best points  of your models and animations.

Render your showreel to ful l  screen size i f
you have the  time, CPU power and memory,
but i f not then don't be too concerned about
using a smaller screen size. VHS won't make
perfect copies of your animations, so using
HAM or HAM-8  screenmodes will be fine, and
allow for a high output frame rate and good
colour depth.

Colour print-outs  of your work  should also
accompany your showreel and covering le t-
ter. These will have an instant impact and
can be especially important i f you are sub-
mitting work  'cold' in a  situation where the
recipient may not be able to watch your
showreel there and then. Remember to put
your name, address, phone number and any
Email details on everything you submit.

CAREER OPPORIIINII1ES
CONTACI1NG ILM

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
TECHNICAL AWARDS

OTHER LINKS

4  The Internet
IS one way
In approach
companies.
Inenstmal Light
and Magic
advertise vari-
ous jobs oil
their web site:
went opaihb
04-- dal
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emember Utopia -
excellent strategy
game? What about its
much better sequel

K240? Yeah, I loved those games,
but we haven't seen anything as
good on the Amiga for ages now.
However, that may all change as
Dave Kirk of Apex Systems has
just shown me a very early demo
of his new game in development,
Alien Presence: Dawn of the Sixth
Sun (DOSS), Even at this stage
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•  DR February
•  Developer: Vulcan Software

ulcan move away from
1Mb Amigas shock!
Vulcan Software, the
company infamous for

catering for 1Mb Amigas are
choosing to see 1997 in by
releasing a game that is AGA only
and needs of minimum of 6Mb to
run. It's a refreshing change and
a welcome one and hope

A l
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1.D a w n  of  the Sixth Sun
•  Due for release: March •  Developer: Apex Systems

urnout

DOSS looks like the game that
will take over from where its pre-
decessors left oft The main aim
of the game (just like Utopia and
K240) is for you to build, expand
and explore the far reaches of
space and for your intrepid colony
to develop on one of 100 planets
across more than 20 star sys-
tems. With that in mind you
must be successful in
co-ordinating your
resources by building
structures, giving your
people suitable employ-
ment, defending yourself
against alien onslaughts and
tracking astronomical events
like comets, meteors, and worm-
holes, just like the ones found in
TV's Babylon 5! Most of all
the hard stuff is being done by

fully will prove exactly
what Vulcan are
capable of. A500 owners don't
despair though. Vulcan are not
abandoning you just yet, it's just

that their latest game,
Burnout looks like it is

, going to be very high
spec. A futuristic car

racing game it
promises lot of
fast paced action
as well as multi-
player delights. Up
to four players
will be able to bat-
tle against one
other in one of the
space-age race

tracks_ There should
also be a shop facility
for you to soup up
your car, (incidentally
Vulcan are planing to
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Dave himsell, but it
will probably be a while

before we see it 'in its final
form', as it's a long way off from
completion. It looks like DOSS
could well give Amiga games
players what they want, as this is

release expansion
disks at a later date
with different types
of cars.)

Burnout looks good,
graphically, so far. We're looking
forward to getting the finished
version in for review very soon. In

possibly their most ambitious
project yet. CU Amiga Magazine
will definitely find out more over
the next few months when we
shall uncover the rest in a full
review as soon as possible. •
Mark Forbes

the meantime there
is a demo of the

game on this month's
cover disk CD so you

can have a look at it yourself.'
And Remember: clunk, click
every trip. •
Lisa Collins



o g r a t s
•  Price: E12.99 •  Publisher: Vulcan Software (C) 01105 610269
Vulcan S o f t w a r e  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  s o m e  o f  t h e
most add ict ive  g a m e s  f o r  t h e  A m i g a  o ver
last f ew  years.  C a n  t h e y  d o  i t  again?
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seem as though — as
well as becoming a
classic in its own life-

time - Lemmings has done as
much for the world of games as
any other puzzler you can think of
let ... like Tetris. And that's it!)

Though it's always hard to
describe exactly what sort of a
game Lemmings was (no simple
beat 'em up or RPG-like monikers
can easily be attached) the key ele-
ment was the fact that you were
no longer controlling the main
character (or characters) on the
screen but rather the environment
in which they lived. Sure, you
'Lind-of' controlled the little lems,
but you weren't doing it in the tra-
ditional 'move joystick left to make
them go left' way. If anything,
you'd have to refer to Lemmings,
and subsequent copies such as
Troddlers, as protect 'em-ups sim-
ply because the purpose in each
game always seemed to revolved
around getting a set number of
somethings to a particular safe
area on the screen.

Psygnosis themselves followed
Lemmings with Benefactor, a sort
of cross between Lemmings and a
Lode Runner-esque platform
game, and now (he said, conve-
niently forgetting about a thousand
other copies and linking weakly)
we find ourselves once more at

di The advantage el the spilt screen MC3115 that yes
Dike,' ire eye on your ckarges at all times

the doors to the ever
inventive Vulcan
Software, ready to forget
characters that say annoying
things like "it's in my pocket" and
instead welcome the Bograts -
the new Lemmings!

Bogroll
Unlike Lemmings, you do have a
physical character on-screen in
Bograts; taking on the role of
Mummy Bograt, charged with pro-
tecting her two offspring and (yes,
you guessed) getting them to a
safe location on over 60 levels.

This involves much
pulling of levers to acti-
vate ladders, moving
blocks to either clear
the way or neutralise
haz ar ds
-
s uc h 
a s  
fi e r
y

pits and spikey holes,
and lots and lots of for-
ward planning.
Exactly how the game
works is quite hard,
but it's down to lots of
trial and error, with•

tons of forward planning
to boot. The two Bograt

children have different
skills; one being able to eat

baddies and the other collecting
and using keys, so controlling their
direction also needs to be an
important part of your thinking.
You yourself have a number of
bombs to blow up blocks, but
often you'll (all too late) realise that
you've destroyed a necessary
piece of landscape and have to
restart (d'ohl) but that's not as
simple as it sounds -

Begin again
Whereas most puzzle games will
let you make as many mistakes as
you like. Bograts is actually quite
harsh as you can only leave a
messed up level to return to the
very beginning or to one of five
saved game positions. However,
though you may think that sounds
OK, you have to earn the right to
save games by collecting twenty
hearts left around the platforms.
This means that you're constantly

A %I've oot to be a bit of a forward duller ii you
rant to e l  intywkete in this p m .

risking wasting your hearts on an
easy level, or getting right to the
end, suffering a right old cock-up,
and then having to go back to the
beginning of the last saved level.
Now you might think this is a
good, longevity-enhancing feature,
or a right nightmare. I'm not sure,
but it certainly adds an element of
danger to the proceedings!

Bogntrts
And that's your lot! It costs E13,
should last you quite a while and
is actually quite a well-thought out
little game. The graphics aren't
particularly conducive to good visi-
bility (with the Vulcan trademark
brown and grey giving it the large
one throughout!) and it's often dif-
ficult to know what's background.
what's foreground, and what's an
object, but other than that gripe,
it's pretty user-friendly. A nice little
effort, and no mistakin'l •
Matt Broughton

BOGRATS
ADO

AIDO

111200

IMICI

AMMO

MS110

111 workbench version 1 . 3
•  number of disks 2
•  RAM 2 M b
•  bawl disk installable y e s

MAL I
Totally addictive
and absolutely
involving punier.

graphics
sound 8 1 %
lastahility  1 1 3 %
playability  1 2 %

3 5



GAME REVIEW

nsices
Furba s
•  Price: £19.99 •  Publisher: Binary Emotions t  01122 116074

I t a u t  I  s a w  p u d d y  ca t ,  I  d id ,  I  d id .
Too  r ight  you  d id  m a t e .  Y ou  s a w
lots o f  d i f f e r en t  co l o u r ed  o n es  in
this excel len t  Tet r is  c lone.

0  etris fans -  all your

birthdays have come
at once. And even if
you're not a Tetris fan

you will be one after a few bouts
of this game. Minskies Furballs is
one excellent Tetris clone. Even
the NMS boys (who we share an
office with) seemed a little bit
impressed by it and kept mutter-
ing something about Kirby's
Avalanche on the SNIFS

Choose your
w e a p o n s
It's brignt, s  colourful and it's
easy to play. All you've got to do

is manipulate the
oncoming
coloured
blocks (little
puddy cats
called gor-
bils) into
matching
groups of four
or more. Each
time you do this
you send a fish symbol
or little grey blocks down on your
opponent's side mucking up their
arrangements so they've got to
get rid of them.

As well as grouping your
blocks together you've got a vari-
ety of weapons at your disposal.
There are three offensive
weapons and three defensive
ones. A red bar at the bottom
increases-as you progress
through the game and so does

A loser: yeti cam alter tire shill level ler each pl -edo-pl ayet mode The settiag eeeds to be sorted out
dumb Abuse. there is oily this tabs in two-pial el iiue
.

•

A It's time ter a bomb. Mire the target around tight you're happy you want to blow that section away But be
quick you've only a colotdown oh hue to do in it.

your weapon status. Weapons
begin with the bomb and then go
on to items such as phaser,
avalanche and shield. To select
one lust push up and fire. Getting
rid of the grey blocks is the main
way to get any weapons and it
will flash up on screen which one
you've currently got. Bombs are
handy for getting yoarself out of
trouble and freeing up some
space. I am disappointed though,
that there isn't a way to send a
bomb over to your opponent so
you could mess up their game.

That gripe aside, control is
easy enough, press down on the
joystick to speed up the blocks,
up to select weapons and left and
right to move the blocks around.
Likewise on the keyboard use left
and cursor keys to move either
way, right Amiga and right alt to
rotate the blocks,

Some of the weapon selection
is also a bit hit and miss though.
When you select a bomb it's quite
straightforward -  target appears
and you get a countdown of five
to select the part you want to

obliterate. The phaser weapon,
which blitzes in straight lines, is
harder to find. It seems to be
slightly off screen so a bit of guess
work is needed here

A  bit  o f  a
charac te r
There are eleven tables in all to
complete and each table has its
own figurehead. This doesn't real-
ly affect the game much but adds
a bit of variety to the levels. The
one with the three bears is a bit
strange and off putting as the little
picture of the bears keeps zoom-
ing in and out for some unex-
plained reason. This is a bit hard
of the eyes.

The avalanche weapon that
your opponent sends your way
every now and then doesn't help
your eyesight either as it shakes
the screen around vigorously for a
few minutes. In addition, on some
levels, the background graphics
blurs in a bit too much with the
blocks. I found myself missing
connections because I couldn't
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Cl 99,99 1260/50 OMB
E219.99 1260/50 4MB
E237.99 1260/50 8MB
E279.99 1260/50 16MB
E429.99 1260/50 32MB

A bit fruity
As a bonus, a t the  end of
every level or so you ge t
the chance to have a go on
a mini fruit machine. As
well as being a bi t o f a
novelty you can also rack
up some handy extra points
here. I f Lady Luck is w i th
you, you can accrue some welcome goodies: thre e
lemons gets you tw o continues, three  grapes 4 ,000
points and three bananas 2 0  coins. Press fi re  on the
joystick or right Amiga  on the  keyboard to play. You
skip it a ltogether i f you wish by  pressing Right a lt.  Buy
why miss out on these lovely extra  frui ty  points? Other
ways to score extra  points  are the  number of connec-
tions you've made in any one go and how  many blocks
you used up in each game.

make out some of the
coloured blocks.

In two-player mode,
confusingly called mul-
hplayer, however, you only have
one table to play on. There's a
choice of three, five and nine
bouts and you can also alter each
player's skill level. The two-player
game is a bit tricky as the
the skill level for play-
er two seems stuck
at ultra fast mode.
However, Andrew
Jolhe from Binary
Emotions said
that that this
problem will be
corrected by th(
time of Press.

Totally
addictive
Minskies is totally addictive and
great fun to play. The ingame tune
and the little shouts of "here we
go
- 
a
n
d  
"
y
o
u
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n
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add to the overall enjoyment. The
only problem I have with it was
that, at times, there didn't seem to
be much difference between easy
medium and hard mode. Your
computer opponent's logic also
seems a bit warped occasionally
and behaves strangely by either
not making any connections
at all or by sending down
mountain loads of little
grey blocks all at once
totally wrecking any
chance you had of

,s*

. . . N O M  h • • • • • . . .

•  workbench version 1 . 3
•  number of disks 4
•  RAM 1 M b
•  hard disk installable y e s

c an

A Left the sospicioesly macho !Nebo adorns his
table while. above, Kiintedy scowls oa hers,

getting any further in that level.
Despite this you can get through
Minskies quite easily if you set
your mind to it. But there is

enough of a decent game in
there to make you want

to go back to it time
and time again. I love
it, At E19_99 it's a
bargain especially
when there is an ECS
version included. This

is almost identical to
the AGA version and

only suffers a slight loss of
quality in the graphics depart-

ment. Once the two-player
mode is sorted it'll be a worthy
purchase indeed. •
Lisa Collins

MINSKIES MUMS
/1500

A5110

llO
graphics
sound
lastability
playability

Excellent
hots clone,
Superb value.
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WAIT!
When you first receive your
har d dr r s e w e  th i n k  th e  l a s t
thing you want Co do it to have
to reformat it. All our drives
are set up CORRECTLY. We
can even configure the drive
to your specifications
'Drives are formatted &
Ins ta l led w i t h  Wo r i th e n C h
• OVER  150MB 01 top quality
Public Domain software
including: - Compugraphic
tents & clipart, Lightwave &
Imagine oteects, top demos &
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lies, games and lots more
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APOLLO ACCELERATORS
APOLLO 1240/1260

The new Apollo 1240 features a fan cooled super-fast  68040 running
at 25MHz, in-built  FPU, Bat tery-backed c lock and 1 x 72 pin SIMM
socket  Making it  one of  the best  value accelerator cards available.

Also available:- APOLLO 2030 for A1500/A2000. APOLLO 620 for A600

1240/25 OMB
1240/25 4MB
1240/25 8MB
1240/25 16MB
1240/25 32MB

S
p
e
c
k

E199.99
0
1
1

 S U P E R  LOWSPECIAL OFFER PRICES
• 1240-4•13,.S219,99 1240-8MB...1237.99

25 Both Street,
Ilkeston, Derbyshire

DE7 8AH
Fax: (0115) 9444501

APOLLO 1230 LC A P O L L O  4040

1230LC OMB
1230LC 4MB
1230LC 8MB

. ,st
Arnga

lz 6E882 FPLI,
• I  0r4tAe1.

cicck
E99.

£119.
£13799

Cc. A c  •
t r.  CP.
Futy
CPU (C,i
ni 33, 4C
SIMM •

4040/40Mhz
4060/50Mhz

• •••  • 4
,
1 0 0 /
1  
• • ,

5
i
0
9
6
,  
1
2

co
- 
S
I
M
S
,
i  
I
n
t

049,99
£59999]
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25Watt s pe a k e r s  E 2 8 9 . 9 9

N E W  E ps om  S ty l us  5 0 0  Col our  I nk j e t Pr i nter .

Pr i nts 7 1 1 1 1 Le n s ta nda r d pa pe r  E 2 5 9 . 9 9  ,

E479.9,
E499.99
E517.99
E559,99
E629.99

APOLLO 1240/25 SURF THE NETf
14,400 FAX/MODEM

,1128,800 V34 FAX/MODEM
E129.99

4140-16M13.4279.99 1240-32M8...134919 INCLUDING CABLES & SOFTWARE
H o w  -
r o  
O R
D E
R

BY POST: Please make cheques and Postal Orders payable to "Visage Computers
- Please allow 5 Working days for cheques to clear
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS INCLUDING SWITCH & VISA DELTA
BY PHONE: credit/Debit card orders taken from 9.30am - 5.30pm Monda t o  Saturday

DELIVERY CHARGES NEXT DAY - E6.95



To m m y.  .Gunl
Price: E14.99 I  Publisher: Mutation Software © 01105 612616 4
( .
6F re s h  f ru i t  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s  a r e

n o rma l l y  g o o d  f o r  a r e n ' t  t h e y ?  N o t
in t h i s  g a m e ,  t h e y ' r e  n o t .
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mild mannered tomato
is happily veging out in
front of the TV when his

tranquil world is rocked by one
phone call. His mate, the Big
Cheese phones him with
some shocking and dis-
turbing news: aliens
have invaded and
transformed their
universe into one of
mayhem. Tommy,
enraged by this news,
vows to rid the world of
these pests and sets off to
blow the troublemakers away.

T h e  b ig  c h e e s e
And so the scene is set, your fate
is in the hands of one brave toma-
to and his cheesy friend (who inci-
dentally, only appears in two-player
mode). Armed with your trusty
rifle, in this scrolling shoot 'em up.
you've got to blast your way

A Polly wood a wicker? This second seaside level
was probably the hardest to get through.

A Oh no. two airy carrots are on the warpath. looks fike lade Tommy
is peering ant buckets ol lemma puree I in a green way type sweat

through five different worlds,
blowing away all the evil creatures
that are trying to kill you. To stop
yourself from turning into tomato
soup, position the cursor over your

intended victim and keep firing
You've also got some

bombs at your disposal
for a little bit of extra
backup. Just press
shift and L to let rip
And remember to
keep your ammuni•

tion and health levels
topped up by freeing

your friends, the little heart-
shaped creatures trapped in super-
market trolleys.

A n o t h e r  p l a n e t
There are four worlds, supermarket
city, paradise island, fairground
attractions, the sky fortress to get
through before you reach space
mountain where the aliens that
caused all the trouble in the first
place are. Tommy Gun is linear so
you've got to complete each world
before moving onto the next.
Luckily, there is a password sys-
tem, so you don't have to go
through any previously completed
levels. In a nutshell, for each
world, there's the same recurring
theme: you scroll by lots of nasties
and try to kill or be killed before
you reach the final end of level
boss. The only difference between

each level is the sprites
and the backdrops are
different. For example,
in the supermarket
level you've got things
like crazy carrots and
gung-ho gerkins to con-
tend with against a
scrolling backdrop of
stocked shelves, fridge
freezers and the like.
While in the fairground
attractions set up, the
c:arrots and backdrop
Ire swopped for ghoul-
ish clowns, crazy ghost
trains and all manner of
fairground sundries.

To o  e a s y
It all sounds cutesy and fun so far
doesn't it? Well, it is but Tommy
Gun is just too easy. You can whizz
through the five worlds in one sit-
ting_ There isn't enough in the
game though to make you want it
to go back to it. I found it incredi-
bly easy to complete and when
you do finish the game you receive
a special cheat mode for infinite
lives and ammunition which, to be
honest, would make the game last
about five minutes. The end of
level bosses are laughable, who
could take a huge clown or giant
lemon firing ice-pops at you seri-
ously? A few lobbed grenades fin-
ished them off within seconds.

I did get some enjoyment out
of TG. However, it was too easy in
some places and stupidly hard in
others, so there was no way to
plan any strategy. I also didn't like
the lack of a difficulty curve, it real
ly could have done with getting
more and more difficult as you
progressed through. Also, in two-
player mode, the scrolling nature
of the game made it too restricted

M5D1

TOMMY GUN
ASOk

ASN+

Akne

A2011

A30110

graphics
sound
lastability
playability

Scrolling shoot
'em up which is
too easy to last.

BO'
70
20
80

if

A That old clown down the manhole Inch gets them every time Remember to Irma as many al tie litde
spites in the trolleys to get power Bps health bermes a
nd n u e  t i r e s .

so you tend to get in each other's
way. Not good.

Tommy Gun would probably
suit younger players as it is quite
cute. I find it bizarre that the game
is dedicated to someone who died
in service. Maybe it's some kind of
statement about the futility of war.
If the levels were a bit harder and
more varied then TG wouldn't be a
bad little game as it stands it is too
easy to last for more than couple
of hours of enjoyment •
Lisa Collins

•  workbench version' 1 . 3
•  number of disks 1
•  RAM 1 M b
•  hard disk insiallabla no
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100o CERTIFIED ERROR FREE DISKS & LOCKABLE BOXES

.IPAXELL DS DD D S..1 4 0
10 3,5' Disks E 4 . 7 1  £ 5 . 9 9  +  10 see through box A d d  El 00
30 3,5' Disks E 1 0 . 9 9  E 9 . 9 9  +  100 top lockable box A d d  MOO
50 3.5" Disks. W M  E 1 7 . 9 9  +  100 cop lockable box A d d  Eke°

100 3,5" Disks M N  1 2 8 . 9 9  +  100 cop lockable box A d d  E4,00
150 33" Disks E 3 9 . 9 0  1 4 1 . 9 9  +  2 *100 lockable box A d d  E8.00
200 3.5" Disks M A  1 5 1 , 9 9  +  2 x 100 lockable box A d d  E8,00
500 33' Disks E 1 2 1 9 9  1 1 2 6 . 9 9  + 5 x 100 lockable box A d d  E17.50

1000 3.5" Disks E 2 2 9  99 E 2 2 9 . 9 9  + 10 x 100 lockable box A d d  E30.130
FREE LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE

CD ROM DRIVES
COMPAQ Double speed with Sauircei 1 0 9 9 9
REND Double speed with Squirrek - 1 1 4 7 , 9 9

FUSION VIDEO DENIM
itis•took ipedication note cienori. thee moot ior beali the
keine wee Ike airing trier, grophas I  diet
-
lira h o n e
moos' ond the lerrN anierisicred weir ithinteiria Meat

Ciftwoopeoweeftoonsi FLIF Streit HMO :eriaiiies you it odd
wool elects and ontriay ten lel to your witio E 9 9

MAGNUM RAM UPGRADES & ACCELERATORS
FREE OPUS 4 .1 2
RAM 110AID
NAM BOARD a  3.311Altz
64030/33M3uz a  PPU
60430/4914ka
66039/ 40Mhz A PP11
64934/110Mka
4110401 25Mhz
•4640/40111kc
66160/501111•1
SCSI 11 INTIAPACII
3351h* PtCC PPU

OMB
4 9 .9 9
7 9 .9 9
9 9 .9 9
1 2 9 .0 9
1 4 9 .9 9
1 4 9 .9 9
2 4 9 .9 9
3 2 9 .9 9
4 9 9 .9 9

7 9 .9 9
3 5 .0 9

4 M B
S7 .9 9
1 1 7 .9 0
1 3 7 .9 9
1 6 4 .9 9
1 5 4 .9 9
2 0 7 .9 9
207.1P9
307.99
337.99

2 M•
109.99
139.09
167.09
149.99
209.99
237.99
314.99
394.99
567.99

142MS
N/A
N/A

1 9 9 .9 9
2 3 9 .9 9
2 / 4 .9 9
1 1 7 .9 9
3114.99
4341.99
6 0 9 .9 9

32M S
N / A
N I A

2 6 9 .9 9
2 9 9 .9 9
3 2 4 .9 9
339 .94
4119.99
4 9 9 .9 9
4 7 7 .9 9

PCNICIA Cotopettle icr use wan civeronvo
or CC•2: • c o  Rom or to n a l  Zara wad Note des..,

HOW TO MO US

TOP QUALITY RIBBONS

MONITORS

SUPERHIGHWAY MODEM

ORIGINAL AMIGA SURFWARE
Software pack

• Suli oil your modem needs
• Net software •  I- mall
• Web Browser •  ittc oft

P R I N T E R S
INK JET - DESKTOP & PORTABLE

Amiga M14385  E 2 8 7 . 9 9
Microvitec 14" + Free speakers & Amiga adaptor  /274.99
Hitachi or Panasonic Monitor/TV  M 7 4 _ 9 9
Amiga 15" (15405)  0 5 9 . 9 9
Microvitec 17" 1705  E 5 2 9 . 9 9

Amiga Surfware pock when
purchased with arty modem E19.99

GP Fax Software E44.99
Seed re ce ive  fax with Fax
, M o c i e m

PHONE LINE EXTENSION CABLES • 3M E3.99 • 5M ES.99 •  10M E6.99 5 4 4  E7.99
Dual Socket Adaptor E3.99 -  Modem cable E10.99

•••••••-
• LIE VAT a  DELIVIA4 •

L.13 L 1 0 .0 0  PO P N i x ' ,  %,: J I l
t  i . ,  / O A  
O I l  
• t  • I i . .
1
,
J 1 • •  
P .  
1 ,

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE,
CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1 UU

SALES HEI.PLINi: 0B14416 9973 Mail order prices only M k  081-696 9974
: t i f  E4171, Pricos1Pork delesils me ikon tir without Wit t . Please *Holt 6 twill" d  s  for che e s to (lei
,

id /
1
4 
/  
A
l  
1  
(
:
)  
J
L
-
'   
c
,
z
1  
/  
/

.••••••-

S A L E S  F R E E  C A L L  0 5 0 0  7 3 7  8 0 0
O T H E R  E N Q U I R I E S  0 1 8 1  6 8 6  9 9 7 3  /  0 1 8 1  7 8 1  1 5 5 1

LOWEST PRICES BEST SERVICE RAPID DELIVERY

3 _ 5 "  D I S K S

GENLOCK

INKJET CARTRIDGES AND REFILLS
IP Deskiel 5 0 0 (
.
5 0 0 0 :5 0 0
C  
B l a c k
-  
_ 1 2
2 . 9
9

•  Diokiel Boa bill
IF Detkiet 000.060C Mock 1 2 2 9 9
IF Desk* 500C.560(6001,60C CMattr..--.125.99
Onon 0,200 Nods
:awn 1110/200 Nekka MEI  1 7 . 9 9
;Wien NOM IK Celour 1 3 4 . 0 0
:Oxen Protect IK M o n o -  -  ...... /20.SO

Add E2 for doilvorr

A50015004600 UPGRADES
0.500 Up ft IMit including clock_124.99
4500. up to 2Mb Including dock..128.99
MOO up to 2Mb Including clock -139.99

AFFORDABLE, FAST 33,600 bps,
5 years warranty. CE & BAST approved
• U p  to 134,400 bps using MNP5i 4 & V42

Data compression and error correction
• Class 1 & 2 For Interface
• Strong metal external case & Front panel LEDS

ACCESSORIES
AAVGA CABIN

Amigo to TV Scort
Amigo I . Sony TV
Maps to Amigo 11PornetiMoll nodose]
Modelaior orwhong Nod 2314/23F
Joyotick Sol Mon
Joyotisk Exteesion Mod 1
1 9 1Printer Lead-

MST COMO
Amigo 1209J500J500P1600
ilicrovitek.lhilies Monitors
fforrEltiten:Ponnsortit Priolors

ACONSIMIS
Amigo RIO Drives from Diroct 00144,12 -139.99
Amiga Mak,.. (Top Quality)  . 1 1 1 . 5 0
Wood arises 11500,1500•JA600.'A1700-.134,114 00
TV iiirdolotor 12 yet worrentyl 1 3 4 . 0 0
Orloff Movie Mot E 1 . 9 9
' 004 sobsio  1 1 . 9  9
21 Disk Heed Meow 4 1 . 9 9
Pythao IM torolkk 1 9 . 7 5
CM to Amigo 1100 Its. whe w' 1 2 9 4 9
Compettlen Pro Pod t 1 5 . 9 9
Poyboord far CO22 ile a  uire s ts q

0 . - '
I  
D E

£10.99
110.99
£10.99
E11.99
15.99
15.99

14.011

£4.00
14.00
MOO

BLACK
Amend MVP 2000,703 M O O
AnTavd DPAP4000 C 3 6 6
ArMwrIPONSZMEITAavao
Punsaud 9517  E 3 . 5 0
Olken 12CIDAS M S AI349
Epson LW CO S A I O
Spoon 1-X1011A1
1
0 
1 2
3 0

Fames" 11340350043009150 1 3 4 5
Exton 135191351031015B00 . C 3 4 5
NEC Pot Weer P2203 1 3 5 0
Selkesha $5P12001000/300 S A L E
Pc311050nr K X P 1 1 2 3
,
1 1 2
1 1
4 1 1 1 0  
1 3 . 3
0

Periommic 2135
Peroasuroc ICAP21212110 . 0 1 4 0
Skw ICI 0,11:111:1)  7 3 • 9 9
Oct LCZEO
Ski- L.0410,11.1200  S 3 , 0 0

COLOUR
Clews Wit 24 1 1 2 1 9
licreactic2135,2123/21110 1 1 1 9 9
Ski- LC10.20100 r 7 4 7 3
Mcm U300 -  . 1 1 1 3 0
9112' LC241024200  1 1 2 5 0

ADOE2 P&P

HARD DRIVES MEMORY SIMMS
INTERNAL 2.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE

NI no drivel ...therm...I por*Ii*Oed one haw Morkerirch. all you rote mit alia Hot
80Mb 2.5" £ 7 9 . 9 9  2 5 0 M b  1 1 2 4 . 9 9
120Mb . . . . . .  C89.99 3 4 0 M b E134.90
170Mb 2.5" £ 1 0 9 . 0 0  5 2 0 M b C159.99

INTERNAL 3.5" IDE for A1100 & A4000
850Mb 3.5" £ 1 3 9 . 9 9  1 . 6 G b 3.5" E 1 9 9 , 9 9
1Gb 3.5" E 1 5 9 . 9 9  2 . 0 G b 3.5"  E 2 3 9 . 9 9
1.20b 3.5" £ 1 7 4 . 9 9  2 . 5 G b 3.5" .......1259.99

All 3.5" IDE Hard drives require an adaptor cable
when lifted into an Al200

INTERNAL 3.5" + Steel fitting bracket + cables
+ Free Opus 4.12 +7 disks full of essential software

1Gb + Full kit £ 1 7 9 . 9 9  1 . 2 G b  + Full kit E179.99

QUALITY PRODUCT
LOWEST PRICES

Can be used with Viper,
Apollo, Magnum, Haw and

many others,
Call for latest prices,

as memory prices can
change da ily

72 PIN /  32 BIT
4Mb E 3 5
BM b 1 3 0
16Mb £ 9 9
32Mb 1 1 9 9

30 PIN /  1 6
1 1 11Mb 1 1 7

4Mb 1 0 0

1 ICANON BJC 2 4 0  COLOUR
• Prints up to 4  pages per min colour
• Built in smoothing function giving on offective

720 x 360dpi mono & 360 x 360dp1 colour
• Built in sheet feeder 100 sheets
• 3  Years wa r r a nty

CANON BJC 4 1 0 0  COLOUR
• Prints up to 4.5ppm colour
• 720 x 360 0 1  colour print & mono print
• 100 sheet automatic feeder
• Print on various media Ak4, 95, AS
• 3  Years warranty

CANON BJC 6 2 0  COLOUR
• M a x im um  rwsolution 7 2 0 ,  7 2 0 dpi
• 4  colour, 4  car tr idge  system
• M onochrome pr inting 1 .6 ppm

E194.99

E229.99

049.99
Canon 2 4 0  Col our   E 1 9 4 . 0 0
Canon 4 2 0 0  Col our   £ 2 4 9 . 9 9
C a n o n  1 .1 3 0  m o n o  p r i n t e r  f o r  h o m e  o r  p o r t a b le  u se  .   E 1 4 4 . 9 9
Canon 8170  colour  pr i nter  for  hom e or  por ta bl e  use  C 1 9 4 . 9 9
110w1011 Packar d 4 0 0  col our   £ 1 5 4 . 9 9
Howlett Packar d 6 9 0  col our  NEW  £ 2 5 9 . 9 9
Howlett Packar d 8 7 0  col our  NE W  £ 3 9 9 . 9 9
Hewlett Packar d 8 2 0  col our   £ 3 3 9 . 9 9
Epson Stylus colour  SOO NE W  £ 2 5 0 . 0 0
i n • n n  S t y lu s  c o lo u r  2 0 0  N E W   £ 1 7 9 . 9 9



GAME REVIEW

Fighting Spirit
•  Price: ETBA •  Publisher: Neo © +43 1 60 140 80
L a s t  m o n t h  w e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  A G A  v e rs i o n ,  n o w  t h e
E C S  a n d  C D  v e rs i o n s  a r e  h e r e  t o  p r o v e  t h e ms e l v e s .

0  hough our good old

chum the Amiga
has always had the
advantage over con-

soles such as the SNES and
Megadrive as far as churning out
great strategy romps, RPGs and

On-l.ne usable pe•aev•

adventure games goes, it 's
never really been a machine
that's got completely to grips
with the genre of the mighty beat
'em up. Shadow Fighter was
perhaps one of the more memo-
rable reuont (ishil attempts,

while the Mortal
Kombat titles
remain about the
closest thing to
an Amiga beat
'em up 'legend'
we've had,

CD.X
yo u ,

.at 129-95 but we .we offering a ete..0telet peke of .124.95 (mice ti •
r r ive $ ,Ithe

A  Reale st icks l ie  boot in before Von gels a chance
to Ise us special stick yawn.

D o n ' t  g i v e  u p
Of course, that's not to say that
various Amiga games makers
haven't tried - goodness no -  but
though many technological break-
throughs have been achieved on
the Commodore machine, finding
a way of shifting Street Fighter-
like sprites around at a half-
decent speed with a half-decent
appearance has always alluded

tet: (01163) 722169
13 Russell Terrace. Mundesley.

Norfolk NR11 a tj
9-30 - 8-00 Monday to Friday,

10-00 1 - 0 0  Saturdays
You can either phone your

order, email, cheque or
postal order.

richftsadeness.demon.co.uk
www.sadeness.demon.co.uki

IL H
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CHRISTMAS OFFERS
Adult Sensation 1, 2 or 3D  f .  1 8 • 99
Adult Sensation 4 E 2 7 - 9 9
AGA Experience Vol 2 E 1 4 - 9 9
Amiga Developer v1-1  E 1 3 - 9 9
Amiga Utilities 2 (2(D) E 9  • 99
Aminet 14 or 15  E 1 1 • 4 9
Amine( Subscriptions Available ...f 9 • 99
Ammo Box Set 1  E 1 9 • 9 9
Aminet Box Set 2 E 2 4 • 9 9
Aminet Box Set 3  E 2 9 • 9 9
AWEB 2-1  E 3 9 - 9 9
Cardgames E 1 3 - 9 9
Epic Encyclopedia 1 2 7 - 9 9
Euro CD f 1 1 - 9 9
Euroscene 2 E 6 - 9 9
Grolier Encyclopedia E 2 2 - 9 9
Horror Sensation L 1 2 - 9 9
Hottest 6 0 3 - 9 9
Into The Net (2(D) t 1 6 - 9 9
Killing Grounds (AB3D 2) 1 2 2 - 9 9

Pre-Order Price

O t
t
'
s .  
4

f.24 • 95
CD-X is an Interactive Multimedia Encyclopedia of the Paranonnal.
topics include:
Aliens and LIKA t h i s  CD will be one of the best renounces tor arrybody even temotelad A l l a t e , Ninterested in Alien tale RMS. tioldernatied Hying Objects. Alien abduction cases ando .
Enrounten etc. OM hundreds of informative end rteemaing k,r1 thite, a competarimiee UFO
image gaSery. some of the very best Silfeb Skies, masses of quaky animaticen and sound '  '  4  i r  4 1 ,
sampk-, and store, this is a teal multimedia eupenence. - 1 fiervesnment Covee-upt and Conspiracies, ad  you ere think that Mete weft things that yourI I
.rivernment wasnt telling r u n  l l .  there isi Some of the mou teeserret documents. 1 1 -
rpintoes and hies are here for you to see. Mak
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4xtd 1.1. •  ' k it h  as dismay% witchcraft. woodoo. tub, crop circle% assassinate:1m: space.

Magic Publisher , : ' 9  -99
Meeting Peels 4   1 3 - 9 9
Mods Anthology (4(D) : _ . 2 4 - 9 9
Multimedia Toolkit 2 ._   € 6 - 9 9
Oh Yes More Worms   f 4 - 9 9
Photogenics 2  1 8 9  • 95
Scene Storm  E 1 3 • 9 9
Speccy 96 (95%-AF)  1 4
9 9 Special Effects Vol 1  . 1 1 9 - 9 9
System Booster  • E 1 7 • 9 9
Texture Gallery (2(D).••• . .  E'15 • 99
Texture Portfolio E 1 2 • 9 9
The Utilities Experience Vol 1  1 8 -9 9
Weird Science Clipart f e • 9 9
World Info 95 t  16.99
World of Clipart Plus (2(D)  E1 2 • 9 9
Worms AGA (Directors Cut) E 2 4 - 9 9

PRE-ORDER
Champ Manager 2 (96-97)  1 2 2 - 9 9
Epic Interactive Quiz Show 1 2 3 - 9 9

6
3
:
4
7
9
5

a
.

Women of the WEB is an all new CDRom which is
compatible with any AGA Amiga, PC or Apple
Mac, It's an Interactive Multimedia Encyclopedia
of over 500meg of images, text related info,
MPEGS, WAV and MOV files for over 250 female
celebrities.
Women of the Ws  displayed in superb HT
documents which c v i e w e d  using any W
browser. le AWEB. Ibr V o y a g e r ,  Netscape e
t c
. .
(WEB browsers included, p  for Amiga. Apple
Mac and PC, ready to run

Order Price E29•95

usable preview available a l: h t l i  s a a l e i  tess:den

Come get
some!
Should you want
to get hold of a
copy of
Fighting Spirit,
you'll have to
get in touch
with Neo Software
Productions, Gmbh,
Business Park, Vienna -
Bauteil D1  Wienerbergstr.
7.7.0G A-1100  Wien,
Austria. Tel: +4 3  1 6 0  740
BO Fax: + 4 3  1 6 0  740 BO 6
Email: neo@info.co.uk
WiNiN:http/twww.info.co.ati
neo Wha t  a bl i nki n' pal ava!

the various coding geniuses!
However, all is not lost, as

every once in a while some
unknown coder turns up with
something quite cool and those
of you that read CU Amiga
Magazine last month will no

in



A fighting Spirit ICS differs very lit t le from the AGA
min Ikea own manse (lining styles end special me
doubt have read wan some inter
est Lisa Collin's review, last issue,
of a European Street Fighter
wannabe going by the name
of Fighting Spirit. Though
it scored reasonably
well, its proving diffi-
cult to actually get
your hands
on thanks to a lack
of UK distribution
lhowever, Direct
Software may be
stocking it very soon,
we'll let you know as
soon as we find out when)
and was also only available for
enhanced machines — ah, until
now this is

Simplicity
Yes the non AGA version is here,
boasting less presentational
goodies and loading in at on€.

verities: as still Ilan yout ten characters complete
rec.

disk lighter but remaining thank-
fully similar. You still have your
ten main characters to chose

from, each bristling with
special moves and vari-

ous attack styles,
accompanied by
their various attrac-
tive backgrounds
and animations.
The speed of play
is pleasingly

playable, and the
intelligence of the

CPU-controlled oppo-
nents is conducive to rea-

sonably good competitions. The
dodgy English in places is always
good for laugh_ The loading ani-
mations are also funny and fea-
ture a little guy firing bricks
out of his bum, no prizes for
guessing what that's supposed
to represent.

1 1 1
1Along w i th the  ECS version o f  Fighting Spirit,  we 'v e  also •

received the  CD version of the  game for  review this
month. However, seeing as how i t's  identical to the  AG A
game (a lbe it w i th a merc iful  lack of the  disk swopping
those of us NOT installing had to  endure!) we  thought
we 'd save ourselves the
trouble of using up one of
the valuable games review
pages by  bundling the
review in here. So e r ,  we l l
it's  basically the  same as
the AGA review from last
month (and not a mil l ion
miles from the  ECS version
being tes ted here). So tha t's
tha t sorted then.

CD- tast ic  ac t ion

Sadly, as always seems to be
the case, the like of Fighting
Spirit will never come anywhere
near troubling the best console
beat 'em up of the world, but it's
certainly one of the better offer-
ings violent Amiga owners have
had over the last twelve months.

I can't pretend that I'll be com-
ing back to this time and time
again, but compared to like of US
Gold's heinous Street Fighter
conversion, you can't help but
commend the producers on a
fine effort, •
Matt Broughton

A competent
attempt to get
Amiga nth on
the map

FIGHTING SPIRIT ECS
ASOII

ASIN t-

012N,

431011

44000

•  workbench version E C S
•  lumber of disks 4
•  RAM I C S
•  hard disk installable y e s

79%
70%

bility  8 0 %
ayability  8 4 %
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time to push the AMIE.. ILO It i limits.
Fast furious onilti player ata ion with impeccable

prodiahoin v3itn., and in-game graphics of
astimishtng quality in high resolutions.

Take commit id owe of 4 typeset futuristic can All
rrlulered on superb detail, each with their own

unique identities which obey Newtonian mechanits
for Aided redliam.

Hanks It out against 3 other players. whethei they
air human or CP1.1 controlled !
r
im  w i l l  
n e e d

precision reflexes. cunning strategies mid intelligent
directional decisions 10 tICCOInc the hest.

The Arenas to battle on Me of the highest image
quality and CAMILIIII tout unique surfaces,

bouncing barrier, ...ids ha pimnineting and death
tones for insiani

Burnout is mil) plasabk
, h o r n  
h a r d  
k i w i s . ,  
i s  
t o t a l
l y

won based and expandable beyond belief, new curs
will be released asclipansion riles and by stmply

dragging and eseciihng all Ides into your Burnout
garake you run instantly a id another car In the game
La bring the total Aimee up to 30 The same goes for

the Arenas going you a prissibile 99 different
los:alums to battle your skills on. whether It's a full

tolinlajuralt dwfiell by the CPU or knockout
chit/lenges that you destri yourself.

Hurnoin p i t  al','' feature a future editor that will
allow you to loud in an Arena of your own & u p

nuking Burnout one of the moa expandable games
cser prottlikod on the Amiga.

,

He‘

IITED IS PROUD TO PRESENT

F IL ItIM I  O u t

Fault 21145 is a very differem place loom the planet Iasi centurv.
The scarring of the past war it  eviihnit to every inhabitont although no rubble is visib le . no

bodies or radiation he here. Ire the 1104 war WII*4 a war lought by huge media giants.
The mew spetaiator spun. known as Burning provides the

masses with enteruinment and limes the pockets
of those who show it_

• O n l y  the bravest can burn out,
only the strongest,

only the hest

Multi-Play Up To 4 Players
Compatible With Parallel Pori
Joystick Adapters
AGA Amigas• 6 Meg Min
Playable From Hard Dr i
,
,c
On ly

liar*. Fully Rendered In
Game Graphics
Hires Laced 236 Cols t02.51ps
Stereo High Quality Musk
6 Channels Of  High
Definition Sound Effects
Aura-Interaidor Support
Newtonian Mechanics

Complex Artificial
Intelligence for CPU Players
Mechanics Shop And
Weapons
Full Tournament Arenas
Knockout Challenges
4 Individual Car Types
4 Indix idutil Arenas

4 Roans Challenges
Future Cat and Arena Disks

Future Editor Prostant

Vukan Software Limited. Vulcan House, 72 Queens Road. Buckland. Portsmouth, Hants P92.7NA England UK
Tel:444 (0 )1
0
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rformance:

Creativity:

Software choke:

•

One day we may see the rebirth of the Amiga with a PowerPC
processor and other new features to enable it to compete again
with today's systems, Sadly though, more than two years since
Commodore's demise, very little of substance has happened.
We've seen prototypes and promises, but that's about it...

Perhaps some can wait for the final outcome, but if you need
more performance, without paying the earth - and you need it
today - there's one real alternative to consider now...

All Macs arc PowerPC based fexcept Powerficii*
190s). Even entry level systems run at 100MHz
or 120MHz. with 2 1
-
. 1 0 MHz  
p o w e r h o
u s e s  
a n d  
i t i
O  
M i l
, .

multi-processor systems at the lop of the range.
. A p p l e  is the only mainstream computer company

r t . ,
who has been able to make the transition
from the older CISC (complex instruction set

MaC( ).., ciimpining) processors to the newer and faster

RISC (reduced instruction set computing) processortechnology • whilst still retaining full backward
compatibility with previous software.
Remember 48, PeraiuMPm & 6143X0 are Merely CISCl

Over I .N.P.) ridIRt• a t  packages (written
specially for PowerPC Macs) have been
shipped since Power Macintoshes were
launched in 1994 - plus there are thousands
of existing mograms which can also be used
Industry standard programs such as
Pagestream, Wind Perfect, Page FileMaker Pm,
Excel. Quark Xpres,s, Photoshop and many
others have all been developed for the Mac.

•
cs

• Macintosh still dominates the creative
wodd with an 81)% market share in
colour publishing.

• 65% of post-production video editing is on Macs,
• Mac int
os
h i s  
t h e  
m o
s t  
w i
d e
l y  
u
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s
y
s
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e
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f
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creation of Internet web pages.
• Most imigazines I probaNy the one you're reading

right now) are created on Macintosh_

„otP 1°' )(I
"  ' A

• • • • • • • • •

Connectivity & Expandability:

Education & Edutainment:

The Internet & Communication.
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• MI Macs are Internet reati. inain imlude
a 28,01ips risidem with full sen&receisc I k a p
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fax and .1111SWerphOnC management facilifir- 1 1
,• Industry standard web brnwsers. Netscape-
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were developed for the Mae Both give full awes..a Inom
carot t  t o  all Web sites with new Internet page layout

146 features like auto-tables and on-screen movies.
• The Internet's standard format for video files, called

QuickTime tor Quic k
-
r ime f o r  
W i n d o w s
) ,  
w a s  
a n

Apple development. Of c4airse it (limes as standard
with every Mac.

• All !.lacini.-1,L
, 
h , L . :  :
. s
r i r g b
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h  
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a
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s u n
d a n
i ,

so connecting systems together and adding shared
printers etc. coukint be easier.

• All Macintoshes have an external SCSI connector as
standard tearer Duosi - adding external drives,
cartridge drives. scanners etc really is Plug-and-Play.

• Low-cost digital cameras can he plugged Into
the Mac for instant real image input.

• Inexpensive incitistni standard PCI cards can
be used in all Mac systems from rite 5400 upwards.

• Mam, quality Macinu
,
sh i d l e s  
a r e  
w i d e l y  
a v a i l a
b l e

Doding Kindersley otter superb titles like The Ultimate
Human Body and 111Sit YIN of the Wald whilst Microsoft

publish Encana. Cinemania and Dinosaurs.
• Because Macintosh is the preferred system

within nun', educational establishments.
high quality software is assured.
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Only Apple can offer you both desktop and portable computers
that truly match the ease of' use the Amiga brought to your desktop.
Affordable Apple Macintosh systems have PowerPC RISC processors
with thousands of off-the-shelf programs available in areas where
the Amiga was previously so strong.

And, if you need to have the most compatible of all computers.
Macintosh is currently the only system that can run MacOS, DOS
and Windows applications via optional DOS Cards or SoftWindows.

.‘,1
1

• Apple i,  the %biles No. 1 Niulltifortha
PC. vendor.

• All desktop Macs have a fast CD-ROM d r i v e
. . .
CY - E T

as standard (portables get internal CD SOOn t00).
• In 199
-
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worldwide were developed on the Macintosh.
• Many Macintoshes have built-in TV with teletext

so TV clips can be recorded directly to disk as
QuickTime nuivies,

• Many Macintoshes have built-in video
in and out. for direct recording to VCRs.

• Some Macintoshes hint- in t ernar
d ig i t a lvideo editing facilities as standard.

others can he upgraded to include
this facility with ease.

Out put & P r
e
s e n t a t i o
n :

Recreation & Games:

• Connecting and using colour printers thorn
Epson. III', Apple and others) to Macs is so
easy and the results are truly outstanding. , s

• Many software packages are available
offering kluge manipulation -and
superb photo quality output.

a

Nyr iatao V a t
A v a t i l t
.
1 ” 1 1 ,
1
4 ,
. . t i t •

• Top pries  like The I .
1 t i m a t e  
D o o m ,

qtisl, Rebel Assault II, Dark Forces,
Descent. Afterlife, Lost Eden, Legend

of Kyrandia, Full Throttle and The Dig
have all been developed for Maeimosh.
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GORDON HARWOOD COMPUTERS • FREEPOST MID04091
Dept. C U  A • NEW STREET • ALFRETON • DERBYSHIRE • DE55 9BR

Tel: 01773 836781 • Fax: 01773 831040 • email: harwood@applelinkapple.com
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We accept most
muor Crecht and
Debit Cards and
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NO CREDIT CARD

SURCHARGE)

GW
GORDON HARWOOD

CO MP UT E RS( Tonkin H a r wood CL IniptiterS  V J I  10E11100j ;LS 4  C i  &HEM XII WI! 1 9 1 4 2
and we're still supponing Amiga users rixday• We began supplying Macintosh systems in
1991' when it became dear that Coininudore was failing to capitalise on the technoliigical
advantage it had. t e needed to have produds avadabk Mat fulfilled the needs of OW
customers who were demanding

• Sysitents with a future
• Systems with outstanding performance
• Systems well unsurpassed ease ol use
• System.
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DOS Windows. which still persist and trouble users even now
Today we have grown to become one of the largest Apple Authorised Resellors in
Europe. Our extensive psxklo knowledge and solid suppon facilities ertiptlasisc!
our SUMS as one of a select group of Appk: Authorised Service Ceracs and
accredited Apple Iligher and Ftitlher Wootton Alliance Resellers.

P l e a s e sendlbecoupono rphoneus- r u s h p u _warH U l a y Macintosh'brochurelack

WE RE EASY TO FIND, SO WH't NOT
COME M  OUR SHOWROOM AND SEE...

\\ Ity MacinRhh!
PRICES INCLUDE VAT 0 171%
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kothochrei Resat
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Budget Games'
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MicrePrese re-releases from Guildhall Leisure © 01

G ood n e w s ,  M i c r o p r o s e  a r e  b a c k
on t h e  A mi g a  scen e .  H e r e  a r e  f o u r
g a m e s  t h e y  ar e  cur r en t l y
r e- r eleasing a t  k n o c k d o w n  pr ices.

Special  Forces
Price: E14.99
Special Forces is a  shoot em 'up simulation from yester-
year. You must guide your band of merry men through a
series of hair-raising missions which can range from asses-
ination through to rescue or sabotage. You've got sixteen
missions to complete and your strategy is up to you: you
can select your team either on the  basis of each man's
stats or how well he does in actual battle_ Overall, i t's  an
engaging game w i th functional graphics and an OK control
system, however the  missions tend to become tedious
after as while  and the  game is a bi t on
the s low side. I t's  also too easy to ge t
wiped out by one enemy soldier. You
might be better off wa iting for Fields of
Glory which is due for  a re-release soon.

UFO
Price:E14.99
Now here's game
everyone loves. A
strategy game
with lots  of
action, you c on-
trol a special
force team. X -
com, which mus t
do ba ttle  against
alien invaders from oute r  space.
had w i th  this  game. As  well  as equipping your
engaging in a bi t of one on One w i th the  enemy you ge t
to carry out scientific experiments for  the  purpose of
research on the  remaining corpses. In all, UFO is a grea t
game and though i t can be  a bi t s low during loading time

it is still one  of
the classics and i f
you ha v e n't got i t
already you can't
a fford not to ge t
it a t this price.

There's lots  of fun to be
base and

N M  44 k

Colonizat ion
Price: E14.99
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When Colonization V Iwas released a lot
of people mistak-
ingly thought it
was the sequel to Microprose's magnificent strategy sim,
Civilization. In reality, i t was completely different. However,
though not as good, perhaps, as Civilization. Colonization
still held its own. The aim is to lead your country across the
seas where you accrue land trading wi th other civilizations
to build up your position. Once you've established a degree
of affluency and self sufficiency then it's  up to go it alone
and look after your own people. I still prefer the war aspect
in Civilization but
Colonization is a worthwhile
game and worth checking out
at this price.

8 5 %
Impossible Mission. 2 0 2 5
Priee:E14.99
If you've never played the  fi rst game or the sequel le t me
explain. Impossible Mission was originally an arcade puzzle
game where the  aim was to infi ltrate  evil scientist Elvin
Atombender's  security headquarters and prevent him from
blowing up the world. You had to race against time, pick-
ing up useful items along the  way and try ing to avoid
beserk robot inhabitants. IMP2025  improved upon the  orig-
inal in terms of sound and graphics but the  game still
remains the same and is very easy to
get through. I t's  still fun in places
though, especially on the futuris tic
monorail train. The original 8 -bi t classic
is included here as well. Wha t a berg!
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MAGNUM RAM8 CARD M A G N U M  68030/68040 ft 68060 CARDS
SPEED NCREASE CIE 2.3 TIMES - 2.88ttites S P E E D  INCREASE OF UP TO 27 TIMES • 6E1030140 OR 60

• khEABLE WITH 0, 2, 4 OR 8MB or 32-Bir P R O C E S S O R  RUNNING AT 25/40 OR 50M1-12
RAM MIMEO) • USES STANDARD 7 2-PIN N E W  PROCESSOR CHIP - NOT OvEococKEo) • MMU IN

SIMMS • OPOONAL PLCC TYPE FPU
IMAMS POINT UNIT) • BATTERY BACKED

CIWCALENEER • FINGER CUTOUT TO HELP
IIIIIALLATIDN • TRAPDOOR FITTING - DOESN'T

VDE WARRANTY • 0-4MB - ETNICIA
COMPATIBLE (FOR USE WITH OVERDRIVE,

some ET)* ZERO WAITE STATE DESIGN.
---- WARRANTY* PCM CIA COMPATIBLE SO YOU CAN STILL USE

F o
o t

i t  11ODUCTS SUCH AS OVERDRIVE HD OR CD/ZAPPO CD-ROM
U M W  O R  SQUIRREL • ZERO WAITE STATE DESIGN

LOWEST EVER
PRICES OMB 4 m a

RAMS 1 4 9 9 ,  L89.9,
RAM8 a 33MHz FPU i79” E119.;•
68030/25MHz FPLI f99.“ 113999
68030/40MHz t 1 2 9 “  d o t t o
68030140MHz a, FRI L1499. E1899,
68030/50 MHz E1 6 9 , 9  1209,9
68040/15MHz K 2 4 9 t 9  E289,9
68040/40MHz E3 2 9 9 9  E369,
68060/50MHz E499.et  639,9

SCSI-Ilinterface for the Magnum 68030/6B040 Et 68060 Cards - Warranty safe
installation, supplied with software - E79.99

salruRN
Ithrui Mb Floppy Pry' ye

f  A l l  A m  N i t ;

COMPATIBLE
MIT ALL ANIGAS
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Cu a  
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•TEIBITSDISABLE SWETCH LOW POWER
OBISTAIPTION • TERM PORT FOR EXTRA

D"As 13999
9,69.99 WITH POWERCOPY

PRC3- THE BEST BACKUP SYSTEM

UARTERBACIC
DISK SUITE

L.4.6.k 6,111444,44 rith
T/E CAME QUARTERBACK 6.1 AND

BACK TOOLS DELUXE ARE BACK
SILE. CONSIGOIED BY MOST AS THE
EDI BACKUP AND DISK RECOVERY

ROAMS WE HAVE AVAILABLE, FOR A
MR PERIOD, THE TWO PACKAGES
CMIE) AT AN UNBELIEVABLE PRICE
(NRALLEY E79.991• DISK BACKUP

NE GSK RECOVERY/OPTIMISATION ARE
NB FEY TASKS THAI JUST SHOULDN'T
I SET '0 INFERIOR PD ALTERNATIVES.
[(JERE BEST
Go ne

Da 3 4

2 - THE ONLY
AnDJILIS PACKAGE, LEDGER

BAsEu Accouurs SYSTEM,
AMCA FORMAT GOID

M A W  TRAIL OMR
Ost
MAI RIGEAREP 3 1 1 9 . ,

FPO P L C C
VERB b CRYSTAL - WILL FIT
▪  ons  • CALL TO CONFIRM.

f34m
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Al200 Expansion Cards

•99

ALL PROCESSORS • UP TO 32MB OF RAM CAN EIE ADDED
• KICKSTARI BEMAPPING • OPTIONAL SCSI-II INTERFACE

• CAN ACCOMMODATE A 72-PIN INDUSTRY STANDARD SIM M
• 68040/60 HAVE BUILT-IN FRI, 68030 CARD HAS OPTIONAL

PLCC/PDA TYPE FPU (FLOATING POINT UNIT) • BATTERY
BACKED CLOCK/CALENDER • TRAPDOOR FITTING - DOESN'T VOID

TURPOPIEMT d
i r i  I F  
Y O U  
H A V E  
A  
P R I N T E
R  -

Pmbvr emAaromelate Soponon Y O U  MUST GET
TURBOPRINT 4.1. IT RADICALLY

ENHANCES THE PRINTOUTS YOU NORMALLY GET
BY REPLACING THE AMIGA PRINTER SYSTEM

WITH THE FASTER AND VISIBLY BETTER
TURBOPRiNT SYSTEM. OPTIONS INCLUDE
POSTER PRINTING, COLOUR CORRECTION,
DITHERING, COLOUR

BALANCING, ON-SCREEN PREVIEW AND MUCH

MORE... MOST PRINTERS ARE SUPPORTED -CALL TO rCHECK. AMIGA SHOPPER 90%

Otan
d19.99
E14999
E169in
t199.to
E219.9.
E23999
(31%
i,s99.99
669.99

ENTIRPRISE
p.4 riA NebtAttoim

(v•it Awfo•

• - • • • • • •

SWO1111;larirron

507 P S •  31 2 9 :/1 - ' '  E 2 4 - 9 9I S M  ININNSTATiON
507 1 5 5  3 1 5 .e

. 1 M 1
/
E 2 9 .
9 1
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OTHER PRODUCTS
A500 5121 RAM ExPANSION m
y
,
A500pLus I mB RAM EXP. E 2 4 m
A600 1MB RAM EXPANSKIN a l b a
ALL nom FREE Geis 4 WWI
, N F R  E 5 0

40,4612-riN SIMM
86Ao 72-RN SIMM
16ma 72 PIN SIMM
32MB 72-PIN SIMM

£70
(HO
£180

AJ SIMIMs ARf NEW AND NMI A Ili
WARRANTY

16ms
N/A
N/A
t209.“
ingst
E259,9
127999
13516

E609,9

P  FAX
Fit.r Software Solkhool
tar All Atosom A l v a .

SEND FAXES TO AND FROM
YOUR AMIGA,

EVEN FAX DIRECTLY FROM YOUR
APPLICATION_

AMIGA FORMAT GOLD
AMIGA COMPUTING 9/10

FAX COMPATIBLE
MODEM BECILNETFo

C4 4 . 9 9

F
i
r
r
i
1

DL  ORDER HOTLINE '
t
a
r
t

VISA

32mo
N/A
N/A
E279w
E.30939
£32999
£349.,
42999
E509
,
,
L6799,

3  YEAR IWARRANTY

122-527800
IR FAY 01322-527810
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560DP1
3  BUTTON

MICE s  MATS

Workbench 24-Et Herd Disk Required

NEW
FREE AMIGA
DRIVER DISK

f o r
A l l
A g
A i
A F
.
1 r i
. r 7
i

AWARD WINNING 5600PI RESOLUTION • g()% ELATING IN CU
AMIGA • MICRO SWITCHED BUTTONS • AmIGAIATARI ST
SWITCHABLE • ALL 3 BUTTONS CAN BE USED WITH MANY

PROGRAMS SUCH AS DIRECTORY Opus 5

BEIGE 112-99 BLACK E14.99
MAT E L "  OR El  Mil l  A MOUSE

D I R E C T O R Y

sAr PU  S
THE BEST JUST GOT BETTER' AFTER 12 MONTHS OF FURTHER

DEVELOPMENT OPUS 5.5 IS NOW READY AND SHIPPING. STUNNING NEW FEATURES INCLUDE:- • ICON ACTION
MODE • WORKBENCH REPLACEMENT MODE DRAMATICALLY ENHANCED • OeusETP CAPABILITY TO ACCESS
INTERNET FTP SITES WITH A LISTER * &RIDERLESS BUTTON BANKS • FILETYPE•SPECIFIC POP-UP MENUS

• CYBERGRAPHICS RIG SUPPORTED • INDEPENDENT HOTKEYS • SCRIPT SYSTEM TO EXECUTE COMMANDS UPON
EVENTS • MULTIPLE CUSTOM MENUS WITH SUB ITEMS • AUTOMATIC FILETYPE CREATOR TO CREATE AND TEST
FILITYPES WITH EASE • A FONT VIEWER • LISTERS FIELDS FOR TITLES, RE-SORTING BY FIELDS, PLUS A 'VERSION'

HELD • COLOUR RE-MAPPING OF BUTTON/DON IMAGES WITH SUPPORT
FOR 'MAGIC WORKBENCH' ETC. • SELECTIVELY HIDE UNWANTED DRIVE
IcONS CLIPBOARD SUPPORT FOR CUT, COPY AND PASTE IN GADGETS

LISTERS • RESIZE, ICONIFY, AND SCROLL BUSY LISTERS WHILE BUSY
• ICON AND LISTER SNAPSHOTS ARE STORED SEPARATELY FROM

WORKBENCH - SO YOU COULD SNAPSHOT YOUR CD-ROM ocoNs!
• LISTERS CAN NOW DISPLAY A BACKGROUND PICTURE/PATTERN
• INTERNAL OPUS CLI TO QUICKLY TEST COMMANDS 12 ARM

SCRIPTS • MANY NEW INTERNAL COMMANDS AND
MANY NEW AllEXX COMMANDS HAVE BEEN ADDED

OR EXTENDED WITH NEW FEATURES. You CAN
NOW EVEN ADO YOUR OWN INTERNAL COMMANDS' E

PRO SYSTEM OM 4I2
Coo
r
ith

41200 IlAni t Kds . L 5 0
YES, AT LONG LAST, A PROFESSIONAL WAY TO INSTAL]. A HIGH
CAPACITY HARD DISIK wireour CARDBOARD Et GLUE! OUR PACKS OFFER YOU
OUR EXCLUSIVE AND COPYRIGHTED BRACK-IT 1200 Firropc SYSTEM Et A

CHOICE Of HIGH SPEED/LOW COST ORO DISKS.
Buck-IT 1200 FITTING SYSTEM

DESIGNED TO ACCOMMODATE THE NEWER DRIVES ON THE
MARKET OFFERING HIGH CAPACITY Et SPEED AT GREAT
PRICES, OUR PACK INCLUDES ROBUST STEEL FITTING

BRACKETS, ALL CABLES FOR POWER AND DATA, INSTRUCTIONS Et 7 DISKS

CHECKER, MODS, REOR0, ABACKUP AND MUCH MORE. ALL SOFTWARE•
FULL OF HOT SOFTWARE SUCH AS DIRECTORY OPUS 4.12 (WORTH E60 MIM 3, MCP,

GALAGA AGA, VIRUS CH  t o r G iCAN BE INSTALLED WITH OUR CUSTOM CUCK 'N' GO SYSTEM. ALL DRIVES ARE PRE-INSTALLED WITH K
THE SYSTEM SOFTWARE ABOVE DISKS - UNLIKE OTHERS WE PROVIDE THE DISKS JUST IN CASE!

• Au. AMIGA COMPUTERS COVERED
• PRICES FROM AS UTILE AS E29.99
• MAW( REPAIRS BY WIZARD REQUIRE NO PARTS
• PRICES INCLUDE INSURED COURIER COLLECTION & DELIVERY,

LABOUR, FULL DIAGNOSTICS, SERVICE, SOAK TEST Er VAT
• FAST TURNAROUND
• ALL TECHNICIANS ARE TRAINED El FULLY QUALIFIED
• UPGRADES BOUGHT AT SAME TIME FITTED FREE!
• 90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS

Au. TOR Y.IST E 2 9 . 9 9  + PARTS

BETWEEN 9AM AND 5.30PM, MONDAY
TO SATURDAY, TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD. TO PAY

BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER PLEASE SEND
YOUR ORDER TO - WiZARD DEVELOPMENTS,

PO BOX 490, DARTFORD, KENT, DM 2UN
CNagueS should be made payable to WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS. Prices include VAT b

carnage to the UK mernlerd Please add ES to your order AN EC desbnations and EIO
other countries. All products ere sublact to availability EWE Advertised pricers Er

specification rnay change without notice Al sales are subject to our trading cam:Minna -
copy available On request

CALL ABOUT
UPGRADES

R E P A I R S  I
by &militia' Technicians

PRICES INCLUDECOLLECTIONA DEMENT

Pg TAsx
Aww 40 PC At.. tqw,

HUN PC PROGRAMS WITHIN
AN AMIGA WINDOW, USE

TOUR AMIGA HARD DISK, RAN
WINDOWS 3 b MS-DOS.
VERSION 4 NOW ALLOWS:-

486 EMULATION, CD-ROM
SUPPORT, CYBERGFIAPHICS
SUPPORT Et MAN' INTERNAL
SPEED ENHANCEMENTS, V4 0

REQUIRES AN '020
PROCESSOR OR BETTER.

4999
iMA4E PX 2.6

rh ,  S fi W i f f
al l A•RIA.

THE BEST IMAGE PEIDCESSiAG PACKAGE
THERE IS FOR THE AMIGA, AMIGA FORMAT
GOLD - CU AWARDS. BURBLE FILTER,
FIRE EX, WIRRESS HOOKS, SHEAR Et
STRAW MODES, ENHANCED LIGHTNING
EFFECTS, FILMGRAIN ADO/REMOVE,

LIQUID DISTORTION, SPONGE DRAMA:IDE,
SPARKLE EFFECT EP MUCH MORE

ARE IN VERSION 2.6.

VERSION5.5
NOW SHIPPING

999
640mB £149.99
1.0GB E17999
1.668 E21999

INCLURS BR AM *  SM U T
(atatec £15) U K  DEMIST

NEED THE DRIVE INSTALLED BY
A PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER?

OUR COLLECTION, FITTING AND
DELIVERY SERVICE IS JUST :30

• CALL FOR MORE DETAILS

DSO
& A i
S  
V
s

IITSIDEEI GUIDE - Al200 E 1 4 • 9 5
INsim GUIDE - Al200 NEXT STEPS f  14.95
INSICell GUIDE - ASSEMBLER E 1 4 . 9 5
ITISICIR GUIDE DISKS El DRIVES E 1 4 . 9 5
BIRDER GUIDE • WORKBENCH 3 A TO Z E14,95
TOTAL! AMIGA WORKBENCH 3 £ 1 9 9 9
Tom! AMIGA AtitkiADOS E 2 1 . 9 9
Tonal APAIGA • ARE/01 N E W  E21.99
TOTAL! Amtc• - ASSEMBLER E 2 4 . 9 9
MASTERING AMIGA SCRIPTS E 1 9 . 9 5
MASTERING AMIGA BEGINNERS f  19.95
MASTERING AMIGA PRINTERS E 1 9 _ 9 5
MASTERING AMIGADOS 3 • REFERENCE E21_95
MASTERING PROGRAMMING S(CRETS F a g s

AMIGADOS PACK E 3 4 . 9 9
TOTAL! AMIGA - AMIGADOS Et MAsTaimiG
NAILADOS 3 REFERENCE USUALLY f43 94
SAVE NEARLY £9

Al200 BEGINNER PACK £ 3 9 9 5
2 BINS liRsiom A l200 b NEKT STEPS). A SD W u l f
WELL 4  :ASKS IN PO TO CD e re  Toll EXKNI/MO S

Al200 WORKBENCH 3 BOOSTER PACK E39.95
Kos ohms DpwEs b WORKBENCH 3 A rn 21, A

90 MrTull Veto, 1 06K Er REFERENCE CARO

2m8 b HARD DISK REEL f 1 79. 99
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1230 L i t e . . .E99- 95 S i M M S
1230/50. . . .E159- 95 4Mb  E 2 9 • 9 5
1240/25 . . .E229- 95 8Mb  [ 4 9 . 9 5
1 2 4 0 / 4 0  . .2299- 95
1260 /50  4 8 9 . 9 5

16Mb E 8 9 • 9 5
cimxi dnkOunt$ on SWIM prices if

hought with  an Accelerator.

1 Meg Fatter Agnus . . . . . 9-00
2 Meg Fatter Agnus c24-00
8362 Denise MOO
8313 Super Denise . . . . . . . 8.00
5119 Gary E1•501•

WHILE—U—WAIT! ‘
haysC O M P U T E R S  A N D  M O N I T O R S  - - -
- f o r a c t = = s - - -
-

A l200Attention Dealers
Ring/Fax N o w  f o r b e st  t ra d e  p rice s  a n d

t e rms o n  Repairs, Spares,  F lo p p y  Drives,
Ha rd  Drives,  CD Ro m Drive s

a n d  Me mo ry  Upg rades.
•  FAST TURNAROUND
••• 9 0  DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS!!
•  E l °  EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVICE
•  COURIER CHARGES E7•05 EACH WAY
-• A l  500 / A2000 / A3000A4000  E Q U O T A T I O N

MODEMS
BART APPROVED + NCOM/4 SOFTWARE
14•41(...E59•95 28•81(...E124•95

APOLLO ACCELERATORS

A500
A600 Upgrade to 2 Meg

A500+

1,75•414 6 1 1 4 4

Upgrade to I  Meg Upgrade to 2 Meg

UNBEATABLE
PRICES

SMIs014bA1100 • PI°
11MMt MU plus Crystal   C I O ' S

MEMORY UPGRADES

i c

QUAD SPEED L O L ACD ROM DRIVES
Including

Squirrel InterfaceE189•95
1

SPECIAL
OFFER

A500, A500+ & A600139495

GENLOCKS
1.1500 E169•95
1.2000S  E349•95

Al200 without hard drive
Al200 with 80Mb hard drive
Al200 with 170Mb hard drive

ANALOG :C Analogic Computers (UK) LtdANALOGIC - •
Unit 6, Ashway Centre, Elm Crescent,

A N A L O G I C  Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey KT2 614H

8520 CIA A500/A500+ —.....E1 5•00
8364 Paulo A500/A500+
Kickstart ROM 1-3 5 . 0 0
Kickstart ROM 2-04 • . . . . . .  i22•00
Kickstort ROM 2.05   i 2 9 • 0 0
A500/4500+ Keyboard  £ 5 0 . 0 0
6510 Keyboard (hip . . . . . .  ._ i20-00
68000 Processor . . . . . . . . .
Poer Suppiy A500/A600/Al200.,.U5-00
Exchange A200011500 Noe Supoly 8 0  .00

149195
2•5" H A R D  DRIVES

For A6 0 0  & A l  200
60Mb E55•00 120mb E75•00 250mb .,1105
,
00 5 4 0 M b  . . . E l  
4 9 - 9 5

80mb E65•00  170Mb E90•00 420Mb. El 29.95 1GIG E 1 9 9  95
All har d dr ives are pr e- for mat ted,  par t i t i oned wi th Wor k be nc h

l oa de d and i ncl ude 2-5" IDE cabl e a nd softwar e
2•5" IDE Cable and Software (if bought separately) E 9 - 9 5

3•5
1 
H
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R
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540Mb  E 1 1 5
,
0 0  1
,
0 8 G I G   
E 1 5
0 . 0
0

850mb  E 1 3 0  00 21GIG  E 2 3 5 • 0 0

S I M P L Y  T H E  B E S T  A F T E R - S A L E S  S E R V I C E
INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES

A500/A500+  E 2 9 • 9 5  A600 /Al200  • 1 3 4
,
9 5CHIPS + SPARES + ACCESSORIES

8520 CIA A600/Al200
8314 Alice Al200  U 0  00
8364 Paula A600/Al200  fl  6 50
Video DA( Al200  U 9  00
A600/Al200 Keyboard  U 1 0 - 0 0
Lisa Al200   i 3 5 - 0 0
Gayle A600/Al200 0 0

i30-00Budgie Al200
Mouse (290dpi)     i 1 5 - 0 0
SCARI lead     U 5
,
0 1 )
Mouse M.at  c 4 • 0 0
10 Boxed Branded Disks
Printer (able   • • • 6 - 0 0
Surf Squirrel _ ...... ........ ...195•00
Squirrel SCSI Interface .........c55•00

• All chips are available ex-stock
• Please call for any chip or space not listed here

E299•95 A l200 with 340Mb hard drive  E 429 - 95
E349•95 A l200 with 510Mb hard drive  E 499•95
E
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Open Mon-Fri 8•00am•5•30pm
f S a l  
9 • 0 0 a m • 5 4
1 0 p m  
F a x :  
0 1 8 1  
5 4 1  
4 6 1
1

*  All price s include  vAT *  All price s & spe cifica tions subje ct to  change without notice  *  Fixe d charge for re pa ir doe s not include  disk driveAceyboard
*  We  reserve  the  right to  refuse a ny repa ir *  P&P charges E3-50 by Royal Mail o r E7•05 for courie r *  Please a llow 5  working days for che que  cle a ra nce
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Here' s
w h o  p u t  t h e  k a p o w v v
in t o  k a r a t e  a n d
w h o s e  n a m e  i s
s y n o n y m o u s  w i t h
S n o o k e r  a n d  P o o l  -
M r .  A r c h e r  M a c l e a n .

Name: Arc he r Maclean,
Age: .34-
Born: Bayton on Sea.
Occupation: Long
standing programmer.
Biggest Success:
J immy White 's
Snooker, Arc he r
Maclean's Pool,
Inte rna tiona l  Karate
and IK+.

CU: How  did you fi rs t ge t into
writing games?
AM:  "Long story. Twenty years ago I
used to build and program my own
machines. Then I saw Asteroids, Missile
Command, Defender, and I thought,
could do that too!"

CU: Your game, I K+  was  an ins ta nt
classic on the  Amiga .  H o w  do you
rate current games o f  this type?
A M "Today's games are great technical
achievements, let down by crap gameplay.
IK-4- i s  still good fun to play, even now."

CU: At  the  time  o f  its release, d i d
you antic ipa te  tha t J immy White 's
Whirlwind Snooker would be such
a huge success?
AM N o  but w a s  confident, It just kept
selling and selling. You can still buy it
now, However. I'm still haying trouble
gettilg money for it.

"Today's, g a m e s  a r e  g r e a t
technical a c h i e v e m e n t s ,  l e t
down b y  c r a p  g a m e p l a y . "

Dropzone  has to be  one
,ur slickest games ever
it never appeared on the
wa, why ?
"Publishers at the time didn't want
y they were so short sighted.

A Who could ever forger Archer Macleaes Peel/ Here ere scree
screenskets ler old times sake

Publishers are now more reluctant to back
an untested game idea, when they know a
lesser commercial risk will be to enhance
an older tried 'n' tested formula. It's also
easier at retail to sell something familiar."

CU: IA your opinion has the  Amiga
games industry  in the  1990s
progressed or regressed in te rms
of quality  releases?
AM: "Hmmm. Its  probably gone back-
wards because lots of technically nice
games are the norm today where game-
play has been forgotten. I think good
games have to be easy to pick up but
hard to master. They should draw you in
within a few minutes so that you want to
do more/play more/discover more etc and
have a random element to avoid boringly
similar game flow. They must not require
500 pages of manual. The control method
should be totally thought out, with imme-
diate sonic or visual feedback, with in
game help screens if required. The player
should never be left wondering what to
do or what's he done wrong, and the
game environment must have no holes"

CU: Ho w  do you see the  Amiga
games industry  evolving over the
next fe w years?
A M:  "Struggling on, unfortunately. I t
really depends on how good the market
is supported in hardware and software."

CU: Wha t would you say is your
greatest achievement out o f  the
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games tha t you have wr i tte n on
the Amiga?
A M:  "My Archer Maclean's Pool title was
the best produced game - especially on
the Al200. IK+ and Snooker were not far
behind though!"

CU: Is there  a chance you mi ght
write  games for  the Amiga  again?
AM: ''l would like to go back to it
because I really enjoyed it so much, but
probably not -  things have moved on a
bit "

•
CU: Wha t k ind of lasting impres -
sion has the  Amiga  m e a nt to you
as a programmer?
AM: "Nice hardware, accessible from a
programming point of view. Ordinary
people could buy it, get into it and learn
how to program it. That's where many of
today's people came from. At present,
this entry point doesn't exist. I mean, PCs
cost loads and are a real total nasty pain
to program. Windows '95 is not so hot
and prevents you from accessing all that
hardware. So where are the next batch of
programmers going to come from?" •
Mark Forbes
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GAME TILS

by Matt Broughton. Games Consultant.

W O R M S
Team 17
Stephen Ingham from Lancashire
has found a secret menu for this
incredible multi-player game.
Simply press escape with the
game paused and you engage
Sudden Death mode (which the
manual says is PC-only) as well
as make the game a draw, replay
the game, and quit.

This cheat can be very useful
if you're in a bit of a rush as,
instead of setting a timer for
each round, you can simply allow
as much time as you want, and
then take it into Sudden Death
mode. CooHo.

Ola A miga amigos!  A  bit  o f  Spanish sunshine
ther e for  no reason w hatsoever .  A nd  non
forget imo,  there' s a  f ree H i t  Squad g ame t o  any
pr inted t ipsters. Esta complet ement e  babido!

C I V I L I Z AT I O N
MicroProse
John Collins from Springfield
(and I bet THAT'S getting a right
old laugh now that The Simpsons
is on telly!) has a smart-if-techy
cheat for the excellent and
down-right absorbing God-sim.
However, this cheat only seems
to work for the Warlord, Prince,
King and Emperor games but not
the chieftain.

Anyway a s  is always the
case in games like these, there's
..never enough money to sort
your cities out properly, giving
the computer the edge but with
the following cheat you're laugh-
ing. If you've built two or three
cities with the power of four or
more, and have opened a fair
amount of land space around
you, save the game to an empty
disk and take note of whether
it's ' c i v i 1 2 . s v e ' ,  etc.
and the year.

Now examine the save file
with a hex editor !Mr Collins
used Newzap himself) and find

Sn1
position 13C in the first sector.
Now change all positions from
13C to 148 to '7's lie type in a 7
for each position. WARNING! DO
NOT do this on your hard drive,
use a spare floppy.

Save your file back out to flop-
py and the next time you load
your save file you should have an
amazing 30,000 credits. Now buy
everything for your cities as fast
as you can to gain the advantage
over your enemies and reduce
your taxes to zero to get techni-
cal advances much quicker.
Basically, SPEND SPEND SPEND!
ignore messages such as
'London can't support militia'
because as you get stronger and
richer these will disappear.

Once you've gained confi-
dence using this cheat you
can use it on older saved games
that you may have abandoned
in frustration.

Another tip is to keep
going until you are able to buy

A Special cheats or tbe nueltiplayer pus cooling in

diplomats, then use these to buy
opposing armies or incite entire
cities to revolt and come over
to your side. This makes the
game less frustrating and much
more satisfying

A L F R E D
C H I C K E N
Mindscape
Now here's a cracking little plat-
former I'd forgotten all about!
Unlike Mr S James of Kent,
who'd like to remind us all that
by typing HELPMARK on the title
screen, keys 1-9 select the level
you want. Nice one!

F R O N T I E R
Gametek
Ah, me old chum Frontier. We
haven't had one of these for a
while, but Craig Rooney from
Linlithgow has such a corking
cheat that I just had to tell you

about it! Right, go to any planet
with a docking station and buy
one tonne of rubbish. Leave the
planet and hyperspace to anoth•
er system (this is just to avoid
being fined for illegal dumping.
Now make sure that you're in
free flight and move your cursor
to just below the icon for jetti-
soning rubbish BUT DON'T
CLICK ON THE ACTUAL RUB-
BISH ICON. By clicking here the
on-board computer thinks you're
jettisoning water when in fact
you aren't jettisoning anything at
all! As a result, your ship gets
loads of extra cargo space and,
when used with the various other
Frontier cheats, allows you to
arm up with Large Plasma
Accelerators and thousands of
Shield Generators -  making you
virtually indestructible. The read-
out for your current cargo hold
will go up the spout, but hey,
who cares! •

A There leis of ellith carp sirace to be had is Nirti

A N D  THAT'S
YOUR LOT!
Indeed, tha t's  all you're get-
ting this month,  but thanks
as always to those of you
have been sending in all
your corking cheats -
keep i t up! And don't forget,
there's a free Hi t Squad
game for  every tipster who
gets the ir cheat printed,
so le t me k now wha t
machine you have and what
game you might like. Until
next month

1



V A  M i k f t
Hello boys are
you pleased to

see me? Or
would you like
to feast your
eyes on much
more of me
than this

tiny picture?

KGB
am stuck in the stuffy room

with the man in denim. I have
tried to use the tap to set off the
alarms but I keep getting killed.
-lelp me, I'm so sick of being
cooped up in this room_

Your kinky KGB Agent!

kinky or not it would have been
helpful if you had at least told me
what chapter you are referring to!
Let's guess that we are in chapter
two, the room you are talking about
is the hotel room and the man is
Chapkin. In which case you must
use the tape-recorder to save
voursell Set it to the 'voice-activat-
ed' option and when Chapkin wakes
you in the morning and tells you to
do something, do as you are told.
When you are talking to him in the
bathroom use a dialogue option that
contains a word which activates the
tape recorder. When the tape starts it
will distract the had guy for enough
time for you to slug him. Take the
syringe in his pocket and inject him
with the contents.

M o n k e y  I s l a n d
I am stuck in part one of Monkey
Island, I've made it past the poo-
dles and into the mansion. I've
been shot out of the cannon, had
a sword lesson and talked with
7ne prisoner. I don't know what I

rld do now?

S. Chesterman, Winsford.

Advent r e
Helpl

The key to your predicament is the
prisoner in the cell. Give him the
breath mints and ask him if he has a
file. Give him the gopher repellent
and he'll give you a piece of cake
with a file in it. Take the file to the
Governor's mansion and walk to the
gaping hole.

F l a s h b a c k
How do you get through the
doors at the centre of the earth?

R.G. Clapton, Market Harbor°.

For the life of me I  can't remember.
However, just to prove that! do
know something about this game
here are the level codes which
should go a long way towards mak-
ing life a lot easier for you:
JAGUAR, BANTHA, TOHOLD,
COMBEL, SHIVA, PICOLO,
ANTIC, KASYYK, FUGU, NOLAN,
SARLAC, CAPSUL, ARTHUR,
MAENOC, ZZZAP, SHIRYU,
SULUST, MANIAC, RENDER,
NEPTUN, NO WAY, BELUGA.

D r e a m w e b
can kill Dianne Underwood but

then I don't know wIlere to go or
what to do. Please give me a
helping hand so that I can finish
the game?

J.A. Phillips, Staffs

Once again I'm not getting much
help from you lot. Assuming that
you have gotten past the Boathouse
section. walk to Underwood, talk to
her and then use the gun. Return to
the Dream web and talk to the keeper
for the latest gossip. Go to the bot-
tom left corridor and use the far left
corridor. Use the plinth with the key
again. Return to the travel screen
and go to the ruined church. Walk to
the gale, examine it, then use the
wire cutters on it. You're in!

K ings  Q u e s t  I I I
I can't seem to get spell number
3, The Cat Spell, right. I 'm on

page XXV in the spell book but
the spell goes wrong at the end.

E.O. Roberts, Clwyd.

Then you are a lousy wizard! You
must create the Cat Spell because
you need it to get rid of the pesky
wizard. In fact you will need to
crumble the cat cookie into a bowl
of porridge before the wizard will eat
it but that's another story. All I can
say, is that you must have all of the
ingredients before you start and you
must follow the spell directions
EXACTLY or it will go wrong and
you will die. It isn't that hard, even I
managed to follow the recipe and!
can't boil water without burning it!

While I'm talking about this
game, let me help out Dale
McCarthy who can't find the magic
wand that you need to create spells.
The wand is in the safe and the key
to the safe is on top of the wardrobe
in the Wizard's bedroom.

C u r s e  o f
E n c h a n t i a
I am stuck in the ice-fields of
Enchantia. I've got money, a
paperclip, two snowballs, a fish-
ing rod and a magnet on a rope.
How to I get out of the ice-fields
and back to the village?

C. lovery, Dublin.

You poor darling, wandering around
in the ice-fields with two snowballs
is not a lot of fun is it? You need
someone to take you home and tuck
you up in a warm coffin and 1"m
just the girl to do it.

Here is what you must do in the
snow world. Pick up plank and go
down to the next screen. Throw the
plank, pick up the fish and go down
to the next screen. Go right, pick up
the deodorant, wear the deodorant.
Go right and up to the next screen.
Give the fish to the Eskimo and pick
up the rod. Go to the screen with
block of ice and fight with the fish-
ing rod.

Pick up the stone. Wander around

GAME TIPS

screens until you get to the Iceman.
Pick up the snowballs and fight with
the snowballs. Go back to the first
screen and find the sleeping sea-
lion. Walk over the sea-lion to the
other side and shout help. After exit-
ing from the cave, go to the boat,
and jump in it.

When you are back on the shore,
throw the stone and the friendly
dragon will give you a lift to the
next world.

Beneath a
Steel Sky
I have entered the subway and
been devoured by the monster in
the wall. I also can't get past the
knight that protects the door
when you are connected to the
!inc. What should I do?

Stephen Branch, Barnet.

Just like me, the monster likes the
dark. Ail those bright lights are very
bad for the complexion, and when
you are scaly and covered in warts,
you worry about things like that. I f
you search the wall nearby you'll
find a light switch you can use to
scare him away. Don't worry
about the crusader knight as you do
not have the object you need to gel
pass him just yet. What you need is
the Divine Wrath. •

I f  you've got a little problem
with your favourite RPG or

adventure game and would like
Vamp to help you out, drop a line

to: Vampyra, CU Amiga
Magazine. Priory Court.

30-32 Farringdon Lane, London
ECIR 3AU.
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,DOM  TRAIN-DRIVER SiMULATioNeosamI1e. e s ,  so
n e a t  K N O C K - O t n  4 1 1 ,. doe by d o n tro o tio n .

OBOD M O RT AL  KUM Q UAT  3  aVao rd  b u t ke n b a t - . EMI CODE NAME NANO- Threat 0000 NANO ELY
0 0 8 2  PMCRO  M ARKE T  1 /3 -GDI Ho h  b y b u yirsi
0 0 7 3  SPEL L  T RIZ  ,
a d d l o t i v s -
t e t r i s  
b u t  
w i t
h  
M O
W

007S H E_FLO owns .  cameo hone lb. M ist

11024 0-LOCKS proctect your clan A Nes
US34 EMULATOR COLLECTION II (lot of eeslakt)
UM  207 utilibes-COIAPILATION
1)120 NOW TO CODE IN C (Mask) + TIME, mammal
1M22 ACTION REPLAY V1,5-cartridge on disk
11623 ACTION REPIAY V4 (Al200 ONLY) same n  Se
1/1150 COPY A CRACK TOOL 2 powerful copy
moo NEW SUPER VIRUS KILLERtnot W83Ilsill 31
U714 ENGINEER KIT venous test lit  fur Amiga
U739 TURBO IMPLODER V3 1 powerful disk cro
W M  30 GARDEN DESIGNER can woe* from am
U740 CROSS DOS 5.1 plus read/write PC0A30GA
11752 EPU STACKER double the storage of your
0646 CM emulator V3 (2DISKI latest
U848 SPECTRUM EMULATOR V2
- l a t e s tU849 VIC20 Emulator Mclude ton of gentle
U11137 DISK RERPAIR KIT 4-dish repair, under
U1012 TEXT-ENGINE VS (mot WB1.3) wery latest
wordprocessor with we ll checker. highly re
U1013 DIARY-2000 use psi Ithe the real diary
U1016 ULTRA ACCOUNT - way good IWCould
w o n  PRO-FOOTBALL 1,1(2) lootball predictor
U1025 MESSY SID 3- Latest PCoAMIGA disk
U1026 HD GAME INSTALLER 4
, M e t a l l  
m o m
1.11027 SOFT-MEMORY-Double Your COumeett
This clews not require HD or MMLI.
U1028 MAGIC-USER-INTERFACE V3.1 NEW
U1029 URIC 48K EMULATOR (Not 1.3) At last it
L11030 litSX II Emulator V2.1. 1W83 0) fASS
U1031900 M ICA GAMES HINI,A CHEAT V412
U1033 CANNON printer drNsr for 9J210,810
U1034 WITCHES COOK BOOK- ants-aging MIMS
al many moot on this disk
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I f  yo u  t h o u g h t  t h e
A mi g a  s c e n e  w a s

going t o  d ie  d o w n  a f t e r  Ch ri s t ma s ,
we 're  g lad  t o  p ro v e  yo u  w ro n g .
Feast y o u r eyes  o n  th is  lo t .

54 W o r d w o r t h  6  O f fi c e
Oigita's latest word processor offering reviewed, in and out of the
Wordworth 6 Office application CD bundle.

58 A V M  M o d e m
Using the Sportster 33600 Vi modem we preview the shareware
AVM Suite for fax and voice mail answering machine capability.

60 B l i t z  S u p p o r t  S u i t e
The popular Blitz Basic games and application development package
gets a boost from this third party upgrade Full review here.

61 S X 3 2  P r o
No longer is the CD32 limited to a 68020. We check out the SX32
Pro expansion which includes a nippy built-in 50MHz 68030.

62 A u d i o  H / W  I n t e r f a c e
You've heard of retargetable graphics but AHI offers the same for
sound, Gaining increasing support, we take a first look.

64 T u r b o  C a l c  4 - 0
The latest Turbo Calc upgrade challenges Final Calc for the throne
as best spreadsheet on the Amiga. Just how does it shape up?

66 P D  S c e n e
The Amiga scene continues to buzz with activity and here's another
batch of games, demos and PD oddities to prove it.

70 P D  U t i l i t i e s
This month we check out a shareware directory utility that promises
to rival the big boys. Many more choice utilities also examined.

72 C D - R O M  S c e n e
Inundated with high quality CD-ROM releases, this month we've

irmit spec ia l  expanded coverage of what's hot on CD-ROM.
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PRODUCT TEST

Wordworth S Office'
•  Price: E49.99/Upgrade E34.99 111 Developer: Digita International
•  Supplier: Digita International t  01395 210 213

Four  qua l i t y  p a c k a g e s  o n  o n e  C D  a t
a sn ip  o f  pr ice.  A r e  D ig i t a  t a k i n g  a
leaf  o u t  o f  C U ' s  b o o k?  Let ' s  see.

0  ithout a doubt, the CD

player is currently one
of the hottest periph-
erals for Amiga own-

ers_ It seems like almost
everyone has one nowadays.
Software publishers are realising
this and are starting to put our
favourite programs on CD. One
of the first to do so, is long time
Amiga supporter, Digita
International, Their CD
Wordworth 6 Office is also avail-
able on floppy disk, although for
this review we'll look at at the
CD version.

W h a t ' s  on  it?
No prizes for guessing that the
Office pack is based around ver-
sion 6 of Wordworth, but there's a
lot more than many people's
favourite word processor on the
CD. You also get Datastore 2,
Organiser 2 and Money Matters 4.

A Tent cam be placed over many types of elements.'
loth pictures imported into Vilordworth like this OliR
from DrawStudio, and ethers created in lhordworth
itself using the Watermark leatote,

N e w  features
Polygon Drawing Tool
Regular Polygon Drawing Tool
Come Drawing Tool
Freehand Drawing Tool
Watermarks
Password Protection
Improved RIF Support
More ARess commands

A Fenny laces like this can be created esing Ike
Polygon tool but it is a shame that yen' can't edit tile
shape other than resizing it.

All this for an upgrade price of
just under E35 seems like unbe-
lievable value. But is it? Keep
reading and you can make up
your own mind_

As already mentioned, the
Wordworth 6 Office pack comes
with four highly rated programs,
most of which have been around
for a year or two on floppy disk.
The only new upgrade on the
disc is Wordworth 6. The Office
CD has two versions of the same
programs, one in German, the
other in English. All these pro-
grams will only run from hard
disk. They do not run from CD
arid there is no mention made of
installing them onto floppy disk.
The latter isn't perhaps important
because if you have a CD, the
chances are, you'll also have a
hard drive,

The reason, I guess, the
programs don't run from CD is
because a number of files have
to be installed onto the
Workbench partition of your hard
drive and these files will differ
from person to person. In other
words, although Digita could
have partly installed the program
on CD, there would still have
been a substantial amount of
files that needed to go onto hard
drive, so it makes sense to place
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A Regulat shaped polygons are very simple to create mod cam have city member of sides.

the whole thing on hard disk in
the first place.

Then there is the question of
program settings. Most people
will set their versions up different-
ly and because you can't save the
settings to the CD, it would be
pointless running it from there.
The reason for mentioning this is
because most people will expect
it to run from CD without under-
standing the problems involved.

Easy poasy
Installation of all the-applications
was dead easy. No problems
whatsoever, even though I
installed all the programs onto a
Zip cartridge as my hard drive, all
one gigabyte of it. was rather full

Arl
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A From managing your accounis to oretiollil silt the
repayments an a loam, Money Matters 4 will gladly
offer yam a helping hand. Here. I'm sorting out my
petty cash and loam sillations
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at the time. Installing the
extra fonts was just as simple,
thanks to the comprehensive
instructions supplied in the
Wordworth help file and the
InstallFonts utility supplied.

The fonts can stay on the CD
and be installed for use with
Wordworth or better still, can be
copied onto your hard drive and
used from there. Luckily, the
bonus fonts drawer is under 4Mb
so it's convenient to keep them
on the hard drive where they'll
always be available to Wordworth.
The same couldn't be said if the
fonts were left on CD only
because you never know what CD
you might want to have in the CD
drive when you run Wordworth.

A Want to nng your lofig-lost relative in
Bournemouth of Penzance ho problem. l ied*  the
dialling code of a ceentry or piece in the Uk and is
met far away With Vigita Ora/miser.



PRODUCT TEST

As well as the 50 outline fonts,
there is also a compilation of all
the bitmap clip art ever released
by Digita as well as around 10%
of the scalable clip art currently
available in various volumes.

On-line manuals
There are no printed tTIL1111.1iliS
accompanying the CD. so where
are they? On the CD of course!
These are ASCII text files but it is
too awkward to read them on
screen. You'll need to import
them into Wordworth and print
them out or even better, ring up
Digita and ask for a manual. I
believe they are charging around
C5 for it.

All the programs also have on-
line help to answer most ques-
tions about using the applications.
This AmigaGuide based file pops
up on the screen of the program
you are using, saving you the
bother of having to swop
bet'vveen help and the program.

H o w  n e w  is it?
The only new upgrade (or new
anything from what I could see)
on the Office CD is Wordworth 6
which has had a number of new
features added. None of these
could really be classed as being
major but then Wordworth is a
pretty complete word processor
already and adding headline grab-
bing functions would perhaps just
create extra bulk which may have
slowed the program down.

The most important of the new
functions is the four new drawing
tools: two polygon tools and two
others for doing bezier curves and
freehand drawings. The new tools
are a mixed bag though. As Digita
have just released DrawStudio (a
drawing program), maybe I expect-
ed too much of Wordworth's draw-
ing tools, but they don't work quite
the way I anticipated.

The freehand tool for example.
lets you draw freehand but points
on the line cannot be edited
afterwards although you can
change the line colour and thick-
ness, Using the bezier curve is a
bit hard to describe but imagine
selecting a tool, dragging out a tri-
angle and then watching the pro-
gram create a curved line in
between the points and you're
some way to knowing what it's
like. Unlike a drawing program.
the bezier curve points don't have
control points, but line length and
Shape can be adjusted, sort of.

To create shapes, you have
polygon and regular polygon
tools. The polygon tool works by
letting you drag out a line and
then placing a point on the page

by pressing the control key. Un-
conventional yes, but it works
well enough once you get used to
it. You cannot however, unlike in
Final Writer, edit the points on the
polygon. The regular polygon tool
is simple enough in that once you
have drawn the box, the number
of sides can be edited from the
object's information requester.

Another very worthwhile cre-
ative addition to Wordworth is
watermarks. These are simply ob-
jects that can be placed behind
normal text blocks. In the exam-
ple I used to review Wordworth
6, I wanted a bitmapped drop cap
from DrawStudio to start a line of
text. With Wordworth 6, this
wasn't a problem although to be
honest, I could have done it in
Wordworth 5 using Text frames.
Watermarks just makes it easier.

Support for RTF (Rich Text
Format), a common cross-plat-
form WP file format, has been
boosted with files for font
mapping. These are ASCII text
files that let you stipulate which
fonts are used by Wordworth to
replace those used to create the
RTF document file in another
application. As well as
font mapping, RIF has
been re-written so it's
more compatible with
lots of different RTF
files as well as sup-
porting a few new for-
matting functions.

The other new fea-
tures, file encryption
and new ARexx com-
mands, add to an oth-
erwise already fine
word processor but
don't significantly
boost the program to a
new level. This begs

the question, will publishers like
Softwood and Digita continue to
put a lot of development time
into programs like Wordworth and
Final Writer, or simply adjust
things to slightly enhance the
program rather than radically
improve them? Only time will tell
us the answers.

Final thoughts
Overall. the Office CD and the
floppy disk pack for that matter,
are great value when you con-
sider what you get. The question
on value for money will depend
on whether you have any or all of
the auxiliary programs aside from
Wordworth 6. which is the only
new upgrade on the disc. The
pack almost has the feel of a clos-
ing down sale, where existing
stock is cleared Out at silly prices.
We may see a Wordwonh 7 but I
don't expect any of the other
applications to be upgraded. This
may change, because I hear
Digita are doing very well with
this package so far and they may
re-invest some of it in future
upgrades. I hope they do. •
Larry Hickmott

A keeping Dock of importaut events is simple thanks to Digita's
Organism, a program that is Deb practical arid hue to its.

Daimlers 2.0 C isg4-96 I  •  M onoIowa r P
- 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 . 1 1 1 = 1 1 . 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 1 0 1 -

,

14

.t ie re  te ll re dttlubs5e
•

D e st m o h at  F u l l  t e s s t h  v g d v o  ( V M S )

C a r l .
"
'  
•  
2
1
1
= From J t  utlir  _  J Itiytett 11160 M

From Iop .
1 2 . 4 8  
i n _  
-  
m
o
w
*  
1 1
1 .
2 1
1   
I

dome. IStur Acirtme  I  COSSISiCS , I
Type. s •  T o d   j  T o o  Oritions._ I
V  ll Shaw Nome V I  Snow Bot _  j  ttiortodory

Cet_l _ D P _  2_1
1
9

k'; iffi l ;;Mrril 71.1M
emtnI0VDTrH '

l i kd • o

A Datattore Zi t a Iuinti orpo dallahase that is easy to use and mute Illesibto tor persmil and small busmess ate.

k n o w  more?
Wordworth 5  and Datastore
2 were reviewed in the
March 1996  issue of CU
Amiga so this would be
a good place to start for
further details.

Organiser 2  is a P IM
which isn't some fancy
drink but a Personal
Information Manager.
Looking like a fi b-fa x ,  this
is one accessory you w on't
be ashamed to be seen
with. The program helps
you keep track of names
and addresses, important
events and even has a host
of supplements which will
provide lots of interesting
reading on everything from
angling to wine. A very
much under rated program
that is intuitive and darn
useful. More  than tha t,  i t's
fun to use.

The four th application is
Money Matte rs ,  a  home
accounts program tha t has
been around since the  year
dot. I  s tarted out w i th the
first version, whic h a t the
time was called Home
Accounts. This  la test
incarnation, has a similar
look and feel to the  othe r
Digita applications, and
can handle  multiple
accounts tha t work  like
most bank accounts  on a
credit and de bi t basis.
Money Ma tte rs  also has
tools like a  loan calculator,
insurance inventory,
currency calculator and
even gr a phs  for  the
visually enlightened. A
useful tool  for  wa tching
those pennies.

W a n t  t o

WORD WORTH 6 OFFICE

ADO

A1500

PON

Al1110

Mee

Al200 performance

ter money,

OVERAU
Three-in-one
pack at a top
price. Superb.

92%

system requirements:
CD all hani drive pas 3111 el
hoe memory.
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WE WILL BEAT OR MATCH GENUINE ADVERTISED PRICES

MR. MODEMS NOW 33600bps!
The latest version of these highly acclaimed faxmodems was released
recently, featuring full V34+ 33600bps data speeds, fax and also voice and
faxback features (accessible through your Amiga with AVM
shareware software).

Look out for reviews - or call us for an information sheet.

INCLUDES FREE INTERNET ACCESS AND
MEMBERSHIP TO OUR BULLETIN BOARD
SYSTEM, MIDNIGHT EXPRESS!

A60011200 CD ROM UPGRADES
Quad Speed IDE CD ROM, PC Desktop Case,
200w power Supply, installed ATAPI software

Upgrading your A600/1200 with a CD ROM drive has never been easier, or
cheaper. We can collect your Amiga via insured courier service, and install
your existing hard drive, together with a quad or six speed CD ROM drive,
inside a high quality PC-style slimline desktop case, powered by a 200w
power supply unit (that will also power your Amiga -  saving the need to
purchase an expensive Goliath PSU in the future) foroiuusAtDis4p9E.9E9 for h1e49 99
Quad Speed version, ancdATF90.99R for ATrFtoheRSMixspeedvixersisonp .
E E D  _  c 1 6 9 . 9 9 .

ION s

Pentium
Pentium
Pentium
Pentium
Pentium
Pentium

P75
P100
P120
P133
P150
P166

E755
E780
E805
E830
E895
E985

JUST £119.99

All Pentium systems consist of the following
specifications...
Desktop or mini tower case, Pentium motherboard with 256k pipeline burst
mode cache, 8mb RAM, 850mb hard drive, lmbPCi graphics card, quad sp
CD ROM drive, Soundblaster compatible sound card and speakers, 14
- S V G Amonitor, 3.5" floppy drive. Windows 95 keyboard. mouse plus DOS and
Windows 111.
W i n d o w s  9 5  a d d  E 7 0 . 0 0  I  g i g  a d d  £ 3 0 . 0 0
E x t r a  8 m b  R A M  a d d  E 4 0 . 0 0  E i g h t  S p e e d  C D  a d d  £ 4 0 . 0 0

Please call for details of any item(s) not listed, and a copy
of latest price catalogue, with details of our latest

offers and new products

INFORMATION AND
We accept all major credit and debit cards, and you can telephone your order through to us during business hours on
(44) 01384 77172. This line can be very busy, so please be patient. Cheques and Postal Orders may be sent to us direct at:
Megatronix, 21 Tiled House Lane, Dudley West Midlands, 0Y5 4LG. Personal callers please call first to check availability.



WE WILL BEAT OR MATCH GENUINE ADVERTISED PRICES

HARD DRIVES
3.5" EIDE 540mb
3.5" EIDE 850mb
3.5" EIDE 1  Gig
3.5" EIDE 1.2 Gig
3.5" EIDE 1.6 Gig
3.5" EIDE 2.0 Gig
3.5" EIDE 2.5 Gig
Our ha rd drive prices  a re  re v ie we d on a
weekly basis -  call for  la tes t pric ing

2.5" 80mb
2.5" 420mb
2.5" 1 Gig
2 .5 "  drives a re  s ubje c t to availability

ACCELERATORS
Apollo 1230 Lite
Apollo 1230 Pro
Apollo 1240/25
Apollo 1240/40
Blizzard 1230-IV
Blizzard 1260
SCSI k i t  for  1230

Magnum 030/25
Magnum 030/40
Magnum 040/25
Magnum 040/40
Magnum 060/50
SCSI k i t  for  Ma gnum 's

MEM UPGRADES
A600 2mb Upgrade'
Al200 4mb Upgrade
Al200 8mb Upgrade

33mhz FPU w/crystal
50mhz FPU w/crystal

E115.99
E125.99
£145.99
E155.99
E169.99
£229.99
£249.99

£84.99
E124.99
£199.99

E89.99
E149.99
£219.99
£289.99
E159.99
£569.99
E84 9 9

E89.99
E129.99
E239.99
C319•99
£479.99
E7 4 .9 9

E19.99
E65.99
E89.99

E34.99
E65.99

lomega ZIP Drive SCSI
ZIP Cartridges (each)

SyQuest EZ Drive SCSI £ 1 3 4 . 9 9

!omega JAZ Drive SCSI E C a l l
JAZ Carts (lgig each)

MEMORY SIMMS
72pin 4mb (70ns)
72pin 8mb (70ns)
72p1n 8mb (60ns)
72pin 16mb (70ns)
72pin 16mb (60ns)

E
C
M
/

PowerScan b/w
PowerScan Colour

9600 Modems
14400 Modems
33600 Modems

E134.99
£12.50

122.50
£37.50
£42.50
r79.99
£84.99

Our me mory  S I MM prices  a re  re v i e w e d on
a we e k ly  basis -  call for la tes t pric ing

O UR ADVICE! BUY  N O W TO AVOID
CHRI S TMAS  P RICE  SURGES!

SCANNERS
£74.99

E159.99
High ly  ac c l a imed  para l le l -por t  fi t t ing s c anners  f o r
the A600/ 1200,  hi gh magaz i ne  r evi ews

Epson GT5000 SCSI E 3 9 9 . 9 9
Epson GT5000 Parallel £ 3 9 9 . 9 9

FAX MODEMS
E49.99
E59.99

£119.99
Our m ode m  pa c k s  c a nnot be  be a te n! All
units inc lude fre e  a c c e s s  to  our  BBS,
Midnight Express, w he r e  you can dow nl oa d
1000's  o f  PD a nd S ha re wa re  progra ms  for
y our Amiga  -  Fre e  o f  charge, 2 4 hrs  a  day, 7
days a  we e k .

Information on access ing the  Inte rne t with
your Amiga  is a lso included.., .  FREE!

BBS:
01384 86-56-26

(5 LINES RINGDOWN)
See us on the World Wide Web at:

www.woden.comi-mbi



PRODUCT PREVIEW

AVM a

0  ix  modems have been

around a long time
and, thankfully, so has
commercial software

such as GPFax to enable you to
use them to send faxes. Voice
modems, however, are a newer
invention. They combine the data
capabilities of a fax modem with
a digital answering machine.
Again, like faxes, you need
dedicated software to make the
voice capabilities work. Currently
there is only one package on the
Amiga that we know of that can
do this: the shareware AVM
(Advanced Voice Modem) Suite
2.0. AVM doubles as fax software
by using the ECFax. We checked
it out, in its embryonic stages,
armed with the popular
voice modem, the USR Sportster
Vi 33600.

Trial  r u n
AVM is shareware so you can
check it out first before deciding
to buy it. And in true always-
there-to-help-the-reader style. CU
Amiga Magazine has the unregi9-
tered version on this month's
cover CD. You can find it in the
CUCD/ Magazine directory all
ready to install. The installer is

A s  w e l l  a s  s u rfi n g  t h e  w e b  a n d
s e n d in g  f a x e s ,  n o w  m o d e m s  c a n  b e
a n s w e r i n g  ma c h i n e s  t o o .  A l l  y o u  n e e d
a re  t h e  r i g h t  t o o l s  f o r  t h e  jo b .

d Sportster
•  Price: E161.69 •  Developer: US Robotics 111 Supplier: First Computer Centre
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most of the way but there are
currently several things which
have been left out which would
have been very helpful such as
showing assigns which need to
be made and the option of skip-
ping the insertion of them in
user-startup.

Get t ing  i t  o n
To get started is simple enough.
The installer asks whether you
have a Voice capable modem and
depending on the answer,
expands to the modems support-
ed. The modems AVM supports
for Voice are: ZyXEL, LineLink,
MTD Dolphin, Rockwell-based
Voice modems and the USR
Sportster Vi.

The Rockwell option actually
includes a great deal of modems
since they are the world's
most prolific manufacturers of
the chip-sets used in modems,
unfortunately it's not easy to
tell before buying a modem with-
out any particular hame or brand
on it.

Good f o r  a  f a x
If you don't own a voice modem.
AVM is still good for faxing with
the following modems; generic
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ATTN:
RE:

De, tvic Port,

Mr Park
Digitech

Digitech. BM Limited, Unit E7. Stalinrris Park 4, Tetfora
Shmpshire, IF3 3BA
Sincerdy.
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A With AVM as a fax anater, heal Pinter cad piuI sM 9 liethiltet Is be sem btu Na IN

Class 1 Et 2 fax modems. AThT
DataPon Class 1 Et 2 modems,
the Supra 144 LC and USR
modems (Class 1). If your
modem has fax capability it will
probably work with AVM, AVM
does what the others do in that it
simulates a printer. Normally
you would use a word processor
and the output is stashed to a
file which can be faxed right
away or scheduled to be deliv-
ered at a certain time. The latter
function requires that the pack-
age is registered.

I printed my standard fax doc-
ument from Final Writer to GP
Fax and AVM. After faxing both
to our office fax machine, the
output quality was identical
,Ilthough AVM's fax was slightly
narrower in dimension.

Using a computer to generate
fax produces far better results

on the other end than a tradition-
ol f a x  machine. Even
the CU Amiga Magazine graphic
Danner at the top of my fax docu-
ment was nicely dithered as Final
Writer prints to AVM.

Unfortunately it's not all rosy
when it comes to using voice
mail. In fact it's very complicated
and the documentation is

gaDF

abysmal. Before going to
press. I'd had numerous commu-
nications with the Canadian
author, Alberto %/Mance, to
resolve many of the problems
that I encountered, The biggest
one was that support for the
Sportster Vi was only just imple-
mented, which is a significant
oversight as other voice modems
are rare in the UK.

N o  sounds
There is no audio compression
CODEC for the Sportster Vi
which means that the voicemail
prompts and incoming messages
can't be played by the Amiga.
OK' normally you can listen to
them through the speaker on the
modem. Nope, you can't do that
either (unless you want a dial-
tone or to unplug the modem),
The Sporster Vi also lets the
show down as the external
speaker output jack hardly
seemed to work even on maxi-
mum volume. So it's either use
headphones or plug in some kind
of amplified speaker. This is
very annoying and needs to be
sorted out.

The voicemail prompts which
actually need recording are
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only mentioned in the
small 'installation text
file. All the others are
for much more com-
plex voicemail sys-
tems which really
need the stupidly
complex 'program-
mer'. This isn't even
present in the archive
for some reason and

/ it 's  just as well as it's
just about impossible
to use and totally
undocumented.
The bottom line is that AVM
works as a fax package for sure.
It also half works as a voice mail
system on the Sportster Vi but
there are crippling problems and
it takes quite some time to figure
out what's going on. I did man-
age to get a basic answering
machine working, the Amiga
chimed 'You have messages' in a
kspy female voice. Also, having
to play messages into head-
phones was acceptable though
a nuisance.

More  w o r k
Overall, AVM needs a lot more
.,vork. We must have a compres-
sion CODEC for the Sportster Vi
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A Here's tile AVM ism interface which displm incoming and outgoing
'Meaneri and laves Confrontation pages are accessed via menus
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A ite horrible AVM Progionorner ii no dont powerlul hut very difficult to pee

for a start. Reasonable defaults
must be included and the
documentation needs to be
vastly improved.

However, right here and now
it's all that exists and since it's
shareware you'd be a fool not to
have a bash at it. It should shape
up in the future and we'll go for a
full review then.

I'd recommend the Sportster
Vi when it is fully tidied up and
the problems mentioned here are
ironed out-despite the silly
speaker output. However, as it
stands it's a reasonable voice
modem and with a free 'X2' 56K
upgrade from USA, there's noth-
ing to touch it at the price".
Mat Bettinson
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AMIGA Al200 Repairs only E48.99 Fully Inclusive
.. . . •  'Repairs while-you-wait add E10.00COMPONENT SPARES
We are the largest distributor and retailer of Amiga spares
in the UK. with an inventory of some 150,000+ parts. Large

discounts and catalogue available to trade.
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PRODUCT TEST

Itz Support S
•  Price: El 9.99 or fl 4.99 for registered Blitz Basic users •  Developer: Red When Excited

•  Supplier: Guildhall Leisure Services © 01302 890 000

N o w  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  a  B U M
m a n  a n y m o r e .  A  n e w  Bl i t z  s u p p o r t
s y s t e m is  h e r e  a n d  i t ' s  s u p e rb .

0  or the majority ofthe

Blitz Basic fans an
update to the popular
development system

has been a long time coming. Until
now most of us have relied on
BUM (Blitz User Magazine - stop
giggling at the back) to fix bugs
and add new commands to the
language. However, this system
leaves a lot to be desired as it
crashes regularly and doesn't have
that many frequent releases. So
most of the die-hard fans rely on
dedicated Blitz clubs and news
groups for things like new com-
mand libraries and tools. Guildhall,
having seen a gap for a killer
update to Blitz, called in the boys
from 'Red When Excited' - one of
the biggest supporters and cre-
ators of many Blitz extensions - to
do the business. The Blitz Support
Suite is vvhat they came up.

Tidy tools
On three disks Blitz Support offers
a new set of libraries for adding to

the Blitz command set
and a whole host of
additional tools to help
you whether you're pro-
gramming a game or a
utility. To start there is a
much improved version
of Ted (the Blitz default
editor) which, while not
letting you compile
your work stand-alone,
at least heads towards
a solution by offering
an ARexx port. Other
new features include

multiple document editing from
the same window and a user-
definable GUI tool bar for sending
ARexx commands to Ted.

There is also an updated debug-
ger to stop your programs running
amok as well as a heap of example
source code files which show off
the new commands in the BSS
libraries. Extensive support for
ARexx and Commodity commands
are provided along with encryption
and powerful file I/O commands.
There's no doubt that these
libraries will make programming
your own stuff much easier. I man-
aged to convert a simple program
into a commodity with an Arexx
-port within 12alf an hour of
installing the new suite, thanks to
the AmigaGuide online help sys-
tem and the example source code.

The Shapes and Map Editor are
both powerful tools designed to
make easier the tiresome tasks of

-creating scenery like scrolling
backdrops arid sprite images. Both
offer extensive cut and paste rou-
tines for manipulating IFF files and
the Shape Editor will let you chop
and change palettes to your liking,
as well as having a novel clone of
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the MUI bubble help system. The
Map Editor doesn't offer anything
as flash but has the bonus of
being designed to work for any
language and not just Blitz. its  a
very powerful tool which can cre-
ate maps as big as memory dic-
tates and generate source code
which you can drop into your own
program. A nice touch is being
able to define sizes of the individ-
ual blocks as well as the maps
block dimensions. With a bit of
work on small blocks same very
creative maps could be defined
with little trouble.

Light reading
BSS fails down when it comes to
documentation. Presumably to
save cost everything is document-
ed on disk. The Blitz help system,
while not brilliant, will pop up the
appropriate Amiga guide docu-
mentation if prompted. It's an
acceptable solution but its  not as
good as having a printed manual.
It's easy to use though, certain
buttons will load example files
and iffs for you to view although
some of the links are broken.
However, the inclusion of updated
guide documentation for the origi-
nal commands and not just what

1
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A Blitz users Lawlor afford to be without the ion Abu Support Suite. Millie new leatores porwided will make
everybody's tile much easier and programming a dream.

RWE have worked on is a bonus.
Overall BSS excels itself as a

must-have gift for any serious
Blitz user. It's not expensive and
worth every penny of the price.
especially as you can get a dis-
count if you're a registered Blitz
user. There are a couple of patch-
es needed for the BSS system to
fix minor problems with the Ted
dok and debugger. However, don't
worry we have included them on
this month's CD. •
Anthony Brice

system requirements:
Nay Amiga reaming Blitz Basic. 11
1
1
1
6 1 . 3 ,

HD recommended, Some extensions
will require 052 +.

t1V1 RAI
lNii Blitr Basic
ownei can do
without this.
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SX32 Pro

SX37Pro 33MHz 68030 E799.95
-SX37Pro 50MHz 68030 1369.95

Amiga 1000 keyboard. 134.95
En Floppy Drive £35.85

' 540Mb 7.5" 110 1149.95
1,1GB 2.5" HD 1749.95
IDE lip Drive Ell! 95

•  Price: 50MHz £369.95 33MHz E299.95
•  Developer: DCE Computer
•  Supplier: Eyetech © 01642 713185
http://www.eyetech.co.uk/—eyetech
R emember  t h e  i l l - fated C D 32?  N o w
you c a n  t ur n  i t  in to  a  h igh-spec
A miga w i t h  a  C D - R O M dr ive.

0  he CD32 was a huge

success and if it wasn't
for cash flow problems
and unnecessary stock

dumping, it may have kept
Commodore alive. There were
many thousands of them sold and
CD32 software at one stage, occu-
pied the top slots of the CD-ROM
charts. Now things are a little dif-
ferent and CD32 software is virtu-
ally non-existent. The good news
is that its possible to pick up one
of the old 'tumbledriers very
cheaply indeed_ It is still an OS 3.1,
AGA. 2Mb Chip RAM machine
with a CD-ROM. All it needs is a lit-
tle extra encouragement to bat
with the best Al200 systems.

Previously, encouragement for
CD32 users included plug-in
break-out boxes like the SX1_ The
SX1 provided the features that the
CD32 doesn't come with as stan-
dard such as parallel and serial
ports, RGB video output, IDE hard
drive interface, disk drive port and
sometimes a PC keyboard con-
nector. One area where the SX1 .
fell down, though, was the
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measly 14MHz 68020 CPU, quite
slow by today's standards.

5 0 M H z  6 8 0 3 0
The 5X32 Pro is identical to its
predecessor except that it sports
an integral 50MHz 68030 acceler-
ator and a buffered IDE interface.
The buffered IDE means that
external IDE devices may be
attached without worrying too
much about the length of the
cables involved_ So it's a very wel-
come addition.

Fitting of the SX32 Pro is as
problematic as its predecessors
was if there's a hard drive fitted_
Once again, the CD32 must be
opened to fit the unit into the rear
expansion bay no matter how
small the 2.5" HD fitted. However,
Eyetech have provided a nippy
720Mb IBM drive which shows
that the 2.5" hard drive situation
has improved greatly from the
past. The lack of room for a 3.5"
unit is not such a crippling prob-
lem. A cheaper/faster/bigger 3.5
-hard drive could always be housed
externally if it were an issue

14;i1•11 1 1 . . r t i t $ 1 A h l i
CoMariseris Asliest Systot Al231-51

I  e i l i g  a  I

A Nere's the 50MHz SX32 Pio ionmag the MB 11hrtsteme benchmark against a standard 0032. Al2011 with
at last mem. Al200 with test •em and a Blinard 1230 Ilk IV. The results speak Fat themselves.

The disk drive, parallel
and serial ports performs as per
an Al200 which is no surprise as
the SX32 Pro has two CSG
(Commodore's chip manufacturer)
8520 ClAs to drive the whole
show. An external floppy drive
appears as NO: and the SX32
seems happy to load even copy
protected games. What does let it
down is the ROB video output.
The video level (brightness) is
quite low on the Amiga
Technologies 1438 and 1764 mon-
itors. This is not a terminal prob-
lem but is annoying just the
same. Luckily. AT's 1764 monitor
has a 15 pin VGA style socket so
no adapter is needed.

A 1 0 0 0  keyboard
The omission of a PC AT keyboard
socket would have been a serious
problem but thankfully Eyetech
have sourced some Amiga 1000
keyboards (the wonderful small
ones with the old coloured tick
logo) with a lead to jack straight
into the CD32's PS2 style key-
board connector. At E35, for a
genuine 89 key Amiga keyboard,
its fantastic, now if only I could
wire one up to my 4000TI

The SX32 Pro will accept up to
64Mb of memory on a single or
double sided sided SIMM.
Benchmarks showed that it Walb
1 WO slower than the leading
50MHz accelerators for the
Al200, This is a shame since i t ,
not cheap. I would have liked to
have seen better performance for
this sort of money. Eyetech pro-
vided an IDE EZ135 Syquest drive
for testing and this worked well
with an IDE ribbon trailing into the
back of the CD32.

Unlike previous CD32 expan-
sions, there's no significant
money to be saved compared
with an Al200 based system. You
do, however, get provision for a

PRODUCT TEST

lovely external
keyboard and CD-ROM drive
which are valuable in their own
right. It's an expensive investment
but a top notch Amiga system can
be created out of an otherwise idle
CD32. An Al200 system with CD-
ROM makes for more desktop
clutter by comparison. If the price
of the SX32 Pro, hard drive, key-
board and memory doesn't put you
off, I recommend it as an Amiga
system to be proud of NI
Mat Bettinson

The  essentials

COMBO PACK
New CO37. controller, SA37Pro 50MHz
Floppy drive. 7+ 4Hb memory
21Mb HO E 4 9 9 . 9 5

system requirements:
Amiga CD32

breeze

hi, however has a price
Us capabilities.

OVERALL
The ultimate
CD32 expansion. 8

0
/



PRODUCT PREVIEW

CD32 and Amiga! Gives you'CD32 a key- Buy any Ram
board and gives your Amiga a CD -ROM. board and get a
Simple set-up, fastest Semet yet for only 3.5" Floppy
£24 .95  (comes complete with serial cable Drive for
and Network CD2 software only £36.95!

A500 5I2k Nvio clock C11.95 A600 I Mb w/o clock C16•95
A500 5I2k with clock £16.95 MOO I Mb with clock - £24.95
A500 Plus I Mb £15.95 3.5" External Floppy - E39.95

A dio Hardware Interface
•  Release: TBA •  Developer: Martin Bloom U Supplier: various
Pe e ri n g  i n t o  t h e  f u t u re  o f  A m i g a
s o u n d  w e  s e e  A H I  m a k i n g  a n  i m p a c t .

0  he chances are that we

will never again see the
level of standardisation
that there was in the

Amiga market of a few years ago.
With development on the Amiga
effectively having ceased since
the launch of the AA chipset, peo-
ple are following third-party
upgrade paths to bring their

Amigas more in line with state-of-
the-art technology in their own
fields of interest, buying graphics
cards if graphics is important to
them, and sound cards if they are
into music. On top of this the vari-
ous companies considering bring-
ing out Amiga-like computers
don't even agree on what CPU to
base it on. The Amiga market of a

W h a t  is  AHI.?
AHI s ta nds  for Audio Hardware Interface. I t is a hardware
independent audio system. AHI  provides retargetable hard-
ware support f r o m  a simple device driver which can be
easily configured for  standard sound cards and made to
utilise on-board DSP functions in 'smart' cards. Its  fast
mixing routines will mix 8 - or 18 -bi t samples of any length
and w i th any number of loops from fast RAM and output
16-bit mono or stereo data  in up to 128 channels. I t
supports non realtime mixing for  computers wi th slower
processors by spooling to disk.

DIRECT P R I C E S !

MEMORY EXPANSIONS

CD32 S-PORT Network your

FREE GIFT!
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PAYMENT : Simply call with your
ACCESS / VISA I SWITCH or send

Cheques /P.O.'s made out to

COMBINATION OFFER!

OTHER PRODUCT S AVAILABLE •
RING FOR PRICES

few years time will include a lot of
non-standard pieces of equipment
and a lot of exotic variants.

How will we avoid the kind of
problem that plagues PC users
such as having to reconfigure all
their new software for their hard-
ware setup. and quite often hav-
ing to reconfigure the hardware
setup for the software? The PC is
often unfairly vilified by Amiga
users, but one very definite weak-
ness of the PC - at least until plug
and play becomes the exception
rather than the rule - is its han-
dling of sound output, as anyone
who has spent ages attempting to
coerce a new game to work with
their sound card will attest.

With the AHI retargetable
audio system, a game (or any
other piece of software with
sound output) can send the
sound data to a device han-
dler which already knows
what hardware you have and
interprets the sound data in a way
which your hardware can

M  a rp et Developments, 57 & 58
Glasshouses Mill, Glasshouses,

Harrogate N.Yorkshire HG3 5QH
T E L :  ( 0 1 4 2 3 )  7 1 2 6 0 0
FA X: ( 0 1 4 2 3 )  7 1 2 6 0 1

All. , .  A%;• • • • •  •  , G• n i l fti tai Gt Po
,
k u m n e s n  t a r e h n a d  
n e t t , .  
C i t r i c

understand. I f  you have the latest
DSP based sound card from hell,
it will play through that and pass
the card any hardware specific
commands it receives. If you are
reliant on a bog standard Paula
chip (part of the custom chipset)
for audio playback, no problem. It
won't sound as
good, but
it will do
its best.

A c o w i n g  to scud cards aid relotod
software low you sm.

Buy a t  TRADE M a r p e toodett
,
toot

DEVELOPMENTS

4 SPEED CD ROMS & APOLLO ACELERATORS ALL AT COMPETITIVE P R IC E S
!! A l 2 0 0  Ram Accelerator

NOW AVAILABLE AT EVEN LOWER PRICE

Leading British Manufacturers o f  RAM expansions to all major distributors and dealers are having a
ST O CK C L EA R A N C E of A500, A500+ & A600 RAM Boards at R I D I CUL O USL Y L O W  PRICES!

Runs at upto 2.95
MIPS -  Uses standard 72-pin

- Zero Wait State -
Optional Floating Point Unit
Real Time Battery Backed
Clock PCMCIA
Compatible (upto 4 Mb)
OMI) - £44.95
4Mb - £64.95
8Mb - E84.95
33Mhz FPU -  E24.99 Clock now only E8

Buy an ITU with a RA',
board for only C21.99'

030, 040 & 060's Also Available -

STOCK CLEARANCE I STOCK CLEARANCE

COMBI N N W
..
.J (4  
O F F EInternal Real Time

D E L IV E R Y :  Costs just
E2.50 ( including VAT )  fo

insured del ivery!
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PHI
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A l l  V2 - Hardware independent audio for Amiga
Uses infunmation'

Esel St this ?age Is mainly for develop ETO who tire using she AR] audio gram in then own
products 8 short rico doction of A
.
:11 m a y  b e  
o p : s t e t : d o t e -

A 1 is for sound cords what Cy bc
-
G r a oh3 i .  I s  
h e r  
r a p i n e  
c a r d s  
A  
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n  
w a y  
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t a l k
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o

sound cards, and even the internal audio chip( P  !oda), makes it possible tat prop/am/11W 13 make
their triusic and auto pr ograrns work with aE supported sound clucks -  without EVER owning one
Furthermore sperial tearxes c! more ElstancEd sound cards (M ir DS P a id efErtt chips) will
autornalca.ty Pe used by A MI aFpkatiOns• The system is designed m be easy to use. tort,
efficient and fume sate (alight. L
.
] s t o p  h a w ) .
A bit otprograms tiut works with sound cards can be foural at Pauli ?orkka's rufseraor

AHI has been described as
doing for audio what
CyberGraphX has done for graph-
ics. The AHI system is a simple
addition to your Devs: drawer
consisting of the AHI.DEVICE and
device drivers for whatever hard-
ware you want to install. When a
manufacturer produces a new
sound card, all they have to do is
write an AHI driver for their card
and the old problem of finding
software to run on it is solved. If
you have the AHI driver, your new
sound card will work with every
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The AHI home page

(AN

AHI compliant software package
you use, even if they were written
before the sound card existed.
There would be no need to go
through all your old software
reconfiguring it either_ If it is con-
figured to output through the AHI
system, then it is already config-
ured with your new sound card.
The flip side of this is of course
also true - a software author writ-
ing a new package need know
nothing about the various sound
cards on the market to write in
compatibility for them, because

9 9 9
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instead of writing output drivers
for all the sound cards they can
find out about, they need only
write an output driver for AHI and
their program will work with every
AHI compliant sound card that
has ever or will ever be made.

AHI is currently in Beta -
although it works and is available
for developers and end users
alike, it has a little way to go
before it is the finished article.
The Amiga audio scene really
needs something like this, and the
reception to AHI has been enthu-
siastic. Martin Blom is continuing
development on the AHI system,
but is dependent on other pro-
grammers to support AHI in their
software. The list of cards and
software with AHI support is con-
tinually growing as more and
more developers jump onto the
bandwagon. After all it makes life
a I t  easier for them too. B
Andrew Korn

To find out more contact:
URL Http://WWW.Lysatorliu.sei-lcs,1
Mika'
UR flthraVVVIrtSci_h_i--PPoikaiDellinal
Supporthbnl
or Martin Blom: Ics@lysoteclium
Finally, the Aminet address is:
hrffltp.GermanyAminetortipublAminetidevt
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PRODUCT PREVIEW

AI-II support
The vast majority of audio output devices
already have, or are shortly to get ARI
support. Software support is not quite so
impressive so far, bet growing all the
time. AHI is even beginning to make its
mark outside its natural audience of
music makers with the lust couple of
AHI compatible games.
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PRODUCT TEST

TurboCalc v4
•  Price: £49.95 •  Developer: Schatztruhe •  Supplier: Digita (t) 01395 270213
T h e  l a t e s t  s h o t  fi re d  i n  t h e  D i g i t a  v e rs u s  S o f t w o o d
walr l a n d s  o n  o u r  s h o re s  in  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t h i s
G e r m a n  s p re a d s h e e t .  I s  i t  b y e - b y e  F i n a l Ca l c ?

0  he latest salvo in the

spreadsheet war is
TurboCalc vtl, a signifi-
cant upgrade from v3.5,

whic!1 was given away by Escom
as pert of the Amiga Magic pack_
Altht .igh TurboCalc doesn't con-
torn, to the Digita standard layout,
it se _ms to conform to Diva's phi-
loso .hy of attempting to one-up
Soft7ood, and comparisons with
FinaGalc are inevitable. Which is
som._:what fortunate for TurboCalc,
b e c
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spreAsheet software on Mac or
PC ‘,•ould be less favourable.

A  contender
This Litest incarnation of TurboCalc
comes on CD-ROM. The program
can be run straight from the disk or
installed to your hard drive, an easy
procss thanks to the English,
Fren:_•h, German and Italian Ian-
guao installers. An AmigaGuide
convarsion patch will install the
help files in an 0S2.x compatible
forrr f  necessary, a clever idea
whic
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owners of older machines
Re most obvious difference

betv.•_,ten this and FinalCalc is that
the laIter has much more confus-
ing nienus. TurboCalc seems less
intimidating, with fewer nested
sub-menus, but this is not because
it lacks facilities. On the contrary,
TurbuCalc did almost everything I
wanted it to, which is a welcome
surprise by Amiga spreadsheet
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standards. lurboCalc comple-
ments its easy to use menus with
a user definable toolbar.

TurboCalc has followed
FinalCalc's lead in allowing multi-
ple sheets in a project, with con-
nections between cells in different
sheets, a facility which has been
fatally lacking in Amiga spread-
sheets until recently. Another fea-
ture TurboCalc followed the
FinalCalc lead with is animated
graphs - see the box for details.

Ups and downs
TurboCalc can zoom in and out of
the page in the manner of DTP

C P
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TurboCalo and FinalCalc are pretty  similar in terms of
features — often suspiciously so. FinalCalc introduced the
idea of animated graphs, which are a great way  of showing
how data  changes over time. Rather strangely, the  graphs
were output in a  series of !Ks  instead of an anim, which
would have been easy to implement and saved users a lot
of time. TurboCalc has introduced animated graphs itself,
but bizarrely has the  same omission.

A You cam use TorboCalc for a lot more them haancial spreadshmeting. This demonstration shows how it cam
used to chart rhe form of premier league strikers,

packages, a feature of enormous
use if you want to handle outsize
sheets, which saves a lot of ham-
mering at the cursor keys and mul-
tiple screen refreshes. Automation
is also significantly improved with
the addition of fills, a clever sys-
tem to allow the user to paint in
lists of increasing value. If, for
instance, you wished to define a
sheet with several hundred
columns sorted by date in a four
day period, you need-only set the
first date, select the cells you want
dates in. inform the fill requester
that you want increments of four
days, and the cells will be appro-
priately filled_ FinalCalc's tills were
never so flexible or easy to use.

Spreadsheets are traditionally
for financial calculations but this is
far from their only use. They can
be used all sorts of data process-
ing tasks. I know of spreadsheets
being used for running Fantasy
Football games, designing hi-fi
loudspeakers, even designing pyra-
mids. So the ability to import data
is critical, and in this TurboCalc
both hits and misses. On the plus
side. TurboCalc can import from
Excel, Lotus 1-2-3. and Procalc. the
three most likely foreign spread-
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sheet formats users will want to
deal with, and is far better than
linalCalc in this regard. On the
down side, its text import func-
tions are not so good. TurboCalc
imports four variants on CSV
iComma Separated Values ), which
take in many of the standard ASCII
outputs from databases etc., but
isn't all that flexible. I occasionally
need to import huge lists of raw
data produced by a piece of PC
based test equipment, which none
of the CSV loaders in TurboCalc
will handle perfectly. FinalCalc has
a truly excellent user -  definable
text importer which can load in-
pretty much anything.

With v4, TurboCalc is now
to compete on equal footing with
linalCalc. Some will swear by one,
some will swear by the other. I find
TurboCalc a real breeze to use
compared to FinalCalc. Each have
their own strengths, and in the
final analysis, each package will
suit different people.
Andrew Korn
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EPSON STYLUS KM  I  •  I  N PROJET OL IVETTI  .1P 50_ 250. .19)
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Nati L1'10/2111110 5 black reload,. E4
Star LC24 range 5 black reloads E9.99
Scokosha 1900T2401)/S1 95 5 bias* E9 gg
Epson F ) 0 0 u,  LQ/09.1 Tang-LI ( I  I9 9
Star LC24-30/1,.C240 5 black reload, t  14 gg

r,11111 pelni itig IA mople. lust pnnl onto
110101111 paper & iron on. One ribbon gives has
*Ironer, We can also %apply ribbon, in many
colours T-shot and in N I L

MON 4:29.9
1
.
(.5.99 1 :2 9 2
L6.99 1.29.95
E4.95 1 :  I 9 .PL
E6.99 E 29.9

Special Re-Ink
For Panasonic 1080/81,
1123124, 2123/80, 2135.
Star 1.C.21819pin. Epson
LQQ100/150, Oki 182
390 range. Black bottle
s-ill re-ink 100-i- ribbons
f9.95

1-Shirt printing ribbons
4 co l CL, ian Swill/ARC 7240 CI 9.99
4 co l Panasonic 2 23/2135 1 9  99
4 colour Star I.C2011 24poo C 19 99

reloads fo r above C9.99
4 cohtur Slat LC201.1 vo n  t  1.2 99

4 colour Star L C 10 I  0.99
reloads fo r above £7.99

Black C ilit e n  Sw ith'ABC/1 20D t 9
Black Star LC 1 0 124.99

Black Star IC2.00 9pan Er) ratBlack Ran KXP1080/81 C9.911
Black Pan K X PI I 23124

Prices include VAT & postage, To order send cheques/POs payable to:
CARE PRODUCTS

Dept CUA, 15 Holland Gardens, Watford, WD2
or use Visa/Mastercard or Education order. m n rFax order line 01923 672102
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WEN BREED/QUACK
MARSET
IDASE JUMPERS
96TTLE CHESS
3EAYERS
PIAN LION
9PLITAL FOOIDALL
%BB* N STIX
HUBBLE AND SQUEAK
791.1C11 ROCK 2
..:LOCKWISE
701111ERS
LIEP CORE
IlKGERS (OSCAR)
4:11F5A4:0 MINES
EPIC ENCYCLOPEDIA
,
L
4
A
S

(RE A ICE
FINSH FISH VOI.UPAE
69ANDS1AIN COLLECTION
HIMMALL a
•ET STRIKE
NO CHAOS
LAST WINJA 3
LEGENDS
..IITLE DEVIL
MICROCOSM
IIETWEIRK Cl) 2 (WITH CABLE)
WA LL FANTASY
POWER DRIVE
RISE Of ROBOTS
VIERS LEGACY
SONAR 7093
SUPER STREET FIGHTER 2
MIPER STREET FIGHTER TURBO
LINVIPXF

19.99
34,99
1499
16,99
14.99
22.99
9.99
9.99
9.99

17,541
4.99
4.99

13.49
4,911

12.99
27 99
9.99

17.99
14.49
24.99
24 99
(4 91
14.49
909

14.99
1699
999

21149
17.99
111.99
19 99
19.99
14 99
14.99
14,99
24.49

CE.132
CD32
CO3 2
0032
0 0 3 2
Co a2
C1332
CD32
CO37
CD32
CO32
CO32
CO32
CD32
CO32
CD32
CD32
CD32
CD32 •
C13,32
CO32
CCO;
CD3..:
CD'
.
.
CD_L.
co:
CO3J
0037
0032
CD32
CCr3,
CD.32
CDJ
0 0 3 ;
CO3„
0037

WE D O :
• STOCK THE BIGGEST SELECTION OF AMIGA GAMES

IN THE UK
•  GIVE THE BEST PRICES POSSIBLE
•  GIVE FREE EXPERT TECHNICAL ADVICE 124 HOURS)
*PLAN TO HAVE 10 LSTORES IN UK IN 1997
•  OFFER PRICE MATCH •
•  LOVE THE AMIGA •09 9111.1. At WATS 1R5 TO NATLH

ANT 40V/111101a 9111T.1
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FLOPPY
A DV A NCE D F RUIT  M A E  HI M  A L L
ALIEN BREED 2112001 1 4
4 5  4 , 1 2 9 9ALIEN BREED 2 ( A W  1 2  99 A 5 0 0
ALIEN B R E
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AL LO ALLO 1 2 . 9 9  A L L
ASSASSIN (SEC) ,  9 9 9  A L L
ASSASSIN SPECIAL EDITION 9 . 9 9  A L L
BASE JUMPERS 1 4 . 9 9  A L L
BATTLE CHESS E V  A l 2 0 0
SLINKY SCARY SCHOOL 6 . 9 9  A L L
BLOB, BLASTER, CYBA PUNKS 1 9 . 9 9  A L L
BLOBZ 1 4 2 9  A L L
BODY BLOWS GALACTIC 2 2 . 9 9  A L L
BREATHLESS 2 1 . 9 9  4 1 2 0 0
SUBBA N STIX 4 . 9 9  A L L
BUBBLE N  SQUEAK 9 . 9 9  A l 2 0 0
CARL LEWIS CHALLENGE 9 . 9 9  A L L
CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER l e  99 A L L
CHAOS ENCIINE 1 4 . 9 9  A L L
t  LOC KWISER 1 2 . 2 9  A L L
CLUB A COUNTRY 9 . 9 9  A L L
CRC KET MASTERS 1 9 . 9 9  A L L
DALEK ATTACK 1 2 9 9  A L L
DESERT STRIKE 9 . 9 9  A L L
DIE HARD 2 9 9 9  A L L
DINO o e i tc  M E  AGENCY 1 9 . 9 9  A L L
DISPOSABLE HERO 1 4 . 9 9  A L L
DNA 1 4 . 4 9  A l 2 0 0
DOUBLE DRAGON 1 2 9 9  A L L
DRACULA 1 8 2 9  A 1 7 0 0
DUNGEON MASTER 2 2 9 9 4  A l 2 0 0
I- $SENTIAL MATHS 5-12 YRS 1 4 9 9  A L L
ESSENTIAL SCIENCE 5.12 1 4 . 9 9  A L L
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 9  99
EXILE 1 4 . 9 9  A L L
F l CI RCUI T S  4  9 9  A L L
F I WO RL D CHAIL IPIO NSH:PSHIP 1 4 . 9 9  AS0 0 /9 0 0
FEARS 9 9 9  A l 2 0 9
m o r n  a r t DIRECTOR 2 4 . 9 9  A L L

INMAN

FLOPPY
FOOTBALL
FOOTBALL MASTERS
FORMULA 1 MASTERS
GEOGRAPHY 0-11 'IRS
GERMAN 0-16 YRS
(ILOODULE
GLOOM
GRAHMA GOOCH
GUARDIAN
HEART OF CHINA
HEIMDALL
HERADALL a
HEROQUEST
HUMANS 3
IMPOSSIBLE MISSION
NTOS

JET S T RIKE
JUNGL E  ST RIKE
JURASSIC PARK
KICK OFF 913
KIDS RULE OK
luDS RULE OK 2
KINGS GUEST 5
LEGACY OF SOIMSAL
LFOFNO OF KYRANDIA
LION KING
L ORD OF THE RINGS
MATHS !ALGEBRA) 0-115 YRS
mATHS IGE N.% TRy) 0-14 yRs
MATHS (NUMBERS) 6-1S YRS
MATHS (STATISTICS) 6 I t  YRS
thatTi SOCCER MANAGER
ODYSSEY
O N T HE  BAL L
O PUS 5
O VERKIL L
o V E RL O RD
PACIF IC IS L AND

N BAL L  I
L L D S
S O N S

1 .
1
1
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A
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19.99 A L L
(9.10 .
1
A L L

14 99 A L L
14.99 A L L
12.09 A L I .
12.99 A l 2 0 0
14.99 A 1 7 0 0
.
7
9
9  
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14.49 A L L
16.99 A L L
24.99 A l 2 0 0
12.99 A L L
21.99 4 1 2 0 0

9.99 A SOG/590
14,99 A L L
14.99 A l 2 0 0
1499 A 1 7 0 0
44.49 A L L
19.99 A L L
14.99 A L L
14.99 A L L
16.99 A L L
2 2
.
9 9  
&
L
I  
N
E
G

24.99 A l 2 0 0
14.99 A l 2 0 0
19.99 4 1 2 0 0
14.99 A L I
1421 A L L
14.99 A L L
14911 A L L

4.99 A L L
12.99 A L L
12.29 A L L
44.99 A 1 7 1 1 0
14.49 A l 2 9 0
22.99 A L L
12.99 A L L
1499 A l 2 0 0

HELP US HELP AMIGA

4) 1
.
4 9
9

TEI P P O R 1
•

PINtintt PP,CI_JDE
19.99
POWER DRIVE 4
4 1 1 0PREMIER MANAGER 3
PRIMAL RAGE
REACH FOR THE SKIES
RICK DANGEROUS 1 OR 2
RISE OF THE ROBOTS
ROADKILL
R043000P 3

,ILL
18.99 A L I
7.99 A L L
9 9 9  A l 2 0 0
9.99 A L L
6.519 A L L

19.99 A l 2 0 0
12.99 A l 2 0 0
9.99 A L L

14 49 A L L
SCOOBY DOO & SCRAPPY DOO 2 . 9 0  A L L
SENSIBLE GOLF 1 4 2 9  A200,E06
SENSIBLE SOCCER A g e  A L L
SHADOW OF THE BEAST 3 1 4 , 9 9
SIMON THE SORCERER 1 9 . 9 9  A L L
SPIERS LEGACY 1 9 . 9 9  A 1 7 0 0
SUPER LEAGUE MANAGER 0 9 9  A 1 7 0 6
SUPER SKID MARES 1 7  99 A L L
SUPER STARDUST 1 4 9 0
SUPER STREETFIGHTER 2 1 7 4 1 9  A L L
SUPER TENNIS CHAMPS 1 6 1 9  A L L
SWIV 5 1 9  A L L
SYNDICATE 1 4 9 9  A500,600
TERMINATOR 2 1 6 c 4 9  A L L
TRACKSUIT MANAGER 296  1 9 . 9 9  4500,90]
TRACKSUIT MANAGER 2 96 2 1 _ 9 9  A
1
7 2 1
TURRICAN 2 9 2 9  A L L
UF O  l e  9 9  A l 2 D 3
ULTIMATE SOCCER MANAGER 9 1 9  A L L
UT O PIA 9 9 9  A 6 0 0
VIRTUAL KARTING 1 9 . 1 1 0  A l 2 1 9 1
VOYAGE O f  DISCOVERY 9 .
9 1 1  l i m oWAR IN THE GULF 1 2 . 9 9  A 1 7 0 0
WATCHTOWER 1 9 . 9 9  A L L
WORLD CHAMP BOXING 9 . 9 9  A L L
WORLD C015 9 . 0 9  A L L
WORLDS Of LEGEND 1 4 . 9 9  A L L
WORMS 1 0 9 9  A L L
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•  CASH CHEM'S FOR GAMES OUT OF STOCK
•  SELL OTHER FORMATS
•  MAKE PROMISES WE CAN'T KEEP
•  JUST SELL THE GAME

(WE GIVE AFTER SALES SERVICE)
•  JUST 00 MAIL ORDER.
•  CHARGE A MEMBERSHIP FEE.
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THE A D V E R TIS IN G S TANDARDS  A U TH OR ITY  2  TORRINGTON P LACE  LON D ON  W O E  T H W



T w o  W o r m s  c l o n e s ,  o n e  D o o m
c l o n e  a n d  a n  O r b  s l i d e s h o w .  T h a t ' l l
d o  n ic e ly ,  f o r  a  s t a r t ,  f o r  A n d r e w
K o rn 's  j o u rn e y  i n t o  t h e  ' s c e n e ' .

Scene
Sliders 2
Puzzle game
This is a nice professionally produced version of a type of
game I've always found tedious but some people like. In
Sliders 2 you have a jumbled grid of squares wi th one
space in i t so tha t by sliding the squares about you can
unjumble the  grid. The  presentation is high quality, wi th
with lots of options including one to load your own
graphics in to be jumbled up. I f you are a fte r  a sliders
type game, you should look a t this.

Available from:
Online PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Heise II
Lane, Formby,
Liverpool 13 3PX.
Tel: 01704
834335.
Price: disk 75p
plus 75p P+1
3
.

Orb Albums
Slideshow
If you're an Orb fan and you
like a bi t of psychedelic art,
this two-disk  slideshow
should be just your cup of
herbal tea. Wha t you ge t for
your money is a  string of
pretty  high quality  scans of
just about every album and
single cover the Orb have
ever released and a rather
decent mod of one of their tracks which
background. A relaxing experience.

plays in the

Available from:
Online P0,1  The  Cloisters, Ha!sail Lane.

Formby, Liverpool 13 3PX. Tel: 01704  8  5  T o
834335. Price: £1 .50  (two disks) plus •
75p P+P.

Shoemaker-Levy 9
Slideshow
If your idea of fun is watch-
ing massive chunks of rock
and ice hurtl ing a t incredible
speeds through space and
then falling screaming into
the atmosphere of a dis tant
gas giant, tearing holes in
its very atmosphere and
staining the  cloud-cover
with dark, brooding wounds,
then you'll  probably enjoy
this disk. When Shoemaker-
Levy crashed into Jupiter in July of '94 , the
telescope was busy taking snaps and here are
results in all the ir JPegged, 2 4 -bi t glory.
The images are all accessed via their Workbench icons,
which is an effective i f simplistic front end. The tex t files
have to be loaded into your own file reader which seems
a bi t shoddy, but then they are pre tty  boring, so it's  no
great loss.

ailable from:
Online PD, 1 The  Cloisters, Helsel! Lane,
Formby. Liverpool L3  3PX.
Tel: 0 1 7 0 4  834335. Price: disk 75p
plus 75p P+P.

Hubble space
some of the

3
5
0

Beasties v2•9
Worms game
Beasties is a  simple kind of
game in which you wander
around various landscapes
shooting a t your opponents
with rifles and bazookas,
dropping dynamite on each
other's  heads and building
bridges over obstacles. Sounds familiar? I t is. You can
even load custom Worms levels into it. PD versions of
commercial games have been a regular of these pages for
years. Someone thinks of a feature  they wish the  original
game had, so they write  their own version wi th tha t fea-
ture in. This one is like Worms only with a lot less features.
Most Amiga garners have probably got Worms by now and
those who haven't can pick it up for a bargain price i f they
hunt about. I t really isn't worth the small saving of buying
the licenceware version of this game instead of the vastly
superior original.

Available from: Arrow PD, PO Box 7
Dover, Kent CT1 4AP. Tel: 0 1 3 0 4
832344. Price: Full version E3.99,
demo version 75p plus 75p P+P.



Vulcan
D o o m  c lone  d e m o
'My doom clone engine is faster than
yours' one-upmanship is dying off,  but
this game offers an interesting late
entry. I t's  initially breathtaking. Stick i t on
a reasonably accelerated machine and you can enjoy an
atmospheric background whizzing past at lightspeed. Afte r
a few moments you realise tha t it is actually a rather
Clever bodge. The background is identical wherever you
look and you can only move forwards in straight lines -  it
isn't possible to bump into a wall, for example. The usual
guns and monsters formula is there and there are a fe w
barricades pasted on the screen to make it a bi t more
maze-like. However, there isn't a whole lot in it beyond
those initial impressions. A decent PD blast, but more
Zombie Apocalypse than AB3D.

Available from:
Online PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Helsel!
Lane, Formby,
Liverpool 13 3PX.
Tel: 0 1 7 0 4
834335. Price:
disk 75p plus
75p P+P.

Ingenuous
Adventure
From the  mome nt this game
starts you k now you are in
the presence of something
truly dire. Your character, a
fat mud-encrusted ha lf-
Womble, ha lf-s lug hybrid life
form, waddles across the
screen like a penguin wi th a club foot.  You are, allegedly,
a prisoner in a high security prison from which you must
escape. But it's  all so simple. The guards just warn you off
politely whe n you hit them and doors are never locked.
The prisoner in the cell next door has a security pass and a
bloke down the corridor has a gun he doesn't mind giving
you because you once talked to a mate of his.

It took me only 10  minutes to complete. At least the
puzzles make sense, a rarity even in commercial games.
Not without comedy value but puzzle solvers should give i t
a wide berth.

Available from:
Online PD,1 The
Cloisters, HeiseII
Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L3 3PX.
Tel: 01704  834
335. Price: disk
75p plus 75p P+1
2
.7 t

,
t •
E 
t
m
:
r
E
:
1
2
,

•

Microlyte Warr ior
Higl i ts im plus
There hasn't been a decent
fl ight sim on the  Amiga for
ages but i t looks like the
wait may have been worth
it. I f you like the  notion of
whizzing about in a  hi-plane
shooting your foes out of
the sky, pick up this version
before i t becomes a commercial release!
Not only do you ge t a fl ight sim which displays
light-sourced objects, animated backgrounds and
graduated horizons fast enough to be flawlessly smooth
on a  decent 030, but you can play multiplayer through a
serial connection or split screen.

Stephen Birch, the  author, promises the  final game will
have a s trong tactical element, the  opponents battl ing
each other not only for  supremacy of the sky but also of
the ground, where mines, roads and oil rigs can be built
to a llow the upgrading of your aircraft.

If the  final game is half as good as i t sounds, i t'l l  be a
blinder. Even in its present state, you can still a tte mpt
that sneaky Immelman turn which takes you through the
rotating blades of the windmill  and onto your opponent's
tail while you watch in satisfaction as he sees wha t you
are doing on your half of the split screen!

Available from:
Online PD,1 The
Cloisters, Helsel!
Lane. Formby,
Liverpool 13  3PX.
Tel: 0 1 7 0 4
834335.
Price: disk 75p
plus 7 5  P-i-P.

Total  Dominat ion
G a m e
Total Domination is just a
little reminiscent of an old
game called K240. The idea
is to challenge your rivals for
domination of an asteroid
belt. You can build various
structures on your asteroid,
and eventually build your
own ships and missiles to
seek out new asteroids to colonise and new civilisations to
destroy. The presentation is reasonable for a PD game but
nothing spectacular. The gameplay is slow and a little
lacking in variation, but will amuse bored God game fans
for a little while. Unfortunate ly  the full version is licence-
ware and the ES charge places i t in competition with some
pretty decent old commercial titles like Powermonger or
Genesia which you can often pick up for a similar price on
budget labels these days.

Available from:
Online PD,1 The  Cloisters, Halsall Lane,
Formby, Liverpool 13 3PX. Tel: 01704
834335. Price: disk 75p plus 75p P4-12.
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Blue Rose GraphicsCollection
Fonts and clip ar t
It can be a real
problem some-
times try ing to
find decent colour
fonts  and clip art.
There is quite  a
lot of i t around
but i t is often
pretty poor
quality. So this
collection from
Eddie Barry is very welcome
indeed. Blue Rose Graphics is a  three-disk set and has a
good selection of colour fonts  plus cut and paste fonts
designed wi th video work  in mind. The clip art is varied
and o f  a generally high quality  a lthough limited in range,
as you might expect in a  collection of this size. There is a
selection of backgrounds which are all in 64  colour over-
scan and all miraculously look like they might actually
have some use. You probably don't wa nt to hear about the
Christmassy theme to the  disks a t this time of year, so be
warned not to ge t this collection i f you are still fi lled wi th
the spirit of humbug. No harm in planning ahead though.

The fi rs t disk of the  collection is a self booting
slideshow guide to wha t is on the  rest of the  disk, whic h
is a  nice touc h particularly whe n i t comes to  picking the
right font.  A  collection on CD would give you fa r  bigger
range, but you'd be unlikely to  fi nd one w i th such high

standards as this.

Christr-r- 9 6 ,
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Available from:
Eddie Barry, 14
Tudor Brae,
Donaghcloney,
Craigavon,
Co. Armagh BT66
71.1F. Price: E4
including P+P.8

N o s t r o d a m u s  p re d i c t i o n s :  f a c t  o r  fi c t io n ?  W h a t e v e r
y o u r  o p i n i o n  o n  t h a t  ma t t e r ,  h e  n e v e r  p re d i c t e d  t h a t
h e 'd  e n d  u p  o n  t h e  p u b l i c  d o m a i n  p a g e s  o f  C U  A mi g a
M a g a z i n e .  A n d r e w  K o rn  is  y o u r  h o s t  t o  t h i s  m o n t h ' s
s e le c t io n  o f  v a l u e  u t i l i t ies .

a

Filequest
Di re c t o ry  u t i l i ty

robe
rt .
•OEWSoff
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Available from: Online PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Walsall Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L3 3PX. Tel: 01704  8 3 4 3 3 8
--Price: disk 75p plus 75p P +R

M o n t h
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Doguet Emmanuel's challenge to Opus' supremacy of
the directory uti l i ty  market looks a very strong one.
Some people think  tha t the Opus programs took  a
wrong turn wi th v5 and Dogue t is one of them. His pro-
gram is based around the  old tw in directory list layout
of Opus 4  and SID.

Although very similar to Opus 4, there  are some
differences and on the  whole  they are positive. Filequest
is faster in handling directories and performing opera-
tions like moving or copying files than Opus. I t is also
more proficient at handling filetypes. Use of the BGui.
library gives i t an e ffi c ient and flexible front end and the
whole thing is highly configurable.

The shareware registration fee of 100 Francs gets you
a slightly updated version and a keyfile to disable the
shareware nagger which comes up fairly regularly. I t
also gets you future  updates and keeps M.  Emmanuel
interested in developing a piece of software  which is a
few small updates short of brilliant.
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Va r k l  4
Utilities select ion
Vark is back with another disk packed with archived utili-
ties. There is a Trekkie feel to this one with a Klingon
accent installer for the built-in speech handler which comes
with a complete text of Hamlet in Klingon to test i t out and
a Workbench hack which shows stars streaking past at a
speed controlled by a 'warpspeed' tooltype. The author of
this masterpiece informs us tha t warp 9  is 1516 times the
speed of light, but tha t warp 10 is impossible!
There is a pretty  decent W I  based HTML page creator, a
GUI for AmiTCP, a library which decodes expansion board
IDs, a rather good diagnostics program, assorted ANSI
graphics utilities and a selection of other goodies. Vark's
disks resemble a lucky dip, but they are always worth
dipping in to.

Available from:
Roberta Smith PD.
190 FaHaden Way,
Hampstead
Garden Suburb,
London NIA111 WE .
Tel: 0181  4 5 5 1 6 2 6
Price: 9 0 p plus
50p P-S-P
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he third dimension is a disk magazine all about 3 D and
irtual reality applications. Al though i t appears to have
overed Imagine in the  past, the  main thrust appears to be
n the more realtime realms of virtual reality. Tutorials and
iscussions for the now  rather ageing 3 D Construction Kit,
on Amiga. PC and ST) make up the  main body. The maga-
ine seems to have quite  a fol lowing; an inordinate amount
f  it seems to be given over to contributors credits and the
etters page is pre tty  busy. The fac t tha t i t has reached
ssue 26  is some indication of its popularity.

If you think  tha t a magazine about 3 D Construction Kit
s living in the  past, you should see the  design, which
elongs to  the  blue and orange era of Workbench 1.3.
ven so, i t has a s tra ightforward enough front end, and the

ook suits the  informal tone  and community  atmosphere.
The main tutoria l topic  in this  issue is about construct-

ng a fl ight sim, and comes wi th a directory full  of coder's
esources to help out.

There is also a project to create a multi -author theme-
ark environment, the  idea being tha t anyone can code
heir own ride and add i t on. I f you are into 3 DCK you'll
robably love this magazine.

Available from:
Roberta Smith PD,
190 Falloden Way,
Hampstead Garden
Suburb, London
NIA111 6JE.
Tel: 0181 455  1626
Price: 90p plus
50p P+P.

PO UTILITIES ii
GamesBlaster
Hints and cheats database
Disks full  o f
game cheats and
hints have been
knocking a bout
for a while  but
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few have the
kind of depth of
coverage tha t
this one has.
Stuart Beatty  has
released this  disk
as infoware ,
which means tha t i f you use a copy of i t you have to
send him a postcard w i th a game cheat on i t for  him to
include in his next update .

The cheats are all l isted in a useful AmigaGuide  for -
mat; jus t look for  the  game tha t is troubl ing you in the
alphabetical index and you are bound to fi nd a tip to
get you on your way. I f  you check out Alien Breed 3 D2
you are in for  an extra tre a t -  there 's  a saved games
editor which wil l  ge t you through to  the  end like no tip
ever could.

The thing tha t impressed me most about this disk is
the wonderful bonus file. You'll only fi nd i t i f you look
for it, because i t has no icon. I t's  called 'Steamed Trout'
and is indeed a recipe for  steamed trout.  More  hidden
recipes on PD disks, please.

Available from: Online PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Halsall Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L3 3PX. Tel: 0 1 7 0 4  834335
Price: disk 75p plus 75p P+P.

Nost rodamus
Disk encykmaedia
From the  moment this disk boots up you
know you are witnessing something
awful. An abysmal title  page pops up
with wha t I assume is meant to be
Nostrodamus but is clearly a Portuguese
barman in an M I A  nylon shirt. This glo-
rious title  sequence is accompanied by a
piece of flamenco music, which would hardly be appropri-
ate even i f it was any good. Then we get to the meat, a
huge 18k of AmigaGuide files covering 101 o f
Nostrodamus' predictions. Only of course they aren't actual-
ly his predictions, they are 'translations' of his predictions.

Translations of Nostrodamus are usually pre tty  dodgy,
making pre tty  liberal interpreta tions  of the  original
French. Nostrodamus wrote  in a deliberately obtuse  lan-
guage -  presumably because he was, in fac t,  not wri ting
predictions but political satire, which was a dangerous
occupation a t the  time .  This makes i t very easy to  inte r-
pret any way you like, but I  would really love to  k now
the original French which this  compiler translates as a
cluster orbita l nuclear fi re  weapon for  l ight a tmosphere
ignition',  and i t's  hard to give much credence to the  pre -
diction tha t the  allies wil l  reconquer Spain from the
Chinese in March of 1996. As  a bonus there  is a  pointless
number slider game.

The only  value in this  disk is the  amusement of seeing
anything this  bad. Cut out the middlemen and buy a blank
disk instead.

Available from: Classic Amiga
Software, 11 Deansgate, Radcliffe,
Manchester M2 6  9YJ. Tel: 0161 7 2 3
1638. Price: E l  plus 70  P+P.

aka



CD-ROMS

Yo u  c a n  g e t  a n y t h i n g  o n  C D
t h e s e  d a y s ,  h o n e s t .  A n d r e w

K o r n h a s t h e p r o o f h e r e .

Until reviewing this disk I had
never played Klondike before.
After trying it out Ifeel no
temptation to change my habits.
Klondike is. for all its popularity, a
pretty basic patience game and
in this it is inferior to any number
of much smaller, more
Workbench friendly options. The
reason behind its popularity is
the presentation -  lots of colour
and music and most importantly,
interchangeable cardsets,

When I'm playing a card
game, the most important thing
iibout the cardset to me is that
the cards should be immediately
identifiable, which Klondike card
sets often aren't. The emphasis
is on the illustration, which
seems to be an unnecessary
dilution of the core purpose of a
card game. I don't like to look
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Every now arid then
disks go for a walk
down knackered
street. One day you
stick that essential
disk in your drive and
your computer
screeches, grinds
and spits it back out
in disgust. If you rememberea to
back up, you'll be OK, otherwise
it's a job for Amiga Repair Kit.

The main attraction of ARK is
Disksalv4, which is an extremely
powerful disk repair utility written
by David Haynie, an original
Commodore systems engineer
who worked on the old C128.
Disksalv has been around in one

R M Scene
for the little number and sym-
bol tucked in the corner of the
card, and if I want to see a pic-
ture of a Hawaiian beach, I'll get
a postcard. But the popularity of
alternative cardsets is amply
testified to by the huge Public
Domain selection collected
here. There are around 250
of them, almost all cartoons,
science fiction TV shows or
politically incorrect pictures
of women.

Despite this, all the ones I
looked at were pretty well
made, the Sandman deck based
on Dave McKean's cover art par-
ticularly impressed me. The
detail you can get into 88 by
130 pixel images is surprising.

There is an archived collec-
tion of other games on the disk
which despite the name of the
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form or anotner for almost as
long as there have been Amigas.
Versions prior to v3 were share-
ware but its latest incarnation is a
lot more powerful than those.
There are now many more
options for file recovery and
things like undeleting and unfor-
matting than in the old shareware
versions. muscling in on the tra-

CD are mostly not card
games. There are lots of Chess
programs including the excellent
Uchess, about a million master-
mind type games, and a fair
assortment of Othellos, GOs,
Maltdongs etc. I even found a
bridge programme which works,
and a half decent Monopoly
game. A little user friendliness
would have been good -  a text
file telling you how to unarchive
from a l  is a little poor, but you
should find enough here to keep
yourself amused on a rainy day

ditional territory of programmes
like OuarterBack tools.

Also on the disc are RDB-
Salv1.1 and DSBackup which are
Rigid Disk Block backup utilities;
Upper Disk Tools, which has a
very unusual file recovery
program that treats damaged vol-
umes as files in a virtual 'recov-
ery:' device and a small and not
particularly interesting selection
of freely distributables.

The odd thing about this disc
is that it looks like shovelware
despite the fact that the disc has
only 28Mb on it. Disksalv4 is
accompanied by Disksalves 3
and 2 and although there is
about 3Mb of Disksalves on the
CD your final HD install is just
400k. RDB-Salv is 11Mb, 95% of
which is documentation which is
a pretty large chunk of that
28Mb even if it hadn't been put
on the CD twice, and the freely

Available
from:
PD Soft,
217-219
Hamstel Road,
Southend on Sea,
Essex SS2 4LEL
Tel: 01702 300441/306060.
Price: E14.99 plus 75p P-i-P.

8 0  g
i a

distributable directory is sma
and uninspired.

This is not a cheap disc, and
you don't get a lot of Mb for
your money. Having said that, in
Upper Disk Tools and Disksalv
you have two very powerful
pieces of software. If this was
bit cheaper or had a decent
range of supplementary PD, I
would, recommend it. In this pre-
sent package I would look for
the software elsewhere.

Available from: Weird
Science, 1 Rowlandson
Close, Leicester,
Leicestershire LE4 2SE,
Tel: 0 1 1 6  234  0682.
Price E49.95 plus Cl  Pi-P.

71  0,0
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CO-ROMS

Unsurprisingly, given the name
this CD is aimed squarely at the
Amiga Euro scene. Which
means all the software is so
hacky it will crash your system
and the documentation is all in
German or Italian.

Well OK then, not all of it. You
will come across the odd pro-
gram without English documer
tation, but English is pretty much
the lingua franca, and if you can't
excuse the odd Dutchman
whose English is less than per-
fect then you don't deserve this
disc anyway.

The idea behind this disc is to
present the work of Amiga
artists, musicians and program-
mers from around Europe. There
are a hundred-odd Mbs of pic-
tures, including some really
impressive work, dozens of
games, masses of modules and
a few hours worth of demo and
animation viewing. There is an
assortment of utilities, some
shareware, some commercial
demos, including a couple of
webpage makers, an IFF to EPS
converter, a demo version of
Cinema4D and hundreds of
smaller tools but if you want

This disc contains somewhere in
the region of 2,000 assorted pro-
grams for improving your system.
There are no games, no demos,
no graphics files, no mods, just
pure. 100% utilities, There is
everything from improved monitor
drivers (handle with care) through
middle mouse button commodi-
iies to caching software.

As good as the bog standard
Workbench has become with
WB3, there is work to be done,
and the beauty of the Amiga is
there is always someone willing
to do it and make it available as
PD, saving you the wait for the
next KSAA/B update from whoevr.•
does eventually buy out the
Amiga. System Booster is a huge
compilation of these programs.

Some of the programs are
cosmetic such as improvements
like NewIcons, an ingenious
replacement icon system which
works happily alongside icons
with entirely different palettes.
It's time to ditch the old four-
colour standard and this is a very
good way forwards.

There is also plenty to

utilities you are better off
looking elsewhere.

If it is graphics, demos and
music you are after, you will be
better served. The demos run
from disc, which is nice,
although be warned the combi-
nation of system crashes and
boring demos which cling limpet
-like to your system resources
and refuse to go away will mean
plenty of reboots as you work
your way through the demos
directory. Compared to any other
way of trying out this many
demos however, it is relatively
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improve the working of your
computer. There is a directory
packed with replacement
ArnigaDOS commands, a large
collection of fonts, drivers to
cover everything from Wacom
graphics pads to Epson Flatbed
scanners, and more schedulers,
disc backup utilities, ARexx

painless. The pictures and mods
all similarly play direct from disc,
the appropriate viewers/players
set up on the CD to allow every-
thing to be viewed direct from
their Workbench Icons. If all that
Euro-scene 'my workbench is
bigger than yours' stuff irritates
you, you'll hate disc. If you're
willing to put up with it to see
lots of great art and demos,
you'll love it.
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scripts, system patches and text
editors than is entirely decent.

There is a fair amount of soft-
ware which isn't the latest
release -  MU! is there in version
3.3. VirusZ in V1.3 and so on, but
that isn't really the point of the
CD. If you want up-to-date, get
the latest Aminet collection or

Available from:
Weird Science,
1 Rowlandson Close,
Leicester, Leicestershire
LE4 2SE.
Tel: 0 1 1 6  234  0682.
Price £11 .99  plus fl  P + P

8 8
download the software yours.lf.
This disc is about giving you
everything. Pretty much any Ittle
tweak or utility you are after c
be found here complete with
AmigaGuide documentation.

How useful this collection is
to you depends a little on hov„
technical you are. Anyone w1-3 is
prepared to read the instructLms
will find enough on this disc to
give their system a real boost,
but the more technical you ar
the more you will get out of it.  If
you are proficient with a s old
e
r -
ing iron, there are even instnio-
tions for pj.itting a 1200 in a
tower case, making a PC key-
board connector and more.

Available from: Weird
Science, 1 Rowlandson
Close, Leicester,
Leicestershire LE4 2SE.
Tel: 0 1 1 6  234  0682.
Price E49.95 plus E l  P + P



CO. RUMS

Women of the Web, the appro-
priately named Sadeness
Software inform us, is an
'Interactive Multimedia
Encyclopedia of Female
Celebrities'. They go on to inform
us that this is NOT an adult title,
and that not one nude picture
can be found on this CD. Once
you open the jewel case though
you find a cheeky upgrade card
which you can send off with a
tenner to 'upgrade' to the uncut
18 certificate version.

What the 'of the Web' bit in
the title means is that the data is
presented in HTML, and you will
find a copy of AWeb on the disc
so that you can run WOTW with-
out installation. Well in theory,
anyway. In practice this means
serious interlace flicker, as the
on-disc AWeb faults to a PAL
interlace display, and the only
way of changing the display
mode is to install AWeb to your
hard drive. Fortunately Sadeness
have put an installer on the disc.
However, AWeb doesn't handle
ANIMGits, which the disc has
plenty of. Using !Browse makes
the presentation much better.

Once you get your browser

sorted out and find your i n t , • •
the index, you are
faced with a simple
but effective title
page with an A-Z of
index links. Selecting
a link takes you to a
list of women whose
names start with that
letter, each one
accompanied with a
little mug-shot. Select the name
or mug-shot and you get to a
variable number of pages cover-
ing the woman in question,
these pages consisting of a few
small, often rather low quality
JPEGs and very occasionally a
brief biography where you can
learn useful things like favourite
colours and pop stars.

It is a bit hard to see exactly
what the point of all this is.
There's not enough here to
appeal to the baser instincts, you
can't stick it on your bedroom
wall, and despite the multimedia
encyclopedia tag, there is little
by way of encyclopedic informa-
tion beyond the photos and the
odd short movie clip or sample.
The disc is like a compilation of
hundreds of those obsessive fan

Last month I reviewed Weird
Science's Multimedia Backdrops
CD collection. This one has 3,000
assorted backdrops and textures.
including most all of the images
on the last disc.

The texture images on this
disc vary significantly. Some are
full screen backdrops, whilst

others are tessellating tile
patterns ideal for background
decoration on your Workbench or
on HTML pages as well as the tit-
ular use as texture maps for ren-
dering more realistic objects.

The choice of JPEG format is
one some may object to, as
images will have to be converted

Websites that every major media
star seems to have - but obses-
sives by definition are interested
in only a few people, not this
many_ I guess this disc must be
for indecisive obsessives; the
suggestion around the office is
that this is a kind of mail-order
catalogue for stalkers. If you real-
ly want this sort of thing, buy a
copy of Loaded - the pictures are
higher resolution. Alternatively,

into IFFs for many Amiga applica-
tions. Personally I think it is very
sensible. A filewpe converter or a
graphics package with a decent
range of loaders such as ImageFX
or PPaint will happily turn those
JPEGs into IFFs of whatever
colour depth you choose, or into
GIFs for faster web pages, and
the advantage in file size com-
pactness means'You get a lot
more data for your money.

Using the disc is pretty
straightforward if you use a file
manager or can get by in CLI, but
try opening it on Workbench and
you'll get nowhere. Its  not a big
point, but there's enough space
on the disc for at least a little file

go out and get some fresh air.

Available from: Sadeness
Software, 13 Russell Terrace,
Mundesley. Norfolk  NR11
8L-I. Tel: 01263  722169
Price E24.95 including P +R

4 6  0,0
viewer utility. The images are all
reproduced in thumbnails, which
is pretty essential if you want to
find what you want but don't
have a year to waste looking.

There are a limited number of
textures in this world. The up
side is that this disc has most of
them; the down side is that so
do a lot of other discs. If you
have any other texture discs,
you'll find a lot of repetition. The
Imagine PD3D CD reviewed last
month had about a quarter of
the textures on this disc in IFF24
format, for example. But if you
are short of texture files and
looking for a full disc, this is a
very good collection.

Available from: Weird
Science, 1 Rowlandson
Close, Leicester,
Leicestershire 1E4 2SE.
Tel: 0116  234  0682
Price E14.99 plus El  P + R
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7 8  I m a g i n e  4 - 0
How can you make your 3D graphics look more realistic? John
Kennedy explains with some tips on modelling and texturing.

8 4  W i r e d  Wo r l d
Wrapping up the HIM_  series, Mat Bettinson puts all the previously
examined techniques to work and produces a web shrine to the 70's.

8 7  N e t  G o d
News and gossip from the Net God this month include a rant about
junk mail and good news in the form of widespread PNG support.

8 8  S u r f  o f  t h e  M o n t h
Dipping once again into that limitless resource of the world wide web
we uncover a range of useful, and not so useful web sites.

9 6  M a s t e r c l a s s
Commodities are wonderful little tools that can transform your
Workbench but what are they and how do they work?

9 8  C I E P A
Our new staff writer Andrew Korn joins forces with Mat as they wade
through all your queries and do their best to answer them.

1 0 0  F A Q

The best  excuse for
reading a  magaz ine
b ackw ar d s ,  A mi g a
W o r ksh o p  is here w i t h
mor e  t o p  tutor ials.

We're often asked about how CU Amiga's CUCDs can be used with
other computers, like Macs and PCs. FAO has all the answers.

101 S o u n d  Lab
A round-up of some of the best audio shareware uncovers a handful
of useful and innovative music software.
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It's a right can of worms this month as readers give out in defence of the PD scene, set the
world to rights about the Mac and give VIScorp a kick up the backside.

1 0 4  P o i n t s  o f  V i e wCD
661 Now that 1996 has finally glided into the past, the CU Amiga Magazine team give their

views on the highs and lows of the past year and look forward to what 1997 may hold.
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ART GALLERY

Art Ca
Art i mi t a t es  l i fe o r  l i fe
imi tates ar t?  W h a t e v e r
side o f  t h e  f e n c e  you ' r e
on co n cer n i n g  t h a t
debate,  h e r e  a r e  s o m e
gr eat  p ic t ur es.  A l l  d o n e
on t h e  A m i g a  t o o .

Artist: Stephen Clarke, Surrey A m i g a :  A l 2 0 0
Software: Brilliance 2.0, DPaint IV and V. PPaint V6.3  and ImageFX

Iffingrerr
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Artist: Carl Thomas, West Wales A m i g a :  A l 2 0 0
Software:  Imagine 3.0 , DPaint V and ImageStudio
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Artist: Duncan Styles, Kent
Software: l ightWa v e
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.4410

Amiga: A l 2 0 0
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Artist: Dav id de  Costa, Australia A m i g a :  A l 2 0 0
Software: l ightWa v e  3.5, ADPro, Macropaint

Artist: Duncan Styles, Kent
Software: l ightWa v e

.....,
Artist: Carl Thomas, West Wales A m i g a :  A l 2 0 0
Software: imagine 3.0, DPaint V  and ImageStudio I



TUTORIAL
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M o r e  l u mp s
and b u m p s
ar e f o r g ed
and  lovingly

man i p u l a t ed  i n t o  m a n y
reaOistic-looking o b j e c t s
w i t h  a  l i t t le  h e l p  f r o m
I mag i n e  4 ,  o f  cour se .
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ance of an object, by giving the
impression of a particular material or
finish. However, let's look at how
most image rendering programs can

go a stage further to aid realism by means of
'textures'. A texture is usually applied to an
object or surface and can achieve two things:
first of all, it can alter the surface appearance
of an object, and secondly it can alter the
shape. For example, think of an orange: the
colour is obviously orange but the surface is
covered in tiny dimples. It's possible to spend
months adding these tiny dimples to a sphere
but a texture will greatly simplify this process.
By wrapping an image of dots around the
sphere and defining it to be a 'bumpmap'. the
sphere will appear dimpled when rendered.
(see pic 1)

Tw o  to  choose from
There are two main types of texture, and which
you can use depends on your rendering pro-
gram. These two methods are procedural and
brushmaps. A procedural texture is a special
mathematical formula which is applied to the
surface of an object. For example. Imagine has
a procedural texture called 'bumpnoize' and
this texture alters the appearance of arl object,
making it appear bumpy. Like all textures, it

•
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is key/ I. create a PC style mini tower case. Jest to

doesn't actually change the shape of the
object, ora,/ its appearance.

The other type of texture is a brushmap, on
the Amiga that usually means an IFF image,
such as a drawing saved by Personal Paint or a
digitised frame of video created by ProGrab.
The IF  is loaded by the rendering program and
applied to the surface of the object Both types
of texture can be classified as belonging to one
or more of the following categories:

Colour brushmap
This type of texture applies a pattern or an IF
image to an object, as though painting it. It
can be used to apply details to an object, or
just to make it more interesting. For example,

reinied ourselves whet islerior tockselsey looks

the Imagine Agate texture will give an object
an instant wonderful marble texture which w
add life to any object.

Bump or altitude map
-
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appear to pop out or indent. The dimples on
an orange object are a good example. A spe-
cial IFF image is created consisting of dots on
a plain background. Where there is a dot, the
rendering program clauses a dimple to appear.

Attribute texture
This texture can affect different aspects of the
object. Depending on how the rendering
program works, the image or texture will influ-
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ence the final appearance of the reflectivity,
specularity, transparency or any other attribute.

Some rendering programs can morph
between states: in an animation, an object
can start with one texture and change to a
second over time. A sphere could start off as
smooth as glass and turn into a dimpled
orange. (see pic 2)

A brushmap is often used as a decal, rather
than simply a way of applying a texture. For
example, if you are building an aeroplane
object, you will probably want to add national
markings, or even windows and company
names. Instead of trying to create detailed 3D
objects, draw (or scan) a suitable image and
make it into a brush map. Apply the map to the
4

0

F
OC
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No  n w  S c  T w  S h  T p  P i  M n  I t I.
Do t o r n  fl r t  N a n d  U R . n d  S h a w

object and you've saved yourself hours of work.
You can apply several maps at once to the

same object and this can be used to give the
impression of extra detail. Applying a brushmap
of a window to a plane might look very flat and
unrealistic. The same brushmap (or a slightly
different one) could be re-applied as a
burripmap. The result is that the windows will
all appear to have an extra depth.

It's also important how you go about
applying a brushmap. If the object is curved or
spherical, you need to inform the rendering
program so it can make allowances. A good
example is wrapping a scan of an atlas around
a sphere to make a globe: you must make sure
that it's wrapped in both X and Y directions to

••• 1 * . s t •  t •  * 1  l e  6 k • • • •  6  •  7

achieve the desired effect. On the other hand,
the label of a baked bean can is wrapped in
only one direction.

Procedural textures have the advantage that
they animate well -  in fact, some can animate
all by themselves by altering some set-up val-
ues between start and end frames. Procedural
textures are also generated 'on the fly' and will
always contain the same amount of detail no
matter the resolution of the final image. As
seen in this tutorial's PC project, a brushmap
can quickly become too 'blocky' when used
close up. Worse, when animated there can
sometimes be a shimmer due to dithering
effects. Unlike Brushmaps, procedural textures
take up little memory. Brushmaps do however
have the advantage of speed: they are usually
quicker to render than procedural textures.

Brushmaps can also be animated. For
example, a series of frames from an animation
(or grabs from video created with ProGrab or
VideoMaster) can be applied one frame at a
time to an object in a scene. The object could
be a television screen, or something more com-
plicated such as a human head. As the ren-
dered animation is created, the different frames
are applied one after the other.

Build y o u r  o w n  P C
Although Imagine allows objects to be con-
structed from primitive shapes, such as planes,
cones or spheres, this is far from the only way
to create models. Every Imagine object (expect
CSG sphere) is composed of various faces
which are triangles constructed from three
edges, drawn between three points. Imagine
allows each point, edge and face to be dealt
with individually and this is how it's possible to
build accurate and realistic models. To illustrate
we going to create an object (a mini-tower PC
case) dealing with it on a point-by-point basis.

The first step in creating the PC object is to
define a large box which forms the main com-
ponent of the computer. This is easily done by
defining a single plane of suitable dimensions,
and then use the Mold/Extrude tool to give it
depth. This creates a three dimensional shape
from our flat plane and it's the easiest way to
create cubes and other solid shapes. To keep
smoothing of the edges to a minimum. I've
used a plane with a large number of sections
as this produces a realistic curved effect at
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the edges. Not very exciting but it's not meant
to be. The colour is a typical beige and so far I
have yet to apply any texture. (see pic 3)

Putt ing u p  a  f ron t
The most important part of the case is the front
panel so it's worth spending a little time on it.
I've created the panel as a separate object from
the rest of the case, from a plane with multiple
sections, and extruded a few units to give it
depth. However, this time I applied scaling to
the plane as it was extruded: this made it
slightly larger at the back than at the front. This
is where you switch to Imagine's point editor.
Once 'Pick Points' is selected, the front panel
object is redrawn as a series of points, linked
by edges. These points can be selected individ-
ually and then moved or deleted. There is no
point trying to rotate or scale a point, as they
don't have any real 'size'.

You can see from plc 4 how the front panel
was altered. Using 'Pick Points' I, first of all,
deleted the points which formed the back sur-
face of the front panel, deeming them unnec-
essary. Then I deleted the points where the
drive bays were located: this created a large
hole in the front panel. The plan was to fill the
gaps with another object, maybe a blanking
panel or something more detailed such as a
CD-ROM drive.

Then came the finishing touch.
Using the 'drag box' to select
points. I highlighted a section in the
middle and dragged all the points
backwards very slightly. With Phong
shading on, this causes a dimple to appear in
the casing. This stops it from looking flat and
adds a degree more detail. Manipulating the
points which make up the object is the key. If
Phong shading was turned oft the face would
look too angular. If more sections were used in
the original front panel plane object, the
smoothing would be more subtle. There is
plenty of scope for experimentation. (see pic 4)

Other objects such as the blanking panel,
buttons and feet are easily created from primi-
tive objects. The buttons for example, are
spheres which are cut and positioned so they
are just poking out of the front panel slightly.
There's no need trying to hide the jagged
edges as they are hidden: what the eye does-
n't see, the 3D rendering artists gets away
with_ On closer inspection, you may see a few
cracks: the solution is to use CGS spheres,
and render in Ray Trace mode. (see pic 5)
- N o w  that we have the basic shape
defined, we can cheat a little. Using a digital
camera I photographed the front panel of a real
PC and stole the display of the clock panel, and
the front of the CD-ROM drive. I converted

these into 256 colour IF  images,
and pasted them onto suitable
plane objects. These were then
positioned in the right places. Given
more time (and some artistic ability)
there is no reason why these could-
n't be drawn from scratch in an art
program of course. (see plc 5)
There are plenty of disadvantages to
cheating and making use of bitmap
images. First of all, they take more
memory than a simple drawing.
Secondly they have no depth: a pic-
ture of a floppy disk drive is not the
same as a modelled one, where
there will be a button projecting
in the Y axis, This can result in

W h o  made that  phong?
Phong shading is an important a ttribute  in
Imagine, and one which is often overlooked.
When an object has the Phong shading
attribute  switched on, Imagine effectively
smoothes any hard edges. This is great for cre-
ating a realistic-looking sphere but ruins your
chances rendering a crisp cube. The bottom
line is to remember to use Phong shading only
when you wa nt a smoothing effect.

There's slightly more to i t than tha t though.
If you create a cube from a plane wi th ten sec-
tions ,  then the  smoothly  e ffect will be more
subtle than i f you used a similarly sized cube
made wi th only two sections. In fact,  as you
can see from the  image below, the  tw o sec-
tioned cube starts to look very strange indeed.

unrealistic shadows and other weird-looking
lighting effects. Thirdly, the resolution of the
bitmap you're using can dictate the resolution
of the final render.

M e r g i n g  a s  o n e
Putting the final computer together is a matter
of loading all the sub-parts (the box, the front
panel, the fake CD-ROM drive) and positioning
them accurately in the Detail Editor. Pick one
object (I used the Front Panel), select it and
then select all the other objects (use Amiga-A).
Now use 'Group' from the States menu and the
entire computer is saved out as one object. It
can then be loaded into the Stage Editor and
even though composed of dozens of smaller
parts, can be moved around and scaled as
though it were one. (see pic 7)

As there are no transparent objects or need
for accurate shadows, a scanline render is per-
fectly adequate for creating the final image. All
that is needed is the addition of the ground and
some background colour to make the scene
complete - not forgetting a light source arid A
some ambient lighting added in the Action edi-
tor of course.

After a few renders experimenting with tex-
tures, I decided that the 'metals2' texture was
not suitable for the case of the computer. As
you can see, it introduces some unwanted
reflections. Instead, the default man material
worked very well. Perhaps a slight noise or
bump would give the correct power-painted fir
ished, but overall I was quite pleased with the
final image.
John Kennedy
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he missing projects from last issue's
tutoria l can be found on this month's
CO in Magazine/Imagine. 1 1 = 1 1 . 1 1 1 i 1



Get your work
published!

CD•RONI

1

H o w  t o  s e n d  y o u r  w o r k  in
All entries, including artwork must come to us on one or more disks. Otherwise they can
be uploaded to our FTP site as detailed here.

Make sure you label your disks clearly with your name and address, the name of
what you are sending in and the category it is being sent into (like the one opposite).

Important: we cannot accept autobooting disk-based software for use on the CD. We
require files which can be used or run from the CD-ROM. Please include all the relevant
details regarding system requirements and usage instructions within an ascii tell docu-
ment with your submissions,

Please complete the following form and enclose it with your disks:

System requirements for the enclosed files:,

My name
.
My address and postcode: • • • • •

• • •

I
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y  
p
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e  
n
u
m
b
e
r
:

I hereby acknowledge that the material enclosed is
ol my own creation antL'or I own the
copyright to the material and grant CU Amiga
Magazine the rights to publish this material on a
forthcoming cover CD-ROM.

IWO A  G  A  I  I  P t  r
thendko IS I  -
1•4•11•111e Imo
d o mp u i lm a wn
Ink glimml M in im
In imp

D o you  h a v e
so f t w ar e ,  a r t w o r k ,
ut i l i t ies,  m o d s ,  g a m e s  or  a n y  o t h e r
A m i g a  cr ea t i o n s  t h a t  yo u  t h i n k  ar e
w o r t h y  o f  inclusion o n  a  S u p e r  CD?
If so,  g e t  t h e m  t o  us n o w  and  g ive
your  w o r k  a  w o r l d w i d e  aud ience.
T h e  b e s t  m u s i c  m o d u l e  each  m o n t h
even g e t s  r e c o r d e d  o n t o  t h e  C D  a s
an au d i o  t r ack !

Send your
contributions including the form (left) to:
CD Contributions, CU Amiga Magazine, 31-32
Farringdon Lane, London EC1R TAU.
If you want to send it to us via our HP site or Email thin this is also
welcome. We would suggest that you include all of the information on the postal form
leh in on accompanying doc to make sure your entry is processed properly. Our email
and FTP addresses are:
Internet FTP: Itp.co-amiga.coliklusersice-amigwincoming
OR (Mail (MIME only): cd-costribgcs-amiga.co.uk
Conditions
I. What you send to es must be limo owe creation Si, . .  must MIN the copytight fee it. Please Imilicate
Ms in the minim space Jo the term
2 It will be assamed that any entry we receive in the leim we twelve it. will be freely redistributalde
unless °itemise slated
3 The poldisturg rights tor all items sent le us walked toe lactose. whethel public domain shaleveme
CH commercially copyrighted will be assumed assigeed to us tel the purposes of placement on a CU
Amiga ileianne CO•110N1 fun title led original copyright lot all items remains with the creator

CU Amiga Maganos makes us offer of payment wharsoevel for malefial masked lor incinsion which is
'Wished me a CU Amiga Magnetite CD•ROM
5 Becalm of the anticipated volume el emtries we will not be able le return yew wadt.



Next Month
OctaMED SoundStudio!
Yes, o n  n ext  mo n t h ' s  C U  A mi g a  M a g a z i n e  you' l l  fi nd  t h e
amaz ing O c t a M E D  S o u n d S t u d i o  -  t h e  ful l  p r o g r am w i t h
all f ea t u r es  p r esen t  a n d  cor r ect !  In  f ac t ,  you' l l  g e t
version 1 . 1 ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  e n h a n c e d  s ince  t h e  or ig i -

nal V 1 . 0  r e lease.  O f f er ing  6 4  t r a c k s  o f  1 6 - b i t  s t e r eo  0  i fsound,  w i t h  s u p p o r t  f o r  just  a b o u t  ever y  so u n d  c a r d
avai lable,  S o u n d S t u d i o  is T H E  A mi g a  m u s i c  p a c k a g e !

Featuring
.
O c t a M E D  S o u n d S t u d i o  is p a c k e d  ful l  o f  un ique f ea t u r es
not  avai lab le  in a n y  o t her  A mi g a  p a c k a g e s

•  U p  t o  6 4  s t e r eo  s a m p l e  t r a c k s  avai lab le
•  R e a l t i m e  1 6 - b i t  o u t p u t  w i t h  s o u n d  c a r d
•  R e a l t i m e  1 4 - b i t  o u t p u t  o n  s t a n d a r d  A mi g a
•  R e c o r d  t o  d i sk  a t  C D  qual i t y  o n  s t an d ar d  A m i g a
•  P o w e r f u l  M I D I  seq u en c i n g  a n d  r eco r d i n g  f ea t u r es
•  M i x  an d  m a t c h  1 6 / 8 - b i t  m o n o / s t e r e o  samp l es
•  R e a l t i m e  s t er eo  e c h o  a n d  d e l ay  e f f ec t s
•  B u i l t - i n  s a m p l e  ed i t o r  w i t h  m a n y  e f f ec t s
•  V a r i o u s  dua l  A m i g a / M I D I  s lave  o p t i o n s
•  L o a d s  Tr acker ,  S cr eamT r acker  and  Fast Tr acker  mods,

plus S t an d ar d  M I D I  fi les an d  all  O c t a M E D  f o r mat s
•  S t a c k s  o f  n e w  samp l es  o n  t h e  C U C D  ed i t ion

M A R C H  ISSUE O N  SALE 1 5 T H  FEBRUARY
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Finishing u p  o u r  H T M L  t u t or ia l ,  w e  t a k e  a  l o o k
thr ough al l  t h e  t ech n i q u es  t h a t  w e ' v e  c o v e r e d
in th is ser ies a n d  c o m b i n e  al l  t h a t  w e ' v e  l ear n t
to  c o m e  u p  w i t h  o n e  hel luva w e b  p ag e .

0  ver the last few months, we've

covered every HTML aspect that Amig,
-
,
browsers support. With this tutorial
we'll say goodbye to HTML techniques
only to return once the current crop of

browsers catch up. So for our HTML finale we
are going to put together an amazing web page
using as many of the techniques we have
learned from previous tutorials.

First things first: one of the most important
rules of creating web pages is to know what
you want beforehand, Chaotically evolved site:,
are often messy and difficult to follow. So, for
our example we chose 70's music as our
theme. Psychotic colours, lava lamps and
music artists sporting bell bottomed trousers
all sprang to mind.

That's entertainment
To keep anyone checking out your web site
amused its  best to use in-line pictures as
headings and illustrations so long as the page
isn't much over 64K. For our web site, I decid-
ed to use a black background which instantly
changes the page into a more visual experi-
ence than reams of text. To do this, here's the
initial HTML code: --

<HTML>
< H E A D > < T I T L E > M a t ' s  7 0 ' s  m u s i c
p a g e < / T I T L E > < / H E A D >
<BODY B A C K G R O U N D = ba c k . g i f  BO CO Le
4O R o" # 0 0 0 0 0 0 "  T E X T m " # F F F F 1 F N
LI NK="41FFO FFO " V L I N X = " # 1
1
7 0 0 0 0 " ›You should be familiar with this by now.
We've also used the BACKGROUND attripute
to set a background image to be tiled onto thr:
browser. In this case it's some images put
through ImageFX's liquid distort.

Bad taste approach
Amiga browsers have implemented support
for TEXT, LINK and VLINK since we started the
HTML tutorial series, Here's a quick rundown
of what they do. TEXT sets the colour of the
text rendered, LINK sets the colour of links
which have not been visited and VLINK for
links which have. As before all colours are
specified in 24-bit RGB with the R, G and B as
a Hex number from 0 to FF (0 to 255 in deci-
mal). For example, pure green would be 00, FF
and 00. For the purpose of our 70's site we've

,  I M E N A  -  T h e  IZIliP •Ap 711Ka P o l e

fd a g / / to c a th o s t/ M a i l l ts a a s o / h y to / I tta to _ h ta d

I  l c /  fsehow.tosarla.411,rten-c o m i c ,
-
b a r o c k / a a a i s a s s a n /
S 2 5 / 7 0 a _ L o g o s . h t o s
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A The unwell glary el the Wired World Halt toteriel, shown here le Aft ' as 'Browse sadly has difficulty with the tahle

set the text to a bright yellow, unvisited links
to pink and visited links to red. We're going for
the low on style approach.

It's extremely important to make the back-
ground image low key so it will not to conflict
with the foreground. Either make sure the
palettes are totally different or use an image
which has been darkened considerably as we
did with ImageFX and its balance control.

Next we're going to need some headers
and pictures, Since CU Amiga Magazine

readers have the brilliant Imagine 4.0 3D ren-
dering package at their disposal, why not use
it for our web page?

For our banner, 70's Music, we've used the
Bell Bottom postscript font from CUCD6 with
the tie dye texture applied. This 24-bit image
was cropped with ImageFX, converted to 64
colours (which is a good compromise) and
saved as a transparent GIE The GIP' loader/
saver for ImageFX is on the Aminet. The result
is an original and great looking header.
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Go
Rectangle-1- Balance I Cop Circle

Convolve F 411, UndoPolygonBrsh A

b u t t o n b a r . g t f :  ( 6 0 9 x 6 0  1:1,  >c l)

t  I F u l l ,
Color imr
Buffer I

A Thre's also a womierfol Allou script for imagett to creole image gaps automatic/11y.

Light noly fi re
Imagine 4.0 was also used for the 'NEW'
flash at the top of our page. Using five
frames of a global map with an increasing
number of 'flames' courtesy of ImageFX did
the trick Finally the image was composed
into an AnimGIF via WhirIGIF, not forgetting
the -trans 0 argument to make it transparent.
We also reversed the order so the first frame
is the brightest for browsers without
AnimGIF support.

Our web site is going to kick off with a
100 x 500 picture which will be positioned by
the left border using the attribute ALIGN=
left. Our new Staff Writer Andrew Korn
already proved his worth by finding a 3D lava
lamp object for this image. This piece of retro
paraphernalia was rendered using a screen
grab of the web page as a global map.

<I MG  w i d t h = 1 0 0  h e i g h t = 5 0 0
-+ a l i g n  = l o f t  A L T = " L a v a  L a m p "
s r c = l a v a . g i f >

<I MG  w i d t h = 5 0 0  h e i g h t = 9 9  A L T = "
7 0 ' s  M u s i c "  • r c = b a n n e r . g i f >
<BR> < H 2 >

<IMG w i d t h = 1 4 7  h e i g h t = 3 2  a l i g n -
 l e f t  • r c = a n i m n e w . g i f >
<CENTER>

M u s i c  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e n ' t
l o o k e d  u p  f r o m  t h e i r  t u r n t a b l e  '
4i n  t h e  l a s t  2 0  y e a r s
< / H 2 >
< / CE NTE R>

- we must specify the lava lamps

•••0

I I r l a g e F X  2 . 6  ( 2 2 — R p r - 9 6 )  @ l 1 9 9 7 - 1 9 9 f .  N o w a  l 'apc, ican 1 r r ,  Ru I t i o h l "
agi b u t t o n l o a r .  G I P s 9 a
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dimensions so it can be laid out
before loading. It's aligned to the
left so all further material should
wrap to the right of it. The ALT
attributes are there just in case any-
one wants to drift by without load-
ing the pictures. They don't know
what they're missing. We also need
to change the font to a heading
size 2 as that's most appropriate
here. The AmmGIF NEW pic is then
slapped in followed by some nice
centred text justified to the right.
hence the align=left attribute.

Next we include a form and a
table. Experiments with iBrowse
and AWeb 2.1 showed that it
worked best to justify the table to

<TABLE  W I D T H . " 5 0
1
& "  
A L I G N . r i g
h t

BO RDE R-5>

Bordering on  cheesy
We've also included a table of data rating the
'cheesiness' scores for key musical acts of
the 1970's from each member of the team.
We've used a border but some nice tiny bul-
let point images and no border could also
have done nicely.

To get the table in the right position we've
made the The WIDTH-•50%" which makes
the table 50% of the width left and AFTER
makes the table fit between the lava lamp
image and the right border. The 50% of that
space left goes to the form.

The form example here uses InternetFCI's
cgi-bins script for mailing the data to
cheesePou-amiga.co. uk;

<FORM a l i g n - r i g h t  M E TH O D - "P O S T"
A C T I O N = " h t t p : / / w w w . t h e n e t . c o .
u k / c g i - b i n / i f c i - m a i l f o r m .

COMMS

J1

ender I  Itkoad I   _ave I
Print I  ;keret  Q u i t  I

,

ce tru me e l le ve l  O a t s....... levee
S p o o k  M i d i ' ,
i d t h
014,s.  I  1 1  0 “ ,  a 0 0 6 1 0 . 1

JO
r e o n t  r o a n .  • a c . .  r w c 4 0
No • e e e i  e  M e  0 0 0 4
fl a t  W
.
M t

0 1 0 . 0 4

R o t a .
S o m n d ]

M e e t.
Wal l e t
Ne we e 2

0%

the  r ight a nd the  for m  to the  left..1_ A  List moatb's covermoonted Imagiee4.0is soiled at reodenng Postscript loots mi3D
The following vital bits are the ami applrieg taotastic textures. Great for Rob site headings'ihotable defihition: p l ? c h e e s e g c u - a m i g a . c o . u k = F o r m " ›

Later we included two form elements, one
is a SELECT option for the surfer to choose
what they believe their musical taste to be and
the other is to ask if there's any HTML tags
that we haven't covered enough in this series
of tutorials. For this we used the
<TEXTAREA> command and pre-filled in
some text by including text before the
</TEXTAREA> terminator. Finally we add a
compact single line to reset or post the form
at the end. The VAL attribute sets the text for
this button.

< B > C l i c k  h e r e  t o  < I N P U T  T Y P E -
RESET V A L . " R E S E T " >  o r  h e r e  t o
< I NP UT T Y P E - S U B M I T  V A L = " S U B M I T " ›
</ FO RM>

No Web site is complete without links to
relevant material. This is the world wide web
and if you expect people to get to your page.
you should be sending people to related
pages too.

Cogfiltoil overleaf to OP 10.
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In our example, we've started an unordered
list (without numbers) with the <UL> tag;

< U1 , > < H3 > He r e 's  s o m e  e s s e n t i a l  l i n k s
f o r  s e v e n t i e s  r e t r o  h e a d s ; < / H 3 >

< L I > < I M O  S R C = a n i m b u l l e t . g i f >
HRE F• ht t p : / / w w w . ge oc i t i e s .

c o m / S u n s e t S t r i p / 8 6 7 8 > S u p e r  7 0 ' s  '
4Roc k  S i t e l < / A >
< / U L>

Since AWeb insists on using a listview for
the form SELECT, we don't quite know how far
down the table the form has come. After the
UL is started, a heading size 3 is defined and
the title of the list specified. Most likely this
will still be far enough up to wrap between the
lava lamp and the table. The <LI> tag speci-
fies the start of a list item. I've seen some
people terminate this with an </Ll> but no
browser I tested seemed to care. The Image
on the <LI> is a rotating AnimGIF arrow from
from www.sasg.com's excellent site.

Ideal l e n g t h
So far the page is about the ideal length.
Twenty-page-long home pages are most
annoying. Splitting a site up into several
pages is a far better idea. Normally you
wouldn't have your !inks on the main page
and there's no cooler way of sending the
surfer elsewhere within your own pages than
the image map. After getting some nice 70's
related pictures from one of the sites in the
links, these were used to construct the back-
ground, a button bank also using a texture off
the 1078 Weird Textures CD.

The button bank was framed nicely by
picking up in PPaint and stamping down in
dark blue and light green either side of the
main image. Since the edges were transpar-
ent there are neat looking gaps in the frame
where there are gaps in the image.

We need to define the client side imaoe

map code: this can either be done
by hand by moving the pointer
around in a paint package and writ-
ing down the co-ords or a via neat
Arexx script such as supplied with
PPaint 7.0. I used an ImageFX
script again from the Aminet
Here's the final code.

caallQe h r .

<CENTER>
<I MO  W I D T H = 6 1 0  H E I G H T = 6 2  S R C =
b u t t o n b a r . g i f  a 1 t = " 7 0 s  B u t t o n
B a n k "  U S E M A P = " 0 7 0 s m a p " ›
<MAP N A M E = " 7 0 s m a p " ›

<AREA S H A P E = " R E C T"  CO O RDS=04
" 2 3 , 1 4 , 5 5 , 4 5 "  H R E F = " N Y I . h t m l " ›

<AREA S H A P E = " R E C T "  CO O RDS =-4
" 1 0 9 , 1 5 , 1 4 1 , 4 6 "  H R E F = " N Y I . h t m l " ›

<AREA S H A P E = " R E C T"  CO O RDS = -
0" 2 0 4 , 1 5 , 2 3 6 , 4 6 "  H R E F = " N Y I . h t m l " ›
<AREA S H A P E = " R E C T "  CO O RDS =-4

" 2 9 5 , 1 5 , 3 2 6 , 4 6 "  H R E F = " N Y I . h t m l " ›
<AREA S H A P E = " R E C T"  CO O RDS =-0

3 9 3 , 1 5 , 4 2 3 , 4 6 "  H R E F = " N Y I . h t m l " ›
<AREA S H A P E = " R E C T"  CO O RDS=04

" 4 7 3 , 1 5 , 5 0 4 , 4 6 "  H R E F = " N Y I . h t m l " ›
<AREA S H A P E = " R E C T"  CO O RDS =-
0" 5 4 8 , 1 5 , 5 7 8 , 4 6 "  H R E F = " N Y I . h t m l " ›

< / MAP >
<BR>

<A H R E F = N Y I . h t m l > B a n  t h e  B o m b  -
0< / A >  I  < A  H R E F = N Y I . h t m l > P e a c e
b r o t h e r < / A >  I  < A  -
0H R E P = N Y I . h t m l > W o o d s t o c k < / A >
H R E E = N Y I . h t m l > F r e e  L o v e < / A >
H R E F = N Y I . h t m l > F r e e  y o u r  M i n d < / A >
I < A  H R E F = N Y I . h t m l > H i p p y
P o l i t i c s < / A >  I  < A
4H R E F = N Y I . h t m l > L a v a  L a m p s < / A >
< / CE NTE R>
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A for the NM flash we reimposed the image into i Aui . i F via dihiriGIF and added the
traits 0 'moment to make it treespereet

o4

I < A
1 < A

B u t t o n  b a n k  i m a g e
We're finished with the lava lamp base now
so the cert'e tag puts the button bank in the
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Advanced Simpee

Set h  GI 06* nab t d  Displaythe Results  tal kit Standard Ferro I
SubodtLIOSIMESStides" * * v o n t

T v H e w  about sperattMg a few minutes in  tht He lp
,Word c oun t :  b e l l  bo t t om:  a b o u t  500 ;  s ev en t ies :22589

Doccanems11-20 of about 1E000 matchlag the query, best matches first

Super Seventies RockSite!
thanks tor stopping by! have visited this site since October 7,1996. This site reviews 150 of
my favorite classic rock albums from what was (IMHO) the_
',rot AvirwAreocidac cotnrSiasfetStrlo/l4,7a/- Art ,.g'
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centre of the screen, The button bank image
uses the special USEMAP attribute telling the
browser that the picture is an image map and
where to get the MAP definition from. Next
the MAP code starts with AREA tags defining
rectangular regions of co-ordinates to match
the buttons. The HREFs would normally point
to other pages, obviously

Just so we don't leave out users of less,
browsers, all of the links are stated again jr
text underneath the button bank.

The finished effect looks cool, all we need
now is to finish off the page with the web-
master details as follows.

<ADDRESS>
<BR c l e a r = a 1 1 >
<HR>
<H3>

T h i s  h a s  b e e n  a  c h e e m y
p r o d u c t i o n  -  W e b m a s t e r  < A  -
0H R E F = " m a i l t o : c h e e s e @ c u - a m i g a . c o .
uk">Mr  Che e s e < / A>
s m i ga . c o. uk  < / H3 >
</ ADDRE S S >
</ BO DY >
< / HTM L>

-  c h e e s e @ c u - - 4

•

• -f

The <BR clear=all> makes sure this sec-
tion doesn't wrap around anything just in
case the surfer has a ridiculously wide dis-
play. Next <HR> gives a horizontal line and
then the credits for the page.

Note the mailto: link on the webmaster.
Previously we'd included the subject after the
address but !Browse seems to stick it all on
the Email line so it's best left out.

H a p p y  H T M L
That's it! We hope you like it. Remember
what our site lacks in taste it makes up for in
technical content. Also please note that while
it's easy to lift graphics from other people's
sites and this is a valuable resource, it's far
more fun to roll your own. Given the Amiga's
strength in graphics packages, we can easily
make up for Frames and Java by creating
some stonking original graphics and the solid
techniques learnt here.

So where does Wired World go from here?
It's your choice, drop me an Email to
mat@mats.net and give me your thoughts. Or
write in to me at CU Amiga Magazine, Priory
Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London EC1R
3ALI. Also, if you've created some amazing
web site, why not let us know? We can put it
on our CD and add to the links on CU Amiga
Magazine's Web site. Until then, happy web.
bing to one and all! •
Mat Bettinson

-* Please note that the symbol -F means do
not put a return here.
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N e t  Go d  speaks
This m o n t h  I ' ve b een
to tal ly b o m b ard ed  b y
snail mail  f ro m  In t ern et
compan ies.  T h ere
doesn' t  seem  t o  b e a
end t o  it  all. I  n o w  a m
w ell  in f o rm ed  ab o u t  all
t yp es o f  so f t w are
releases an d  co n f er-
ences t h at  h ave no
in terest  t o  m e,  n o t
forget t ing  t h e  moun-
tains o f  st u f f  I ' ve
receiving f ro m  cred i t
card  co mp an ies.  So
w h y  is m y  let t er b o x
an d  h al lw ay co n st an t ly
stuf fed  full o f  th is ju n k
mail? Becau se I boug
someth ing  via t h e
In ternet  t h at ' s w hy.
Current ly, exchang ing .
N et  surfers'  personal
details is b ig  business,.
T h ere are  lo ts o f  cam.;
panies w h o  deal in  th is
kind o f  th ing an d  w ill
g ladly o f f er t o  b u y an
sell d a t a  ab o u t  you. So
y
_
next  t im e you  t yp e in
your details in to  t h at
w e b  site, b e  w ary.  T h e
co m p an y you b o u g h t  a
p ro d u ct  o f f  m ig h t  ha
pity sell o n  yo u r detai l
an d  there' l l  b e  an  ext ra
couple o f  t rees o n  y
doorst ep  b y Mo n d ay.
T h ere is t h e d at a
p ro t ect io n  ac t  b u t
unf ort unat ely it  doesn '
co ver o t h er count ries
outside t h e UK. All y
can  d o  is Email  t h e
co m p an ies co n cern ed
an d  d em an d  t h at  t h ey
do n o t  g ive your details

a w a y  o t h erw ise t h e y ' l l 'lose a  sale.
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Surf's
PNG  g e t s  t h e  t h u m b s  up ,  U SR ' s X 2  g o e s
solely d ig i tal  a n d  w e  g e t  t h e  l a t es t  f r o m
Pr oD ad' s w e b  si te.

4 •

• if t
7 
i
t  
•

I

1
7
0
1
P
p
.

114.'4

t
•

•
t  t  t  . /

0
0
,
0
1
0
f

'
1
! 
! 
4
T

PNG ratified by VV3C
W3C, the organisation responsible
for WWW standards, has issued a
'first recommendation' of the new
PNG format. This means that
Netscape and Internet Explorer
should soon support PNG.

PNG (Portable Network
Graphics pronounced 'PiNG')
image format is a copyright-free
system which supports from 1 to
48-bit depth images. And when
used with 256 colours or less it is
smaller than GIE 24-bit and TIFF-
LZW. PNG will also feature much
better interlaced/progressive load-
ing, transparency, builttin platform
specific gamma-correction and
-much more

Regular readers of the Net God
column will remember how much
we raved about this new format a
few months ago. CU Amiga
Magazine saw PNG as an end to
the fact that we are forced to use
•GIF to support PC browsers, PNG
will put an end to that, so the
Amiga was quick off the mark
with a PNG datatype.

CU Amiga Magazine's site and
many others will welcome sup-
port for PNG and will change over
as soon as possible to make the
most of the faster loading time.

New V43  picture datatypes
Andreas Kleinert, author of the
Supervievv system has created a
new set of V43 datatypes for the
V43 picture datatype replacement.

The new set are on the Aminet

in the utilicitypes drawer
under the filenames
that begin with 'ak'.
Considerably optimised,
these datatypes are
faster than the original
ones and sport prefer-
ences settings for
dithering and such
forth. You can even
choose to have a
progress bar which
appears every time a
picture is decoded. So
far there's GIE JPEG,

SVG and PNG. And you don't have
to use them with the V43
datatype system either so get
them now!

Most Amiga Web browsers
use datatypes to decode the in.
line graphics. So it's important to
at least have good GIF and JPEG
datatypes installed. Normally
datatypes are limited to 256
colours but not so with the so-
called V43 picture datatype
replacement. The V43 replace-
ment is on Phase 5's FIE' site at
ftp.phase5.de/pub/phase5/cgx/Pict
DT43. lha, though be warned it
times out after a few months so
you need to keep updating it.

However, the V43 compatible
datatypes provided with the
replacement are quite basic and
slow so Mr Kelinert's new version
are very welcome.

USR 5 6 K upgrades
USR's new'X2' tech-
nology, announced last
month, which promis-
es to bring 56Kbps
download rates to the
market will rely solely
on a fully digital
exchange to the desti-
nation This means

•

that it will not work for everyone
but for those with digital
exchanges X2 is a very good alter-.
native to the extortionately priced
ISDN in the UK.

The current crop of V34+
33600 bps modems from USA
including the Courier and
Sportster can be upgraded when
the standard becomes available
which should be by the time you
are reading this.

What's more, a few Internet
providers have lined up to support
the standard including UUnet Pipex
and Cable Online in the UK. With
many providers dragging their feet
to the V34+ 33600 standard alone
(X2 uploads at 336001, X2 is going
to become a selling point soon and
ISPs without will lose Out. We say
roll on X2, yum yum.

ProDAD's  site grows
German developers ProDAD have
made some significant additions
to their Web site. In the English
section there are now details of
their new operating system P-OS.
P-OS will be cross-platform com-
patible and is said to be very
Amiga like, In fact, Amiga pro-
grams can be re-compiled to run
under P-OS in order to run on
PowerPC based platforms. There
are more details in the News this
issue. Also Drop in to http://www
prodad.de/ eng/ index.html for
more information. •



Surf of the Month
It's t i m e  f o r  o u r  m o n t h l y  sur f

session,  h igh l ight ing  s o m e  o f  t h e
W o r l d  W i d e  W e b ' s  w ei r d ,  s o m e t i m e s

w o n d er f u l ,  b u t  n ever  bor ing  cor ner s.
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without fear of tedious references to
wetsuits and all that stuff. Well that's
almost true_ If you'll forgive me, we
start our surfing session with a bit of

ound advice for anyone who's venturing out
into the briney. What to do if you are
attacked by a venomous sea creature turns a
piece of serious education into a bit of fun as
you play 'spot the fish that will sting you' and
find out how to avoid dying if such a thing
should happen. Granted, fish around the UK
are more likely to be toxic than venomous, but
it could be valuable reading if you're planning a
tropical holiday.

Talking of cheese (how's that for a link?) I
thought it was time we revealed The Cheese
Page, This will be a haven for cheese lovers
and a highly educational spot for anyone who
wants to swot up on the many varieties of this
popular and practical foodstuff. There are 44
JPEG images for you to download, each
depicting a specific type of cheese with a
particular emphasis on Italian varieties. The
interesting sounding 'World of Cheese' section
is still under construction but there's still more

fun to be had with a transcript of
the Monty Python Cheese Shop
sketch and links to other sites of a
fermented milk curd persuasion.

You'll probably be in need of
some light entertainment after all
that cheese, so how about The
Worst Knock Knock Jokes Ever,
which actually goes under a slightly
different title but that one is closet
to the truth. Try this one for size.
Knock knock. Who's there? Banana. Banana
who? Banana split. That gem comes from
Beth Corkem aged 7. Alternatively enter the
words 'bad'. 'taste' and 'joke' into your pre-
ferred search engine for a more spicy selec-
tion of humour sites.

Our fast silty site rhis month is the
Breakfast Cereal Hall of Fame, which plots
the history of the North American breakfast
cereal. You never know when it might come
in handy.

Following up last month's Sound Lab special
review of Philips Digital Compact Cassette, you
can find out more from the Philips DCC web
site, which we forgot to tell you about last
month. Shame on us. There's loads of informa-
tion on the site, including all the technical bits
that we didn't have room for in the magazine.

If you think your kids need a bit of educa-
tion but they want something more fun, how
about some 'edutainment'? Yes, that cringe-
worthy ,buzzword from the States is quite apt
in this case, as kids Did This in Science! is a
big list of links to all kinds of science related
web sites, recommended by kids. Point your
kids here and they can surf around for hours
(phone bill permitting) having fun and learning
at the s
,
m e  
t i m
e .  
W
o
w !

We n i s h  off with a quick look at the
Phase 5 site, which is particularly'
topical in light of their recent A\Box
announcement. At present there

are no
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Those sites in full
What to do i f you are attacked by a venom ous
sae creature
h t t p :/ / w w w . c y b o r k i d s . c o m i l s o u e 4 /
so a C ro a t u re g / u n d e rw a t e r .h t m l

The Cheese Page
ht t p :  llonnr. zennet -coat/choosol
Worst knock Knock Jokes Ever
h t t p :/ / w w w .b a yn e .co f fi / w o l f b o yn e f ka i t lyn /
Breakfast Cereal Hail of  Fame
ht t p :  / /www-cereal.coor
Phase 5
ht t p:  / /WWI* pl um e5. det
Kids Did This in Science!
h t t p : / / s I n . fi . e d u i t fi / h o t l i s t u f k i d
-
s c i . h t m l

details on A\Box but if you bookmark the site
and hook up at a later stage you'll doubtless
find plenty of A\Box information. •
Tony Horgan

They ' re  on  t h e  C D
You'll fi nd all these sites on this
month's  cover CD. You can view them
and hundreds more stra ight from the
CD wi thout a modem. Cool or what!
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want (eg: UK 12 months, UK six months, Rest of World 12 months), the source code and the
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PD / Shareware / CD-ROM
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SOFTWARE
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PD POWER
WE STOCK OVER 1 0 0 0 0  DISKS
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Ociamcd O

5 0 p
p e r  
d i
s k

Girls, Girls, Oirls   0 0  00
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Please SAE to:SNP COP OOP F R E E  OP R C M  WAWA
YCli.) I AJT c  I S or OVER  TO M AE PD POWER (DEPT CU)
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Hacking. Phriskin ipsosy makin nom  sic
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Mid Glamorgan 0131 4O 0374 150972

Oh Ves...M ore  M orms! £5.99
As,sassins Games 2
Network CD 2 E. 14.99
Iuftimrclia Toolkli E5.99

Ociamcd O £19.95
Epic Eon clopedia (25.9595

PREF PAP and FREE updates)

PD I  Shareware from only S O p t  disk

10% Discount on first order!
Many more titles in stock

Blank disks t DSOD Nip each 115H111 35p each
Please odd 50p P&P per order

SHAC
SECOND HAND AM I GA CENTRF

TEL
01983 290003

Al200's FROM £199
MONITORS FROM £99

BLANK USED DISKS C17 / 100
FREE UK MAINLAND DELIVERY
ALSO.  HARD DRIVES. RAM EXPANSIONS.

DISK DRIVES ETC. NEW & SECOND HAND.
ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES

SEND SAE FOR LATEST LIST TO:

SHAC, 69 KINGS ROAD,
EAST COWES,

ISLE OF WIGHT, P032 6SE
Mall Order Ouly

DELTRAX PD(cu)
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CONWY 1129 9NP

TEL/FAX 01492 515981
AMIGA & IBM PC
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ONLY 9 5 p  PER DISK
PLUS 60p P&P PER ORDER -

STATE WHICH FREE PRINTED
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10 x Fuji 1(290 Chrome Tapes
10* Fuji SD180 VHS Tapes
10 x Fuji S0240 VHS Tapes
5 M K  P590H5 Elmm Tapes
5 x TDK PS9OHNIP 111.-8 Tapes
100 x Fuji NW t i  3. •  s
100 x Fuji MF2HD 35" Disks E 3 9 . 8 0

For your FREE price guide call:
Derek: 01708 225560

All prices include VAT and P&P
P.O. or Cheques only payable to

Wet Paint Video Production

SOFTWARE

The LEADER -
OTHERS CAN ONLY FOLLOW!

FREE FRIENDLY HELP ST
POST ot PHONE 4JI1TIPAE
1ORE CUM MEMBERSHIP

PICK YOUR OWN PROGRAMS!
BY NAME NUMBER AND SIZE'

IT'S EASY!
5010K males I  Modals titsk
1$OK makes 1 non boolabto disk!

THE BEST IN QUALITY P05 SHAREWARE
SUPPUED ON BRANDED M KS ONLY!
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4 0, toor• iNarri.2.5P.0 BOX 672.
South Croydon
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Tel: 0181 657 1617

[RIF
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FUTURE P
*nigh quality 00 disks Motet/ etc.
•  Next day despatch
*16,000 titles Inc, Amine,
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Vol 3  disk cataingue
free with any or r _ or wnd 3 ), I t  class stamps,

10 D K  C K S  - E2.90
Please state your workbench_

Big Na me  Ga me s I  o r  2  •  PD M ix I ,  2  o r 3
AGA Demos & Ga me s •  Arca de  a rmie s AGA

Platform Ga me s 1 o r  2  •  Useful U tilit ie s
Mixed Fonts •  Klondike Cardsets

Assassins Games Pa cks
_Plus a nothe r 1 50 Pocks or choose

your own theme for 0 .4 0
Dad CUS NO, AA • ! • .• • • " .•!!"! L i n  SAY

0 5 0 I5  11P•11 •  01582 28 ,57  No Crodit Card Areedrd

Phone for a
FREE catalogue

disk
0161 723  1638

SHOP OPEN
12-9pm DAILY

FULL RANGE Of CD ROMS IL CD=
CD ROM DRIVES / HARD DRIVES

MEMORY EnaANSIONS
GAMES NOW iN STOCK

DEANSGATE
RADCLIFFE

Manchester

Convert  your Arrs irod
COLOUR MONITOR E
Our custom mode leads will convert your o
l .Amstrad Monitor to work with your Arntgo
tog a crisp RG.B. colour picture & optional

quality amplified stereo sound.
DIY MADE

454/6120 ICTM644/01 Pic1. O n iy  C I ! ,  C I O
46.1/6128 1CIM644/01 Inc Sief CO Snookers E 3  1 E 4 0
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En C 1 041,‘,4 • : 3  Geeett P i m

,
*  O n l YDept CU, Hogars Electronics,
127 High Street, Sheerness, Kent MEI2 IUD

Tel/Fax 01795 663336
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Berkshire P.D.

ALL DISKS I50 PEACHRING FOR FREE CATALOGUE
0589 722502OR WRITE TO:

BIRD. PO BOX 179,
READING, BERNS RG30 3DD

O t n a t a  P D
TAI n n i i r

TEL: (01704) 834335 or 834583
RI BBS:

(01704)
834583

O nl i ne  P d,  D e p t  C M ,
1 T h e  C l oi s t e r s .  L a n e ,

For m by ,  L i v e r p o o l  L 3 7  3 P X

P D  L I B R A R Y

•  Swopping •  •  Wattled Column •
•  Contributions •

•  Software front only 13p •
For Mor e  I nfor m ati on a

a Fr ee cata l ogue disk contact:
66 SYLVAN WAY SEA MILLS

BRISTOL B59 ELE
smonme P or t e l  the  Freebooter  Lsoerleese

TO ADVCRTJSZ
J1%1 CU AMJGA

CALL
GZNE.Nr. DiCit

ON
0171972 6700

NO MERCY SOFTWARE
'We are still here

II your want the best catalogue with 14,000+ titles listed
phone us before 5pm & gel it tomorrow

01845 501326 or 526412
We have a huge range of games, a massive collection of adult
disks and a splendid array of utilities plus all the usual stuff

erclr
Thirsk, No

L D S  JUST 4,5p EA
re, h i r k  e ,

arks, Y07 2AX, 01845 501326/526412

HORNESOFT PD F i e *DEPT (CUI ) 23 Slanwell Close, Wineohank. Sheffield. S9 I P /
Tel: (0114) 2%7825 Fa x  :10114) 2492950 Email:

O V E R 17000+ FI NKS  Vs Al fAI I LE
Foe a copy o f  our superb easy to use catalogue disk
send 2 X 1s1 class stamps also Included is a free util-
ity o f  our clsoice on the catalogue__

AG A HO T BARES CI )  Vl/E. i
New exclusive CD Rom fu ll of  adult GIF Menne,
contains loath o f gorgeous wanton l ik e Para
Anderson and more this Cl) is for AMIGA A 120(1
owners only and you must be over Itt to order this
thus this is only available to order through our credit-
card hotline paleed at past E17.99 s7op postage Get
your copy vilu k they last T h i s  title is only avail-
able Itom HORNESOrr PI)

Chorines/Postal orders Payable to HORNESOFI  PD
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ALL DISKS CI ASK
Dept CU3 (5), 64 Staplelord Rood, Luton. LL12 DAY ORDER LINE: 01562 361

No Credit Card needed. Cheques payable to M.Weed

ti• 3  FREE disks pee rig  paid
ts FREE disk boast choose opte Too capacity
111 FREE spare Wats '
F R E E  
c a l d i t i t S
17x FREE tst Oast POP next day despatch

T SOFT A
AM PO AVON hi this moo Ode PO Soli 11
'Os Amended to work easily toe beginners
et M P  branded disks at ho extra charge
ts Only best thhes 6  latest versions
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BUILD MUSCLE
FAST!

NEW! Fastest way to build
muscles and strength without
weights — EVER! Just 35 mir
daily in the privacy of your ho
will develop an amazing phys

MUSCLE DYNAMICS is a ne%
body building system based on

principles developed after years of
exhaustive research. It is a total exerci$.
programme involving the very latest
scientific breakthroughs in the field of
muscular development. It is the taste!
most effective way to build muscles i
existence.

Noticeable results in 28 days guaranteed.
Send for FREE Information Pack.

MUSCLE DYNAMICS, P.O. BOX 40, GATESHEAD, NE8 1
Tel: 0191-487 4087

MUSCLE DYNAMICS, P.O. BOX 40. GATESHEAD, NE8 1PD
Yes! I want to build muscles last. Please rush me a FREE inlormation

Name

Address  C A M

P o s t c o d e
(A stamp for reply appreciated)
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- • 330 CAPTAIN BONUS
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.21460 CHARLIE COCA
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j  1701 rrS HIDEOUS

1164 THE BIRDIES
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3 P I  SOLO ASSAULT
▪ 908 CELITERATOR
J 498 THE LAST REFUGE

1436 SPACE BLASTER
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J 1053 SOLUTIONS v l
11651 SOLvES 5 DISK

OVER IS GAMES
J 13213 ADULT 2tosAws
.21307 TERROAuttER 02

907 2 OSK ADVENT VI
1001 2 DM  ADVENT V2

J 101 TERROR LINER VI
J 1001 ADULT IFTRIS
J A l 2  NUMBERS V2

12441 STRIP POKER
.11 1148 Al2 NUMBERS VI
a 1335 ADULT DROIDS
J 1533 DRAGONS BALL
J %TT ADULT ROOMER
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.1230 SAPER PAC-MAN

848E3.11-0117 P ONG
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.11431 UFO UNCLOTHED
3 1047 506-0 STAR TREK
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1548 EVERT BALLS

J 1633 THE WDXAJES
J 1785 BRAIN BALLS
J 1764 BRIDGE BALLS

MANAGER GAMES
.2675 soornse LEAGUE
.3404 METROS MANAGER
J 32 t AWIPCAIT
.2443 SIMA BALL
J B L O O D  BALL
J 1429 ULil MANAGER
a teal PREMIER PCS
J 1763 NA 'TRW:Pip
.21771 micro MART)

002 DAmEs
21005 111014 TRIO 5 Disk
.2715 POP MUSIC OW
3 300 THE 01112 MASTER
3162 WHEEL Cm AteILNE
Zi 1597 OULZ SSS
3 1013 HOLM...COO TRY
J 1870 Al2 CEATI4 ROW

LOGIC GAMES
J 1037 MARBLES GAME
a 1035 ATCNIC GAME
J 119 DRAGONS nTIES
.2112 DRAGON'S CAVE
-11300 oaCerIN ECK!
)1403 FULL SCAEBITZ
.91477 BOMB MANIACS
a 1478 MARBEL-LOUS
▪ INT TILE AMNIA

AIWA LEISURE
▪ 205 MAGA PuNTER
.3200 PERM CHECKER
.21210 LOTTO LUNATIC
. 3
1
4
3
6  
A
-
G
E
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5

▪ 1 504 LOTTERY SYSTEM
I602 THE PHYSICIAN

A um, MEGA DEMOS
31270 DOCM RAVE
7 3
1 3
2 0
A
M I
( 3
A
J
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.21166 VENTILATOR
31414 2 DISK DOVE
31415 MYS91C ILEX

ISM 2 DISK JADE
J 1725 DREAM WITH NIE
J 1753 FATAL K A GA N

*MCA MEGADEMOS
▪ 400 TE MAO FlArt
J 1015 2LISK TAZ QUEEN
J 1120 2DSK TAZ CLEM 2
J 1104 ZDSK On GENE
_3 I054 ASCII NOT
J 1785 TEOPPC TRACKS

41200 NAN SHOWS
7
4
0  
4  
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K 
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I
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a 1271 PIKE?. STORMS
J 1193 LEANINGIONS
.11600 3 DISK GLAAKKA
3 1040 MSS MANGA
J 1650 S TR E E T 30511

AMLGA SLIDE SHOWS
LI 704 REVELATONS
▪ 011 PAT P4AGELS GIRLS
.9830 AVIATION HISTORY
.2106050511 LION KING
J 103 NOEL MANSELLS
▪ 1472 VARA DADA 00

ARTWORK AACKAGE
LI 063 ULTRAPAINT
3 340 SPECTRACOLOIR
J 748 ALU5014 PANT
. 3
1
4
0
0  
A
Z  
P
A
N
T  
P
A
D

LI 1565 CARTOON STUDIO
J 1707 PERFECT PAINT
LI IMO JNII PICASSO

ARTWORK PROGRAMS
LI Ine  Al2 MAORI-CAD
.1071 GRAPHICS CON KIT

070 GRAPHIC isms
LI 133 FRAC LAND MAID

1CGiS PICTURE LAB
AMMAR:WS

J 014 eUGGS PI SPACE
J 233 COOL COUG041
J 051 FAIRLIGHT 242
J1131 RED DWARF
J 475 BAIT MASKING
▪ ato Jan POTATO HEAD
J 347 PIEWTEK V3 2 DISK

1U7 ANIMATION STUDIO
.11444 BATMAN V JOKER
a 1447 2 DU %%MAGA
j  1784 BA& arr  Ott)

MICA VIDEO
3 329 VIDEO INSCAPT

710 VIDEOTRAOKER 50191
LI 1419 S-MOOVE

M UM  MAKERS
220 PINK KEYBOARDS

J 431 AAVE KENOATIDS
061 AED ACM:SHOP 4 USK
202 AED 012

J 722 DRUM PAAOHNE
J 787 SOMC CRUM KIT
J 738 OCTAMED
,
r2
J 100 THE ART OF MED
J112 THE COMPOSER

sib MUSIC DATABASE -
_I 961 AUDIO ENGINEER
. 1
1
2
4
8
1
4
1
9
0  
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1511 pRmRAckER 35
J 1711 ocrengoe V5
3 1792 CCTINIDITUTOR

CLAS51C-POP
31029 GOTIONEYE SONG
J 20i PIA140 CLASSICS
j  234 VIVALDI 20404

342AMIGADEUS
-1213 DIGE CONCERT 02

NO BAGPIPE MUSIC
J 261 EXPRESSON
J 473 RHYTHMS DANCER
J 13572 AEG DACO'vl
j  1759 GUITAR BLUES
J 1757 HEAVY METAL
J 1000 TEKNO mAGE

SAMPLES • MODS
J 600 ORO 01W 8 O M
3 847 SOUND TX OS K
.2618 DRUMS 2 DISK
J  M e  URBAN DISK
31555 DANCE $ DISK
J 1209 MOVIE SAMPLES

FREE FREE
LIMAN N U  P OS T a PACK

ON ALL 000483

AABGA EmuLAnON
-1423 2 DISK SPECTRum
J 600 PC EM 2 DISK
J V? ACTON REPLAY
.1155 DOWN TO 4500
J 3 t3 UP TO A.530 PtU5
a 414 UP TO Al200
J 1779 klESS' SID VO‘ 3

DESK COPIERS
360 NIBBLER !NEI

▪ 727 MULTI TASK tir i
▪ 188 2( COPY PRO
J 357 COPY A143 CRACK
J 325 LOCK PICKER 02
J 1067 COPY 6 CRACK 07

HARD DROVES
.2718 W I )  INSTALL
J 703 8446 2 INSTALL
J 821 tita STAXPER
.1455505 BACK UP PRO
J 493 8 CKSK AMGC
-1057 GAME INSTALL 02
J 1141 GAME INSTALL V3
J I IN  GAME INSTALL V4
J1602 A BACKUP vs
_11674 CD ATAR
3  1775 2 CISK MA E l
3 1770 2 OSK ERROR TALK

pRAN7AND
J 243 AWARD MAKER 4 DISK
J 065 AMIGA FONT 7 DISK
3 103 PRINTER DRIVERS
J ON PRINTING STUDIO
3 345 BANNER MAKER
J 057 TEAT ENGINE v4
J 304 INVOICE PRINT
LI 7e9 FON PRINTER
▪ 1156 CARD AND LABEL

'LONGA SLIMNESS
J 032 DATABASES 2 DISK

002 ACOCONT MASTER
J 240 ADDRESS BOOK
J470 LITTLE OFFICE

246 SPREADSHEET
J 535 UK S TO CODES

1484 DOPY 2000
1300 AMMASE

.91750 DAILY LPANG
C a w ;  clreART

.26076 DISK COUSPILISH

.15337 DISK CLIP ART
J 001 9 DISK WORLD MAP

MONO COP ART
)172 15 DISK PORTFOLIO
J ma I DISK CLIP ART

MAGA MODEM
3 7D2 COINS TUTORIAL
J4 I3  N COMMS vs
.11)79 OPTICOMI4S 02
J1032 MAK eas KIOG
JI562 EASY EI.MS

PROGIMANERSJ 200 saAsic nirois
.1366 UNDERSTAPID NAGS
▪ 722 IDES Of ARDS
J WV  AGA DATATYPES
J 1061 NORTH C
J 1754 AMIGA DOS FRAU

DO IT YOURSELF
J 231 SLCE SPAM MAKER
.2108 MAKE A DISK
. 2
2
4
2  
M
E
M  
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A
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R

_I 1154 HEDISyGLADE
VIRUS CONTROL

a 508 Ai 200 ARM
LI 180 ',cox puts
J 14441 Z CHECKER 06 4

AMIGA tontrims
J 1030 Al2 DIONIC TC015
a 012 4 DISK TOOL CTlea unAncievER

DISK A SYSTEM
166 SYSTEM TESTER
447 FILE UNDELETE

J Km DISK OPIVAISE
JI M  ENGINEERS CT. 1
2
4
5
4
8
1
4  
D
i
u

.3168 HARDwARE WIDUAL
*MAGA S DOICA
IIONJ766 GEOGRAPHY

J 532 MATHS 5 DISKS
J 644 ENGLISH 40104
3 480 LANGUAGES 4 DISK
J 270 PLANETS 6 CASK
▪ 304 ENGINES 5 DISK
J 059 AMIGA %MORAL

,
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3 037 Al 2113 7 SCO TUTOR
1301 2 DISK 1NTEPNET

J1300 AMIGA GUIX

DISK COST t i  so EACH, N O MINIMUM ORDER, ALL VIRUS FREE AND LASER FRIENDLY
Alt domes w e  on I  Ols*  anD GM OD A m o g e ' s  Unless othermse s ta ted

PICK AN EXTRA DISK FOR FREE WITH EVERY EIGHT DISKS YOU PURCHASE
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Choose either a o r  a CD catalogue.
Please state Workbench version.

ARROW PACKS'
x:hristinas fun Pack
1-

COd
ck

Amiga

y Amiga

All packs are ;  disks for only E3.99

y Amiga

1912.

D TITLES75PPEW DISK

IhN

Arrow-Dynamic Software
We have started up a licenseware

scheme unde r the  na me  o f

Arrow Dynamic Software
and we are looking for
high qua lity softwa re .

1 S o  if  you a re  inte re ste d in  e a rning
an excellent royalty then please get

in touch a nd a sk for o u r fre e
programmers informa tion p a ck.
You have nothing to lose but
you cou ld  ha ve  a  lo t  to  gain_

COLLECTABLE
CARD GAMES

Magic, The Gathering Gilt Boo £ 1 4 . 9 9
• o. p e o p l e  In ,e,rn

Mirage Starlet Deck 1 6 . 9 8
Mirage Boosters E 2 . 2 0
Alliances Boosters 1 1 _ 9 0
The X-Files Starter Deck t 6 . 5 9
The XifBes Boosiers 1 1 . 2 5
mythos: Sissdard Game Set

t • erviivng p r O p l e  Fr) oIa,t pNyfng
For detal;, and h i t  see fan C at chn,
• Special Otter •
1 display boa of Mirage Boosters 3 6 8 , 8 0
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BOX 7, KENT CT15 4AP
riPrtrIR t ,  1 3 0 4  8 3 2 3 4 4

E-Malf: pilita rrowpd.ck•mon.co.ok

OtIlitinED ADVERTISERS
ARROW PD 0 1 3 0 4  831416
BERKSHIRE PD  0 1 1 8  958 2889
CAPRI CD  0 1 6 2 8  891022
CLASSIC AMIGA 0 1 6 1  723 1638
DELTRAX PD  0 1 4 9 2  513632
FOREMATT HOME COMP _ 0 1 7 9 3  853802
FREEBOOTER PD  0 1 1 7  942 1932
FUTURE PD • 0 1 5 8 2  36157
FUTURE SOFTWARE  0 1 2 3 2  626694
GOLDEN IMAGE  0 1 8 1  900 9291
HAGARS ELECTRONICS  0 1 7 9 5  663336
HORNSOFT 0 1 1 4  249 2950
KEW SOFTWARE  0 1 8 1  657 1617
MICRONINE PD  0 1 4 4 3  404599
MUSCLE DYNAMICS  0 1 9 1  487 4087
NO MERCY PD  0 1 8 4 5  59326
ON-LINE PD  0 1 7 0 4  834335
PD POWER  0 1 1 4 2  873429
PD UNDERGROUND 0 1 7 0 2  295887
SELECT SOFTWARE  0 1 5 8 2  36157
S. HAND AMIGA CENTRE _ 0 1 9 8 3  290003
SILICON VILLAGE  0 1 7 2 7  768417
WET PAINT VIDEO PROD.. _01708 225560



Replacement Mice E 6 . 9 5
MegaMouse 400 E 9 . 9 5
MegaMouse Plus (3 Button) e l  2.95
Optical Mouse £ 2 9 . 9 5
Crystal Trackball E34.95
Pen Mouse E 1 2 . 9 5
(ideal for CAD)
Auto Mouse/
Joystick Switch E 1 2 . 9 5

A500 512K Ram Board w/o clock E 1 5 . 0 0
A500 +Mb Rani Board w/o clock E 2 0 . 0 0
MOO 1N1b Ram Board w/o clock E 2 0 . 0 0
A600 1Mb Ram Board with clock E 3 0 . 0 0
Al200 1Mb Ram Board with clock E 3 5 . 0 0
(limited stock)
Al200 4N1b Ram Board with clock E 6 5 . 0 0
Al200 8Mb Ram Board with clock E 9 0 . 0 0
FPU 33MHz E 3 3 . 0 0

Controllers
AlfaPower Hard Drive controller A500 _115.00
AT-Bus Hard Drive controller A2000 £
2
9
Oktagon 2008 SCSI controller E 9 9
Multiface III E 7 9
PCMCIA Controller for CD Rom for Al200 169

Spider
NEW MULTI I/O CARD
FOR AMIGA1500/2000 /4000
Active 8 port high speed serial card.
Multiboard Support 57600 Baud rate on all
channels simultaneously E 2 9 9

New AlfaCluatro

Specially made hardware and software. Allows
4 ATAPI devices, ie, 2 IDE hard disk & 2 IDE
CD Rom to Amiga 4000 internal IDE
controller, through Allapower on Amiga
500/ 500+ and possibly Amiga 1200 comes,
with full IDE Fix software E 5 9

Joysticks
Amiga Joysticks 1 9 _ 9 5
Amiga Joypads E 9 . 9 5

Speakers
Multi Media Speakers
25 watt (pmpo) E 2 9 . 3 5
Multi Media Speakers
100 watt (pmpo) E 3 9 . 9 5
Multi Media Speakers
240 watt (pmpo) E 4 9 . 9 5
Multi Media Speakers
300 watt (pmpo)  E 5 9 . 9 5
*3D surround sound

Floppy Drives

IDE Hard Drives

IDE 2.5" Hard Drives

IDE 3.5" Hard Drives

Miscellaneous Products

External Floppy Drive
for all Amigas E 3 9 . 9 5
Internal Floppy Drive
A500 500+ E 9 . 9 5
Internal Floppy Drive A600/1200+ E 3 5 , 0 0
A-Grade Double Density box of 50 disks  113.00
including colourful labels

HARD DRIVE + AT-BUS CONTROLLER FOR
AMIGA 500 (+)/ A1500 / A2000 / A30001 A4000
AT-Bus hard drive controller E 6 9 . 0 0
Alfapower hard drive controller E 9 9 . 0 0
Allapower-540 540Mb
Hard drive E 1 9 9
Alfapower-850 850Mb
hard drive E 2 1 9 , 0 0
Allapower-LOG 1 0Gig
hard drive E 2 3 9 . 0 0
Allapower-1.2G 1,2Gig
Hard drive E 2 5 9 . 0 0
Memory for Alfapower4lus (new)
marked Alfapower-Plus
2Mb SIMMS E 3 0 . 0 0
4Mb SIMMS E 3 0 . 0 0
8Mb SIMMS E 6 0 . 0 0
16Mb SIMMS E 9 0 . 0 0
Memory for Alfapower-Plus (old)
Evety2Mb Zip-Rams E 8 9 . 9 5

FOR AMIGA 600 /1200
IDE-170 170Mb hard drive L
-
7 9
IDE-420 420Mb hard drive E 1 2 0
IDE-MO 540Mb hard drive E 1 5 0

FOR AMIGA 1200/ 4000
IDE-640 640Mb hard drive E 9 9
IDE-850 850Mb hard drive E 1 2 5
IDE-1.2G 1.2Gig hard drive E 1 6 5
IDE-1.7G 1.7Gig hard drive E 1 7 9
1DE-2.5G 2.5Gig hard drive E 2 3 9

DD floppy disks (50)
including mu licolouted disk labels E l  3.00
DO DO floppy disks (100)
including mulicoloured disk labels E . 2 5  00
3.5" Hard Drive Kit for A600/1200
+
-
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Colourful Mouse Mat 1 3 . 0 0
Animal Jungle design and Dinosaur design  15.00
Optical Mouse Mat E 5 . 0 0
2 in 1 Scanner/Mouse Pad L ' 9 . 9 5
Contoured Wrist Pad £ 5 3 0
Plain Wristrest E 3 , 5 0
2Mb SIMMS E 3 0 . 0 0
4Mb SIMMS E 3 0 . 0 0
CD CLEANERS -  1/2 PRICE
CD Rom cleaner E . 3 . 0 0
Automatic CD Rom Cleaner (battery pouered)•.€10.00
Laser Lens Cleaner E 4 . 5 0

Quad Speed CD Rom for A500 E 1 2 9
(needs Allapower V6.8 or higher)
Quad Speed CD Rom for A600/ Al200 E 1 4 9
(Inc CD32 emulation)
Quad Speed CD Rom
for A1500/ A2000
A4000 E 1 0 9

External IDE CD Rom Upgrade Kit
comprises of:
Metal case, screws, Power Connector (draws power
from disk drive port) Power Connector (for optional
external Power supply), IDE ribbon cable, Stereo
Audio Cables (will require an interface).
Kit price E39

Accelerator Boards

Special Offer
for th
.
s 
M o
n t
h

Mb

ig

ardd

a rd d

ardd

ardd

rdd

rd

STAR BUY

8 Speed CD ROM 1 1 8 9 . 0 0

16Mb Viper 1230 33MHz E 1 9 9 . 0 0

4Mb Apollo 1220 25 MHz with IFPU 199.00

Al220 APOLLO
Accelerator Board E 9 9 . 9 5
Al220 APOLLO
Accelerator Board + 4Mb E 1 2 9 . 0 0
Al220 VIPER
Accelerator Board 33MHz 1 1 1 9 . 9 5
Al220 VIPER
Accelerator Board + 4N1b 33MHz E 1 6 9 , 9 5
Al220 VIPER
Accelerator Board + 8Mb 33MHz E 1 8 0 . 0 0

All prices include VAT. Please add L3-50 P&P for items under £30.00, .L5.00 for items over 430.00,
E,11.00 P&P for Scanners, Speakers &  Hard Drives, £10.00 courier for next day. Tax Free Export Orders Welcome.

Goickn Image accepts Access, Visa, ChrapC3 & Postai Orders E8c0E. Prices subject to change without notice Goods subject to availability. Specifications subject to chanige viithout notice.

G o l d e n i m a g e ( U K ) L t d
U n i t 6 5 , H a l l m a r k T r a d i n g E s ta te , F o u r t h W a y , W e m b l e y , M i d d x H A 9 O L E5;7 -  Sales Hotline No: 0181 900 9291 Fax: 0181 900 9281

h t t p l i / w w w . r e s e r v e . c o . u k / g o l d  T a l k i n g  P a g e s :  0 8 0 0  6 0 0 9 0 0
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AND EDUCATMNALSOPTURE
I B Y  U S I N GNOTHING MOPE THAN YOUR COMPUTERS MOUSE

Have you ever dreamed of creating your very own Public Domain or
Commercial software products without having to program?
Well now it is no longer a dream - it's REALITY!
REAuTY - THE ULTIMATE SOFTWARE CONSTRUCTION KIT is
a REVOLUTIONARY new product from B.P.M.
Promotions, a company involved in the AMIGA soft-
ware market for over five years. This product is a
BREAKTHROUGH in software design and allows any-
one with an AMIGA computer, regardless of their age
or intelligence, to create both Public Domain and
Commercial software products in virtually no time at
all using nothing more than their computer's mouse! it
can be used to create games, demos, educational
software etc, much much faster and easier than ever
before throughout the history of computers' REALITY
is like nothing you've ever seen before on the AMIGA.
Now for the first time you can access the awesome
power of your computer with bewildering ease and
use it to create TOP CLASS AMIGA software in few
days by doing nothing more than clicking the buttons
on your mouse or moving the mouse cursor around
the screen - that's it! It's so easy you will not believe
it! No programming is required whatsoever'
Here is a small example of what you can
achieve in minutes with Reality by using
nothing more that your Amiga's mouse:

•  Create HUGE fully detailed scenery back
grounds for your games using the background
creation editors!

•  Make your games main character shoot all sorts
of different weapons each with different power
values!

•  Define monster attack patterns and choose from
the HUGE amount of already made variations!

•  Create intelligent enemies that home in on yourmain character!
•  Add text messages to the software with

hundreds of different styles of text fonts to
choose from!

•  Create SUPER intelligent GIANT mid level and
end of  level monsters just like the very best
commercial games!

•  Produc e scenery that your main character
reacts to : Ladders, Ropes, Platforms, Traps,
Switches etc etc!

•  Defi ne complex puzzles to make your games
much more interesting!

•  Mak e  other games characters that your main
character can interact and communicate with!

•  Select and define all sorts of weapons, bonuses._
and objects that your main character can collect
and use!

•  Creat e characters that have to fight each other
in a beat 'em' up -  STREETFIGHTER II style!

•  Produc e ALL sorts of demo effects from groovy
text scrollers to on screen 30 rotation just like
the very best PD demos!

•  Create Educational software from a'simple
slideshow to a full blown disk magazine!

•  Add graphics, music and sound effects to your
software with ease!

THE LIST IS ENORMOUS! ! ! !  - Test your sof tware
In seconds  to see if  every thing is work ing the way
that YOU want  it  to! There's  no need for any s low
Compiling or test ing like certain other packages!
!
REALITY can be used to create many types of differ-
ent software products! It's ideal for TOP notch games!
Create HIGH speed shoot *ern' ups, Addictive scrolling
platform games, Beat 'em ups, Point and Click
Graphic Adventures, HUGE Arcade games, Puzzle
games, Racing games, Card games and much much
morel Even create your own mind-blowing special

r _

demos or user friendly Educational software!
look at the screenshots in this advertisement and
just what this system is really capable of!
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Ov er f our  man y ears  of  wo rk  has  gone in t o
t he dev e lopment  of  t his  Sof t ware!
The res ul t  is :
A STATE OF THE ART SOFTWARE CREATION SYSTEM!
It's versatile -  it's easy to use - it's incredib ly
fast -It 's the biggest ever breakthrough in
Amiga software creation and has already been
used to create twenty commercia l games and a
multitude o f PD softwareft
If you can use an AMIGA you can use REALITY!
All t he hard work  has been done for you! With
once complicated programming rout ines reduced
to simple mouse actions that anyone can under-
stand! That 's  the hidden power of REALITY!
Absolutely no knowledge of programming is
required whatsoever Reality  is unique!  It is a com-
pletely new way  of creat ing software!
MORE THAN TEN 90% SCORES HAVE BEEN
AWARDED TO REALITY SO FAR FROM MANY
DIFFERENT AREAS OF THE AMIGA COMMUNITY!

What you get!
The very latest version of the REALITY sof tware
construct ion kit which incorporates a whole batch
of useful and essent ial utilit ies. These include: an
Animat ion and Sound Studio,  a Graphics  toolkit, a
Background creat ion system, Pic ture and
Introduction creators, a FULL blown paint  package,
Text edit ing and disk ut ilit ies plus much much
more! You'll also receive a fully detailed user
friendly instruct ion guide and a handy hints and
tips guide!  Two further guides that will show you
how to make two full blown games  f rom scratch!
Two full blown commerc ial games  that have been
created using REALITY for you to adapt  and learn
from! Issue one of the REALITY USER CLUB disk
magazine! Two packed disks full of  sound effects.
music tracks and a MASSIVE amount  of graphic
images that can be used in your own software!
These inc lude characters, enemies,  weapons,
bonuses, scenery, fonts and MUCH MUCH MORE!!
You get  everything you need for creat ing your own
full blown top quality sof tware with ease!

You'll also get  FREE membership
to the Reality User Club!
This will prov ide you with a phone helpline,  a pen-
pal lis t  allowing you to contact and work  with the
already -MASSIVE REALITY userbase f rom around
the globe!  You will also have access to a HUGE
range of sof tware that has been created us ing the
REALITY system and 1000's of graphic  images,
sound effects and music  tracks which you can use
with your own sof tware!  We are willing to publish
any sof tware that you create using REALITY or if
you wish you can have other companies  publish
your work! The REALITY user c lub can supply you
with ALL the graphics, music.  sound effects and
ideas that you need to create superb sof tware with
this system. ALL the hard work  has been done for
you!

So w ha t  do you have  to pay  for  thi s total l y
amaz i ng system?
Only E29.99! This  product  is worth many  t imes this
price and only  due to forecasted large sales, low
cost advert is ing and direct  sales to the customer
are we able to offer it at  this unbeatable price! By
creat ing only  one piece of sof tware you should get
your money  back many  many t imes over! How
much sof tware do you wish to create? What  more
can we say other than you would be crazy not to
take up this very special offer! Creat ing sof tware is
much more interest ing than us ing it, and REALITY
is the perfect  tool! Please note that the REALITY
package is compat ible with ALL AMIGA computers
and is hard disk installable!wirdairwAs. a d i R E I N I M I• •

Screenshots of games created with REALITY

ROBIN HOOD
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HOW TO ORDER
Please send a cheque , Postal Order,
Intemabonal money order to
.B.P.M. PROMOTIONS, DEPT CU2, 8 MAGNOLIA
PARK, DIMMURRY, BELFAST BM OBS

PHONE 01232 626694 - PRICE E29.99
UK postage El, CNerseas please add F2.
Al payments must be in English Sterling! 24 Hots
despatch.
EXTRA SPECIAL OFFER - Order NOW and
FREE never been released before guide on 'HOW
DESIGN A WINNING COMPUTER GAME" written by
one of the TOP games designers in the business!
Essential reading for an/ budding games makers!rantlatir.
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W h a t ' s  t h e  p r ice  o f  oi l ,
gold o r  p o r k  bel l ies g o t  t o
do w i t h  C o m m o d i t i e s  o n
t h e  A miga?  N o t h i n g  -  t h ey

are your  W o r k b e n c h ' s  u n su n g
heroes. A n d  t h ey ' r e  f r ee  a s  w el l .

H idden away on your

Workbench (or maybe still
on the Extras disk) are a
collection of really useful
little programs called

Commodities. Designed to
improve upon Workbench, they
were Commodore's attempt to
clean up the act of the multitude of
Workbench 'hacks' around and
package them all into one consis-
tent form.

There are hundreds available
from Public Domain libraries and
from the Aminet Internet site and
it's worth your time to have a look
through them.

As s tandard
The following is a list of
Commodities that you'd expect to
see in any set-up.

AutoPoint
This Commodity will cause the
Amiga to make active anything
under the pointer. For example,
as you move the pointer around
the screen any Window which it
passes over will become active.
Some people find this useful,
others irritating. It can be helpful
if you are swopping between
different screens a lot and want
to get typing straightaway
instead of having to click with
the mouse.

Blanker
If you don't touch the mouse
or press a key, this Commodity
will suddenly clear the screen
and move some coloured squig-
gles around. It's supposed to pre-
vent the monitor from 'burning in'
or becoming damaged if the
same static screen is displayed
for a period of time, but practically

all monitors are capable of
surviving without it.

Oi ckToFront
This is quite similar to AutoPoint
but borrows a concept from the
Apple or PC. On these platforms,
you don't need to click on the
window's depth gadget to bring it
to the top: you only need to
select the Window and up it
pops. This gives the Amiga the
same facility. Try it: you might
like it.

CrossDos
Don't confuse this with the
CrossDos device:. This is a
Commodity which changes the
way in which the standard
CrossDos device FCC: works. As
you may know, by using PCO: the
Amiga can read or write to PC
(MSDOS) format floppy disks.
When this Commodity is running,
it tries to 'fi lter' any files which
are being copied. This can be
very useful when loading or sav-
ing text files which are some-
times filled with extra carriage
returns when copied from one
machine to another.

Exchange
This Commodity is a special one:
it manages all the other
Commodities which are running.
Run it and a window appears
which contains details of the
Commodities and provides a short
cut for bringing up or hiding the
associated user interface.

I:Key
Ever wondered what the point is
of all those Function keys on
your keyboard? Wonder no more:
now you can assign the functions

to various Amiga operations.
Using FKey you can cycle
through Windows, run a program
or execute an ARexx script. This
makes it easy to customise your
Amiga so you can launch all your
favourite applications by pressing
a function key.

M o u s e Bl anker
MouseBlanker will hide the
mouse pointer when you start
typing until you move the mouse.
This can be very useful when
using a Word Processor for
example, when you don't want
an arrow obscuring the first few
letters you type.

No Cap sL o ck
Um t h e r e  must be a use for
this program, there must be.
NoCapsLock simply stops the
Caps Lock key from operating.
Perhaps if you suffer from -finger-
stubbiness and keep hitting the
Caps Lock key by mistake you
might find it useful. Maybe you
want to avoid confusing a child
using the Amiga. There you are:
two uses already. You can proba-
bly think of millions more. You

can still get upper case using the
Shift Key in the usual way.

So simple
Using a Commodity is pretty easy.
The standard convention is to click
on them once to start them run-
ning and a second time to stop
them. Most of them will run invisi-
bly in the background, you might-
n't even know they are working.

If you are more a Shell person
than a WIMP fan, it's also possi-
ble to run Commodities directly
from the Shell. For example, if
everything is set up properly, you
should be able to enter: AUTO-
POINT at the Shell and the
Commodity will run. Like almost
all programs run in this way, it
won't automatically return control
to the Shell until you quit it. If the
utility is running in the back-
ground there won't be a window
Quit gadget to click: you'll have to
press Control and C or Control
and E to stop it. It's therefore bet-
ter to run it, like this: RUN AUTO-
POINT. This will let Autopoint run
in the background, allowing the
Shell to be used or even closed.
Even though the Shell which
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launched it is no more,
the program will still
run happily. You need
to specifically stop a
Commodity or switch
off the computer to kill
it. Some Commodities
also have a special
'hot key' combination
so when you press the right keys
the Commodity's user interface
will appear.

For example, the Screen
Blanker commodity will wait for
Control and B: press the keys
together and up pops the special
window from where the various
settings can be adjusted. It's usu-
ally possible to redefine the Hot
Keys in case they clash.

Making a Commodity start
automatically is easy too: all you
need to do is drag the
Commodity's icon from where it
is stored into the WBStartup
drawer. All programs in this draw-
er will be launched every time the
Amiga loads its Workbench.

If you want to include the
Commodities in your Startup
Sequence or UserSerquence
rather than in the WBStartup
drawer, you'll need to make sure
you include a line like this:

RUN > N I L  : A U T O P O I N T

The right tools
All Commodities should support
Tool Types - the information relat-
ed to a program which is stored
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in the Icon file, There are at least
three as follows.

C X _ P R IOR M !
A commodity with a high priority
will be given preference to a com-
modity with a lower priority when
it comes to input events such as
keypresses.

C X  P OP U P
If this is set to 'yes' then the pro-
gram will start up and display its
user-interface if  it has one). If it's
set to 'no' it won't appear. If you
are starting programs in the
WBStartup drawer, you will proba-
bly want this set to "nq".

C X  POPK EY
This is the key combination which
will bring the user-interface (if any)
to the front. The key combination
can use non-alphanumeric keys,
such as 'Ishift' for the left shift
key, 'control' for the control key
and 'reit' for the right alt key.
- Commodities take up very little
in the way or memory or proces-
sor power, so don't be afraid to
keep them running all the time.
Several other utilities which you
might r
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Other useful commodities
There are hundreds of Commodities written by Amiga programmers
available from PD libraries from the Internet. Here are some of the
ones which I have found most useful over the years.
CycloToMono
This is a useful little program which changes the way in which cycle
gadgets work. Instead of cycling through the entire list, a small win-
dow pops up making it simple to select the option you want.
MogicColours
If you use Magic Workbench icons, with a Workbench set to 256
colours you may find the colours are all wonky, This utility keeps set-
ting the colours back to normal, so your icons remain in the correct
shades of grey.
NowModo
This is very useful if you have a graphics card this. NewMode will
intercept an application's request to open a screen display and, if
necessary, force it to open up on your graphics card instead.
Dclock
Once of the neatest little digital clock programs I've found.
MiddleButton
If your replacement mouse has three buttons, this utility lets the third
button operate as a shift key. This is handy for selecting multiple
icons without having to use the keyboard.
PoworSoop
One of the old faithfuls: this program allows text displayed anywhere
on screen to be copied to the clipboard. You can then paste it into
another application, It makes it possible to snap text from an applica-
tion and copy it to a Shell for example. It's surprising how useful this
program is.
Opoquolinovo
Another program for graphics card users. With OpaqueMove running,
you can drag entire windows around the Workbench, rather than
mere outlines. Useless, but if like me you might want reassurance
that you haven't spent all that money on a graphics card for nothing.

Blanker
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Commodities can suddenly appear
in the Exchange window. An
example would be a virus detec-
tion program. Don't worry - these
programs are just making use of
the Commodity system. However,
you won't find any large applica-
tions acting as Commodities.

The reason for this is linked to
the way Commodities work. Any
utility which wants to be a
Commodity makes use of
the commodities library
file. This enables the pro
gram to make use of the
Commodities Input
Handler - part of the oper
ating system which exists
just before Intuition's own
Input Handler. The

Commodities Input Handler looks
after any special Hot Key combina-
tions, and makes sure there are no
clashes for key presses.

And that's if for Commodities,
next month it's mergers, share
flotations and the like. No serious-
ly, we're back next issue with
some more useful nuggets of
information on your Workbench. •
John Kennedy
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Logos, meanings
and myster ies:

CD32 queries,
ParNET and
various other
CD ROM-related
problems

All about
upgrading RAM.
Operating
systems
and processors.

Plug-in hardware
of any kind:
scanners, disk
drives etc.

Answers to
queries on
particular pieces
of software.

Music, sampling,
MIDI and any-
thing that makes
a loud noise.

Miscellaneous
tools to keep
your Amiga run-
ning smoothly.

Form-feeds,
page-breaks,
preferences and
lots, lots more!

Monitors, TVs,
modulators,
screen-modes
and all that stuff.

Pixels, sprites,
animation,
pictures. In
One small
word: graphics.

Spreadsheets,
databases,
organisers,
accounts

Everything
you need
answering about
the Internet

0  Not everything

fits into a
pigeonhole, but
anything you like
fits in here.

•

a

CLE1A w elcomes n e w  recruit  A n d r ew
K o m  t o  t he  ' brain no t  br aw n '
problem-bust ing t eam.  S o  send in all
your  A miga- related pr oblems t o  M I A ,
CU A miga Magaz ine ,  3 0 - 3 2  Far r ingdon
Lane, London EC•IR 3AU.

GAFF S I M M s
My system
consists of an
Al200 and GVP
1230 II series
accelerator (EC30,
no FPU) with 4Mb

RAM fitted. I recently tried tele-
phoning around some companies
to find extra RAM for the accelera-
tor, only to find that a) it isn't easy
to come by, and b) it is extremely
expensive. I was quoted E159 for
4Mb from the only place I found
that had any.

Is there any other way of
adding 72 pin industry standard
SIMMs to my system without hav-
ing to discard the accelerator ?

In the May 1994 issue, there
was a feature on an Al291 SCSI
card to add on to the Al230. Is
this still available? If so. is it still a
useful and reasonable way to get
SCSI access? Also what other
options are available, considering
my set-up?

J McDonald, Cornwall.

0 i ,  I  a m so brawny.
Once I've crushed
your Amiga problems
to a pulp, I 'd  like to
see world  peace.

For some reason which no doubt
seemed sensible at the time, GVP
chose to use a non standard SIMM
format which has lately become the
bane of many an Amiga user, Since
GVP went under, these have become
pretty scarce, and have gone up in
price whilst industry standard
SiMMs have plummeted. For exam-
ple a standard 4Mb S AM costs
around C25.

No there isn't way around this,
Your best bet if you are serious about
upgrading would be to sell your cur-
rent board and buy a new one. There
are plenty of Amiga users out there
who would be satisfied with 6Mb
RAM, see if you can find one of them
to take it off your hands. .tdd the
kind of money you've been quoted

for the SIMM and you could almost
afford an 8Mb WO card.

The GVP Al291 was a great
SCSI solution at the time. However
other options would be the Squirrel
and the Datallyer as they will still
work if you change accelerator.

W o r d W o r t h  C D
I am experiencing
problems with
Wordworth 3.1SE,
on CUCD5 from
the December
issue. Am I alone

in this or should I send off reams
of enquiries to Digita? My set-up
consists of Amiga 4000/EC30
with 6Mb RAM with a Citizen
Swift 90c printer.

When I try to install
Word Worth to hard disk it follows
the installation satisfactorily until
it tries to install the printer then
the following requester appears:
Copy i ng F i l e
Epson X
To Dr a w e r
WW3.1 I n s t a l l -
1 : De v s / P r i n t e r s
Vol ume I n s t a l l - 1  i s  f u l l s
This looks like it is trying to install
the printer back on the first floppy
install disk!

Accepting that I probably have
the installation complete apart
from the printer driver, when I try
to open the Wordworth 3 program
on my hard disk (having rebooted
the system), I get 'Could not
open Shannon Book 14pt font"
followed by "unable to initialise
document". Please help?

l
e
l

Brian Titchener, Winchester.

II sounds like you have booted up
from Install disk I  rather than your
hard drive. When the installer pro-
gram is run, it copies files to various

Yes and af ter I've lef t  all
those puzzlers in heap, I 'd
like to  travel the world ,
wo rk  wi th  small children
and help the needy.

directories on your system disk. The
system disk is not necessarily your
hard drive — it is whatever disk you
booted up front. I f you boot up from
the floppies, the installer has no idea
that your hard drive is your normal
system disk and assumes that install
disk I  is in fact your hard drive.
Whenever you are installing some-
thing to your hard drive, make sure
you boot up from it unless you are
told otherwise.

There is a Teatime file on install
disk 1. In this file there is an explana-
tion of what to do if you are presented
with the "could not open Shannon
book..." message. I f re-installing WW
doesn't remove this problem, look
there first.

To o  m a n y  fonts
I have installed
VVVVSE3,1 onto my
hard disk and have
managed with the
aid of Directory
Opus to transfer

fonts from the extrafont Drawer on
the CD. When I delete them they
still appear on the font list but
when called respond with a state-
ment that they cannot be opened!
How do I delete from this font list?
Alsohow do Fget WVV3.1SE to
read my font list like the other pro-
grammes on my hard drive?

I got my Amiga primarily for
video production but cannot find
much good software apart from
Scala to assist in producing graph-
ics/animation/titling. Can you help?

Mullard, Cheshire.

Wordworth uses outline rather than
bitmap fonts because bitmap fonts
are of no use for large type printouts,
There are hundreds of PD outline
fonts, so if your collection isn't big
enough, get some more. WW3,ISE



generates its own internal jOnt list. I f
you delete afoul from the directory,
it will still appear in the fontlist. The
solution is to delete the fontlist file,
which can be found in WWFONTSI
UFST. You then make a new one by
clicking on the INSTALLOUTLINES
icon in the WWTOOLS dlr.

There are some good video pack-
ages available apart from Scala. Two
new ones from ProDAD, Monument
Designer and A almage, were
reviewed in our December 96 issue.
Our March 96 issue had the excel-
lent Video Stage Pro on the cover
disks and is still available from our
back issues department.

Left  o u t

0  I  make quite heavy

use of my
RAM:TEMP direc-
tory to shift data
around from
archives. I leave it

out on the Workbench regularly,
and it occurred to me that it would
be excellent to be able to do this
automatically from the startup-
sequence. Is this possible? I have
an 41200 030 WB3.1 KS3.1.

Stephen Ralph, Hampshire.

It is indeed. When Workbench starts
up it checks any disk it can find for a
file called '.backdrop' which tells it
what to leave out. To solve your prob-
lem, when Workbench loads it would
need to find a '.backdrop' file in
RAM:, which will need to be put
there in the startup sequence. First
create an ASCII file which reads:
: temp and save it in your S direc-
tory as "BACKDROP". Then edit
your startup sequence. Just after the
line which reads something like:
C : M a k e d i r  R A M : TE M P
RAM: CLIPBOARDS R A M :  ENV
Insert the lines:
C: c opy  e y e  : u t  i  l i t  ism'. i n f o
t o  r a m :  te m p.  i n f o
This copies the utilities draw icon for
the RAM:temp directory. Then add:
C: copy eye:a/backdrop t o
RAN: b a c k d r o p
This sets up your backdrop file.
Reboot your computer and voila the
TEMP drawer is on the Workbench.

To w e r  p o w e r
I have a standard.
Amiga 1200 which
I am looking to
expand with a
Tower. Please
could you answer

some of my questions.
1. I recently saw an offer by HiC1
for upgrading to a tower/desktop
option with CD-ROM, power
supply and Squirrel SCSI. With an
accelerator in mind would I need

to purchase the optional SCSI kit
for the accelerator or purchase
the Hi0 offer on the SCSI kit?
2. What's the difference between
a desktop and a tower conversion?
3. Do I need the maths co-proces-
sor with an accelerator and is a
SIMM RAM Fast RAM?

Gareth Graham, Caerphilly.

I. The Squirrel interface should work
perfectly with all modern accelerators.
2. Desktop normally means a squat
box you stick under your monitor
while the tower is an upright column
you stick next to your monitor.
3. I f  you want an accelerator to make
your machine go a bit faster you don't
need a co-processor. I f you plan on
using math intensive software such as
Imagine the co-processor is highly
recommended, All RAM you add to
your machine is Fast RAM. SLIM
refers to the type of chip module used.

Questions about tower conver-
sions are coming in thick and fast. A
tower makes it easy to add extra stor-
age devices and solves power supply
problems in a stroke. We are think-
ing about doing an article on DIY
tower conversions for the more tech-
nically minded reader. I f you have an
opinion or idea about this, please
write to us.

C D - R O M  D I Y
I was delighted by
your article in the
December 96
issue on fitting a
CD-ROM and I
would like to go

ahead and 'do it myself', however
I'd like a little advice first.
1. I have a Western Digital 2420
hard drive. Is this 2.5 or 3.5 inch?
2. If it is 3.5 inch I would opt for a
mini tower to house both it and
the Golden Image CD-ROM kit.

• The tower Lhave in mind is one
from a local PC outlet with a 200w
power supply. Is this sufficient?
3. IS the Golden Image kit double
speed or quad speed?
4. I envisage connecting the items
via an adaptor consisting of a 44

--pin input and two 40 pin outputs
for the appropriate cables to con-
nect to. Is this a viable solution?
5. If I move the hard drive to a
Tower, is it just a matter of
unplugging it. unscrewing it, and
refitting it in the tower?

L.Kemp, York.

I. The simple way of finding out is to
measure it. As a rough guide, if it is
small enough to stick in a cigarette
box, it's a 2.5 inch.
2. 200w is more than enough.
3. We think you may be a little mixed

up here. The Golden Image kit is not
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mounting system which comes with
all the cables you need and a metal
case. The speed depends an what
drive mechanism is fined to it.
4. Thai's about it, but it would be a
pain to make. Golden Image will sell
you an Alfa Quatro. which is basical-
ly the same thing.
5. Yep you're right there.

Mythical  beasts
I wish to purchase
an HP Deskjet
870cxi but am hav-
ing problems get-
ting a printer driver.
I've been in touch

with Hewlett Packard but didn't
have much joy. Can you help?

No name or address supplied.

Hewlett Packard gave up supporting
the Amiga some time ago and are
unlikely to be of any help. Write to
them and tell them they are losing
customers. Print Studio or Turboprint
may have a compatible driver: phone
a stockist (check ads) and ask. It
would be worth asking HP if the
870cri is compatible with one of their
other printers; an 11P850c driver
would be easier to get_

M o r e  questions
1.
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0  Al200HD magic

pack. I heard that
Escom used a high
density drive
instead of a normal

Amiga drive, merely disabling the
high-density mechanism! This
causes a lot of games to become
incompatible. Is there a solution?
2. I want to buy an accelerator,
preferably a 68040. Bearing in
mind that I also want extra memo-
ry and cannot afford much more
than E300, what is my best option?
3. On opening the trapdoor to find
out where the accelerator should
go, I could not find any kind of
interface. On my A500 there was a
female port but I can't find one on
the Al200. Where should I look?
4. I have an M1348s monitor. The
image cannot be moved vertically.

Or • !retched and is not cen-
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gap at the top. Any solutions?
5. Despite these setback I'm still a
dedicated Amiga owner and would
like to buy a CD-ROM drive in the
future_ I was thinking of buying a
SCSI device. If I did this would I
still be able to use other SCSI
devices such as a ZIP drive? What
is the best SCSI interface to buy?
6. Could I connect an Ultra internal
IDE drive? I cannot see where it
would fit. If it cannot be fitted,
should I buy an Alfa Quatro?
7_ My guarantee is still valid.
However, is it valid with Amiga
Technologies, Viscorp, Escom or
the shop I bought it from?

James Greville, Mid Glamorgan.

I. Things are a bit confused here. The
'HD' reference in 1200H1) refers to
the hard drive in it. Ilmvever, those
machines also have high density flop-
py disk drives also known as HD dri-
ves. These floppy drives have been
altered to act like old Amiga double
density (DD) drives, but some games
with custom file formats will not work.
Sometimes this is because the games
are duplicated on high density disks,
in which case you can simply cover
the open notch that signifies a high
density floppy. See the Info drawer on
this month's Cl) for a hardware fix to
the problem.
2. Scan the ads for the best deal, BOO
should get you a cheap '040 with 8Mb.
3. It slides onto the edge of the circuit
board inside the trapdoor.
4. Getting a perfect display on an
MI438s is near impossible, but by
using the vertical stretch in combina-
tion with the overscan and screen-
mode prefs utils, you should be able to
minimise your problem.
5. The Dalaflyer and the Squirrel are
the ones to consider. SCSI interfaces
are good at handling multiple devices.
6, There is no space inside an Al200
for an internal CD ROM. Our
December 96 issue had a feature on
using IDE drives with the Amiga.
7, Amiga guarantees are currently
covered by a company called Digitech,
BM Limited, Unit E7, Mallards Park
4, Telford, Shropshire, TF3 311A, Tel:
01952 277 711.11

Send yo u r  C litA  p ro b lems  t o
You can send your technical problems (or answers - Ed]
to CU Amiga by the following means:
By letter to ObA, CU Amiga. Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane,
London, EC1R
Email: 0-o-APcu Amiga.co.uk.
NO SAES PLEASE We regret that we can't respond to
readers' questions by post or over the phone. Please do not
include a stamped addressed envelope with your letters as we
simply don't have time to answer the thousands we receive.
Responses are only available through the pages of this magazine.



W i t h  o v e r  6 0 0  fl o p p y  d isks w o r t h  o f
stuf f ,  i t ' d  b e  si l ly n o t  t o  m a k e  t h e
m o s t  o f  C U C D s  w h e t h e r  you  h a v e  a
C D - R O M  dr ive  o r  no t .
•  Q .  I  d o n ' t  ha v e  a  C D -
R O M  dr iv e  on  m y  Am i ga
y e t,  wi l l  I  s ti l l  be  a ble  t o
us e  m y  C u  Am i g a
Ma g a z i n e  C D - R O M  on  a
P C or  Appl e  M a c ?

•  A.  Yes, but in a limited way.
You will be able to access all the
data on it. You'll see file directo-
ries and you will be able to view
any pictures or read any text
which is stored in plain or cross-
platform formats.

A perfect example is HTML
files: using a Web browser such
as Netscape Navigator or Internet
Explorer you can read any HTML
documents on the CU Amiga
Magazine disk. This includes read-
ing the text, viewing the pictures
and using the links.

•  CI- C a n  I  us e  th e
pr ogr a m s  th o u g h ?

•  A-  No, you can't. Amiga pro-
grams run on Amigas and won't
run on PCs or Apple Macs.

•  Q .  C a n ' t  I  ge t  a n  Am i ga
e m u l a to r  fo r  the  P C a nd
r un  th e  pr ogr a m s  th a t
w a y ?  Afte r  all, I  c a n e m u -
l a te  a  P C a nd  a n  Appl e
M a c  o n  m y  Am i ga ?

•  A-  Well, yes, there is UAE. Ifs
not very fast though and to be
honest it's still an A500 emulator
even on an P120. Although tech-
nically impressive, it's  not an
ideal solution.

•  Q .  i s  the r e  a  h a r d w a r e
ba s e d Arniga  e m ul a to r  fo r

e i the r  o f  the s e  ma c hine s ?

EA -  No and it is unlikely that
there ever will be. At the moment
the best piece of hardware for
running Amiga programs remains
an Amiga.

•  Q .  I  d o n ' t  ha v e  a
C D - R O M  driv e  on  m y
Am i ga  b u t  I ha v e  one  o n
m y  P C a t  w or k .  Wi l l  I  be
able  to  c opy  the  fi les
a c ros s  to  m y  Ami ga ?

•  A.  In theory yes, as the
same standard is used to record
data on PC and Amiga CD-ROMs.
However, you may have some
problems, such as the fact that
the Amiga can cope with
long filenames and the PC some-
times can't.

Windows95 (or NT) solves the
filename problem, as it can deal
with filenames other than those
in MSDOS format. However, you
still can't copy those directly to
floppy disk because floppies are
still in MSDOS format. One solu-
tion is to use an archiving utility
such as PKZIP which will pack up
all the files on the PC, move the
archive to the Amiga and un-ZIP
it. The result is that the filenames
are preserved.

•  0 .  H o w  c a n I  m ov e
th e  fi les  f r o m  th e  P C t o
th e  Ami ga ?

NIA-  To move the files, you have
two options: use a removable
disk which both systems can read
or link the two platforms together.
Using the Amiga's built in

CrossDos device (PCO:) it can
read floppy disks formatted by
the PC but only double density,
not high density (unless you have
an A4000 or special floppy drive).
It's also possible to use Syquest
or ZIP drives if you have the nec-
essary hardware. You cannot use
parallel port versions of the Zip
drive on the Amiga though.

The best way is to network
the machines using Ethernet
but this is overkill for file transfer,
not to mention virtually impossi-
ble on the Al200 (go on, prove
me wrong -  please). The best
way is to connect the PC and
Amiga together using a Null
Modem cable, run a terminal
program and use ZModem to
transfer files.

If your machines are a long dis-
tance apart, you may have to
resort to using modems and ter-
minal software. If you only have
one modem, it's possible to use a
Bulletin Board or Internet FTP site
to temporarily store data: you can
upload it from the PC and down-
load to the Amiga.

•  CI.  D o e s  the  oppos i te
hold true ? Ca n  I us e  P C
C D - R O M s  on  m y  Ami ga ?

•  A.  You can read PC CD-
ROMS but you cannot run the
programs. Yes, it is possible to
emulate a PC on an Amiga but
it's not very fast and so games or
sophisticated Windows applica-
tions won't work. If you see a
program only available on PC CD-
ROM then resist the temptation
to buy it, even if you have a CD-
ROM drive and a PC emulator for
your Amiga. Ask for an Amiga
version instead.

C l . •  I s  i t  pos s ible  m a k e  a
C D - R O M  dis c  w h i c h  wi l l
w o r k  on  b o t h  a n Am i ga
a nd a  C D - R O M ?

•  A.  Yes. Both platforms can
read the CD-ROMs perfectly, so
it's only a matter of storing soft-
ware for both machines.

For example, you could have a
CD-ROM full of pictures which
has viewer programs for both the
PC and the Amiga. The pictures
could then be stored in a format
which both viewers can read,
such as JPEG or GIF

The result is that one CD-ROM
is of use to both the Amiga and
the PC.

Another example are the CD-
ROMs which contain objects for
3D rendering programs, An
Imagine object can be read direct-
ly by both PC and Amiga versions
of Imagine.

In any case, there are many
Amiga utilities for reading PC
style graphics (e.g. GIF BMP), ani-
mation (e.g. AVI, FLC, CLI) and
sound files (e.g. WAV). There is
usually some way of making use
of data stored on a CD-ROM.

•
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m y  c o l l e c t i o n  o f
V i d e o C D s  o n  m y
A m i g a 's  C D - R O M  dr i v e ?

•  A.  Yes, but apart from some
very slow software, only if you
have an SMD100 decoder from
HiSoft and if your CD-ROM drive
is compatible.

•  Cl.  I  ha v e  a  C D 3 2 / C D T V
— c a n I  us e  th e  C D - R O M
drive  w i th  m y  A l 2 0 0 ?

• A -  Yes, it's possible to create
a limited network which links the
CD32 or CDTV to the Amiga com-
puter. The CD-ROM drive will
appear on the Workbench as
though it were connected directly
to the Al200.

OK now you have no excuse
for using CUCDs. •
John Kennedy



M a k i n g  m u s i c  on  your  A mi g a
n eed n ' t  c o s t  a  for tune.  S o m e
s h a r e w a r e  aud io  p a c k a g e s  p u t  t he i r
c o m m e r c i a l  co mp et i t o r s  t o  sh ame .
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audio and music software
available for your Amiga,
but much of it rarely gets
any press because its

shareware. This month we'll
uncover some of the best exam-
ples of exciting, interesting and
plain useful audio shareware.

Leaping ahead
One of the most promising bits of
software to have come to our
attention recently is Camouflage.
It comes in two versions, straight
Camouflage and Camouflage AB.
Both versions are MIDI sequencers
that use a very attractive cus-
tomised GUI system that's best
suited to a large screen mode,
such as Productivity, interlace (if
you can handle it) or a graphics
card, What's brilliant about
Camouflage AB is that it can pre-
tend to be Cubase Audio by corn-
bining MIDI sequencing with 16-bit
stereo hard disk recording. For this
you need a Toccata or a Maestro
sound card (available from
MacroSystem in Germany or White
Knight Technologies in the UK).

This represents a major step
forward for Amiga music software.
Until now the only solution that did
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A Dilittototer IS groai V/11112 alternative to the nigger mosical beasts. It
otters eight drawls wit i decant quakily mum and salad outlier.

anything like this was a combina-
tion of Bars and Pipes and a
Sunrize AD516 sound card, the
pair of which would have set you
back a tidy sum. For the record,
while Sunrize have ditched Amiga
support, Bars and Pipes is free to
all Compusenie customers.

Sample-x fi les
Music X users will be aware of the
basic level of control the program
offers over Amiga samples com-
pared to MIDI instruments.
Sample-X is a clever program that
solves the problem_ It sits in the
background while Music X is run-
ning and intercepts MIDI data
internally. From within Sample-X
you can set up a bank of samples,
each responding to a specific MIDI
channel. When Sample-X sees
data transmitted on the relevant
channel from Music X, it plays the
samples accordingly. This means
you can replay up to four Amiga
samples from within your Music X
sequences, applying all the normal
'MIDI controllers to your samples.
The MIDI data is passed through
to the serial port as normal for use
with MIDI instruments.

Sample-X is not limited to use
with Music X. It can be set up to

receive its MIDI data
from the serial port via
a MIDI interlace, so
you could set up your
Amiga as a four voice
sample replay module
controlled by an exter.
nal MIDI device, such
as a keyboard or a
sequencer.

Top value
New trackers are
appearing all the time.
One that caught our
attention recently was
Digibooster. While
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many have developed into impres-
sive beasts featuring realtime DSP
functions and all kinds of fancy
widgets, there's still room for
smaller, simpler alternatives.
Digibooster is just such a tracker,
offering eight channels with very
good mixing and output sound
quality even on a basic Al200. The
output is 14-bit, and you can make
your music from any combination
of 8-bit IFFs, 16-bit IFFs or 16-bit
WAV samples,

For those used to the traditional
tracker layout, moving to some-
thing like SoundStudio can be a bit
of a mission (although it really is
much easier to use after a short

while), so if you can't contemplate
too much of a change from your
current tracker the familiarity of
Digibooster will be important_ New
player commands are quite rare
these days so it's good to see
some in Digibooster, like 'Robot'
which adds a variable phase/echo
effect to the specified sample,
Planned future additions to
Digibooster include support for 16
bit cards such as Toccata and
Maestro and more available tracks.
The PD version has its save
options disabled, so if you want
the full version you'll need to
upgrade from the author. •
Tony Horgan

Where to get  them •
This wonderful software is not available in any shops. The shareware
versions can be found on this month's cover CD. For those without a
CD drive, you'll be able to get hold of shareware demos of these pro-
grams from your Aminet source, or any good PD houses. Here are
Email address for the authors of the packages mentioned here•

Camouflage
Author: Martin Endres, Osterfeldweg 41, 21077  Hamburg,
040/7001187, Germany. Email: endres®work.cle
Sample-X
Author; Shaun Olatunbosun, 11 Leywick Street, Stra tford,
London, E IS  3D13. Email: sheun@soi.city.ac.uk
Digibooster
Authors: Tap and Walt, ul. Poprzeczna 66/6, 5 1 -1 6 7
Wroclaw, Poland. Email: waldek©zakucita.pwr.wroc.pl



A s  u s u a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  re i g n s  i n  t h e  B a c k c h a t
p a g e s .  A n d  o u r  c a m p a i g n  t o  fi n d  t h e  b e s t  A m i g a
s t o c k i s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  c o n t i n u e s .

H o w  could you?
Having purchased the December issue of CU
Amiga, I thought I would be treating myself to
a good positive Amiga read. The magazine
was to its usual good standard but I found one
article that completely degraded the calibre of
CU Amiga Magazine, Public Domain users and
Public Domain programmers.

In the article 'The Best of Both Worlds', the
last few paragraphs by Mark Forbes of Effigy
Software define the Public Domain on the
Amiga as being useless. Quoting him "We also
believe that demos that people create and put
into Public Domain are useless and not the
way forward." This is a bit of a bold statement
isn't it Mr Forbes?

Was this article really a good way to boost
the Amiga? I am shocked that CU Amiga
Magazine who use public domain as a source
for their magazine, both on the cover disk and
on pages within the magazine, would agree to
print such a false and inaccurate statement.
Let me point Out a few FACTS:
1. If it was not for the Public Domain scene
keeping the Amiga going through its rough
patches, you would not have your Amiga in
front of you right now. The Amiga would have
collapsed completely, a long time ago_
2. Public Domain is the backbone to the
Amiga. It is a strong and dedicated source of
software, which is sometimes better than
what is commercially released e.g. Term
and NComm.
3. The demo scene is what
helps sell the Amiga.
Demos are the main
source of graphics and
sound promotion.
4. Public Domain on the
Amiga has the largest
following of any
other platform.

So Mr Forbes, I have a
question. If Public Domain
on the Amiga is so
useless, why is Aminet
so popular? Do I make
my point? In the next
paragraph, Mr
Forbes goes on to
explain that the

INK

Power PC chip is the way to go. Reading
through the article, it sounds as if Mr Forbes is
saying that because Public Domain is so use-
less and that there is no profit in it, the Power
PC chip is required. Oh really. So a Power PC
chip is going to create better quality Public
Domain software, and make it profitable?
Could you just explain this to me? In Public
Domain you get good quality as well as bad,
but this is the same in the commercial world,
The idea of Public Domain is public free soft-
ware so it will not be profitable,

I am a dedicated Amiga follower and PC
owner. I love my Amiga and would hate to see
it die. Even if it did, I would never sell the
machine and I don't think any other Amiga
lover would do either. The Amiga is a state-of-
the-art piece of kit and dumbfounded remarks
made by Mr Forbes are obviously impulsive
thoughts. If he looked into the Amiga, and
pushed the pound sign from his eyes he might
Just see what a stupid remark he made. The
Amiga programmers need encouragement and
thanking for helping keep the Amiga alive, neg-
ative remarks like this are an insult and of no
use to the Amiga at all.

Frorrt my conclusion of Effigy Software,
they are just interested in money, not the
Amiga community. I understand they have to
make money to survive the cut-throat market
of the software industry, but they proclaim to -
be dedicated Amigans Rubbis h! !

As you can guess, you have hit a sore point
in this article, I believe I have possibly spoken

out for MANY Amiga users and I expect I
have their backing.

Matthew Tillett, Emailand

First things first Mark Forbes did not make
any of the remarks you are referring too, he

was simply interviewing Ian Jenkins from Effigy
Software who is responsible for the statements in
the article. Perhaps you could have read the article

a bit more closely than you did. Just because
Mark reports someone's opinions verbatim

does not mean that he or a l  Amiga
Magazine agrees with them. CU Amiga

Magazine does not have a policy of vetting
people's opinions and because we print
them it does not mean that we necessarily

agree with them. cv  Amiga Magazine supports
public domain wholeheartedly. As we understand it,
the comment Ian Jenkins made was referring to the
practice of promoting commercial games by releas-
ing limited demos of the games into the public
domain. His point seems to be that this doesn't work
as a promotional tool. He wasn't slagging off the
whole PD scene,

C D  oversight
Concerning your excellent article telling every-
one how to get CD-ROMs for next to nothing
(December 96). I think there is quite a serious
point which you skipped over When connect-
ing drives like this, there is a risk you may
damage the CPU in your machine. The IDE
port on the Al200 is, unlike the A4000,
unbuffered and connected directly to the
CPU. Furthermore it was only ever designed
to connect one 2.5" hard drive on
a very short cable. Commodore used to sup-
ply cables around two inches long at one
point. As you can see, loading it up with
power-hungry 15" and 5.25" drives can cause
some harm.

A better alternative is to have a buffered
cable. Golden Image sell one that can reliably
take three devices and Eyetech will sell you a
four-device cable (for less money!). This
doesn't risk your CPU and has the advantage
that you can take your cables just about
anywhere. A friend has his
twirling around the back of
his desk into a mini-tower
case, a distance of
about a metre, with
no problems.

I'm not denying that
you can rely on just the origi-
nal port, indeed my self- built
Al200T has half a metre of unbuffered
cable going into a hard drive and a CD but
people should be-aware of the risk of irre-
versible damage. I'm going to swop mine for a
buffered device so I can use one of the now
super-cheap Syquest EZ135 drives. Now
there's an idea for a feature!

Chris Appleton (Pure Amiga),
chrisgfuchal.demon_co.uk, Pure Amiga -
hftp://www.pureamiga.co.uk

You are correct in saying that the Amiga I200's
interface is unbuffered. There is some risk of
devices not working with longer IDE cables,
However, the concerns of damage resulting from
longer cables and 3.5" hard drivesICD-ROMs have
been overstated and such combinations work for
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of view article (Dec issue) regard-
ing the worth of cover disks. I
was compelled by an inner force
to write and agree whole heart-

or of the month
. e d l y  with Lisa that to covermount any program, game or utility
only incite people to buy the full unrestricted ver-

*on.
i Apar t  from being an incentive to buy the magazine

e same also applies to the program on the cover
'sk. I have, in the past, purchased full programs and
' mes and the likes of Wordworth and Worms on the
rength of a preview of the program on a cover disk.

.- I  suppose it's comparable to test driving a car prior
to purchase or testing a sample of new chocolate bis-
cuit at the supermarket before stocking your cup-
boards full of stuff. Sure there are certain demos of
programs which get used but are never upgraded to the tuil version. The old 'suck it and
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e couldn't agree more. Games such as Worms and AR3D II have appeared on numerous cover disks
it hasn't done their sales any harm. Quite the opposite, in fact, as Team 17 will testify.
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thousands of Amiga users. There is no doubt that a
buffered interface is the better option and
Eyetech's unit is indeed good value for money for
the guarantee of reliability that it will bring. For
those looking to connect several devices to the
Al200's IDE port, it represents a good buy and
offers sound peace of mind,

Amiga-Apple  d i lemma
After reading your November Issue I found a
very funny two page advert from 'Gordon
Harwood Computers' advertising Apple
Machines. It's sad how companies which are
selling Amiga computers and products can be
so low as to use the actual Amiga situation to
sell another platform but the worse bit is the
advert itself. I could go on about all the
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incredible claims that the ad makes but I
won't waste time on an ad like this.

If Amiga is dead, why do companies like
Viscorp, Eagle or Phase5 want to buy it after
Escom? Netscape E Microsoft are also plan-
ning to develop their Web Browsers (Explore'
and Navigator) for the Amiga. Why are they
are so interested?

To any undecided and worried Amiga
users out there: before buying a new and
expensive system, don't throw Out your
beloved Amiga. Wait until the PPC Amiga
from Phase 5 arrives, we'll see which com-
puter needs to make such a crap advert to
gain users

Miguel Ramos, Spain,

Everyone is free to make their own buying deci-
_sions, but we feel that CU Amiga readers are
knowledgeable enough to know that an Apple
Mac is certainly not an ideal replacement for an
Amiga. You may be surprised to hear we use
Apple Macs at the CV Amiga offices. We use
them because we are part of a large publishing
company which runs a totally Mac-based publish-
ing system, Yes, for DTP they are the industry
standard. However, the Mac's infuriating operat-
ing system is a million miles from that of the
Amiga, Did you know a Mac won't even let you
open up a CU or Shell window or use anything
approaching a DOS shell? That's because Macs
are made for people who don't like computers.
The Amiga is made for computer lovers! We
could fill an entire magazine with examples of
how the amigo outshines the Mac in so many
areas, but that would be rather negative in itself
There really is no comparison, so don't be fooled.

G r o w  up
It's all very well people writing to the maga-
zines such as CU telling users to grow up and

get with the real world. I believe it is VIScorp
who need to get with it. They cannot afford to
play the spoilt brat any longer and continue
to mess potential licensees about over
whether they can have licences or not, or
whether they can put the Amiga name to
their product.

A prime example is the new machine
under development by Phase 5. If Viscorp
keep ignoring this system and throwing hur-
dles in Phase 5's way, delaying its comple-
tion, one of two things will happen. (1) They
will develop the system and sell it to a com-
petitor, Apple Mac for instance, or (2) they
will produce it themselves under their own
name and develop a system that is in the
style of the Amiga but without the name.
One example of this is the BeBox, even if it is
a bit expensive at the E2000 mark (see any
Mac magazine!!)

So in short, VIScorp:
1) Do riot offend the third party developers.
They keep the Amiga alive as you mess
about and without their support we don't
stand a chance.
2) You must look at other systems with an
open mind and remember time is short. We
NEED a new machine arid fast, and if Phase
5 do get their machine off the ground for
about E1000 -  E1500 I for one will buy it,
whether it an Amiga or not.
3) STOP thinking that the Amiga is so good
that people will wait indefinitely for a new
one and that the Amiga community will put
up with your behaviour. We won't as Escom
know to their peril!!!

Spencer Gibson, Loughborough, Leics.
Email:GibsongEnterprise.net

Steve The Nutter, Emailand.

Still shopping around l i t
Continuing our campaign to find out
who the best Amiga stockists are,
please take time to fill in the follow-
ing form. We should have a complete
comprehensive list soon.
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Thank you for taking the time out to fill in
this form. lielp keep the Amiga alive.
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III hay Hognaa is
CU Amite

Hagazioes

The  be s t  a s pe c t  o f  9 6  w a s  t he  'c a r r y
on regardless '  a t t i t ude  o f  us  a ll, de s pite

t he  A m iga 's  c ont inua l  m i s m a n a g e m e n t . , ,

Here  t o  s tay

If there's anything that 1996 proved,
it demonstrated just how big the
Amiga community is. I don't think any
other platform could have survived
the past year. The combination of
sporadic ownership changes (which
seem to be still continuing), no new
machines coming out and little or no
games software would have damp-
ened even the most dedicated com-
puter enthusiast's ardour. But the
Amiga breed are made of sterner
stuff. Users as well as the remaining
companies are still incredibly loyal to
the platform.

Despite all the pitfalls that 1996
threw our way we still saw some
great games coming out on the
Amiga when others had written it off
as a games platform. Worms and,
more recently, Chaos Engine 2
proved that the Amiga is very viable
and capable as a games platform.
And the fact that Championship
Manager 2 already has tons of pre-

p a i d ordersshowsthattheAmiga

•  Lisa Collins is
CU atop alasallat's

Calmly !Mar

by Tony Horgan
You might think it rather strange to be
reading a retrospective piece about
1996 when we're already a couple of
weeks into '97. The reason for this
timing is because most similar articles

by Lisa Collins

4  4 In t he  fa c e  o f  a ll t he  pit fa lls  t ha t  1 9 9 6
t h r e w  our  w a y  w e  still s a w  s om e  gr e a t
ga m e s  c om ing  o u t  on  t he  A m iga .

that appear in monthly mags during
December will have been written
around about October due to the long
production and distribution times
involved, so most of those are taking
complete guesses at what might have
happened over the two most impor-
tant months of the year. which is a bit
rubbish really. Anyway, on with the
eary-eyed stroll down short term
memory lane.

Overall it's been a much better
year for the Amiga scene than most
had envisaged. Not only did we see
the continued development of some
key software titles (Image FX,
OctaMED SoundStudio, Photogenics
and Personal Paint to name a few) but
we've actually been witness to some
totally new software packages. Art
Effect and Draw Studio have been
notable examples.

On the hardware side there's also
been healthy development from third
parties with numerous CD-ROM
solutions, a stream of ever-cheaper
and faster accelerators, a couple of
new 16-bit sound cards, not to men-
tion all kinds of little widgets from
small developers across the globe.

Games-wise things have been
more sedate, but there have certainly
been some highlights along the way,

like Worms TDC, Alien Breed 3D 2,
Chaos Engine 2 and XTReme Racing.

Phase 5's announcement of their
A\Box project has given new hope to
all who are sceptical of any worth-
while outcome from the Amiga
TechnologiesNIScorp deal.

Perhaps the best aspect of 96 was
the 'carry on regardless' attitude of us
all despite the Amiga's continual mis-
management. Oh, and the increasing
CD-equipped readership telling us our
CU Super CDs are wonderful. That
means a lot to us.

And so we come to the downers of
the year. You don't need me to tell you
the Amiga's perpetual state of limbo
has cast a shadow over the whole
scene, but I just did anyway. For one
reason or another, sales of top Amiga
games have not matched their poten-
tial this year. XTreme Racing is one
example: it should have sold by the
truckload but in the end it never really
did. And then of course there was the
Walker, the new Amiga that never
made it further than a single proto-
type displayed at a couple of comput-
er shows.

But hey, just take a look at all those
'uppers' and you'll see that really, 96
was a pretty good year all in all. I cer-
tainly enjoyed it. I hope you did tool•

games community is still out there
waiting to snap up any decent games
that are due out.

Perhaps, one drawback to 1996
was that some companies saw the
departure of other bigger players in
the software industry as a chance to
cash in on a games-starved market.
This entrepreneurial activity would
not have been such a bad thing if the
games that, some of these compa-
nies churned out were of any quality.
Unfortunately, 1996 saw lots of
games that really shouldn't have
been released onto the commercial
market. Thankfully, we had some
stonking good games to make up
for this and Minskies Furballs came
in just at the end of 1996 to prove to
us that all is not lost yet.

Finally, the announcement of a
new machine at the end of 1996,
hopefully heralds good things for
1997. Rest assured CU Amiga
Magazine will be there to chart
its progress.



POINTS OF VIEW

by Mat  Battinson
It's difficult to sum up my thoughts
on the last year. On one hand it
represented another major let down
for the Amiga; Amiga Technologies
promised the Walker only to fall foul
of the parent company Escom's
liquidation before we ever even got
to see the machine in all its finished
and final glory.

We all saw machines being briefly
remanufactured, only to fail at the
last hurdle. More promises made and
then snatched away. This seemed to
be the recurring theme of '96,
Increasing numbers of commercial
software developers gave up the

by Andrew Corn
1996 has not been good to the
Amiga. More and more software
companies have abandoned the
machine, magazines are falling by
the wayside, and support for the
platform in the high-street has almost
gone. There seems less and less
reason for optimism as the weeks go

ghost as we all sat and waited for
the Amiga to enter into yet another
age of darkness_

Yet amazingly I can't be gloomy
about the year gone by and here's
why. The shareware and comms
scene kept up as it always had. We
saw an explosion of Amiga users get-
ting on-line and a resurgence of
development of Internet software
such as Web browsers.

The massive success of the June
1996 issue Internet book/deal was
more than I could have hoped for.
The Amiga and the Internet suddenly
became a major part of the market,
not a niche. Now my phone lies quiet
on my desk (well, almost) while my
Email folders absolutely bulge with
incoming mail.

The Internet wasn't the only
growth area for the Amiga. there was
also the CD phenomenon. What we
started with the Aminet CD cover-
mount on our November '95 issue
led the entire market into something
nobody, least of all us, saw coming.
Monthly CDs! We started off with
painstakingly hand-crafted CDs, I still
laugh when reading the hidden
matreadme files. And from these
humble beginnings we grew the CD
side of our magazine into a thriving
and booming industry. Now with
monthly CDs it's a much more
streamlined operation. With the help
of Neil Bothwick our CD compiler,

by. But in an odd sort of way this
may be exactly why the Amiga
continues to survive.

The Amiga's previous success has
always s been due to its cheap entry
level price. Marx would have
approved of the Amiga; he would no
doubt hayie considered it the peo-
ple's computer. Want to some DIP?
DTV? Make music? Do 3D graphics?
It's all there and ready to go for an
amount you can afford. Putting
power in the hands of the masses
and all that

The problem is that it isn't as
cheap as it used to be. Mass produc-
tion in the PC market has made this
the platform of cheap computing
power, For the cost of an Al200 with
a decent hard drive and monitor you
can buy a Pentium which is compara-
ble in speed to an '060, and they'll
throw in 8Mb or so, a larger hard
drive, CD-ROM, sound card etc.

Escom probably had this in mind
when they designed the Walker.
Amiga die-hards complained about
the low specs by today's
standards, but it was never meant to

4 4  For  w h a t  t he  foolis h we r e  c a lling a
de a d m a r k e t  the r e  w a s  c e r ta inly  e nough

t o  k e e p m e  busy. 4
) ,
the Amiga now has the best cover-
mounts of any platform ever. For
what the foolish were calling a dead
market there was certainly enough to
keep me busy!

Overall, in 1996, Amiga users got
wired to the Internet. bought
CD-ROM drives and powerful accel-
erators. Now we face a new year
with our hot-rod Amigas -  a year that
looks set to promise new hope in the
form of Phase 5's unbelievably pow-
erful A\BOX. This machine had me
drooling over the specs just as I did
when I first read about the Amiga
in 1986.

So for 1997 we have to look for-
ward to replacing the aged 680x0
with the mighty Power PC. Clock
speeds in the hundreds of megahertz
and the Siamese FITG system meld-
ing our machine to PC so we can
again be a part of the mass market,
Yet more brilliant affordable commer-
cial and shareware software and on
the glowing horizon, the mighty
A\BOX looms; threatening to teleport
us to a new dimension of computing
ecstasy. Gosh it's enough to bring a
tear to my eye.

compete with PCs as it was meant to
sell for half the cost. People no
longer expect computers to be
cheap. The Amiga users of tomorrow
are the people who have stuck with
the machine through the last few
lean years, the ones who are willing
to put up with the inconvenience of

4 4  The  A-Box  m ight  jus t  be  t he  m a c hine
w e  ha v e  be e n wa i t ing  f or  a n  A m iga
f o r  t h e  s e r i o u s  A m i g a  u s e r .

high-street invisibility and poor
software support because they know
if they put in the money and effort,
their Amiga will do things for them
that would be a nightmare to get
another machine to do.

The A\13ox might just be the
machine we have all been waiting
for, a niche machine, an Amiga for
the serious Amiga user, not for the
people. It's a pity it isn't the people's
computer any more, but that's the
way things go. •

•  Mat Sadism is
CU Amigo blagaziee'sTechnical Editor.

•  Andrew Cara is
CU Amiga Magazine's
sew Stan Writer
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CinemalLI 3 is a major upgrade to this easy-to-ow
and extremely pinvertul graphics package th e  changes
increase the functionality and speed of the package Loan
extremely high level, while the price remains truly affordable
Some of the features of Cinema4D version 3 are
• T h e  major internal workings of Chinna40 have been optimised resulbng in a

substantial increase in speed m a n y raytracing operations are now up to 30 timestaster than before
• I  he pastage has support fur many new output file formats including VitmciowsIIMP. TIFF and tPFG,
• L e n s  glares are implemented, the. is Like kmking at it bright light source through a

camera which creates realistic camera special effects The lens flare is actually a light
source in itseti which allows some great-looking effects to be achieved. A simplelens flare preview is available.

• T h e r e  are many other light source additions and additional effects such as
lens glows, lens reflections, effects at margins and randomising of rays

• Ad d it io n a l CyberGraphlS support -now allaws hall 24-bit colour rendering• Ext e n d e d  user interface

• Cirsema4D requires 3Mb RAM, 052y, a hard drive and is fully multi- E 1 9 9tasking and estrernsity configurabk.
Upgrade _from Version 2 Only E39.95!

DiskMagir is the friendliest
his manager on the Amiga
and now version 2 takes
this fine product to new
heights cif useability and
lunctionality -probably the
easiest-to-use and uncut
versatile file management
uti l i ty  on the Amiga Here's
some of the things that you can expect!
• Su p p o r t  for LZX archive format, the

new standard in Amiga compressinn.
• M a n y  new functions including super-

fast delete command, extra illistype
Options, additional AReex. commands
and internal functions.

• N e w  output window preference -
• F i l e  ene iv r inn .
ifiskMagac 2 comes compfiite wath
a Library of irons for gadgets and

comprehenso C LIWT manual.

kmg last theme is a new, and extremely
powerful. C compiler for the Arnfibi at the right
price C
-  •  
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v e
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p e
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and Lite; here's a brief Ins at features:
The Compiler compiles at high speed
in line with the AT&T 10 C4 -  standard,
is AReasi, controllable, integrates seamlessly with
the editor, includes a prolest manager and generates code
for boopo-aNnu and the tA58le2 FPU. CU version included

• T h e  Editor uses multi-windows, is syntax-serisitive, handles as many tiles as you
Like, includes an AResx interface and supports full keyboard shortcuts.

• T h e  CC 4 ia Debointer (I)eveloper only uses multi-windows, with drag-and-
drop technology, allows breakpoints. variable tracking and much more.

• T h e  Devpac 3 Assemble/ is included for low-level work.
• T h e  Easy Object Library iOeveloper only I is included which eases rekturre

handling and use of data structures (lins, large arrays ete.), along with BCR31511
support, error handling with exceptions and nnhne documentation.

he Hot Help (Developer only) system can be activated at any time and
eaves you lu ll,  expandable online help even with an ARess pun.

ItiSoft C a -  requires 4lafb RAM. 0S2x up and a hard dials

lo order any of the products on this page, or any other HiSoft
product for the Amiga (and we have over 40 titles for your

computer!) just Freecall 0500 22.3(i60 armed with your credit or
debit card. Postage is normally -  44 within the UK or £6 for a
guaranteed next day service (for goods in stock), Alternatively

you can write to us or order through our web page. i HiSoft 1996.

The Old School, Greenfield
Bedford MK45 5DE UK
Tel: +44 (0)1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716

email: salesOloisa t•cauk
web page: Wir l i th IS Ol f.c o.uk

MesliaMagic is a superb new product for designing arid playing
quality presentations on your Amiga. at the right price.
• M e d ia / Am p
- s p o r t s  
a n  
i n t e r a
c t i v e ,  
u s e r
-
f r i e
n d l y  
a
n
d

intuitive interface so that building presentabians becomes1 t 1 ; 1 -  •a pay. Fully compatible with graphic cards
• T h e  MediaMagic editor USTS drag.andsdrop for easy,

hierarchical positioning of objects and allows the editing
of several scripts at once
You can use all .r f n  of graphic images in n o r  masterpiece
with MrdiaMagic's support fur all FFE-ILBM data formats.
including ILBM•24, which are converted to IIAMf, or HAMS autiarnatically.

• Y o u  can incorporate a wide variety of music & voice samples to liven up your
presentation: MediaMagic support, common musk modules such as Sound.,
ProsNoi9etracker as welt as Octamed and °m imed PTO fb voice) & ILSVX files.

• Wo r k in g  with animations is easy with MediaMagic's support for IFF
-animations in AnimS, Anim7 and Animal formats.
Hominess charts can be created directly In the program

• O S  2...x and OS 3.ia compatible , simple controls, fully multitasking.
• R e q u ire s 2-Mb RAM, 052s up and hard disk recommended.

E7995 E 1 6 9Developer
IA* V e r s i o nver,•• .

TermiteTCP now
E39.95!

IBrawse 1.2
Released!

CD-ROM Prices
Slashed!

, Roane, write or email
morr

The SMD-100 is a brilliant new concept for
home entertainment. Long your existing
SCSI CD-ROM. you can now access the
world of Digital Video - superb 2.4-bit quality
video with crystal-clear In-bit sound Here*
what you can du with the SMD-100:

Play any Vides.CD C O - i  Movie
through you
r 
A m i g a  
m o n
i t o r  
o
r

through your home TV set
Use the supplied remote control to skip
track, instantly, to vww your favourite
scenes in silky-smooth slow motion. to
grab a frame with the nick-solid pause
facility and move speedily through the
film with  the fast forward and rewind
functions
tlse theSMD-Itil as part of your Amiga
a-CSI chain OT lake at along with your
CD drive, nest to your normal
triirsision, for all-the-fami/y viewing.

There are many hundreds of VisieuCD titkis
available, all leatured in our 20-page. MIL
cntour catalogue The SMD- I
VideoCOMPRI player - a command
performance, time after time, alter tams,



SERIOUSLY

MEMORY S I MMS

L 159.9:

4MB S1MM 72-PIN £19.95
8MB S I MM 72-PIN f 39.95
16MB S1MM 72-PIN f99 95
32MB S I MM 72-PIN f199.55
1 x  8 30-PIN 115.95
4 x  8 30-PIN 139 9 ;

BLIZZARD SO BARE L 159.9:
BLIZZARD 50 4MB £189.95
BLIZZARD SO 8MB L 2

1
0 9
.
9 5

BLIZZARD SO 16MB 1239.95

VIPER 33 MKII  BARE f129.95
VIPER 33 MKII  4M8 f159.95
VIPER 33 MKII  8MB E179.95
VIPER 33 MKII  16MB f199_95

68030 2 5 MHZ I NCLUDI NG 2 5 MHZ FPU £99.95
68030 33MHZ INCLUDING 33MHZ FPU E139.95
68030 SOMHZ INCLUDING 33MHZ FPI/ CLOCKED UP TO SOMHZ 1189.95

20M1-12 FPU PLCC 120.95
33MHZ FPU P1CC 139.95
40MHZ FPU PLCC f60.95
50MH2 FPU PLCC 179.95

E C O N O M Y
ACCELERATOR

BOARD_
ECONOMY BOARD

FALCON BOARDS

FALCON 68040RC 25mHZ1279.95

VIPER BOARDS

The V iper 33 can hav e up t o
128MB RAM ins talled,  f u l l
Kicks tart  remapping,  o p t io n a l
SCSI-II adaptor, on-board battery
backed clock, 68882 co-processor
opt ion,  ins t ruc t ion  and data
burst modes.

VIPER 33 MKII  SCSI ADAP.f6915

S P E C I A L
O F F E RBLIZZARD BOARDS

68030 SOMHz accelerator board with
up to 128MB of  RAM ins tallable.

ALL INCLUDE 4MB RAM

FAST

CO-PROCESSORS

FPU's c o mp le t e  w i t h  c ry s ta l.
State f o r  B liz z ard c ompat ib i l i t y .

VIPER MK I  SCSI-ADAPTOR 179.95

GVP 68060/68040

A 68060  ac c e le ra t o r  b o a rd  f o r
t he  A200014000 r u n n in g  a t
SOMHZ and al lowing up to
128mb of  use ins ta llab le memory
and a SCSI 2 hard disk  c ont ro ller.

A2000 68040 25MHZ f 4 8 9 . 9 5
A2000 68040 40MHZ 5 8 9 . 9 5
A2000 68060 OMB RAM 1699,95
A4000 68060 OMB RAMI 799. 95
4MB GVP RAM ADD £ 1 5 9 . 9 5

A500 68020EC

A 68020EC processor accelerator
card for  the A500 and A500+,
wi t h  an  o p t i o n  t o  fi t  a 68881
or 68882 co•processor (PICC
OR PGA). This card can fi t up
to 4M8 FastRAM and is fully
auto-config.  Not compatible
with GVP Hard Drive.

68020EC OMB RAM f 9 9 . 9 5
68020EC 4MB RAM [ 1 8 0 , 9 5

PRICES INC. VAT

S P E C I A L
X4 SPEED CD-ROM

INC.SQUIRREL AND FREE SOFTWARE

FOR THE AMI G A 60011200

[ SEE OPS AD FOR ORDER F O RM]

-TURBO 620

t oo. .
TURBO BOARDS

Perf o rmanc e 10 t imes  o f  a
standard A600 68020 CPU
clocked at 28MHZ,  68882 FPU
c loc k ed a t  28MHZ,  u p  t o  8MB
FastRAM, autoconfigurating.
Socket f o r  7 2 -p in  S I MM.

f119. 95

Perf o rmanc e 25 t imes  o f  a
s tandard A l2 0 0 .  68040 CPU
with 25MHZ.  Up to 32MB
FastRAM. autoconfigurating,
socket f o r  7 2 -p in  S I MM.

TURBO 1240 25MHZ 4MBE269.95

I O F F E R

E179•95

E99.95

Performance 40 times of a
standard Al200.  68060 CPU
wi t h  SOMHZ. Up  t o  32MB
FastRAM, autoconfigurating,
socket for  72-pin S1MM.

TURBO 1260 50MHZ +8m8E499A5

Performance 3 t imes  of  a s tandard
A4000/040. 68040 CPU wi th
40MHZ. Up to 128MB PastRAM,
autoconfigurating,  4 sockets
for 72-pin SIMM. Specify desktop
or t o w e r  v ers ion .

TURBO 4040 40MHZ [ 4 6 9 9 5

Performance CS time o f  a
standard A4000/040, suitable
for the A3000 and A4000. 68060
CPU w i t h  50MHZ,  u p  t o  1 2 8 Mb
PastRAM, autoconfigurating,  4
sockets for 72-pin SIMM.
Specify desktop or tower version.

TURBO 4060 50MHZ 1 6 9 9 , 9 5

01234 2 7 3 0 0 0
POWER CO MP UTI NG  L T D
,

UNI T 8 0  S I NGER W A Y

WOBURN ROAD IND.  ESTATE
KEMPSION MK4 2  7PU
TEL: 01234 273000
FAX:01234 352207

EMAIL: sa les ttpowerc .
demon.co.uk


