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Dream
Wiach

Amazing A\box super-computer is COMINE
Expert opinions and predictions inSiflgs

U

On your CD-ROM:

* Design Works. Create cofi JJ
technical illustrations witii’ Base. %’i

* Worms — The Director’s Guit extrds|

e Even more Imagine 4.0 extras §

Utilities, mods, graphics, games, défos...

T i

CD-ROM ©
Edllll]l‘l

(1.5 D disk editsom also

No CD-ROM? Ask your Newsagent!




Low COSTDELIVERY  Tel: 0113 231-9444 R I uce

Late Might Opening
e o g g £3.99 [[EASY ACCESS FROM M61, M1 and A : SH WRUUM
till 7.30pm eNextWeek Day £5.99 - Flnsr s : ¢
#Saturday Delivery £15.00 f DM _7"2"“"' : %

Delivery subject to stock availability

SHOWROOM ADDRESS: [l — ] m ﬁ
FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE, 'l ; :

DEPT. CU. UNIT 3, ARMLEY PARKCT, e
STANNINGLEY RD, LEEDS, L512 2AE. "'""- gH_ ﬁ &

F l RST :'.' L= l v .m.-.n—-m .—mx;-r;s-.;-;ur;;;m . DFENTDA?SR WEEK
3ric . r y-paning oo cewire | which Pibst) Arraiey pratory.
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Amiga . - Ultra CD ROM Drives || FHiSoftomb-190
A1200 _ Magic Pack 4 X £169.99 Only!! £195.99

i e - Inc.170Mb HD 8 X £199.99 || MyeCamS

+ Carrie Maost Gu= | L1300
el P & ScalaMM300 e 10 X £219.99 | e
Pinball Mania & Whizt. o T " Includes same software pack as ’ Kit No Drive | |52 oy Lo e T
Wpﬂ'mmi.ndm 3 e‘"“ ::::’"'I'Gu'"u Fis 3:-! ::f?l 234,547

Very Limited Stocks Scala MM300(Req,. 4Mb). £119.99 o
A\"ﬂ'llﬂbn‘ﬂ, Eﬂn‘"}’ £3 69 9 Quick & Easy to install, fits via the Internal IDE oty Chamyang, oo rmys ::L‘m:r::'d‘:u
Fl.ll‘l‘.'hﬂ'se Re:ﬂmmended £469 99 | Connector, does not interfere with existing H.D. } Lots More Available J

When . ] 1 (1 SCSI1CD ROM Drives |
(T ] M1438S Monitor Dnly!! 259, 09 et | BN oo ssvainms 23998
CD ROM Drives| | Toshiba370|Burspeed  £175.99

First Starter Pack m The PrimaATOM PSU 9 ,Hd] NEC CDR-141085peed  £197.99

® A1 200 dust cover Heavy Duty PSU _ £69.9% .?:::E:;::;:ﬂ:: i SCSI Controllers

; Pi .2
& |0 x DSDD disks + labels All for| | o High Quality 200 Watt PSU. ”ﬁ“m"? w:w & Own Internal PSU | TW . - GVP 4008+ Oktagon SCSI £99.99

# Top qualicy joystick only ® Colour Co-Ordinated Casing. e=ipher ® Fast 5CSI Transfer Rates |£139, e Big s g =g nmup-w:- SCH Coneraliers

# Deluxe mouse mat ® 4xThe queru{'ﬁ.td BArmiga PSU “ﬁ"' the ® |2 Month YWarran 4 X Speed Soauirrel/Surf Squirrel £45.00/£75.
£19.99 £ Pl e Lok i Speed ] |

#IxAll00 games AmF Fed ® 11 MonthW *f SCS5| Controller is Reguired to connect Drive® Whan perchased wich 3 C0 ROH Drive or Miden

Hard Drives i Sq uirrel l/face

3.5" Hard Disk Drives 2.5" Hard Drives for A600/ _ : . — . * :

A1 200 with installation kit
IDE 5Csl .
ine. software, screws, cabl L ~
§40Mb...£ |1 17.99 270Mb....£99.99 e
Sulf Squlrrel

850Mb...£ 113.99 540Mb...£ 149.99| (7T o . New
LOBGIg.£160.99 1.08Gig.£249.99] |C Seagate coxnzr|ill B _ © Hispecd serial por
2.1 Gig..ih'!'l‘?.?'? 2.1 Gig..£319.99 80Mb......L77.99 130Mb....L74.99 [ # Autobooting HD

&1 X 1MIMb cartridge

170Mb....£99.99 250Mb..£119.99 .

= ) o - i -!cslm.-:uu tar may be a D Coat-

Build Your Own 40Mb..£129.99 540Mb..L149.99 Multi-Sync Monitors ?ﬂ;ﬁmﬁifﬁu‘%sm
B

el e et 14" 1435...L169.2% .&mlgaExternaldrwe £44.99 Squirrel

A1 200/600 internal drive £39.99 From only *£4 5,00 ™ percme

with SC5] devies)

IT" I Tn I "“"ES!Q'?? AS00/500+iInternal drive £39.99 £54.99 w purchased separately

# 5C51 Hard Drive, Select from above| [ 3.5" Hard Drive Install Kit£) 9.9
® 5C51 Squirrel Interface £45.00 Includes set up softwars, cables and full
# 12 Manth Warra i instructions, o Hard Drive,

® 5C51 case with builtin PSUEL65.99 - - — j II-I%!:I Piu;!g:l::.::gtgn;p?e?;a; Amitek 1.76Mbdrive £69.99 ® SCSI-ll interface

suprafF 2 Xmodem Modems

V34+ Fax| "m A 1200 RAM (CAccelerator Cards
i Viperll-33 £129.99
|Sporister Voice Modem [fi| LLLEY Expansion | veets, ...
a = Amazing Price/Performance pecial pricel! ; Blizzard 1230-50Mhz  £159.99
® 14,400 D t-.'ll 400 Fa #1336 Baud Rate®Class | Fax Al2002MB RAM £74.99|  Upro I28Hb RAM, FPU Socket & /T cock
#33,600 nm.uﬂnn Fax SBABT & CE approved. Al2004 MB RAM £76.99 Blizzard 1260-50 £579.99
£161.99 . . on £ I I 9 99 Al2008 MB RAM £93.99 Uip o M RAM, MIMU & FPU & RIT Clodk
. ;,E';:‘,:'.:n:;n;':";;’;7.";';’;,‘,.'::.,,,";!,',,“ ...Z' s A1200 IMB/33MhzCoPro  £95.99| Blizzard SCSI Module £89.9%
= cables & Amiga N-comm Software A12002MB/33Mhz Co Pro £100.99 68882-313Mhz PLCC £34.99
a SurfWare Amiga SurfWare bundle when A12004 MB/33MhzCoPro  £102.99 a5 soehz PCA
f%ware pack- & g, Pigrggedem A12008 MB/33Mhz CoPro__ £120.99) 68882-50Mhz P -
The complete software sui ekl . ’ . / i
e nosts. | |Bargeins MASSIVE PRICE REDUCTIONS | (AS00/600 RAM Expansiol
:q::tnflrm -Dw:ebamm V32Bis 14.4 Fax Modem £49.99 2Mb 72 Pin SIMM £14.99] A500512kRAMnoclock
ey (V22Bis 2400/9600 Modem/Fax £24.99) 4Mb 72 PinSIMM £17.99| AS500+1 MbRAM
Only £2?'99 J Modem Accessories 8Mb72Pin5IMM £32.99 A&00 | Mb RAM no clock
16 Mb 72 pin SIMM £75.99

i 1 | Phone Line Extension Cables... : T
rfsﬂfﬁfnﬁ'ﬂhfﬁwﬂirﬁm 5M.£6.99 10M.£8.99 I5M.£10.99 IMb 30 pin SIMM AERTIEN Part exchange available

Computers with a Fax/Data Modem. Dual Socket Adaptor..........L0.99 256x4 DRAM Er_'a.ch £4.99 on your old memory

Printers

RI-I'EIT‘JI‘I 5 I a
nk C: B5
()a.ll (‘ II | f E‘ E;i jN Citizen SwiftABC mano 0o et s‘:rﬂ'-""dg
[ # ' Citizen Swilti ABC colour 129y Canan B 10/Star 5

Seylus 500 Colour £149.59 Sear LES0 mono ribban i4.99 CanonB|208130

r—f"‘”"“ Bji0 L159.99 RITE 728 dpl, dppr Black, Jppm Colour Sear LC | 100 mane £1.69 E::EI’: :ij.]:ur?n‘::;lj[a ek

inter, 10 page ASF uiitin B L Stylus 200 Colour £179.99 Sear LC 107100 colour £7.%9
Canan BJCTOColour 4ol B O Taadgk . poniash, ypen ol Star LCT40¢ colour PSR v sl e
c 1I1:|‘:E;%TE:I:?L|1 £l'§| 1.99 .I'H:L': Colour printer E129.99 Stylus 200 L139.99 El.r tEl::&mU . F -:_E Canan B)C 4000 mono (single) £6.9%

Birrapie {an saay s ABC o wne T4 pin printe, 710 g, 2. Sppm Black, Colour Upgradeabl. tar LCI40 rons s Canon BJC 4000 mono high cap £18.99 Bulk DSDD

Colour Prister, T10 des wh - =10 L13.99 i B61E7.9
I:1n|:||-HjC4'I{II.'.|{_-::-|nur {27199 :m.n;ﬂ:rgh:’hww-nm»: ket oo eylus Pro £186.99 :;ﬁ“il:s!;rlﬂiﬁ:iﬂfoﬁmis ._|'; -;:; Canon BJC &00e monadcal £8.9% 7 ¥ |0y £3,49 |00 x £16.00

alit i = H
by eolousifans maans printing Tl lé0apl.  Cir Projet llc L164.99 THaTI0 dpl, Puobo Rual quality sy Chciman Fristha mosalcol Ay
f,'l.n-::-n B C 200G nlour £154 o Ijtllnilﬂlr;du l{ll e  a PRGNS T-5000 Scanmer Ii3]? 99 PREMIER-IMK HP. Deskjet 140 mono : £11.98 :: E :‘::’39 5;3“ :ﬂ-:-.
[ S ——_ Auts ghat feadamr,HP Deskgen emalation.  Enory level &l Colsur Flached Scansar. Cartridge Refills HP.Deskjet 500 monolcal, E' THE2S9 o 5 “
Canon B C&20 Colour [_34 Epson GT-8500 Scanner £479.99 e B o et il i ol HP. Deskjer 660 monalcel. (1] #7L15.97 Branded DSDD

99
1 ! 4050 dipi Fuly Seatured fud Flagbed Soaneer bubbbe jo tibile with the HP Devkj HP. Deskjer 850C monolcol, £27.4%/L26.59
T T Y HEWLETT b - verien. Canon B10A0/801 10209300338,  Epson Stylus manalcol. £13.991€27.99 10x£4.99
pACKApD Miscellaneous Scar S48, Crtizen Prajes and muny othars Epsen Stylus Col. s monaleol L 1T 99/014.95 W=Ll399
IL e Printer SwitchBox 1 way {17, Single refills {21rml) EE.FY  Siar S)144 mana/cobsur {single) £1.9% gulk DSHD
g q r HP400 Colour £154.99 |Printer Stands {Universal) Twin refills (Admil) LILFY  printer Dust Covers £5.9% i
j'L Full Caluur, §03% 108 spi mona, 1082100 dgi Cal. | |8 Matre printer cable Three colour kit (S6ml) Li9.9% 19xE3.09

[MICHGCHICE] HP&s0 Colour £2219.9% |3 Metre printer cable Full colawr kit [B8ml) £27.9% Paper 0w L10.99
- § Metre printer cable Builk refills (V25 ml) £14.9% Fmfﬂmtflrrwmr{ccd}sl:lnsheeu (699 S0 L1699

D00 B30 g I ewbpape e N
StarLC90vpmmons  £75.99 HP890/693Col. (254.991£289.99 (o tilibN e Canie Laser Printer Supplies Fanfold (tractor feed) | 000sheets 1', j: Branded DSHD
ASE buiit n, push tractoe optionst vt el ey PN - Hewlott Packard Lasarjet 5L £45.99 Ef:smh::?“;ﬁf o 2 10%E599 100 uiddl
Studio 2 New version 211 Hewiatt Packard Lasarpat 5P £7°-99 (174930x£15.99 200 (AN

Sl..!rLI:Id-l:lfup..er LB5.9% youuion dpiuptes 5
plplen mons, Jpieim cobsir E ingle sheet 1000 sheets
ASF bullie, 4 LG onts. HP 5L Laser printer £369.99 | I rou wamt 1o gt the best peaibin revuie Himdas P o Single sheet | 2000 sheets £21.49 50 £23.99 500 :xCIBH

Star 5] 44 caiour 13999 4pipm from LA of Studie”, 1
iy s . HPF 6P Laser pri 60999 | L4995 or £44.95 when i gyt b T8 88 B P g (10) ¢3.99 Disk labels x500 (&

Cobeur thurmal tranvier pristar, low russing HP 6P Laser printer rpack(10)
iy e P g R T purchased with a Printer, Wster suppied for all Fetor High quality Inkiet Pape r{300) | ¢10.99 Disk labels x| 000 £8

Printer Switch Box 2way Fuli range of colours avallabls Epson Stylus 500 monoicol. £ -& PR S0 x L21.99
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‘VIDI Amiga 24 {RT}"'

Colour Real Time
Amiga video
capture system

I::l'-|'|||.l|:1\|i!|' & SYHS inputs.
Time Laps® remote grabhbing
BMRTIFF & PCX File Support
Load/Save 14 Bit ILBM & Anirma

£139.99
VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) Pro

Professional Colour
Real Time Amiga
| video capture system

- Composite & SYHS inputs
18.7 millian codour prabbing

' BMPETIFF, PCX, AMIM, ILBM

®  Protessing control & effects

£219.99

ErGAR ..

Coampatible with VHS & SYHS

Save & load in multiple fle formats

Suppart for virtual memory  Req, kickstart 104
Additional teletext facilities & 1.5Mb free memory

B £129.99

Technosound
Turbo 2 Pro

8/11 bit Stereo Sampler plus
many more advanced features

A bargain at nnl;r£

Mega-Lo-Sound
B bit direct-to-disk sampler
Great value only.. E 4.99

ProMIDI
(3 Interface

L3 B0 in, MIDI u....a.:. MIDH ¢

.Compa I || MID sofewars
= On y.f £17 9‘)
® 1 x Imetre MIDI cables £9.99

AURA 16/8
£74.99/1£29.99

med compatible
& or B bit stereo direct-to-disk

PCHCIA samplers

OctamedSound Studio

Lagest version of the best
[ i€ making program for the Amiga £11-99
\" e —

Wizard 560-dpi
Amiga Mouse

£12.49

“Alfa Data 400-dpi
Mega Mouse+

otrtre cos cone £12.99

®Extra Long Cable
2 Button Mega-Mouse E£9,99
i J

Mousemat 4mm £2.49
Zip Stick joystick £9.99
HﬂbﬂShift moussfjoyitick ywitch E ?;. P 9
Amiga Joystick £7.99
AmigaContol Pad  £9,99
Kickstart2.04/2.05 £24.99
CIA8520A1/Ochip £18.99
FPU25mhzPLCC £29.99
FPU33mhzPLCC £34.99

2
| Blitz Basic
Blitz Basic2. |

!':w.hr BASIC pmgm'nmlng

Genlocks

Genlnck 190

-

Genlnck 192

"£639.99

o

W& Only!! £99.99
Entry level Genlock

Final Writer 5
‘Word Processor/Publisher

Latest version of this award
winning software

only!! £72.99
Final Writer Lite

Requires Kickstart 1.04 or above,
1Mb of Ram and | Floppy Drive,
Hard Drive installable if desired.

£39.99

Firel Witter

Wordworth 6 CD

®Any Armiga 1.04 ar highers
®1Mb of Memary
LD Rom deive & HDrive

y P
i
li‘i' ®0n Line documentation

Wordworth 6 Office CDr

#'Wordworth § ®Datastere 1 80rganiser 1
¥ Matters 4

Fircal Wiirer

M",." off‘ce Integrated

Package

®¥ardprocessor 88preeduhest
®Database BGraphice® Dise Uilities

- __£46.99

Final Data £39. 99

| ® Requires Workbench 1.3 or more

1 11Mb of memaory & | Noppy drive.

AlfaData
Crystal Trackball

Only...£34.99

Amiga Modulator
£34 99

Amiga PSU
£34.99

[ Zydec Speakers

ZyFi-2...£26.99 !' %
(ZyFiPro.£57.99

[ Prima PSU

Iﬂﬂwatts of Pow

4% Standard PSU Power

Vista Pro Lite
Requires 2Mb of Ram
& Hard Disk With

£39.99 Opus 5.5 £45.99

Graphics
New!! Epson GT-5000

B Ad Flatbed sesmner
® 190 dpi eptical wean resnky
= @ In. PC Editing & OCH software

£339.99

T The Aevegas Fisge of compuism
req. sdditonal driver selMwerr and 3
Bedirscional parsliel cable

Epson GT-8500

Ied & SCH0 Interfare

EPSON. Only..id?? 99
Epson G'F?ODD

wnal Paraliel & SCS| i

rﬁ:ﬂ: eon#&ﬁﬂanar _“ £B?-99
Power Scan Col. f,: 74.99

L 24 bit colour scanner, |1£.7 mllics caloursy

Twist 2 £74.99

Relational Database

® Requires Workbench 1.1 or
above & IMb of memory

Final Calc £94.99[ |

® Requires Workbench 2.0 or
above, IMb of memory min,,
H.Disk with 5Mb of free space

TurboCalc 4 £49.99
Directory

® Requires Workbench 2.0
or above, and a Hard Drive

Other Titles Available
Disk Magic 213499 IBrowse £11.99
Maxon Magic £ 24,99 Met&Web ;1) 59
Devpac 3 £43.99 Met & Web i 7). 99
Gamesmith 79,99 Termite £3 .59
Hisoft BASIC 274399 Termite TCP £47.9%
Hisoft C++ ¢ | 49,99 LightwavelDy 479 49
High Speed Pascal ;49 99
Quarterback Disk Suite 134 99

\GB Route Plus & GB Route Edity79 g9

Graphics Software

(NewPhotogenics 2 CD
14-Bit

Graphics Manipulation
Requires 2chip/d fast

RAM minimum,

Hard Disk &

CD Rom Drive,

K.start 3.0 or higher.

only!! £89.99 |

CinemadD
£169.99

Amiga Ray-Tracing software
Req. IMb of RAM, and
Kickstart 2 or higher.

{Emrmmdld

Scala MM400
£279.99

Special Offers
X-CAD 2000........£9.99
VYista Pro Lite......£4.99
Full Retail Box and Manuals
Blitz Basic 2.1.....£29.99

Cables

Armiga- Serial Meowork cable f 74,99
Amiga Parnet rersilel Networke £ 4.99
Modem Cable 9-25/25-25 £9.99
Mull Medermn Cable £9.99
Amiga-VGA Monitor Adap. £4.99
Amiga-RF TV Cable £2.49
Amiga-CMB8833 Monitor £9.99
Amiga-TV Scart Cable £9.99
Printer Cable (1.8 metre) £4.99
Disk Drive/Monitor Ext. £]4.99
Analogue PC |.stick Adapt. £7,99
MousefJoystick Extension ¢£4.99
Mousel/joystick Autoswitch £9.99
MIDI Cables {3 metre x2) £9.99
Centronics-Centronics £9.99
SCSI D25-50 way Cent. £11.99
SCSI D25-50 way Micro-D £|5,99
S5CSl Adaptors from.. £15.99
SCSI Terminators from... £]9.99
Internal SCSI Cables from...£9.99
2.5" IDE Hard Drive Cable ¢5 99
Amiga-3.5" Hard Drive £18.99

Custom Cable Suppliers

For all your custom cable requirements

most cahl

Amiga CD ROM's

Delivery £1.50 per title or £3.99 for 4+

10TE Weird Textures §|358
ITHt & LSD Val. | Liree
ITB & LSDVoll 4799
ITBat & LSD Voll L1799
1TBix Collection Lin.ee
T8 Continuation |40
I7Bit Phase 4 e ]
I7Bit §th Dimension 795
1000 |FEG Textures {180
I 7Bic & LSD Yaol.2 L1759
D bmages/Objects in9e
AGA Experience | MFAy 1 99
AGA Experience T Ml |1 e
Amiga Developers COy | 3 99
Aiviga Repair Kit {15.99
Arvaber 4 £12.99
Amibes § £13.99
AuriMet 17 i1,
L1299
[AFA
[1FR L)
L1399
L1109
£11.9%

AmiMer 13
AmiMet 14
ArmiMer 15
AmiMet 14
AmiMet et |
AmiMNet Set 7
AmiMet Ser 1 E1.5%
Arcade Classics Plus {1 8%
Bfteers FE.]
Bissassing 1 L1599
Cid Garnes wl. | {15.9%
Chd Sendations v i 1699
CAM {11 %%
Card Games CO (kR ;]
CO-PD I 0599
Co-PD 1 £5.99
COFD 3 8.9
Colour Libsrary iB.ma
D Bom ii1.99
Dwrrsn Collection vl (g 59
Ernadators Unlimited 57 g
Encounters £l1.99
Epic Collection 1 Liree
Epéc int. E"wrlﬂwd'un "
Eric Schwartz C £14.99
LiLee
L1679
AFR
L1894
(LA L]

[ Amiga Developers CD Ver ||

£14.99
MEDmm‘hmhermmdqmmhrﬂu
Arrega. From Amsags Technol thi Armigs
DI'l'Illl-lﬂT-mhmancunm

New“ Photogenics Mig9.99

Marw Teatures Animation Support, New Effects System,
Wirtual Images Plus Mora....

Buy Weird Science Network 2 CD &
CD-312, Serial Network Cable.
Foronly,£35.99

Newl! EPIC M/M Encyclopedia 3559

New!! €D Rom World Atlas £24.99
Full colour Multimedia Atlas for the Amiga.
Rated Absolutely Superb

Newl! tc Publisher 4 CD set; 34,99
Inc. W orth 4 TD, Final Writer 4 5E,
10,000 Fonts and 5,000 Clips and more.

Now Available Zoom-2 £]8.99
Long awaited Mew version of this very popular
CD. The latest PD from 1 Libraries,

Octamed Sounds Studic CD £77 99

Totally revamped niw vérsion of this top selling CO,
includes endless mew and improved feamres

Newl! AmiMet 15 -Now Avaitable  £]4,99
Scoop Purchase || Insight Dinosaurs
Designed for tha CDIVCD-TV but usable on
any Amiga with CD.pJgw Dnlr£4+?9
Ideal Xmas Gift!!

Guinness Disc of Records 77,99
CDUmlunufﬂmmr-pupuhrﬁntﬂhdbm

just give us a call, e r:an usually supphy
it working da

Global Amigs Exprncer 1| gg
Grafin Sensations | 799
Guinness Disc of Recordsy | 7 99
Homror Sensatioss {18) 749
Huottest b £17.99
Imags PO CD i1ree
Intosthve M L1789
Insight Dinogaes i4.99
Learning Curve LiT.e8
Light ROM 4 (1499
Light ROM Gold 748
Magii Publisher £19.99
Hagic WA Enhancer ;g g9
Heeting Pearis vi LA.99
Movie Maker Special FX; |7 44
Hultimedia Toolkst | ;4 g9
Multimedia Toolkdt I {709
Multimssdia Backdrops (| 7.09
Metwork CD ir.e9
Metwork CD 1 L1199
Mesthsing but GIFs AGAJ |7 50
Maothing but Tetrs in
Octamed §+Sounds TPrr.’| 1)
Octurmed Sound Studiog 33 55
Oh Yes Mors Worms r "
Pandora's CO
Pov-Rey i “ ?
Prima Sharewars vl gq 5
Restro Gaold Lld 'F'F
Scene Storm L1740
SoiFi Sendation L17.9%
Soumd FX Sensation §7 99
Soursd Library L17.a%
Source Code £i7.99
Space B Astromomy 5,99
Spocial FX Val, | EE
Systern Booster £17.99
The Spectrum CDM ¢4 59
The Personal Swite ()7 99
Wkilities 1 (PDSoft) 799
Utilities Experience ;1 99
Weird Sc. AMOS PD 400
Weird Sc. Animatlonsg g pp
Waird Sc. Clip At e :
Weird Sc. UPD Gold |7 44
Workbench Add-Ows 137 99
Woorkd Aitfas L2499
World balo 95 {1790
Waomen of the Web 1) 99
Zoom 1 18,99
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the latest twist in the long running saga.
The concluding part of our Design For a
Living feature is also here with sound
advice for all budding professional 3D ani-
mators. And don't forget our unrivalled
game reviews and technical tests, along
with the ever-popular Workshop section.

In with the new as they
say, and in that spirit we're
kicking off our first issue of
1997 with a look to the future:
the A\Box. This exciting new
machine from Phase 5 looks
like it could have the same impact that the
A1000 did when it was launched over ten
years ago. Take a look at our feature on
page 18 for an insight into what it may hold
for us all. As for the fate of the official
Amiga, see this month’s news for details of

Cover Feature

22 Amazing A\Box

Read all about the stunning new machine that
looks set to kickstart a whole new era in creative
state of the art computing. Phase 5's A\Box should
wipe the floor with the current crop of Mac and
PC clones. But don't just take our word for it, find
out what the big players on the Amiga scene think
of it and the impact it could have.

Feature

29 Design For a Living Part I

The second and final part of our guide to get-
ting a job in computer graphics. This month we
concentrate on the world of 3D computer ani-
mation. What skills should you be honing? How
can you make an impressive showreel? Where
can you find out about job vacancies? Do they
use Imagine in Hollywood? All these questions
and more are answered on page 29.

AMIGA ABC Jan-Jume 1996 36,856
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8 Design Works

tem combined with a user interface that's a
piece of cake to use. Design Works is just the
job for all kinds of design and illustration pro-
jects, from technical drawings to DTP clipart
creation and more. It's all here, fully featured
and ready to go.

6 Minskies Furballs

ration, Minskies Furballs is one of those
games you just can't put down. An addictive
arcade-puzzler of the highest calibre.

|2

Winskies . -

14 Super CD-ROM 7

Once again we bring you the best monthly
CD-ROM on the scene, full of top shareware,
Imagine extras, mods, utilities, graphics and
everything from the floppy disk edition too!

fumalls Mn

All the power of a top structured drawing sys-

Drawing on the classic Tetris theme for inspi-
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cover

A e ' 15“

ﬂ structions

' g “ Cover disk 150 Cover disk 151
De's[gl‘l Design Works Minskies Furballs
Before you go any further, write
mom “i- i ' protect your disk. Boot from
I en el P your hard drive or Workbench e ;, 1)
e m disk as normal and insert the mn" Tt
:‘_&__ﬁ Design Works cover disk. Fall Oy
Installation of Design Works is \ \
very straight forward. Click on

the install icon and follow the N\msklES

on-screen instructions and i
you can't go far wrong. If you Fl“hﬂns wn
want to install it to a floppy

you'll have to have one formatted

previously. The first screen gives you the option to select
your level of expertise, which allows you to have some control
of the installation process. Unless you have any good reason
to do otherwise, select an easy option as this will save you
effort. Click proceed until you are then asked where you want
the Design Works directory installed. If you want to install to
floppy, insert the formatted disk and click on Show Drives.

Now select the destination from the list of drives. Make sure

you don't select a disk with a space in its name as this may

confuse the software! The installer will chug away for a few
moments and then inform you that Design Works is ready to
use. Single drive users will have a few disk swops to endure.

You'll also find directories on the disk containing support
files for the Imagine and Wired World tutorials.
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Z(2RAB... Freezes Frames)~

way to Grab Images on your Amiga

The revolutionary 5-VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus with Teletext is not only the best way to get
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, from either live broadcasts or taped recordings, it
W also costs less than any of its rivals. This real time PAL/SECAM/NTSC* 24-Bit colour frame
\ CHECK OUT OUR NE 5 _ grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of image grabbing on the Amiga and, at the same
; Tel™ Sound Samp'IET . time, has received rave reviews for its ease of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab™
Pr?ﬂ; pt,::MCU"t Interface - has earned honours from just about every Amiga magazine and Video magazines too!

And... with ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in Amiga Video Technology, a
simple 3 stage operation ensures the right results - Real Time, after time.
STAGE 1...

Select any video source with SVHS or composite ou
could be your camcorder, TV with SCART output,

recenver, domestic VCR/player or standard TV signz

thraunh vour VR olaver  the rhn © W IrE
oL YA 'r'l_l'-.'u:'!:|__r'|. he choice is yours

STAGE 2...

With FroGarabs software, select an imace vo

WISN 10 Capture Using [he on screen
window and Grab (becawse the har
|'-:|I--\|-||-.:-:I n real time ther

Grab I"Ii.-li__l(". N

WO CamMEonaer

inchuding 5-WHS

or, Take a sigral from a
TV with SCART output. ..

dnd capiunng faciliy fr

STAGE 3...
Lset

processor DTP or

ke or, Lise the signal from
your satellite recesver.

ProGrab really does make

it that simplel
ProGrab is just

Pro-GRAE, ..
£129.95...

ProGrab 24RT Plus PCMCIA INTERFACE Only
* Supports all Fecent Amigas and is also fully AGA Chipset compatible. You can mnder images in any Warkbench for A1200 and A60 £39. 95

or. Grab TV or W0
pictures from your
VCRS wvideo output
including SvHS

/
4

itreen mode resolution including HAME mode [Amiga RAM permicting]

® Savid mhd Loads images in FFALBM, (FFALEMZ4, JPEG BMP PCX, and TARGH file formats. ProGral s#ves animations as
AremS files and srimaticns with sound [requires PCMCIA interface and separate soursd sampler| as Anim5 « BV files.
A range of image processing effects, palette compating routines AGA only) and dithering methods are featured in * Improsved animation speeds of L
ProGrad Version 2.6.x. Photogenics hally supports ProGrab: with & custom Loader’ to enable grahs cirectly frem * Sananeg Of ANMABON deCT 1D y
within the program - caving FOU time!

r i e |
3 FOMCIA -

® Soltwane hus Bt in mono and colour animation facilities. Nomber of frames dependant wpon Amigas A s 2

* Release 2.6.x software now includes.
® ADDHTIOMAL TELETEXT FACILITIES - With eicher Terrestrial or Satellite TV signals.
& LARGER PREVIEWY WINDOW - Doubde Redolution and 4 tised anea of previous ProGrat softwiare.
* INTERMNATIONAL SLIPPORT - Now compatitle with compadite PAL SECAM amd NTSC
Straight from the Box!

ProxGrat susnplied with Juist S0DOUT evenything you'll need =
: * ProGrab™ Z4RT Flus Digitiser = Latest ProGrab Viersion 2.6.x% Software
W it o d ot o * Mains Power Supply Unit = Parallel Port Connecting Cable
- [EF et i be ecporied 1 ABCH et o . * User Manual = Input sockets fior Composite and SVHS.
2] Fﬂﬂhhwnm E b A s TS LS b requbed in Mt WL o Bl - Ak o e
. neadl 3 T 1 o w ] VI i L Wil L ke YOLK W JLALETE i Fy

Post or FAX your requirements fquiantity

Iiadle:prices avaitabi] on the onder form Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: Initial|s):
M;ﬂrf&iﬂm;tizﬂlifwﬁi?nmr Address:
County (Country): Postcode:
Daytime Phone: Evening Phone:
ProGrab Plus™ @ E129.95 £ - Overseas Customers...
e || e e
PSTaT:aard Stereo Sampler @ £19.95 £ Card holders signature:

HiFi Stereo Sampler @ £24.95 ¢

s1andard Delivery £7 (2/3 Working Days] £ 7:00
or an additional £3 for Mext Working Day Defivery £

TOITAL €7 ] [osm sl o st e b e
reet, Alfreton, Card No
- FAX: 01773 831040 E o oy
- d From: l5sue .
Iw?lzss?tﬂlm“‘w El:plf'_'f Date | [ (Switch/AMEX Only| [Swich Crily|
;.;,,‘: - £4; m ImdmaCheque.'ﬂankDmfthmlﬂMerfmE__“:____mmummnmmmmm o ooy Lot 3
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TECH DISK

Those directories in full

Scale

Vertical Flip

Open/Close Palygon

Lock/Unlock Object

Rectangle

Open Polygon

Freehand

Selection Menu

Ohbject Forward One

Group/Ungroup

maoath | Unsmootl
Polygan

Select All

Bounded Line

moath Linsed
Palygon

Double Spacing

Dbject Back One

What is Design Works?

Design Works is what is known as a structured drawing
package. It differs from standard paint packages such as
Personal Paint and DPaint in that instead of producing the
image pixel by pixel, it produces it mathematically. What
this means is that you can display or print it at any size or
resolution without it losing detail and sharpness. It is ideal
for making maps and diagrams, which if you've ever tried
making on a standard paint program you will know can
look abysmal when printed, however good they looked on
the screen. It's also well suited to producing signs, sym-
bols, banners, technical drawings and designs up to 50
inches square. It can use standard bitmap graphics too,
allowing shapes and text to be overlaid on them. Posters,
invitations, presentations, tape cassette covers - the list of
uses is endless.

If you experimented with X-CAD 2000 which we gave
away with our November 1996 issue, you will notice that
Design Works has certain similarities. Both work with
objects made up of lines. The difference is that while X-
Cad 2000 specialises in precision and accuracy of scale,
Design Works is all about presentation and ease of use.
You wouldn’t want to design a house with Design Works,
and X-CAD is not the best program for producing giant
birthday cards.

Design Works' real strength is in its user-friendliness.
Almost every feature is available at a couple of mouse
clicks, and none are difficult to use. If you are familiar
with similar design software, or DTP software, or even if
you've used our cover mounted disk or CD of Wordworth,
you are half way there. The basic idea is simple; you are
presented with a page on which you can draw, write, paste
images to. You can then print it out on your own printer or
output the page to disk as an image for a repro house to
print out for you on a superior type of printer. This tutorial
will introduce many of the basic features of the software.
If you would a further tutorial or have any specfic ques-
tions about Design Works, please write in and we’ll do our
best to answer queries through the pages of the magazine.

esign Works is easy to  used any DTP packages or mod-
use but don't be ern word processors, the con-
fooled by the simple cept should be familiar, If not, all
display into thinking you really need to know is that
that there aren't very many they show the exact dimensions

options. When you first load up of the printed page, and by
Design Works, you will see a watching the small red cursors
small toolbox menu and a blank on the two bars which track the
page. Each of the eight menu mouse pointer, you can precisely
cons in the toolbox brings up Its align your objects

own sub-menu when selected,

so there are a lot more options Gﬂtti“g started

than appears at first glance, The first thing to do is to jump
The bars running along the right in and try it out. Select the
top and left edges of the blank Drawing toolbox icon, which

page are rulers - if you have looks like a small pencil, and you



Start End
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4 The pen style requester is called up from the palette meny. It allows
you to change the line width, joints and line ends.

A Dnce the line widths and shape fill colours are set, all you have ta
do is draw your shape and this...

| P TR T

W e

A You tos can preduce cheesy Ts style sci-fi book covers with consummate ease. The picture is by Monica and Dsmose.

will be presented with a sub-
menu containing eight tools
These tools are : Line, Bounded
Line, Rectangle, Ellipse, Open
Polygon, Closed Polygon,
Freehand Shape, Closed
Freehand shape

These are the basic tools from
which everything you draw will

be made. Try each one and find
out what they do (see figure 1)
some of the options will go on
drawing lines. Double-click on
the final point to exit draw mode
OK, done that? Go to the first
menu in the menu bar at the top
of the screen and select the first
option, New, which will bring up
a nice new sheet for

us to work on. Draw a

=

4 The best way to learn what the drawing toolbox icons do is to try
them sul.

rectangle in the mid-
dle of the screen and
then click on the
Selection icon in the
toolbox, which looks
like an arrow. This 1s
the option which
allows you to resize,
move or generally
mutilate anything you
have drawn. Click on
vour rectangle at any
point along the line
and you will see 12
red dots appear

A ..as if by magic, becomes this!

around the rectangle.
Look closely and you g
will see that the

dots on the junctions
of the lines are round-
ed and the dots sur-
rounding the shape
are square. These two
different types of

dot serve very
different purposes.

A Simply add the text, and in a matter of seconds you've drawn your-
self an immensely useful sign.

Reshaping

Click on one of the round dots on
the bottom of your rectangle, and
hold the mouse button down,
Mow you can drag that dot, and
the lines that go to it, anywhere
you want, Drag it down a little
way and then move it under the
other round dot on the bottom
line. When you release the mouse
button, you will have a perfect
right angle triangle. Now grab one

of the square corner dots and try
dragging that. These dots allow
you to stretch the object in any
direction, and if you move them
far enough, you can make the
object flip right over!

There is one more thing you
can do with the selection pointer,
Click on any part of the line and
hold the button down. The outline
will go red. If you move the
mouse pointer around, you will

Continued overleal b= = b



drag the entire shape with you and
can reposition it where you like.

Colours

Mext we are going to move into
eolour. Mow that you have the
hang of the basic functions, it's
time to do a simple project. Close
down any projects you no longer
need and start up a new one.
Select the bottom left icon, the
one which looks like a paint
palette. Select the first icon in the
sub-menu, which looks like a pen
cil, to call up the pen style
requester (figure 2).

Move the line width slider
along until the number 4 appears
by the side — this should be about
the right line width. Close the
requester in the normal way, and
click on the black colour square in
the sub-menu to set the line
colour to black.

Now click on the Fill Pattern
toolbox icon (next to the Palette
icon), and select the red square.
From now until you change set-
tings, shapes will be drawn ina
black line with a width of four.and
will be filled in red.

Ready to start? OK! Back to the
drawing toolbox, select the closed
polygon icon and start drawing a
shape like in figure 3. You don't
have to get the lines to join up
vourself, because after you dou-
ble-click to stop drawing the
shape, the last and first dots you
drew will be joined

As soon as you have finished
drawing, it will automatically fill in
the shape and thicken the line
You should end up with some-
thing very like figure 4. It you are
not totally happy with the way the
shape has come out, remember

vou can reshape it by dragging the
dots about.

-
Adding text
Click on the Text toolbox icon (a
big A) and you will see a fairly self-
explanatory sub-menu. By clicking
on the disk icon you-can load in a
font. The other icons allow you to
align the text and select bold,
underline or italic. Select a
font — preferably a CGFont to

avoid blockiness — in a large size. -

A0 point would be about right.
Click the mouse pointer inside
your shape where you want the
text to start and type in a short
message. The text will not wrap,
so when you get to the edge of
the shape, press return to contin
ue typing on the next line. You can
highlight text and select the centre
aligning tool as | did for the short-
er bottom line (figure 5) to
improve presentation.

Select your text as an object by
clicking on it with the Selection
arrow pointer. Now go to the
Palette and click on a colour, and
the text will change to that colour.
If you select the Fill Pattern tool-
box icon, it will change the back-
ground colour of your text, but in
this case leave it as red,

Going further
There are of course a lot more
options we haven't looked at. We
haven't even touched on the
Transform, Zoom and Macros
tools, and there are all sorts of
configuration and control options
you can select from the menu
bar. If you want to dive in and try
them, you should find them quite
intuitive and easy

to understand

Importing images

There is one very important fea-
ture we haven't yet dealt with: the
use of bitmap graphics. This
greetings card project will intro-
duce the subject to you

Figure 1

First set up the size of your pro-
ject. Select the Projects/Page
Setup option from the pull-down
menu. Select a custom paper.size
and type in the dimensions of the
card you are going to print on. |
have set up the page for standard
6 by 4 inch card, which makes
pocket size greetings cards.

Mow click on the white square
at the top left of the page (not the
screen!) where the two rulers
meet. Drag it half way along the
top ruler, and release. The ruler is
now centred on the middle of the

card whete it will be folded. Draw
a one point line down the centre.

Figure 2

Select the Project/import menu
and choose a picture from the file
requester. Pictures will tend 1o be
too big when they load in,
because Design Works uses 72
dots per inch as default. Rescale
by clicking on the Transform tool-
menu and then the scale button
or by dragging the comer dots.
Position the pictures, remember-
ing that when the card is folded,
the right half of the page will be
the front. Pictures can be flipped
horizontally or vertically.

Figure 3
Once the pictures are in place, it
is time to apply the text. Select

Hints and tips

1. Hold down shift key when drawing a line to lock it to
90 or 45 degrees. Use the Settings/Gridsnap and
Settings/Gridsize options from the menu for accurate
alignment of objects.

2. To change screenmode, select the Settings menu. You'll
find the sub option there. Don’t panic when it seems to
ignore you - you have to select Settings/Save

Settings, then quit the program and restart before the
screenmode changes.

3. The pen style requester allows you to choose how your
lines start and end. Click on the end icon, change it to the
arrowhead, and from now on any lines you draw will
become arrows.

4. Select Project/Drawing Size from the pull-down menus
and you can resize the drawing to make it fit on many
pages by dragging the page shape which appears in the
requester. Make it one page down and seven along. Select
a very big font, and type a message across the page. Print
it out for an instant banner.

5. Insure your printer is properly set up with the
Project/Page Setup menu. Design Works uses the
Preferences printer driver.

6. Select more than one object at a time by shift-clicking
on them or by drawing a square around them with the
Selection pointer (the arrow). ;

7. Multiple objects can be joined together by selecting the
objects you want linked, and then clicking on the join
icon, the fourth one down on the left of the Selection
sub-menu. Joined objects are then treated as a single
object and can all be moved, scaled or modified together.
8. Make shapes with no fill colour by selecting the null fill
icon from the Fill Pattern menu — the O with a line
through it. Alternatively, select a fill pattern and the null
icon in the Palette menu for a filled shape with no
coloured outline.

9. Change a colour in the Palette menu by double-clicking
on it to bring up an edit colour requester. Change fill pat-
terns by double clicking on the appropriate pattern icon.
You can draw into the fill pattern with the currently
selected palette colour to make your own fills.

10. Use the Project/import option to load in images in IFF,
JPEG, PCX and other image formats. These can then be
reshaped and dragged like other objects.

10. Have fun!

the Text tool item, click on the
disk icon and select a font. Use a
simple, easy to read font for the
most important text, as that way
you get your message across
without distracting from the pic-
ture. Reserve decorative fonts for
specific effects

Position the text cursor where
vou want the text and type. Don't
worry if it doesn’t look right, after
you have finished you can drag
the text about just like an object,
and you can highlight all or part of

it to make it bold, underlined or

italic, change the size or change
the font. When it's all positioned
to vour satisfaction, print it out,

fold it, and post it to a pal!
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The CDPlas and Sy{hvest EE1IS drives,
The IDE Zip Dirive is the same size as the EZ135

" 4- or B- speed external COROM unit in guality
CE-approved case with heavy duty PSU

| Leaves trapdoor free for accelerators / memory
expansion and the PCMCIA slot free lor digitisers,
modedms, samplers ete

Option to add additional HD's, CDRoms,
SyQuesis, IDE Zips, Jazs, ATAPI tape streamers
#lc powered from the COPlus unit

" Comes with special Eyetech 4-device EIDE
butfered interface board - easily fitted in minutes
with no cutting/drilling (Mote that IDE COROMS
musi never be directly connected to the A1200
without a buttered interface

' Gold plated audio phono sockels at rear and front
panel headphone socket and volume contral

+ Complete with 'Click-and-Go® installation software

EXCLUSIVE! -

The Eyetech GetConnected Internet
upgrade package for diskette-only
A1200's - for just £199.95 including VAT ,iM[G:{
4 4MB mermary expanrsion, V2 (14,4) modem, &l &
catles and full instaliation instructions
\ Complimentary 21ME favd digk with

| lteemal relerance bock by scclaimed
eommunications and Amiga joumaliat Wavey'
Davey Winder
Many other options are available - ring or
send for further written detalls - eg:
¥ Upgrade io V3428 BKbps) fax/data modem - £50.00
4 Upgrade io larger hard drveimemony - please ring
i\ GeiConnected Pro - W34 modem. cables, software
ion 0, 3 monihe unlimited usage af local cal rales,
28 inchnical suppoart from NETCOM - just £179.95

METTOM Ovilisg Cor

NETODM snd NETOOMPLETE e trademarks of

Y and Bargain Corner

inr those hard-to-find parts for

your Amiga expansion project
cablas and cases

fy hard drive cashlas for ABOO & A1200
' & data cables lor ABDD & A1200

£9.55
£16.85

E18.08
£29.85

with integral peis
matal casad PSLU for ABDOVA 1200/ COICOROM
HD (i your oid lead - irstructions provided) 39,85
Go ASOOVG00V1 200 peu w/' Amiga, mains cables C5D.95
dop case with 230W+ PSU. CD & HD bays  £508.85
£8.85
£12.85
L24.95
£129.95
£20.95
: £19.95
with cables, psu - V32 14.4Kbps fax & data  £49.95
bpe dsta, 14400bps fa, CE & BABT approved £99.95
dxiMbit chips B0ns for AS000, '386 board atc £12.95
' (chack, FPL! si | E459.95

ol

drives, anlivines, pass-through connector £39.98
MM!MHWHW £14.95
; £5.55

kit for ABOO & A1200 (containg averything) €708 |

The Top-Rated Eyetech CDPlus for the A600
& A1200 4-speed and 8-speed CDROM drives

What do the reviewers say?
Amiga User International - 97%

"o It all worked faultlessly ... "
Amiga Format - 96%

"... An absolutely superb bit of kit.."
Amiga Shopper - 90%

"... This is a quality product..."

Amazing Value:

4-speed - only £169.95
8-speed - only £199.95

Special Purchase - Limited Availabllity:
Upgradeable 2-speed - just £139.95

Considering a PowerStation? The CDPlus is now avallable with
an alternative, 230W, CE-approved, PC MiniTower or Desktop
case (which can also power your A1200) - for only £25 extra

A superb Amiga Internet
package from the World’s largest independant

Internet Service Provider - only from Eyetech

Eﬂnplﬂ- Saftears

Complete Support
« M hours u day
ﬁﬂmﬂau Value

e aon Sorveosy b

1 50MHz Turbo "030 with MMU. FPU & SCSI options

1] 33MHz Turbe '040 with MMU & FPU. SCSI aption

(add £38.98 for 33MHz FPU & crystal)  £69.95 |

(add £38.98 lor J3MHz FPU & crystal)  £80.95
& cariridges - 100ME - Special Purchase  £144.98
A00MB - bare drives special Purchase E£118.95

port (23 pin)

SX32Pro-33
SX32Pro-50

Jumper-selaciable bor PC or Amiga keyboard input
(extarnal adapler on SKAZMEZ]

ta the CDA's existing mousae, joystick, keyboarnd,
audia, AF, compaosite vides and SYHS ports

SX32Mk2 - until Feb 97- £189.95

Ganuine Amiga B%-key compact keyboard
5232 Noppy. hard drives 20MB-1.1GA, RAM - Plaasse ring

January Sale Specials Accelerators: '030/33MHz/FPU £89.95, '040/33MHz(cool) £249.95; '060/50MHz
£449.95; 17" Multisync Monitor/Amp/Speakers £499.95; 33.6 Data/fax modems £99.95; SX32MK2 £189.95{
200W PSU's & leads £59.95; 100MB bootable IDE Zip drives £119.95; Amiga Quickcam interface & s/w
£39.95; 3 months unlimited internet + s/w for £39.95; CDPlus system from £139.95; A1200's for £199.95!!

SX32Mk2 & SX32Pro Internal Expansion for the CD32

The SX32 Pro is now shipping!
Make your CD32 into a high
powered, portable Amiga!
The SX32Pro and SX32Mk2 add ...

33 ar 50MHz T30 MMU CPU and FPU sockat
{330z FPU socket only on the 5X32Mk2)

Simm socket for up o G4MB of 32 bit et (60/7T0ns)
FAM {up o BMB fas! (TOns) RAM on the SXI2MEE)
Buffared IDE inlerface lor irermal 2.5 hard drive
and second hand drive, SyQuest, Jaz or even &
speed COROM |(optional extra on the SX32 MkZ)
Sockets for RGE video (23 pink, VGEA video (15 pin),
Parallel port {25 pin), Sarial port (25 pin), Floppy disk

What do the reviewers say?
Amiga User Int'l  “05% . Defintiely
Recommended™
Amiga Computing “#0% - A Dream to Use.”
Bilue Chip Award
Amiga Format 1% - A Job Well Dowe"
ol Award

£299.95
£369.95 The 5X32Pro
£24.05 ANl models include Bl pichorisl Mtting nstructioes, WELD & utlinks

en CO and "Chek-and-G’ hard drive insaslisnios disssts

Cplp

The CDPlus
MiniTower
& Deskiop

COANER

isryles may wary)

Rated 95% ALUT Ot 1996

1MB ta 2MB chig rarm
expansion lor the A1500,
A2000 and ASDD eomputers

Now only £99.95

17" Multisync Monitor with FREE active

stereo speakers & psu - only £499.95!!!
(but only while stocks last) .

Supports all Amiga and most PC modss up
126801024 plcel resalutian

15-84KHz horizontal and 50-120Hz wertical scan rates
Automatically adjusts size and position settings on
changs of display mods

Cu Amiga SuperStar rating at the orginal RRP of
aite ]

AMIGA HEALTH WARNING - Please read this in your own interest

If you have recently fitted - or intend to fit - an IDE/ATAPI CDROM to your A 1200 {other than an Evetech CDPlus unit) without
a buffered interface then your Amiga is in nsk of serious damage arising in the future. The A 1200 - unlike A4000 and PC's - has
NOintemmal IDE buffering. On the A 1200 the IDE interface connects directly to the A 1200 processor chip which itself has insufficient

output o drive more than one IDE/ATAPI device (and only then on a short data cable) for any sustained time period. To the best

pomiied A wdtaare

A | l'.ltﬁ orlmld

dwarilsiemsi
1 andy from Pvewch

NETeompiefe’™ alw lor the Amiga prenstalied ] Complﬂ- Access Amfgﬂ Dﬂwr sammre fﬂr Ep&ﬂn
Thees months uniimited interner, W red sl 1a bepiir

v i m:-.n1 MB of your can '.\?:-13 Wids }"3 7 Matk rr: i alup Colour Printers and Scanners
'ﬂ'lblpI.Dﬂ # Cashiy setwirt cmnecireey rlPl'iﬂt f'Dr 1hﬂ‘ Sl.'rll.ll Cﬂlﬂuﬂlﬂlm

Scanned

ProXL/200/500/800/820/1500

Unibedievabls pholographic quality outpu
‘Prefarences’ & stand-alone prnting peogram

ScanQuix for all Epson scanners
24 bil geanning with full range ol ediing opSons

‘Bean-1o-disk” oplan in Jpeg of IFF formals
Stand-ahons use of ribegrabes with your A package

.l{‘:u available far HP, Musiek and Adec scanners

EnPrint v2.1.3 printer driver - only £29.95

L rri

ri-1y
nimmrind nage
wonlll v Change

The Eyetech SX32 Combo Pack

This really is Ehe Armaga bargain of a lifetima - but is only available whilst stocks last
Just look what you get!

Brand New CD32, garmes controllenjoypad
and power supply
5X32 with real time, battery-backed clock

« Amiga B8 key compact keyboard
GME of mamary (2MB chip + 4MB fast)
21MEB hard drive and cable (upgrades fo
larger sizes are available - ring for detais)
WES3.0 on CD together with over BOOME o
utilitios, games
Hard drive cable and partitioning,

formatting and workbench instasation  CD92/8X32 Combo Pack -

disketie £394.95

Also avallable with the SX32 Pro - Please ring for details

Why nof enhance your Combo with the ComboPlus accessory package? Buy

the ComboPlus with vour SX32 Combo and get @ mouse, mousemei, Amiga
‘First Steps " book, audio leads and 2 extra Amiga CIVs for only £24.95

I.'I. T |r|||| i

iy

PRy iy

NEW! Apollo Accelerators for the AI1200
Special introductory pricing

33MHz '030 with FPU - the same price as & mamory
board+ FPU! Only £89.95/!
available Just £149.95
available (1w faster than wn 0I07%) O‘ﬂu’m.ﬁ

S50MHz Turbo "080 with MMU & FPU. SCS! option
avallable Only £448.85

SCSl adapter - £63.95 - Ring for special memory pricing

printed oulpur :

ScanQuix v3.0 scanner sfw - unl: £79.95

of our knowledge the Eyefech CDPlus is the only A1200 ATAPI CDROM supplied with a buffered interface as standard.
We are now making this 4-device buffered interface available separately for use with other kits and D-1-Y CDROM installations,
At only £39.95 inc VAT it is a small price to pay to preserve your Amiga's health,
e

A1200 InstantDrive Hard Disk Kits

InstantDrives
are only
available from

Eyetech r—

l

important Note! 3.5" hard drives - even these described as "Sim’- are usually

1%/25mm high and will not fit in an A1200 withow signilican modifications to

tha casa and metal shielding - which itsel reduces the value o your compuber,
All instantDrives from Eyetech are less than 20mm high and fit perfectly.

Rated 89% - AU Movamber 1296, 85% - Amiga Formal Octaber 1956

Mo hole driling. casa clipping, or shisid removal requined

All drives ars brand naw with a 2 vear wasranty and come Inclusies af full
fittireg kit and sasy-ta-follow pictomsal instructions

Ready-1o-use with WB3.0 and over 45 lop quality utilties installed and
ocorfigunad 10 the Toolsdasman Many Sysiam.

AV grives come with a fully lcancad version ol Opbonica’s Mile mulimadia
authorng software OF imermet access softwarne (sharwars) preinstaled

1.1 GB AV £199.95 2.5 GB AV (3MB/s) - £279.95

2.5 InstantDrives for the AG00, A1200, SX32 & 5X32 Pro

2IMB  deal for users of mainly CORODM saftwarne on the COPlus and 3X32 £25.98
256MB A supersiim drive ideal for the SX32MEZ and the A1200ABD0 £129.95
MAMB  One of our most popular 2.5° drives - just 8 few of these left now  £139.95
BAOMB & superb, supersiim drive ideal for usars of serous applications £168.85
10808 This 1og-ol-the-rangs supenlim drive is padect for the SX32Pro £249 95

STOP PRESS - Special Purchase Amiga A1200's

Thase are fested but othenwise urused, ex-enginears backup machines in as-new
conciftion with 90 days wasmanty bul without retail packaging

'Bare-bones' A1200 - no psu, mouse, disks or manuals -only £199.95
Full A1200 - with psu, mouse, WB.0 disks & manuals -only £229.95

Worldwide defrverses in 2.7 days fram
The Old Bank, 12 West Green, mmﬂmmmnm-:umm m‘“"""-
2]

Stokesley, M Yorks, TS9 588, UK et i o) el el
HardBoppy, boards, SX3F £9 UK, £15.05 EC;
COPus £10 {2 day), £98 raland, £27 EC;
Software, cables £2 80 UK, £6.05 EC
Ringfaciemad for olfsr deilvery costs
LIK Banighuildng socety chaques, Vies®,

Tel UK: 07000 4 AMIGA
Tel Int'l: +44 (0) 1642 713 185
Fax:  +44 (0) 1642 713 634

Massermar”, Simiich, Deta, Gonnec, Postali
eyetech@cix.compulink.co.uk Moref s sccapled. * & 3% surchargs &
hittpeifwww . eyetech.co.uk/-ayetech Al mmﬁﬂ% 5%
- VAT is not applicable on non-EC ardsrs
Voted AUI Amiga Company
of the Year 1996/7
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_cworid of A1200” & “Top 100 Games”™

CDs FREE with every CD ROM drive!ll!
MEMORY EXPANSIONS

_,'q_ A1200 trapdoor fitting memory expansions feature a battery
=7 %% 1 backed clock and a socket for an accelerator FPU.

NEARLY DOUBLES THE
SPEED OF THE A1200

4MB MEMORY EXPANSION £74.99

£94.99
£29.99

EXTERNAL SCSI
HARD DRIVES

Top quality drives in a top quality
metal enclosure with
cooling fan, in built
power supply and
SCSI 1D selector.

£234.99 £24.99

£314.99

£50.00

DA‘I'AFLYER p—
SCSI+

inst I'
The Dataflyer is a 16 bit SCSI Il controller card
that converts the signals on the internal IDE
interface to also run SCSI devices at the same time as the IDE hard
drive. The Dataflyer SCSI+ will operate up to 5 SCSI devices such as CD-
ROMS, hard drives, Syquest removable drives, tape back up drives etc.
Unlike other SCSI interfaces, the Dataflyer SCSI+ is compatible with all
known accelerators ete and it does not stop you from utilising any of the
important expansion ports on your A1200/AG00. The Dataflyer SCSl+
easily installs into the A1200/A600 (simply pushes in, no need to
remave the metal shield) and provides a 25 way D connector through the
blanking plate at the back of the A1200. Full instructions and software

supplied.
£79.99 £49.99
£49.99 £39.99
£89.99 £64.99

5 @

MODEMS

Qur highly rated, top quality feature packed
modems are ideal for Amiga users. All
' modems include our FREE MODEM ACCES-
SORIES PACK (worth £15.93) which includes a
cable to connect the modem to the
Amiga, NCOMM comms software,
Amiga Guide to Comms and a list
of Bulletin Boards from which you
will be able to download vast
amounts of free software as well

as have access to EMAIL facilities.
* « MNP 2-4 Error Correction + MNP 5 Data Compression
+ Fax Class | and Il compatible, Group 3 *+ Hayes
Compatible = Full 80 page manual « 12 Months m

2 DISCOLOGY

Discology is the ultimate in disk copying power for the Amiga. £69 -99
AT The package comprises the Discology Disk, manual and 14400 MODEM £69.99
: e Discology cartridge for making copies of heavily protected
Q " programs with an external disk drive. Discology will alse £34.9

format disks, check disks for errors etc,
T4 A L

ANTIVIRUS ALSO AVAILABLE...

o chook s e vord dves, ooy st and ven corom i CLOCK CARTRIDGE £19.99

%‘ drives for viruses. Very straight forward to use, includes a full 50 page manual. ASIM cnl.‘s 249 _99
) | CACHE CDFS £44.99
L ORDER N e ve YOUR sysTEm 1 || EPIC ENCYCLOPEDIA CD £19.99

<« P A1200 GAMES CD £7.49 EACH or
S " 0 £19.99 " FREE with every CD
£24.99 " ROM drive!!!

o =




| ZIP DRIVES

Highly rated SCSI drive will T,
store 100mb per car /’

tridge. Comes Complete ﬁf"‘
with power
supply, SC51  cable, S

instructions and cartridge.

ZIP DRIVES £159.99 or
£199.99 with Squirrel 5

CD-ROM DRIVES
COMPAQLY VTR 53y

CD-ROM DRIVE WITH SQUIRREL

Fully featured SCSI CO-ROM drive for use with the A12
AB00, Simply connects via the PCMCIA port.

COMPACL pousLE

g SPEED CD-ROM with

o Squirrel ONLY £139.99
6 SPEED + SQUIRREL £209.99
8 SPEED + SQUIRREL £259.99

ULTRA CD-ROM DRIVE

Superb IDE CO-ROM drive system
o, for the A1200. Fully featured,
; top quality drives in a top
ma quality enclosure with
built in power supply. All
cables,  instructions,
software including CD32
emulator and audio CD
player ete., included for immediate wse. The CD-ROM interface
supply plugs inside the A1200 (excepticnally easy to fit by any-
wady) and provides & connector in the blanking plate at the rear
of the 41200, next to the mouse socket.

PLEASE PHONE FOR FURTHER
DETAILS AND INFORMATION SHEET

£169.99
£199.99
MEDIAVISION RENO CD-I!OH
+ SQUIRREL £114.99
superh top quality CD ROM
DRIVE complete with
Souarrel for immediate
se on the Amiga A1200
AB00. Includes CD32 ;
emidation, audio CD player ~
elc, as well as its own CD
ower supply, cables etc. Can Wi

5t be used as a personal audion
[ player and includes stereo head-

sl

RENO CD WITH SQUIRREL £114.99

APOLLO A1200
ACCELERATORS

APOLLO 1230 LITE £99.99

si1ren

68030 with MMU
| and FPU. Wil take a W B ’?
dmb or Bmb SIMM. = = N 1
FULLY PCMCIA com- vt Y0
patible even with Smb 0.
‘ FOR MAIL ORDER
APOLLO 1230/50 No.1
PRO £159.99 J % x FOR AMIGA
As above running at S0mhz with L e f '
| two SIMM ;chﬂnﬁs.aéantak;:; Mo, IN MANCHESTER
to up to B4mb of RAM. B, i gy o
; g, Order NOW for
APOLLO 1240/60 - immediate despatch

6B040/68060+MMU based A1200 accelerator. Features |
battery backed clock and a 72 pin socket for a standard 72 |
pirt SIMM (up to 128mb). Fully featured, fan cooled trapdoor
fitting accelerator.

e —————

(credit/switch card sales only)
for enquiries

Eigg.ﬂg tel: 0161 796 5279
£ 99 fax: 0161 796 32
£489.99 i i
ame simm £34.99 smwﬁ?,:;m
smB simm £59.99 or (made payable to
16mB simm £99.99 wHen Siren Software)
PURCHASED WITH AN onEIEiard details to:-
APOLLO ACCELERATOR SIREN
SOFTWARE,
| 178 BURY NEW RD,
R b S 8 1 WHITEFIELD,
'HARD DRIVES | "/ CHESTER
2.5” HARD DRIVES | ENGLAND

Our high speed 2.5° IDE hard
» drives for the Amiga A1200 &
AGDOD computers come com-
plete with fitting cable, screws,
partitioning software, full instruc-
tions and 12

maonths

Access, Visa, Switch, Delta,
Connect ete accepted

OPEN:

Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm
Saturday 9am to 12pm

: RS o Eﬁ'ﬂ: Personal callers
S . welcome.
srdeivi B supplied

Please phone first to
check availability
of any item.

DIRECTIONS:

From the MG2 Junction 17
head towards Bury.
We are 50 yards on

the right hand side after

the third set of lights.

The door to our premises

IS next to the
florists opposite

the Masons Pub.

by us are formatted, par-
titioned and have Workbench (WB2 for the AG00 and
WB3 for the A1200) installed for immediate use, Fitting
is incredibly simple; if you can plug the mouse into the
mouse socket, you can plug the hard drive into the hard
drive socket.

L

, m FIT YOUR HARDDRIVE
\‘“
S

video and Stakker disk to increase the drive's
capacity with every hard drive ordered

£89.99

Al prices inglude VAT, Postage and packing
will ber ghierged at £3 .50 per order (L],
£/.50 turgpe dnd E1.2.50 nesl of e wiorkd,



What's on Super

You want a top quality Amiga CD
packed full of the best software,
and that's exactly what you get.

How to use CUCD?

As with prior cover CDs, CUCD7 can be booted on AGA Amigas with
CD32 emulation or simply a straight CD32. All other CD-equipped
Amigas can use the CD after booting from Workbench. The CD will not
boot under any Kickstart earlier than 3.0. If boot from Workbench or a
hard drive, it's important to first click on the ‘Init CD" icon. This sets up
various assigns and makes MUI 3.6 temporarily available if it is not
already installed. Please note that running software directly from CD is a
touch-and-go business. While we've gone to a lot of effort to make many
programs run from the CD, others may have to be dragged to your hard
drive either manually or by running an included installer. “Init CD’ also
runs the New lcons patch so don't be surprised if the icons change

Using CUCD7 on non-Amigas.

If you don't have a CD-ROM for your Amiga but have access to a
CD-ROM on another computer, then it may still be possible for you
to get a lot out of CUCD?7. Files can be copied onto PC formatted
720k disks. then loaded into your Amiga using Crossdos, which came
as standard with Workbench versions 2 and higher. If you don't know
how to use Crossdos, you will find it fully explained in the Workbench
manual. The programs on the CD will not run on PCs or Macs.

A word on Demos and games
Demos and games are almost never coded in a so-called O5-legal
way. That means that while they may work for us, they might not
work for you for several reasons. Either your hardware set-up is
slightly different or some third party software running on your Amiga
may upset the demo or consume resources that the demo/game
requires. Please do not assume the CD is simply ‘faulty” if any of this
software refuses to run

It simply isn't possible for us to ensure everything on the CD run
on every possible hardware/software configuration. The majority of
files will be fine on the majority of systems, but the further away your
system is from the norm, the more things it is likely to fall over on.
Do not be too surprised if you find some software doesn't work on
your 512K Kickstart 1.2 A500 or your Power PC accelerated A4000T,
The people who wrote the software probably didn't have a machine
the same as yours to test it on

There are things you can do to make the software mure likely to
run. Closing down any other software, screens and so on will free up
resources. It mi ght be better to cut to the chase and rupv the
demo/game onto your hard drive and then boot with no startup
sequence. This involves resetting and holding down both mouse but-
tans, then click on "boot with no startup-segquence.”

You'll then be placed into AmigaDOS so you'll need to know
enough about that aspect of your Amiga to F'.-_:l'.'".JHTF' to where the
offending software is and run it. As a general rule, if the game oar
demo still doesn't work then it's incompatible with your machine.
Some demos will only ever work when run in this fashion. If you get
a requester asking for a specific volume then the software needs
‘assigns' set up and so is fairly likely it has an installer that should
have been run,

Finally, if you are having problems getting anything to run, please
please make sure you have read all the documentation before you eat
your CD in frustration!

Minskies Furballs

This month's cover game is the excellent Tetris inspired Minskies
Furballs from Binary Emotions. This addictive puzzle game demo pits
you against the computer in a frenzy of fur-flying, brain-bending action.
Swing coloured cats around as they fall (on their feet, don't worry) into
a surprisingly passive heap. Match up rows or columns of like coloured
cats to lower your own heap and raise your opponent's!

What's in your drawers
Readers who have
used a CU Amiga
CD-ROM before will
find everything fairly
familiar. CUCD7 is set
up as a Workbench
disk, and can be boot-
ed from on an appro
priate system.
Clicking the InitCD
icon will set up your
system to run from
the CD properly. The
first thing that you
may notice as a result of clicking on this is that all the icons change -
don't panic, this is the the excellent Newlcons system, not some
obscure virus,

The Workbench 3.1 drawers such as Prefs, System, Utilities and
Tools are in the root directory. If you haven't seen our last couple of
CDs, then be warned there isn't a support drawer any more, and
everything previously found in this drawer has been moved into
Tools, System and Utilities, as appropriate. The Magazine drawer has
also moved into the CUCD drawer.

In the root directory of CUCD7;

Design Works

This month's full
application is Design
Works, a highly ;
intuitive and easy to
use design package
which will have you
designing your own
hirthday cards, album
covers, architectural
blueprints and more
in no time. This pro-
grarm won't run
straight from the CD -
it needs to be
installed, simply done by clicking on the install icon. You will find a
short tutorial on Design Works on page 8.

Worms - The Directors Cut

Here is the ultimate upgrade for owners of the utterly brilliant Worms
— The Directors Cut. This directory is packed full of comedy annelid
action. A superior selection of custom levels exclusively for Worms -
TDC, unique W — TDC soundtracks, and for the enjoyment of all and
sundry, multiple megabytes of animated nematode nonsense to tickle
your funny bones. Please be warned - if you feel deeply for the




well-being of our soil-chomping
brothers, steer well clear of
this directory,

Utilities

Multiview, Clock and some tools
for working with Newlcon images
can be found here

Tools

Contains the Workbench 3.1

tools drawer.

Prefs

The Workbench 3.1 preferences
drawer and Newlcon prefs.
System

The 3.1 system drawer in addition
to the Support drawer from
CUCD4. The latest versions of
MUI 3.6, PPShow, Visage, Flick,
Farnet, Newlcons, HappyENV,
GMPlay, Hippoplayer, Play186,
Delitracker and SuperView are all crammed here to aid access to the
rest of the CD.

www

This directory contains multiple megabytes of Internet WWW sites
which be browsed directly off the CD without need of an Internet
connection. Special CD Amiga versions of the premier web browsers,
AWeb and |IBrowse, are provided to access the site where an
improved main menu system is now included for easier navigation
araund this treasure trove of information and entertainment.

Inside the CUCD drawer:

On-line

The online section this month kicks off with the latest version of
AmMITCP HotListHandler helps take away those hotlist blues with
Aweb, IBrowse and Voyager. Samba makes life a lot easier for those
of you out there whose nightmares are filled with Amiga to PC
networking and Anim=>GifAnim is just the ticket for makihg your web
site more animated.

Programming : 2

Hex heads will be delighted to find thePhxAss 434 680x0 assembler in
this month's programming section - if all those letters and numbers
mean nothing to you, you probably won't like it anyway! ARexx users
are very well supported this month with the RexxEvent commodity,
HexxIntuition and ZedRexx, an Arexx GUI front-end system.

Graphics

Areal bonanza awaits the graphics lover on CUCD7 with a large selec-
tion of anims in IFF and quicktime format, the latest GIF toolkit and

& CyberAVI, a collection of 3D objects to keep those of you who got last
month's Imagined giveaway busy for weeks (months on a 68000!), and
8 bunch of backdrops and icons for smartening up your Warkbench,
Nincluding the latest AES Newlcons and the full Uberbench collection.
You will also find the aMIPEG MPEG and QT quicktime animation
players, with sample animations to try out.

Readers

S Here's the section you produce! I've been scanning through all your
Seontributions through the month and there's some really good stuff to
P8ee and hear. There are masses of mods, plenty of pics, gaggles of
“games and utilities unbounded, including the funniest card pairs style
game |'ve ever seen and a superb collection of utilities which will
iinake life a lot easier for users of Wordworth 3+, as given away on
our December 96 CD.

o b St e A B e

CD-ROM

Here you will find the

most up-to-date version of the excellent
AmICDFS filing system for CD-ROMs

and some useful information for CD32
owners which will help them connect their
machines to an Amiga and plug in A2000
style keyboards.

Demos

As usual we've included all the latest top
'scene’ demos. There's hours of demo
viewing entertainment to be found here.
Some of these require fairly powerful comput-
ers to run, so check any accompanying text
files first.

Information

The latest version of the AmigaGuide to the
Amiga’s shared libraries. All those libraries
that have been hanging around on your hard
drive for years that even Mulder and Scully
couldn’t explain are fully documented. Also the latest updates on
Team Amiga.

Utilities

Power up your computer's foreign file format handling with the very
latest AK datatypes for GIF, JPEG, PNG and SVG files. HFNMounter
mounts virtual floppy disks on your hard drive, searchguide searches
Amigaguide documents to allow you to cut to the chase.There is
also a demo of PCx, the latest and possibly greatest software PC
emulator, and the newest version of ClassAct.

Sound

All sorts for audio junkies this month, with a big collection of players
and player utilities including BFBPlaymaster, a library based multi
format modplayer; Splayer, a GUI front end for Play16: TREG real-
time effects generator; Soundbox sampler converter and effects edi-
tor; MaPlay MPEG audio player; a demo of MIDICONY and much
much more.

Games

Entertainment central with a collection of PD and demo games. As
always we can't guarantee that they'll work on your particular Amiga
so do read whatever documentation is provided, checking system
requirements and so on, Lots of fun to be had here,

Driving CUCDs
Generally driving CUCDs is as simple as clicking on an icon of
something you want to run, play, see etc. You should find it wil
automatically activate a player, viewer or run the program without
further ado. Of course if you access CUCD from a directory utility,
then you can use your own choice of players, viewers etc. on the
specific files,

We can't emphasise enough the importance of clicking on any
readme or other documentation files inside each directory. There's
simply too much material for us to detail here so you'll have to
explore, read the documentation and see if each program or what-
ever is of use or interest to you

So have fun exploring CUCD7 and don't forget to send us any
work of your own so we can include it on later CDsl Also feel free
to write into the magazine and tell us what you'd like to see on
future CDs or how you'd like to see them organised. Address all
letters of this topic to CD Editor,
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. _coverdisk
special offer!

You’ve seen the software, now buy the 600+ page manual
and learn how to get the most out of X-Cad 2000.

The cost is only £14.95 (plus p&p), available from Almathera.
To order:

On the web: http://www.almathera.co.uk

Telephone: 0181 687 0040 (credit card orderline)

or send a cheque, postal order or credit card details to: Almathera, Southerton house, Boundary
Business Court, 92-94 Church Rd, Mitcham. Surrey. CR4 3TD.

UK P&P: £2.25 for first manual, add £1 for each additional manual required.
Europe: £5 for first manual, add £1 for each additional manual required.
Rest of World: £10 for first manual, add £1 for each additional manual required.
Postage is 1st class Recorded/International recorded delivery.
| http://www.almathera.c
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AMIGA BOARDS
AVAILABLE, NO ONE

ELSE COMES CLOSE!
COMPARE THE PERFORMANCE
FIGURES BELOW FOR YOURSELF

| AMIGA 68040ERC and 68060 ACCELERATORS
s o can choose between the S30HIVKIERD Cyberstorm [T of fhe
ultra powerful 68060 version. Whes you fil ¢ Cybersiorm [1 63060
Acceleraior i voer AJHKL AS0OT, AN or AKOT vou can, for
example, resder a graphic with bagine 2.0 software i st 2 4mins...
Coomspare that with 2 massive 10,34 méns on 2 standand A 4000 8028 With

pmpers both Cybersiorm [ are fully plug and play and A4000 users can chooss the
option of 2 5512

# Lip o | 28Mb of standaed SIMMs. can be mstalied and you can cven tramsfer the 72Pin SIMMS
from vour Amizs A4000 siranghl ol our tew Cvbersiorm

» (iptwonal SC51-1 module availshle

I yoer budget curnently only covers the cost of a Cyvbersiorm 11 68M0ERC, you can abways
jp_::m]-(‘ ket oo the Tl st} processor for exim power.

Cyberstorm I 40MHz SRIOERC - 085 - Expandable 1o 125Mb

Cyberstorm I 50MHz 66060 - (b « Expurslalle 1o 1280

Cyberstorm 1T SCS1-2 Module £89. Cybervision 64/30.. b Version B2 19 IR G LRR A

Cybersiorm 11 SIMM RAM Expansions (please call for prices £Call Options... MPEG Dec x't"£l7"i'” Mondtar Switcher 5344»5

For all Zome- 001 Amigas & Tower Sysiem A1 200s with Zome- [ tackplines. The cone
l.II this great huni is the ‘1F'0- v IRGF GRAFHICS FI{IP*nIm E.‘ With 30 capabilitics

Trilinear FiI|rrm;¢ ml.l Shaddmg Fogzing |||r>un:fr:a'nw P.cd Tome X Bendenng
When used with CyberCiraphX 3 Library, Cybervision 843D can even offier a besad
madale | AN users abready have SCSI bosk o their Amiga handware). range of M) facilities for any software developer, OPTIONAL EXPANSIONS.

« MIPEG Decuder - added to the Feature Connactor o provide seal time MPEG andio
anel video devoding i full siee custom screens or, m Workench windows (HE) display using
16724 Bit m‘dh:'n:lu!"g.h‘rﬂrqr:'l. Warkbenck). Stereo andio ouiput is |'p!|u.:.]‘"|] via the 1||||;\i o
dedicated e outpat jack. Upgrade i 4 f;.h.'n {siom 64730 and MPEG bendle

(from previoes Cybervision f4) for 8 SPECTAL LOW FRICE! « Call for full details naw!

Moniior Switcher - with inegrated scan lme doubler. Designed o fit i e Amiga slot this grves
automatic switch over from the standind Amign signad to Cybervision 64700 outpun, Both cands

may be fitied inside AMHKMD00 models leaving thoee Zormo-[11 slots free.

e World’s FASTEST and...
jow the BEST VALUE too!

(4--BIT ENGINE A2000/3000/4000 (T Series) 3D Version
24-BIT COLOUR ACCELERATED GRAPHICS CARD.

Jl-'l-i‘il?iullh 1 2o, iWAD & AN

- - —————
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o Full Coamess coemptibelity

0Mb Standard, Exp. to 1

The bighest performing 6800 accelierator availahile for your A1 X0
Wil i SOMHz 68030 amd MU the [ 230-1V offiers BETTER

PERFORMANCE 1  LOWER PRICE! With 2 Syslnfo rating of
98] (weng & 60 Nasoszcond SIMM) vou can see the 1250V 5
Wefy (i & performance gain of up o SKFE &5 achieved!
Vi it Fast Exparsion Bus, an optional SCSI-2 Controller
module can be essily fined. A industry stimdard SIMM
sacket provides for sp 1o 12EMb of suno-configuning
SLBi FAST RAM for up 1o 256Mb with the 50512
opion wsisg & evin SIMM socket),

12500V Turbo S0MHz 68030 & MML
{1, 32-Hit Fas RAM

Expandable to 128/ 356Mb 5149'”
Fast 60 Namosecond SIMM BAM

£Call

Expansions

B, 72 pan (Call for prices
 Mogorola Mathes Co-processor
08882 PGA rype FPU, S0MH:

N
= 1230-1V
A1200 TURBO ACCELERATOR
and MMU - 50MHz 68030

2.90MIPS with 60 Nanosecond SIMM fithed

18/256Mb

SCall

(12408 2 12407Rc

A1200T* TURBO ACCELERATOR
and MMUWFPU for *TOWER 5YSTEMS
40MHz 68040 - OMb Std, Exp. to 128/256Mb

J0MIPS with §0 Manosecond SIWM fitied

Blizzard 1240T/ERC Turbo Accelerator Memory Board

A super LOW COST A0 Turbo Accelerstor Boaed, ideal for howsing on any *Tower System
AL main hoard { mechanical dmensines, high power consemptios asd heat emission reque
an active cooling cap - we theredoee do ot necommend fitting to stmdard A1 X0 withaut the
appropnaic modifications ¢ic ). The “"ERC” Processors usad on these baands are recycled and
vigorously iested 6800 CPUs operating at #0MHz with MMUFPL - an excellent guaranteed and
competatively priced slemalive. Available options such as dhe SCSIV K and RAM ae shared
with the Blizzard 1230-1V and 1260

1240T/ERC Turbo 41MEz 68040 & MMLVFPU can be anpunded 13
b, 32-Bit Fast RAM - Expandable to 128/ 2566b 49 68060

A15002000 TURBO ACCELERATOR
and MMUFPU - 40MHz 68040
{Mb Standard, Expandable to 128Mb
JOMIPS with 80 Manosecond SIMM fitted

2040 = 2040:xc

Blizzard 2040ERC Turbo Accelerator Memory Board
Thie Blizzaed NMOERC & a super new LOW COST Baard which ofiers A0
s ithe oppomanity 6 upgrade o the same performance as oer Blizzand
IZHTERC Board. Users will then be sble o enjoy full AU power
25 well as take advamtage of the built in SC51-2 imerface,

The “ERC” Processors wsed on these boands are recvcled amd vigorously tewed G300
CPUs operating 3 40MHz with MMLVFPU - an excelleat guaranieed and competitively
pricel allermatne

2040ERC Turbo 40MHz 68040 & MM FPL
(b, 32-Bit Fast RAM - Expandable 1o 128Mb

1260

A1200 TURBO ACCELERATOR

and MMUFPU - 50MHz 68060
0Mb Standard, Expandable to 64/192Mb

F87TMIPS with Singie Sided 6070 Manasecond SIMM

The Blizzard 1260 Turbo Accelerator Memory Board
offers Amiga A 1200 cwners FULL 68060 POWER with & board that phags imio the erepdoor slot!
Your A& 130 will operale at twice o evan dhree imes the speed af an 040 bused upgrade and wp
10 five times the speed of 2 standard A7 Availahle ptioes such & the SCS1-IV Kil and RAM

are: shared with the Biezand 12301V and 1260 g
TSR (s rmapooor |

1260 Tarho S0MHz 68060 & MAIL ||-- TION
TALLK
(isth, 32-Bir Fast RAM - Expandable to 64/192Mb %9'“ “ﬁ easars |

e ——

SCSIIV KIT 5CSI-2 Module ’rm 1230-IV, 12407/ERC and 1260, with additional 128Mb SIMM socket 9%
st SCS1-2 OMA Controller - fo 100Mb/sec transfer rates with addittonal SIMM socket alloring exra memory io be fited) mg‘ \
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> 2060

7 1"'“‘?. A1500/2000 TURBO ACCELERATOR
and MMUFPU - 50MHz 68060
OMb Standard, Expandabile to 128Mb
3A.7IMIPS with 6070 Nanosecond SIMM fitted

Blizzard 2060 Turbo Accelerator Memory Board
offers A | SO2000 owners the same specification w the Bizead 1260 Turko
{1 S0 will operaie at up bo frve fimes the spead of a sasdand AS000)
with FULL 68060 POWER & ale inscludes built in SCSI-2 imierface! If vou
wand the fastes A NSO sound. fita Blirseand X060 now!

2060 Turba S0MH: 68060 & MMU/FPL with bailt in 50512 5569_9.;
(O, 3-Bi Fast RAM - Expanslable to 128Mb
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|Scorp's contract to
acqguire the assets of
Amiga Technologies
has been cancelled,
VIScorp had been lined up to buy
the technology and trademarks of
Amiga Technologies primarily for
use in its ED set-top box project,
designed to combine Internet
access with home TV viewing.
The contract was cancelled as
VIScorp failed to pay the agreed
US$20 million within the stipulat-
ed time scale, reduced from an

VISCORP

original $40 million price from ini-
tial negotiations. This means the
Amiga name and its technology is
now open to new bidders
However, VIScorp are by no
means out of the picture. They
have stated that they will continue
to work towards the purchase of
the Amiga technology.

VIScorp say that they no longer
believe the assets are worth the
agreed price. They say a major
factor was the loss of Escom as a
guaranteed distributor for

ViScorp-Amiga Deal Off

VIScorp's set-top and Amiga prod-
ucts since Escom filed for bank-
ruptey in July. Further, VIScorp
claims that a large and valuable
inventory has not been secured
by Escom's trustee. Finally,
VIScorp referred to unnamed pira-
cies of the Amiga technology by
‘small and large companies alike’
reducing the value of the owner-
ship of the technology.

VIScorp reaffirmed that they
wiould continue to work towards
the purchase of the Amiga

technology. Until October 31
VIScorp directly funded the opera
tion of Amiga Technologies from
company resources.

It has been suggested that
QuikPak are a favourite to acquire
the Amiga rights. QuikPak are a
Canadian company currently pro-
ducing A4000T motherboards and
selling complete A4000T systems
At the time of going to press the
situation has not been resolved,
so the state of limbo continues.
CU will keep you updated

Two new 16-bit sound cards are
soon 1o t:e released as finally the
choice of 16-bit audio upgrades
starts to pan out from the limited
selection that's been on offer
until now. ACT in Germany are
currently putting the finishing
touches to their Prelude card,
while an alternative, Melody is in
the works from a band of German
Amiga hardware developers,
Prelude is a Zorro card for all
Amigas, including the A1000 and
also the A500 with a forthcoming
interface. At the moment it's
awaiting a full suite of software,

although it already has AHI
(Audio Hardware Interface) dri
vers which ensure compatibility
with a number of existing audio
programs, including HippoPlayer,
Play16 and DeliTracker.

Likewise, Melody is a Zorro
card but it features a DSP with
specific features for playing
MPEG audio. Digital input and
output are promised alongside
analogue equivalents. Specific
support for the Melody card via
OctaMED SoundStudio is appar-
ently in the works. More news as
we get it.

- New Sound Cards Immmen
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Stateside

by Jason Compton

ViIScorp: All Change

Carl Sassenrath, original Amiga OS
designer, has resigned as Director
of Software for VIScorp. Citing
intolerable management, among
gther things, Mr Sassenrath has
since set out a broad list of goals
fior a future computer platform that
would rectify the inefficiencies of
modern computing,

In less dramatic fashion, |
fesigned as Communications
Manager for VIScorp in mid-
Becember. David Rosen, VP of
Business Development, will take
over the handling of Amiga
inquiries for the company. Mr.
Rosen is reachable at
drosen(@ix. netcom, com.

the larger, PC-dominated
i Computer Fest '96 in Toronto,

i drew a host of North American

¢ exhibitors including a strong con
tingent of Canadian Amiga retail-
i ers. Notable among these was

: National Amiga, which recently

i expanded its status as one of the
i premier Amiga dealerships by
merging with a London, Ontario

i highstreet dealer under the

: National Amiga name.

Canada Show Success

Amiga Fest '96 went ahead as

i planned in London, Toronto,

! boasting exhibitors such as

i NewTek, Nova Design and

i AmiTrix. CU Amiga Magazine are
glad to say that it enjoyed a

: large degree of success.

Amiga Fest '96, a subset of

Phase & was on hand to

show off the PowerlUP accelera-
: tor card as seen recently at the
i Cologne Computer '96 s
i November (see last month's
i news section for
and to p
i computer, still in early develop-
ment in Germany. Directory

: Opus
Potter and his publisher, Greg

how In

more details),
romote their A\Box

5 developer Jonathan

Perry of GPSoft, were at the
show all the way from Australia
on the last leg of

their worldwide tour. Paul Nolan
was also at the show to

help extol the virtues of the
Siamese System.

The talk of the show was
QuikPak, North American manu-
facturers of the Amiga A4000T.
In addition to promoting their
1evy BB0B0 accelerator card, the
A4080, they had a pair of ‘con
cept machines’ an display: the
A40B0L and ASOSOT.

The 4060L is a development
of the portable Amiga concept
first introduced in August by
VIScorp on behalf of QuikPak at
an Atlanta user group meeting.

The ABDEOT is based on the
Eagle Pentitrator system with
seamless switching between
the Amiga running 68060 and
the PC side running at Pentium
speeads, all in an A4000T case.
This show model had an LCD

bolted into its side, allowing you
to use it as a flat desktop
machine (albeit a rather large
one) with a built-in display, but it

is unclear if this innovation will
make it to market,
QuikPak indicated to a

number of people at the

show that they were actively
pursuing a bid for the Amiga
assets from Escom’s bankruptcy
trustee, Dr. Hembach.

The organisers of Amiga
Fest, Amazing Software can be
reached online at www.cyg.
net/~amazing. QuikPak can be
reached online at www.amiga-
support.com/guikpak

The World of Amiga '96
show, hizarrely scheduled to
take place two weeks after the
Movember Amiga Fest at the
same venue, was cancelled
when it became apparent that
the two shows would clash,

New Toaster Magé

High Spec Game

i A new player, Aurora Works Inc,
i has entered the Amiga games

i scene,
: quality products aimed at high
spec machines, °

& new Newtek-endorsed quarterly
publication is currently in the
works. Details are currently
sketchy, but the launch of the
magazine is planned for early
1897, and it should be bi-monthly
within a year.

The new magazine will be wek
comed by the Amiga community
as the long-running Amiga video
magazines Video Toaster User and
LightWave Pro have ceased pubhli-
cation. However, there has been
the promise of a six-month insert
of Video Toaster news and infor--
mation in existing Miller Freeman
Wideo and graphics publications

Already some new publications
are appearing to plug the gap.
Visual Inspirations of Tampa,

Florida has announced a new, free

enline magazine to support users
of the Video Toaster/Flyer system
and Amiga Lightwave artists. VI is
@ long-standing developer of tools
for Video Toaster users. More
information on their upcoming
publication is available at
http:/vionline.com/newtek.

dedicated to developing

Aurora Works Inc. has

announced two titles for 1997

The first, Zone 99, is a strategy/

i action genre title with 99 levels
: of play and head-to-head

action.
The goal is to explore the game-

i world in search of Zone 99 by
i completing
coming obstacles, sometimes

with the help of vour opponent. A
i shareware demo is scheduled for

challenges and over-

Aurora

M- Lho iR XK -8

January, while the full commercial
release is set for March. The sec-
ond, Betrayed, is to be an
action/adventure set in a dark
future. Details are sketchy but the
release is planned for Autumn '97.
Aurora Works are aiming their
titles at high-spec Amiga
machines with 030 processors as
a minimum. They also plan ful
support for the CyberGraphX
video card standard and to take
full advantage of the AGA
chipset. More information an
Aurora Works is available at
www.auroraworks.com.

2

i the standard M1438 14"
- tor and the high-spec M1764

: 17" 'monitor complete with digi
! tal controls. Planned prices are
. USS470 for the 14" model and

i USS790 for the 17" model.

g US Gets Multisync

¢ Software Hut, a large and

. longtime Amiga dealer and

: distributor, have a significant

: quantity of Amiga Technologies/
i Microvitek multisync monitars

i for sale.

After AT returned their moni-

i tors (which it was no longer
! able to afford), Software Hut
: stepped in to take a number of
i them off Microvitek’s hands.

Software Hut will carry both
monik-




'New Wordworth

Wordworth? the World’s most popular
Amiga word processor, is now even
better with the release of
Wordworth® 6.
Just look at these new features—
e New drawing tools: polygon, regular
polygon, bezier curve and freehand.
* More ARexx commands and macros.
* Password protection on documents.
* Watermarks.
* |Improved RTF file support.
¢ Over 1000 pieces of clipart.
e 50 Compugraphic fonts.
® CDROM version.
e Plus many other minor improvements

and refinements.

The Experts Applaud

Since its launch in 1991, Wordworth® has grown fo
become the most successful and most popular word proces-
sor ever developed for the Amiga. After all, 250,000 users

can’t be wrong!

Y
oy
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LAATRNR e SUPERSTAR
AMIGA
<p

And with the launch of new Wordworth® 6, Digita™ has
clearly demonstrated its continued commitment to the Amiga

community.

wDIGIT ® Black Horse House Exmouth EX8 1)L ENGLAND

An Offer You Can’t Refuse
Wordworth® & is now
available on CDROM™*

at an introductory price

of just £39.99** (if you

already own Wordworth;
or any other word
processor, you can

upgrude for |ust DIGITAL DATA

£19.99+4).

Amazing Value!
Wordworth® 6 for £39.99 is pretty
incredible value. Better still, for just
£10 more you can also buy the com

plete Digita™ range...

Wordworth® 6 Office
contains  Wordworth® 6,
Datastore™ 2, Money Matters™ 4

and Organiser 2, all on one conve-

nient COROM* [if you already own
any of these Digita™ products, you can upgrade t

Wordworth 4 Office for just £34.99*%),

Don’t Miss This Special Introductory Offer—
Call today!

To order, telephone 01 395 270 273, facsimile 01 395
268 893, email sales@digita.demon.co.uk or visit our
web site URL www.digita.com.

*Floppy disk versions also availat
**Plus £3 postage and packogi

INTERNATIONAL Telephone 01 395 270 273 Facsimile 01 395 268 893 Email sales@digita.demon.co.uk URL www.digita.con

| supsersedin Gy pravoe aaues. Mo port of this adkes! may be reprochcsd withost wiifien permis

Weidmorh o regivensd, and Dolasiors, Digik, e Digila logo ondl Money Matirs ane rademarks ol Digilm Hetdirg
1 and mochng requrements at any tme. All ecilic recuinements ond sageschaticn, ol the
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31.5% Disks & Disks Boxes

Inkjet / Bubblejet Cartridges

Bulk Bramded Lolf 2+ S

3 V[ 3 Canas BJ 1 ex/3 Cartridge 16 RN 155

- H..I} t I.I ! .I II.I Cunoem BJC Dbl Rlack Redflll T T ]

10 Disks £5 £h L6 £ Cancs BJC 5000 Colour RAE L) D DL

25 Disks  £10 £11 - - Commudore MIS127T0 Cartridge ([T T [T

=ik Thle . . . P [¥ Jet 500 Series Black Cartridge 1000 MUSH 2060

50 Disks ~ £16 €18 £24 i:]'h HIP IF Jot 500 Series Tri-Colowr Cart. 1180 228 2200

104 Disks  £29 £33 41  £66 WP Thisk e/ Cuistjet Cart ridgr 10AD LGS LS

250 Disks  £A5 £76  £96 £153

S0 Disks  £125 £14% £187 £288

All Disks Certified 100% ERROR FREF
& INCLUDE FREE Labels

Inkjet / Bubblejet Refill Kits

Ajujibe Saylew iter B0 far 2 x 20mi Refills
Camon B Vil i 50 A.50 For 2 x 2iiml Relillls
Canon 1] 20230 RS0 For I % 20l Relillls
W precsn Sy lus SR L (M) H.30 for 2 x 2imd Refillls
Lackable 5.5 BoseaDraws iher Boxes & Wallels e Sty lus Ul Black .50 For 2 v 12md Reldlls
WM Capacity Baox 259 15 10 Cap. Bowes L3 Epsen Stylus Colowr Colour 1050 Tor Sl of sach Col
50 Capacily Bax AR LFT 6 Cap Wallets 3599 Hp [ et SN0 Series Black LI} for 2 & il Refills
20 Capacily Draw 1899 Lischalily CHY s HIFF IV Jei Sbb Series Tri-Oolour D10 For | 2md of esch (ol
S Capseiny 169 Siar SJ48 50 For 1 1 Ml Relills

Various Dust Covers available from £3.99

Ring For Cartridges & Refills not listed

01543 250377
Ring us or send cheques to:

Owl Associates, Dept 505, Owl House, -

5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffs WS14 9SE e

(ficial Government & Educativnal orders welcome E& OFE

ONE WAY
¥ be tied to taking “Pot Luck” when
buying ClipArt? Now YOU can select your | |
own preferences from the comfort of your
own home. Choose from over 3000 images_
in over 40 Categories. Give yourself a break|— -
d TRY BEFORE YOU BUY! Available
in Formats suitable for all Amiga Programs
(Hi-Res Bitmapped or Scaleable)
All images are 8 ta 256 Colours.... suitable
for both Colour and Mono Printers. All
clips are artist drawn.......no scanned {*""“
or traced images here!
i

See our
Iiﬂﬁ IE I BEEI!'I S Ink Advert
on Page &7

REFILLS (Microfiltered Non-Clog Formula) all Colours from 87p per refill
COMPATIBLE CARTRIDGES As good as original . but cheaper! from £4.99

e
We have been supplying our Customers with Refill Inks for many years, and most
of our sales are re-orders. We demonstrate the quality of our Inks by providing a
FULL COLOUR PRINTOUT with every Information Pack. Wheo else does this?

T Tiptopel

EVERYTHING you need to know!

Two unique new illustrated guides, reveal all che secrecs
and techniques that can bring you sex-cess with women
- OR YOUR MOMEY BACK!

I. HOW TO PICK UP GIRLS

REVEALS: * The best pick-up techniques. = Ower 100
fantastic opening lines * How to instantly attract girls you
have only just met = A simple rule that will triple the

HOW 70 ATTRACT GIRL

number of dates you get - Foolproof conversation
techniques. I-ln-nmwhnur"hrdm;u" * How o
date exceptionally beautiful girls. - 50 great on

nh:u;uhwillwmtmhe\ﬂthym:gn |
and again = and much, much morel l.l!"

A4 iofl covr. T papm

REVEALS: * More brilliant “pick-up™ techniques and
lines. * How to become “sexually attrac-
tive”, * Secrets that girls will never tell. » What
really turns a woman on. * The art of seduction
revealed. « What you need to know to be “"GLE"

(Great in Bed). - and much,

much

4 Soft creer. 4 pagen
User reports confirm success: ; :
“ﬁmmﬂuqhmﬁmmgﬂlmmmmwﬁihdmmmmw*h
wa something that one week earlier would hove been mpomsible.” 0.5, London
“My only disoppodtment & that ity avallable to other men and [ con't keep what l'ee lsarnt all to myselfT™

. - DB, Hemal Hempstead

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: If your not | 00% delighted you may return
either guide for a full no-guestic shoed refund!

Credit card holders may |_:|||:||| ﬂ|53q-ﬁ! ?I EI { 24-hr answeer phone)
CASUTILTD., PO BOX 115, 20 BRITANMNIA PLACE, ST. HELIER |E4 8QQ

TS0 et 50 b sucrmatul with g, | udurstnn et ¥ T ot 107 sasefied with the goodh | receiv | may ratum |
| chesm in good condition lor & Al refund, Cir chas. basis pleass send me: I
| [ HOwY TO PICK LIP GBRLS — Prics £11.55 ine. pAp. Dmmmmamm-muﬂtﬁu.w:
IDlwmmﬂmmthﬂwplﬂhﬂm“ plp. i
I enchoss & chaqua®O for Lo WMEAMLTD.WMH!Q]HHMIMI
| MASTERCARD ( | ]
:.i.m.m B 1 I N N I N A NN N A NN A G (Y ™ | :
:m—......... i ummmmm:
i Add i
- Bt 5, e 0 . Post Cota. o
| CASUTI LTD., PO BOX 115, 20 BRITAMMIA STREET, ST. H!Llu;uaq-q I
e T B e e il

Pic’'n Mix
FONTS

L oMl A SEEGOATE CHILLD

cumese itisnas HEADHUNTER STEEL

E INDIANAS ENEORED STAR
WHARMBEY

N el | Unlike some of the cheap and cheerful Font

WGBBLE CDs and Disks doing the rounds, our Fonts s“aﬁs

WORK! Select from over 4000 Fonts in | |
ZARROU| voh COMPUGRAPHIC and ADOBE | BAARPE
S SV R B RE

formats and leave the rest up to us! POSTCT

For Bulk Buyers we offer some very
special deals with Fonts from 7p each

@D@B m@ We have been in business since 1991 and HHNE“ME
pioneered the Pic n Mix concept. Our

service is unique with a TECHNICAL & 2
HELPLINE for all of our valued Customers /Y& 1 QI

ORIENT AL 9RANERMN S HRAPNEL
Medusa STENCILSTRETCH
\OAEAVAEAN= WASHBOOK!
POWERUNER OLDEWORLDE 1)11.\ T 2 JELIEF
For your FREE 46 Page Information Pack,
either Write, Phone, or Fax us.

. SELECTAFONT (Dept CU)
84 Thormpe Road, Hawkwell, Nr ank!ey, Essex. 555 4JT

wom—
FAX: 01702 200062 gy g% PHONE: 01702 202835
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A\Box: Future of Amiga’

A\Box: an Amiga-compatible

super computer
with awesome
specifications. CU
Amiga Magazine
investigates this
exciting new
phenomena to find
\ out what it

\ will mean for
" your future.
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ou like one of these
i'-_.-'-L.' desk? |I S not an
ga, it's no .1“ i'..:-':'u d
ne |l|._l all those
] --:'i'_'-- our impressior
152 B's stunning A\Box wil
ff the production line
ear. What you can't see from this
» absolutely awesome techni
1 it boasts. Take a look at
inel on page 25 for a run
e best bits. It's a beast of com
it to deliver high end pro
ver to the masses, Realtime
mind-blowing audio facilities
re displays and a lightning
L) and internal structure are
nu. And the price for all this
156 D expect to give us all
mazingly |y price f f |,_l:|_|':.;
cheap do-it-all home com
the TV and run a few games
onal paint program. It has
to become a complete audio
ition for the price of a low
ned to run the Amiga's : . A NBox looks
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cient I are designs nardware cificatic ave certainly densive catal Amiga softwar Srapbics.
1 design like that I! t gets the sof
nd interest from third party
velopers it could revolutionise
mputer-based industries, ! ple . Unders r'|1L1hL the
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“Funny thing
about the A\Box is
that for years |
used to ‘design’

dream machines
like it in my mind.
It is truly a

dream machine ... "’

Carl Sassenrath - Creator of Amiga
‘Exec’, Ex Software head of VIiScorp

A NBox is a perlect platform for 30 graphics. Under Amiga0s it (see news).

coubd run Lightwave, even without its own native version.
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A Right: the
Cyberstorm
060, Amiga's
first GBOGD
acellerator,
was developed
by Phase 5.
This is typical
of Phase 5's
constant tech-
mical innova-
tion, which
bodes well for
the futare of
the A\Box.

A Right:
NewTek played
a hig role im
the Amiga's
smccess in thi
USA with their
Amiga-based
Video Toaster,
The AiBox
lnoks like the
ideal hase for
a similar
concepl.

Who are Phase 5?

e
DIGITAL PRODUCTS

To those in the know, while the Phase 5
announcement of the A\Box specifica-
tion was stunning, it wasn't surprising.
The German based Oberursel firm (near
Frankfurt) has plodded on with devel-
oping high-powered expansion systems
all through both of the two Amiga buy-
out dramas.

A relatively recent newcomer to the
Amiga market, Phase 5 started out
making the Amiga's first Zorro Ill SCSI
card, the Z3 Fastlane. However they
moved swiftly on to producing the first
68030 card for the A1200 with DMA-
SCSI capability. They were also first to
provide 68060 accelerators for the
Amiga. Their Blizzard range of accelera-
tors also didn't stop at the 030 and
moved on up to the incredible 68060
with the Blizzard 1260. They also creat-
ed the Amiga’s first 64-bit graphics
board, the CyberVision.

Statistically, Phase 5 shipped Amiga
hardware products to the value of £5.5
million in 1995 and since Christmas
1995 30,000 hardware products have
been delivered. Their meteoric rise
from a minor developer to a major
player in the Amiga market lies firmly
at the hands of the two owner/direc-
tors Gerald Carda and Wolf Dietrich
racking up over 20 ‘product of the year’
style awards from international Amiga
journals. They've also clinched their fair
share of CU Amiga Superstar ratings.
More recently and behind the scenes,
Phase 5 have been working on a plan
to move to the Amiga from the 680x0
CPU to the powerfyl RISC Power PC
just like the Apple Macintosh has done.
Phase 5 are also Macintosh developers
which explains some of their experi-
ence with this type of technology.

At one stage, Phase 5 had an
arrangement with Amiga Technologies
to provide a drop-in Power PC upgrade
for the ill-fated ‘Walker'. Though Amiga
Technologies wound down with the
financial failure of Escom, Phase 5 con-
tinued to work-on the Power PC.

Recently Phase 5 started shipping
the so-called ‘PowerUp’ upgrades to
Amiga developers. Initially an
upgrade to Cyberstorm 68040/060
accelerators, even the later low-end
A1200 units possess both an 680x0
CPU of some kind in addition to the
mighty Power PC. This approach
allows both professional and amateur
Amiga developers to port their soft-
ware gradually across to Power PC.

flexible system where you can choose a
display up to 24-bits containing video data
in RGB, CMYK and YUV formats. Combine
this with the processing power of such a
beast, its unified memory system, and any-
one involved in DTP or graphics work will at
last have a machine to take care of the
most demanding tasks, providing Amiga
software is still available to run on it when
the A/Box is released. | can't wait...”

The Macintosh running the industry
standard DTP software, Quark Express, has
antrenched the machine into a profitable
niche. However the Mac hardware is fairly
primitive and the operating system 1S a less
productive non-multitasking affair. The
A\Box will have video display hardware and

“ This is the kind of
machine which |
can believe in for
the future. Phase 5
may not be the
fastest in bringing a
product to the
market, but they
always did what
they announced. ”

Michael Hohmann, Ex Developer Support
Manager for Amiga Technologies.

A With the right software, A\Box could do amazing things for
musicians and blow current standand systems out of the water.

netwaorking capabilities to put even the top
of the range Power Mac to shame, and for
a better price according to Phase 5. What's
mare, there'll be an Amiga style operating
system to boot, increasing productivity
through multitasking and a better user
interface. All that's needed then is a port of
Quark Express or at least some other DTP
package with the same level of power It
remains to be seen if the A\Box will capti-
vate the big developers in the same way as
t has Amiga enthusiasts

Eager anticipation
Things are already looking good, though,
with the Amiga's major remaining develops
ers keenly interested in porting their
packages initially to the PowerUp
upgrades for standard Amigas and then
later to the A\Box. Kermit Woodall of Nova
Design Inc., creators of the superb
ImageFX image processing software had
this to say.

“The annpunced hardware specifications
are exciting. Speaking as just another
Amiga owner | think the biggest i1ssues will
be Amiga compatibility either true com-
natibility or design philosophies. We are
considering porting ImageFX to the A\Box
but it's still too early to know what move
Nova Design might make.”

Mr Woodall reflects many of our con
cerns but finishes on & positive note by
going on to say:

"“We're also quite interested in backing
Phase 5's PowerUp PPC board. This board
addresses current Amigas quite nicely.
look forward to these as well since they
can provide a path for present Amigas to

S T N L T L U
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*Pc PC CPU

Up to a theoretical 500MHz maximum,

the A\Box is well poised to move with
lotorola’s Pentium beater. Multiple

s are even possible.

~#128-bit high performance
access speed is a factor in
disk and video/animation perfor-
2, The A\Box's 100MHz bus with
AM memory can manage an

ble 1.6 Gigabytes per second.

bus clock of 33MHz (not the CPU clock
rate), the A\Box starts with 100MHz for
f" tering access to the system.

Two 24-bit video DIVIAs
Not one but two video output systems,
on hr extremely high true-colour
resolutions and the other for video
ork which may be genlocked. On-
creen windows can be viewed from

her using different image types (RGB

-',:= ch of these outputs at CD quality
4KHz 16-bit but can be real-time
for an infinite number of virtual

achieve PPC speeds wi thout sacrificing
backwards compatibility.

Sharing alike

With the A\Box's basic compatibility with
ihe Amiga and the existing enthusiast
base, shareware authors should find it

sstraightforward to port and create new

Software on the platform. Understandably
the developers we asked voiced concerns
gver developers tools being made avail-
able. In particular Magic User Interface was
mentioned. If developer's support material
such as the MU| graphical user interface
jibrary is ported to the A\Box then thé same
high level of Amiga shareware support is
virtually guaranteed. We tracked down the
author of MUI, Stefan Stuntz, to ask him
about a port to the A\Box.

"As far as MUI goes, | do intend to port
MUl to every important successor of
AmigaOs,"

50 will others follow suit? It's assumed
that Phase 5's Amiga graphics retarg sys
i8m, CyberGraphX, will form the basis of
the graphics API (Application Programmers
Interface). This should ensure compatibility
With the Amiga's existing 24-bit software
With CyberGraphX compatibility. For exam-

bple, programmers contracted to Phase §

hiave already extended the Amiga0QS

" datatypes capability to 24-bit,

iIhe capability of the A\Box to house
Wery fast high-end Power PC CPUs and

veven multiple CPUs and the incredible

Wgraphics specification (and video output),

mixed channels per output. The FAME
DSP-RISC can be used to further process
the audio.

* Two video input ports

Full digital quality YUV 4:2:2 inputs
allow very high quality video grabs to
be processed. Combined with the FAME
DSP-RISC unit, they could be mixed in
real time for Video Toaster style effects.

* Two Audio inputs
Standard 16-bit audio inputs for every-
day te CD quality sampling.

*LCD (TFT) display controller
As standard can drive LCD screens like
laptops pointing towards a portable
A'Box being constructed with ease. Also
handy for the desktop front-panel LCD
idea as per our cover concept render.

* PCl bus

The high-performance card standard for
the PC comes to the A\Box allowing the
bolt-on of cheap third party hardware if
any of it is needed

®* Local 16-bit DMA bus
Running at 66MHz, this bus can be used
for universal low-cost applications
which need up to 132Mb/s transfer
rates. Also known as the hacker’s bus

means that Phase 5 could target the graph-
ics workstation market the Amiga once
dominated. Silicon Graphics workstations
may be seen as being too expensive and
with an inferior operating system, not to
mention the lack of third party PD tools that
Amiga compatibility brings to the task.
Even if Phase 5's Amiga compatible OS
fails to gain support in this niche, Mr
Dietrich told us that they were working on

COVER FEATURE

what'’s it got then? Here are the technical specifications

* ‘Firewire’ IEEE 1394
An new extremely high speed interface
standard accepting up to 64 devices,
long cable lengths and up to 200
megabits/s transfer rate. Especially
useful for digital video cameras and
future devices.

* ‘FAVIE’ DSP-RISC co-processor
The Flexible Area Management Engine
is custom Digital Signal Processor
which can process audio/video data in
real time for synthesis and effects. 3D
graphics will also benefit greatly and
you could even have circular windows.

* Fast SCSI I
Phase 5 go back to their roots with a
built in fast DMA SCSI-Il interface.

*ISDN

For the comms nuts, A\Box has a built
in ISDN modem allowing dial-up or
leased line access to the Internet and
such forth.

* Amiga compatible OS
Running the whole show will be Phase
5's operating system which is already
100% AmigaOS Exec compatible, cur-
rently in testing. Advanced features
such as built-in support for multi
processors will be added.

organising the drivers to allow a major
flavour of Unix (probably Linux) to run on
the A\Box. Again with its networking capa-
bility and built-in ‘Firewire’ high speed com-
munications, it could find a foothold as
everything from the basis of a professional
render farm'’ to a stand-alone graphics
warkstation to an Internet server. Phase 5
dppear to be hedging their bets wisehy:. W
Mat Bettinson

29z
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Choice for great value and service
The UK's most popular mall order company.

Seperate order lines
UK Orders: 0500 131 486 Overseas: +44 1793 514 188

—# Ways to receive your order
Standard 1-2 days. Next Day or Same Day Delivery

M Easy ways to order
‘..'J_, I-"h:}r:-.' Fax. E-mall, Post.
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The Internet is a whole new world of exciting things just waifing
to be discovered. Providing, that is, you can get through.

Here at NETCOM, Karen makes sure you do just that.
You see, she helps us to operate more modems per customer
than other Internet Service Providers — which means you
should never hear the engaged fone.

Our huge web cache in Bracknell (which is packed with
all the most popular sites and games) also means you don't
end up frying to connect fo the same server af the same time
as six million other surfers.

You'll also always be able to get through fo our helpline if
you get stuck, as our technical support staff are here 24 hours
a day, 365 days a year.

Karen and her modems also save you money. Because

they're the fastest available, you'll spend less time on-line
downloading files and so have smaller phone bills. Not that
you'll be spending a lot of money; all we ask is a fiat fee of
just £14.95 a month (including VAT) and you can have your
first month for a special introductory price of just £5.95.
If youd like to get more out of the Net with NETCOM call,
_fax, apply at our web site or send us the coupon below. We'll .
then send you your free copy of NETCOMplete Amiga thatll
have you better connected within 10 minutes. .

Call: 0800 973 001 Fax: 0645123 512 Apply at: hitp://www.netcom.net.uk The Internet people it's easier fo get on with

PLEASE SEND ME MY FREE COPY OF NETCOMplete Amiga on diskette. When | register, | will receive my first month for £5.95.
Ill be using the Net for [ | business [ | pleasure [] bit of both. Send completed coupon fo: Netcom Internet Limited, Freepost TK 2238, Box 512,
28 Old Brompton Road, South Kensington, London SW7 3BR.

Mame: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms METCOM and NETCOMghe: are rademaries of NETCOM On-Line Communication
Address: Services Inc. All oiher brond nomes and trodemarks ane fully recognised as the
: property of thair respective owners.

From time to fime we may pass your nome on lo olher, conefully selecied
comgpanias who miay wish to mall you with offers. Pease tick here If you prefer
Postcode: Telephone: not fo receive such infermation, [

RGUOI
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Part II:
Professional 3D Graphics

What could be better than turning your
beloved hobby into a career? if you think
you're a bit handy with 3D graphics you
could do worse than to give it a shot ...

ow many times have vou been
watching a movie that seemed
10 be going nowhere, when all
of a sudden it's transformed into
an adrenalin-pumping thriller as
8 blast of computer generated speacial
giiects hits the screen? Even though
these cutting edge effects are often
there to bolster weak plots or gloss over
wooden acting, the fact that they can
make such a difference to a production
just goes to show how important the
whole computer graphics thing has
pecome in the movie and TV business
Since Tron amazed us all those years
800 with its surreal computer animated
scenes, techniques and tools have
advanced to such a degree that now
We're never quite sure what is real and
what is a bunch of cleverly arranged
pixels. Only a few years ago computer

graphics in movies were limited to simu-
lations of simple machines: spaceships,
robots, anything except real life animate
objects or creatures.

All that's changed now of course. Just
ook at the incredibly realistic creatures in
the movie Jumanji (among others, the
elephants were totally computer generat-
ed) or of course Jurassic Park, still to be
outclassed by anything Hollywood has
produced since.

And then of course there's Toy Story,
the Steamboat Willy of computer anima
tion, and the relentless march of the sci-fi
epic such as the Star Trek movies and
ndependence Day

Maybe you'd like to get in on the
action yourself? Thera's no reason why
you shouldn't if you've got the necessary
skills and talent. All yvou need is determi-
nations and some pointers

Suggested systems

You've probably already got all it
takes to script, model, render and
record your first video showreel,
even if you don’t know it. One of
the Amiga's most useful aspects is
its video output. Newer Amigas
have a colour composite video
output and all Amigas have a
higher quality RGB video out to
connect to a video recorder. This
means you can record animations
to video from any Amiga. Utilities
such as Viewtek can play anima-
tions direct from a hard drive, so
you don’t need a lot of RAM but it
helps. Both suggested systems
below will be able to output large
3D animations to video tape.

mDasirﬂhla

* Amiga 1200 system
*Hard drive i +68060-based Amiga
*CPU and RAM upgrade *V-Lab Motion
* Domestic VCR video card
*Imagine 4.0 . *LightWave 3D
«Various PD utilities  : + High quality S-VHS VCR
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Animation
and modelling
are the twe
main talents

galloping
horse was
created
entirely fram
scratch by Jeff
Ranasinghe of
Pure Artwark
using
LightWave to
mudel the
harse and
bring it to life.
If you can
come up with
an original
sequence like
this you
should be well
on your way to
 frmitful
career in 30,

Below: mare
amimation from
Jett Ranasinghe
o @ mare
simister tip.
Right: CU Amiga
reader

Patrice Mille
demonstrales
the cartman
modelling style
with an
add-looking
character ¥

If you want to earn a living from 3D
computer graphics, you should have fig
ured this one out already. Your Amiga is of
course an ideal tool on which to cut your
rendering teeth. Using last month's
Imagine 4.0 cover disk give away (com-
plete with FPU version, we wouldn't hold
yvou back with only an integer version)
vou can emulate just about anything you'll
see on the silver screen, even if you
would need afair bit of RAM and prefer
ably a digital video hard disk editing sys-
tem to pump out full video resolution
seqguences in realtime (not such a pipe
dream in fact).

Imagine 4.0 can handle every part of the

process, from wireframe modelling,
through texturing with its own procedural
features and brush maps, to
animating with inverse kine-
matics, bones, and automated
motion paths. While we can't
claim Imagine is an industry
standard with the movie
business, it's the ideal sys-
termn with which to learn
the ropes and craft
jaw-dropping
showreels to
present to the
big players in
Hollywood and
other leading
production companies.

Even the power of
lesser Amiga set-ups can
be harnessed to produce
sequences that are
sufficient to show off your
talents. If you're trying to
get a foot in the door of a
computer animation
production company, it's
the underlying techniques
and skills you should be
displaying rather than the
hardware you used to make
your showreel. See the "Suggested
systems’ box on page 29 for some exam-
ple set-ups.

- -
Perfect combination
All the best 3D graphics you see in the
movies (and anywhere else for that matter)
are the product of a combination of the pro
ducer's knowledge and use of the soft-
ware/hardware and traditional animation and
cinematography technigues.

Think about it: how many names do you
see scrolling up the screen during the
closing credits of an average movie? Lots,
because no one person can be expected to
be an expert in acting, storyboarding,
directing, producing, make up, wardrobe,
photography, editing, sound recording,
scripting, catering ...

However, all of these skills and more
are required to put together a major league
movie, and if the computer generated

L

seguences are to fit seemlessly with the
live footage, they too must be planned and
‘filmed’ according to the same set of cine
matic rules’. To this end, it's worth trying to
apply many of these traditional movie mak-
ing techniques to your own sequences.
Computer animation opens up loads of
new options which previously would have
been too dangerous, 100 expensive or
just plain impossible to achieve
with conventional filming
methods. If you're making
your own brand of
animations and 30
movies, you can
do what the hell
you like, but if you
want to be snapped
up by the movie
industry you should
be careful not to get
too unrealistic with
vour lighting, camera
motion paths and so on.
Mot every 30
sequence has
to resemble’a
| ride in the fronk
car of a roller-
coaster. Even
so, if you were 1@
be taken on board
such a production coms=
pany, it would probably be your modelling
and animating skills that would be of inters
est. Specific direction of the 3D
sequences, including its photography,
would not necessarily be your concern, bug
it won't hurt to show an understanding of
the bigger picture

The right skills

Modelling and character animation are the
two main skills to acquire and display
Unlike 3D work for games, which forces
the use of very few polygons and simpliss
tic structures (in a game everything must
be re-rendered up to 50 times every Sec-
ond), 3D modelling for TV and the movies
gives you more freedom to develop your
objects with finer details, both in terms of
the underlying wireframe mesh, and the
textures and bump maps that adorn them:
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Building up a complex animated model
fiom scratch can be a daunting prospect
for the beginner. It's not easy and neither
181t something you're likely to pick up
g¥ernight. It can be tempting to take a
fice big object from a CD-ROM and just
Use that in yvour own animations, but if
§ou can't model your own then you're not
going to have much to offer any prospec-
tive employer. Anyone can load an object,
position it and hit the render button,
However, if you want an insight into how
models are built, then examining and
Mmoditying existing objects is a good place
to start.

It's worth taking time and testing your-
gelf to see if you can really cut when it
gomes to making highly realistic models. It
might be a painful process, especially if
jour Amiga is on the slow side, but there's
HEpoInt presenting anyone with a bunch
pihalf baked characters and objects that
have visible seams, stray polygons and
Bdges that don't match up. It would be
BEter to fine tune a couple of really
impressive pieces that are more likely to
et people to take notice.

Rich in texture

Bood texturing can make the difference
Detween an object that looks like a.bit of
gomputer graphics and something that's
fotally convincing. Procedural textures are
gigat and can be perfect for some jobs,
gspecially for very large scale renders of
grganic objects, but don't forget brush
maps though.

The main problem with using brush
Maps is that they pixelate when viewed
00 close up, but they do give you the
atvantage of being able to scan or grab
images and patterns from any sources
you have available. If you're working on a
showreel project to go onto VHS video
¥ou should be able to work around these
preblems. Brush maps are very useful,
gspecially if you want to 'cheat’ by mak
INg up some objects as part of the back-
ground scenery: just build a simple plane
gbject and wallpaper it with your brush
map. Make sure the camera doesn't get
100 close or view it from the side

Brush maps are just as useful for those

big showcase objects too. Remember
that you can make your own brush maps
from scratch, modify existing images or
even render procedural textures to
surfaces and then enhance them from
within a paint package or image proces-
sor, to be re-applied to an object within
your 3D software

Realistic animation
The third and possibly most important
skill is animating your objects. This does-
n't mean putting an object in a scene and
setting a path for the camera to zoom
around as it tracks the central object. This
is real animation, in which the various fea-
tures of the object move realistically, with
convincing inertia, speed, interplay with
each other and a natural fluidity.

Depending on whether you're animat-
ng fictional cartoon type characters or
going for convincing monsters (or even
humans), you'll need to use different ani-
mation styles. For cartoons, get some
books from the library that explain the
concepts of bendy, stretchy animation.
For real life creatures you're best off
examining filmed footage of the real
things, or at best close relatives (you
might want to study lizards for example in
preparation for a dinosaur animation).

If you're really confident you could
have a crack at modelling and animating a
human. Now that's a challenge and a half.
Beware though, if you can't pull it off,
don't expect people to tell you "it's good,
considering Ma-one is going to be
impressed by a sequence that stars a
crash test dummy playing the part of
Arnold Schwartzenegger (although the 3D
model's acting might be a bit of an
improvement — only joking Arnie)

- - -
Originality
When you're starting out, mimicking
those at the top of the trade is a natural
thing to do, and can be a valuable part of
learning the ropes. However, it's origina
deas that will get you noticed. Look at it
from a prospective emplover’'s paint of
view. If they get a showreel through the
post and it apes all the effects and tricks
seen in their latest production or uses the
flavour of the month theme, why should
they be interested in you? They could do
that themselves.If you can impress them
with a trick or an effect they've not seen
before, or do something much better than
it's been done before you'll get their
attention and immediately command
s0me respect,

Spinning corporate logos probably
won't raise many eyebrows. Any render-
ng system worth its salt can import a
font, texture it, bevel it and warp it
through a set of gymnastic moves with lit-
tle more than a couple of mouse clicks

Above all, stick with it and if you really
are sure this is what you want to do,
you'll probably get there in the end

Thanks to Jeff Ranasinghe and Pure
Artwork for their help with this feature. B
Tony Horgan

Your best foot forward

The way you present yourself and your work
is critical. Even when someone is actively
recruiting new staff, the chances are that
they will not have much spare time to spend
to look through applicants’ work. Make it
easy for them. VHS video tape is the best
way to present a showreel. Don't string out
your showreel with long credits and intro-
ductions that fade up and down over the
course of a few minutes. Cut all that out, bar
a few seconds containing all your details
(don’t worry, they will have a pause button
on their VCR) and cut to the chase with short
and snappy sequences that show off all the
best points of your models and animations.

Render your showreel to full screen size if
you have the time, CPU power and memory,
but if not then don’t be too concerned about
using a smaller screen size. VHS won't make
perfect copies of your animations, so using
HAM or HAM-8 screenmodes will be fine, and
allow for a high output frame rate and good
colour depth.

Colour print-outs of your work should also
accompany your showreel and covering let-
ter. These will have an instant impact and
can be especially important if you are sub-
mitting work ‘cold’ in a situation where the
recipient may not be able to watch your
showreel there and then. Remember to put
your name, address, phone number and any
Email details on everything you submit.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES &
CONTACTINGILM

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
TECHNICAL AWARDS
OTHER LINKS

4 The Intermet
is one way

to approach
companies.
Imdwstrial Light
and Magic
advertise vari-
ous jobs on
their weh site;
www. npaihb.
ong~ ilm
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PREVIEWS
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Alien Presence: -
Dawn of the Sixth Sun o

M Due for release: March M Developer: Apex Systems

emember Utopia DOSS looks like the game that
excellent strategy will take over from where its pre
game? What about its decessors left off. The main aim
much better sequel of the game (just like Utopia and 1
K2407? Yeah, | loved those games,  K240) is for you to build, expand |
but we haven't seen anything as and explore the far reaches of i
good on the Amiga for ages now. space and for your intrepid colony {
However, that may all change as to develop on one of 100 planets
Dave Kirk of Apex Systems has across more than 20 star sys- l
just shown me a very early demo tems. With that in mind you !
of his new game in development, must be successful in i |
tlien Presence: Dawn of the Sixth  co-ordinating your f‘h’iéﬁ 2 '
Sun (DOS5). Even at this stage resources by bUildlng ii .%?u o F: TOIEND® OM GICZDCGCN IN VHE €NS53002M CPETON l
structures, giving your f J L |
people suitable employ- éiiﬁé !
ment, defending yourself b bl Dave himself, but it possibly their most ambitious :
against alien onslaughts and will probably be a while project yet. CU Amiga Magazine |
tracking astronomical events before we see it ‘in its final  will definitely find out more over ;
like comets, meteors, and worm- form', as it’s a long way off from the next few months when we |
holes, just like the ones found in completion. It looks like DOSS shall uncover the rest in a full |
TV's Babylon 5! Most of all could well give Amiga games review as soon as possible. ®
the hard stuff is being done by players what they want, as this is Mark Forbes i

Burnou

I DFR: February
M Developer: Vulcan Software

ulcan move away from  fully will prove exactly
1Mb Amigas shock! what Vulcan are
Vulcan Software, the capable of. ABDD owners donm't
company infamous for  despair though, Vulcan are not
catering for 1Mb Amigas are abandoning you just yet, it's just
choosing to see 1997 in by that their latest game,
releasing a game that is AGA only Burnout looks like it is
and needs of minimum of 6Mb o going to be very high

run. It's a refreshing change and spec. A futuristic car

a welcome one and hope racing game it
promises lot of
fast paced action
as well as multi-
player delights. Up
to four players

will be able to bat-

tle against one release expansion the meantime thera
other in one of the  disks at a later date is a demo of the
space-age race with different types game on this month's
tracks. There should of cars.) cover disk CD so you
L also be a shop facility Burnout looks good, can have a look at it yourself
for you to soup up graphically, so far. We're looking And Remember: clunk, click
vour car, lincidentally  forward to getting the finished every trip.

Vulcan are planing to  version in for review very soon. In  Lisa Collins



ooking back, it would
seem as though — as
well as becoming a
classic in its own life
fime - Lermings has done as
fuch for the world of games as
any other puzzler you can think of
{er ... like Tetris. And that's it!)
Though it's always hard to
describe exactly what sort of a
géme Lemmings was (no simple
beat ‘'em up or RPG-like monikers
t£an easily be attached) the key ele
ment was the fact that you were
no longer controlling the main
tharacter (or characters) on the
screen but rather the environment
inwhich they lived. Sure, you
®ind-of* controlled the little lems,
Bt you weren't doing it in-the tra-
gitional ‘'move joystick left to make
ihem go left’ way. If anything,
youd have to refer to Lemmings,
bend subsequent copies such as

Ilfoddlers, as protect ‘'em-ups sim

bply because the purpose in each
game always seemed to revolved
S@found getting a set number of
ssomethings to a particular safe
“@rea on the screen,

Psyanosis themselves followed
LBmmings with Benefactor, a sort
pfeross between Lemmings and a
Lode Runner-esque platform
Wgame, and now (he said, conve
niently forgetting about a thousand
gther copies and linking weakly)
We find ourselves once more at

& The advantage of the spilt screen means that you
- tan kesep om eye on your charges at all times.

M Price: £12.99 M Publisher: Vulcan Software © 01705 670269

Vulcan Software have produced some of the
most addictive games for the Amiga over the
last few years. Can they do it again?

the doors to the ever
inventive Vulcan
Software, ready to forget
characters that say annaying
things like "“it's in my pocket” and
instead welcome the Bograts

the new Lemmings!

Bogroll

Unlike Lemmings, you do have a
physical character on-screen in
Bograts; taking on the role of

« Mummy Bagrat; charged with pro

tecting her two offspring and (yes,
you guessed) getting them to a
safe location on over 60 levels.
This invalves much

vate ladders, moving
blocks to either clear
the way or neutralise
hazards 'such as fiery
pits and spikey holes,

ward planning.

Exactly how the game
works is gquite hard,
but it's down to lots of
trial and error, with

pulling of levers to acti-

and lots and lots of for-

tons of forward planning
to boot. The two Bograt
children have different

skills; one being able to eat
baddies and the other collecting
and using keys, so controlling their
direction also needs to be an
important part of your thinking.
You yourself have a number of
bombs to blow up blocks, but
often you'll (all too late) realise that
you've destroyed a necessary
piece of landscape and have to
restart (d'oh!) but that’s not as
simple as it sounds ...

Begin again
Whereas most puzzle games will
let you make as many mistakes as
you like, Bograts is actually quite
harsh as you can only leave a
messed up level to return to the
very beginning or to one of five
saved game positions. However,
though you may think that sounds
OK, you have to earn the right to
save games by collecting twenty
hearts left around the platforms.
This means that you're constantly

GAME REVIEW

A You've got to be a bit of a forward thinker if you
want to get anywhere in this game.

risking wasting your hearts on an
easy level, or getting right to the
end, suffering a right old cock-up,
and then having to go back to the
beginning of the last saved level
MNow you might think this is a
good, longevity-enhancing feature,
or a right nightmare. I'm not sure,
but it certainly adds an element of
danger to the proceedings!

Bognuts

And that's your lot! It costs £13,
should last you quite a while and
is actually quite a well-thought out
little game. The graphics aren't
particularly conducive to good visi-
bility (with the Vulcan trademark
brown and grey giving it the large
one throughout!} and it's often dif-
ficult to know what's background,
what's foreground, and what's an
object, but other than that gripe,
it's pretty user-friendly. A nice little
effort, and no mistakin'l B

Matt Broughton

BOGRATS

LU W workbench version.........
B number of disks .

ASDO+ ) 1] ———
B hard disk installable ......

a3 g
!'I!hmiﬂn EAEEEER RS AR Il %

OVERAL
Totally addictive
and absolutely

involving puzzler.




GAME REVIEW

Minskies

Furballs

M Price: £19.99 M Publisher: Binary Emotions © 01722 716074

1 taut | saw puddy cat, | did, | did.
Too right you did mate. You saw

lots of different coloured ones Iin

this excellent Tetris clone.

etris fans — all your
birthdays have come
at once And even If
yvou're not a Tetnis fan
*,.er will be one after a few bouts
of this game. Minskies Furballs is
one excellent Tetris clone. Even
the NMS boys (who we share an
office with) seemed a little bit
impressed by it and kept mutter
ing something about Kirby's
Avalanche on the SNES

Choose your
weapons

t's bright, it's colourful and it’
easy to play. All you've got to do

A Inset: you can alter the skill level for each player in two-player mode. The setting needs to be sorted out

s manipulate the
:_ZIIII;_"Z_!"T']H]E
coloured
blocks (little
puddy cats
called gor

bils)

matc
groups of four
or more. Each

ime yo

into
hing

u do this

you send a fish symbol

or little grey blocks down on your
opponent's side mucking up their
arrangements so
rid of lhr_'-'r

As well as gro |pi-w] your
sther you've got a vari-
!-}’L’:':-m|

get

blocks tog
ety of weapo
There
WEeapons and
ones.

15 at your ai
are three offensive
three l.:.l efensive
A red bar at the bottom

ncreases-as you prograss

thron

though. Above: there is only this table in twa-player mode.

igh the game and so does

3 they ve got to

uick you've only a commtdown of five to do in it.

your weapon status. Weapons
begin with the bomb and then go
on to items such as phaser,
avalanche and shield. To select
one just push up and fire. Getting
rid of the grey blocks is the main
way to get any weapons and it
will flash up on screen which one
you've currently got. Bombs are
handy for getting yodrself out of
trouble and freeing up some
space. | am disappointed though,
that there isn't a way to send a
bomb over to your opponent so
you could mess up their game,

That gripe aside, control is
easy enough, press down on the
joystick to speed up the blocks,
up to select weapons and left and
right to move the blocks around.
Likewise on the keyboard use left
and cursor keys to move either
way, right Amiga and right alt to
rotate the blocks

Some of the weapon selection
is also a bit hit and miss though.
When you select a bomb it's quite
straightforward — target appears
and you get a countdown of five
to select the part you want to

4 I's time for a bomb. Mave the target aromnd until you're happy you want to blow that section away. But be

obliterate. The phaser weapon,
which blitzes in straight lines, is
harder to find. It seems to be

slightly off screen so a bit of guess
work is needed here

A bit of a
character

lhere are eleven tables in all to
complete and each table has its
own figurehead. This doesn't reak
ly affect the game much but adds
a bit of variety to the levels. The
one with the three bears is a bit
strange and offputting as the little
picture of the bears keeps zoom-
ing in and out for some unex-
plained reason. This is a bit hard
of the eyes,

The avalanche weapon that
your opponent sends your way
every now and then doesn't help
your eyesight either as it shakes
the screen around vigorously fora
feww minutes. In addition, on somg
levels, the background graphics
blurs in a bit too much with the
blacks. | found myself missing
connections because | couldn't



SChoice of three, five and nine

“addictive

sand behaves strangely by either
: satall or by sending down
S grey blocks all at once

* thance you had of —

GAME REVIEW

A bit fruity

As a bonus, at the end of
every level or so you get
the chance to have a go on
a mini fruit machine. As
well as being a bit of a
novelty you can also rack
up some handy extra points
here. If Lady Luck is with
you, you can accrue some welcome goodies: three
lemons gets you two continues, three grapes 4,000
points and three bananas 20 coins. Press fire on the
joystick or right Amiga on the keyboard to play. You can
skip it altogether if you wish by pressing Right alt. Buy
why miss out on these lovely extra fruity points? Other
ways to score extra points are the number of connec-
tions you've made in any one go and how many blocks
you used up in each game.

make out some of the
toloured blocks.

In two-player mode,
confusingly called mul-
tiplayer, however, you only have
gne table to play on. There's a

A Left the suspiciously macho greeba adoms his
tabile while, abave, Kimberly scowls on hers.

getting any further in that level.
Despite this you can get through
Minskies quite easily if you set
your mind to it. But there is
enough of a decent game in
there to make you want
to go back to it time
and time again. | love
it. At £19.99it's a
bargain especially
when there is an ECS
version included. This
15 almost identical to
the AGA version and
only suffers a slight loss of
quality in the graphics depart
ment. Once the two-player
mode is sorted it'll be a worthy
purchase indead. l
Lisa Collins

MINSKIES FURBALLS

fouts and you can also alter each
player’s skill level. The two-player
game is a bit tricky as the

the skill level for play-
8f tWio seems stuck
at ultra fast mode.
However, Andrew
Jollie from Binary
Emotions said

that that this
problem will be
gorrected by the
time of press.

Totally

Minskies is totally addictive and

Sareat fun to play. The ingame tune
pand the little shouts of "here we  «

40" and “you're in trouble now"
add to the overall enjoyment. The
only problem | have with it was
that, at times, there didn't seem to
be much difference between easy,
medium and hard mode. Your
computer opponent’s logic also
seems a bit warped occasionally

B workbench version.........1.

B number of disks .............
ASDD+ ) [T

B hard disk installable ......

B T
graphics.................ce... 90%

bl :J_ﬁl_-hc—-unut'l-uuﬂlil_;h'- m ;

fiot making any connections

%,
mountain loads of little A AJ
) 1

totally wrecking any
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GAME REVIEW

Tommy Gun

M Price; £14.99 W Publisher: Mutation Software © 01705 672616

Fresh fruit and vegetables are
normally good for aren’'t they? Not
in this game, they're not.

ittle Tommy Tucker, the
mild mannered tomato
5 happily veging out in
front of the TV when his

tranguil world is rocked by one

phone call. His mate, the Big

Cheese phones him with

some shocking and dis

turbing news. aliens

have invaded and

transformed their

universe into one of

mayhem. Tommy,

enraged by this news,

vows to rid the world of

these pests and sets off to

blow the troublemakers away.

The big cheese
And so the scene is set, your fate
is in the hands of one brave toma-
to and his cheesy friend (who inci-
dentally, only appears in two-player
mode), Armed with your trusty
rifle, in this scrolling shoot "em up,
you've got to blast your way

1] Pl el

A Polly want a cracker? This second seaside level
wias probably the hardest to get through,

A Oh no, two amgry carmots are on the warpath, loaks like litthe Tommy
is powring out buckets of tomate puree ( in @ green way) type sweat.

- =2

through five different worlds,
blowing away all the evil creatures
that are trying to kill you. To stop
yourself from turning into tomato
soup, position the cursor over your
intended victim and keep firing.
You've also got some
bombs at your disposal
for a little bit of extra
backup. Just press
shift and L to let rip.
And remember to
keep your ammuni
tion and health levels
topped up by freeing
your friends, the little heart-
shaped creatures trapped in super-
market trolleys.

Another planet

There are four worlds, supermarket
city, paradise island, fairground
attractions, the sky fortress to get
through before you reach space
mountain where the aliens that
caused all the trouble in the first
place are. Tommy Gun is linear so
you've got to complete each world
before moving onto the next.
Luckily, there is a password sys-
temn, so you don't have to go
through any previeusly completed
levels. In a nutshell, for each
world, there’s the same recurring
theme: you scroll by lots of nasties
and try to kill or be killed before
you reach the final end of level
boss. The only difference between
each level is the sprites
and the backdrops are
different. For example,
in the supermarket
level you've got things
like crazy carrots and
gung-ho gerkins to con-
tend with against a
scrolling backdrop of
stocked shelves, fridge
freezers and the like
While in the fairground
attractions set up, the
carrots and backdrop
are swopped for ghoul-
ish clowns, crazy ghost
trains and all manner of
fairground sundries.

J o

S

4 That old clown down the manhele trick gets them every time. Remember to free a5 many of the little
sprites in the rolleys to get power ups, health bonuwses and extra fives,

Too easy
It all sounds cutesy and fun so far
doesn't it? Well, it is but Tommy
Gun is just too easy. You can whizz
through the five worlds in one sit-
ting. There isn't enough in the
game though to make you want it
to go back to it. | found it incredi-
bly easy to complete and when
you do finish the game you receive
a special cheat mode for infinite
lives and ammunition which, to be
honest, would make the game last
about five minutes. The end of
level bosses are laughable, who
could take a huge clown or giant
lermon firing ice-pops at you seri-
ously? A few lobbed grenades fin-
ished them off within seconds.

| did get some enjoymeant out
of TG. However, it was too easy in
some places and stupidly hard in
others, 5o there was no way to
plan any strategy. | also didn't like
the lack of a difficulty curve, it real
ly could have done with getting
more and more difficult as you
progressed through. Also, in two-
player mode, the scrolling nature
of the game made it too restricted

s0 you tend to get in each other’s
way. Mot good.

Tommy Gun would probably
suit younger players as it is quite
cute. | find it bizarre that the game
is dedicated to someone who died
in service. Maybe it's some kind of
statement about the futility of war
If the levels were a bit harder and
rore varied then TG wouldn't be &
bad little game as it stands it is tod
easy to last for more than couple
of hours of enjoyment. B
Lisa Collins

TOMMY GUN
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LCIWEST PRICES

BEST SERVICE

RAPID DELIVERY

SALES FREE CALL 0500 737 800

OTHER ENQUIRIES 0181 686 9973 /7 0181 781 1551

3.5” DISKS

/:htt;:_ 100% CERTIFIED ERROR FREE DISKS & LOCKABLE BOXES
MAXELL DS/DD DS/HD
10 1.5" Disks............ 1 | £5.99  + 10 see through box
30 3.5" Disks E10.99........... £0.99  + 100 cop lockable box
50 3.5" Disks E16O........... £17.99 4+ 100 cap lockable box
100 3.5" Disks £28.99......... £28.99 + 100 cap lockable box
150 3.5" Diisksouriorses EINMR00srinns £41.99 + 2x100 lockable box
200 3.5" Disks ;... £51.99 + 21100 lockable box
300 3.5 Disks £123.99 £126.99 + 5 x 100 lockable box Add £17.50
1000 3.5" Disks...........Ed39.M......... £229.99 + 10 x 100 lockable box........Add £30.00
FREE LABELS + FREE DELIVERY BY PARCEL FORCE

HAdd £1.00
Add £4.00
Add £4.00
Add £4.00
JAdd £8.00
JAdd E8.00

CD ROM DRIVES

COMPAQ Double speed with Squirel..

GENLOCK

FUSION VIDEQ GENLOCK

s o high speclioation wideo genkads the is ideal for beth the
i v e [for exdeling tilles, grophics & efech i home
mawes| and the semi i,

INKJET CARTRIDGES AND REFILLS

HP Deskjet 500C/5000/560€ Blotk.—..........£22.99

prefeaional user
{arproie pressniotiona) FREE Scobo W90 {enobles you 1 odd
spexcinl efects and gverlay tesd Mmmvﬂiﬂ-qu

ACCESSORIES

AMIGA CABLES
Amiga 1o TV Scari... e

Amige 1a Semy TV, .
I.nmpn 1z Amigo 'Furntl Hull mnd:m'l
Meduloter overhang lead TIM/23F
Joystick Splitters... e
laystick Extension Lead IEIIF

Printer Lead..,

Ul'l bﬁ"l"lli

Amiga 1200/500/300P/ 600 .. ansal

Microvitek,/Philips Menitors ........

$tar/Citizen/Panasanic Printars....
ACCESSOR

Amiga Disk Drives Free Direct Opues 4.12...£39.99
Amige Mowse [Top Quality).. mamnsidk] 128
Indernal Driwes AS00/A500 + h-t-.':I I'l'l"[||] £34.044.00
TV Madwlator [2 yrs -ufrnn11||

Delvne Mowse Mot

1000 Lobals . .

1.3 Disk Hend I:lzune-r

Pythan 1M Joystick ...

C031 1 Amiga |JI.'I|JI'": -
ﬁmpﬂlriqn O O o i e e e v
Keybeord for CDJ2 (Req

FREE OPUS 4.12
RAM BOARD
RAM

EBOARD & 1IMhkz
&8030/33Mhz & FPU

PCMCIA Compabble for use with cvardrive
ar COVZappa GO Riom or Squirral, Zarg wait stabe design

A500/500+/600 UPGRADES

B500 up b0 \ME Including cleck.... £24.59
AS00+ up bo 2Mb Incheding clock.. £28,59
Ab00 up to IMb Induding dock.....E37.99

HARD DRIVES
INTERNAL 2.5" + CABLE + SOFTWARE

Al gur drives gre formomed, partitioned and kave Werkiserch, oll pou need just pleg H i LOWEST PRICES
BOMb 2.5" iciinresnnc 7999 250Mb.....cooeeeee . E124.99 | Con be used with Viper,
120Mb 2.5"............E89.99 340Mb...............E134.99 | Apollo, Magnum, How and
170Mb 2.5"..........E109.00 520Mb...............E159.99 tqliT:rnITuitﬂ::;-ius,

INTERNAL 3.5” IDE fﬁl A1200 & A4000 as memory prices can
850Mb 3.5" ... £139.99  1,6Gb 3.5 ........£199.99 change daily
1Gb 3.5".............£159.99 2.0Gb 3.5" .......£239.99 72 PIN / 32 BIY
1.2Gb 3.5"...........E174.99 2.5Gh 3.5" ........

MEMORY SIMMS
QUALITY PRODUCT

£259.99 4Mb E35
All 3.5" IDE Hard drives require an adoptor cable ?::':b :::
when fitted into an A1200 32Mb Prpled

IMTERMAL 3.5 + Steel fitting hrn:kell+ cobles 30 PIN / 16 BIT
+ Free Opus 4.12 +7 disks full of essential software | mp 17

1Gb + Full kit £179.99 1.2Gb + Full kit £179.99| aMb £60

PRINTERS
AN INK JET - DESKTOP & PORTABLE
CANON BJC 240 COLOUR

« Prints up te 4 pages per min colour

» Built in smoathing functien giving an sffective
720 x J40dpi mona & 360 x J40dpi colour

» Built in sheet feeder 100 sheets

« 3 Years warranty

CANON BJC 4100 COLOUR
« Prints up fo 4.5ppm colour

« 720 = 340 dpi colour print & mano print

« 100 sheet automatic der

« Print on vorious madio A4, BS, AS

» 3 Years worranty

CANON BJC 620 COLOUR
» Maximum resolution 720 x T20dpl

« 4 colour, 4 cortridge system

» Monochrome printing 1.6ppm

£194.99

:..

£229.99

£349.99

Canon 240 Colour

Canon 4200 Coelour

Canon BJ30 mono printer for heme or portable use . ..
Canon BJT0 celour printer for home or portable use
Hewlett Packard 400 colour

Hewlett Packard 690 colour NEW

Hewlett Packard 870 colour NEW

Hewlett Packard 820 colour

Epson Stylus colour 500 NEW

Epson Stylus colour 200 NEW

MONITORS

Amigao M14385 .+ + £287.99
Microvitec 14" + Free speakers & Amiga adaptor . .£274.99
Hitachi or Panasonic Monitor/TV

Amiga 15" (15405)

Microvitec 17" (1705

SUPERHIGHWAY MODEM

AFFORDABLE, FAST 33,600 bps,

5 years warranty - CE & BAST approved
Up to 134,400 bps using MNP5/4 & V42 bit
Data compression and error comrechion

* Class 1 & 2 Fox Interfoce
Strong metal external case & Front panel LEDS

ORIGINAL AMIGA SURFWARE {
Software pock
* Met software * E-mail GP Fax Software £44.99 ]

* Wb Browser * IRC etc. £29.99 [sml & receive fax with Fax/Modem

PHOME LINE EXTENSION CABLES - 3M £3.99 - 5SM £5.99 - 10M £5.99 - 15M £7.99
Dual Socket Adaptor £3.99 - Modem coble £10.99

£119
Amiga Surfware pock when
urchosed with any modem £19.99

* Swit oll your modem needs

GREY-TRONICS LTD, UNIT 1015 WHITGIFT CENTRE,

CROYDON, SURREY CRO 1UU




GAME REVIEW

E - - L
Fighting Spirit
M Price: £1BA M Publisher: Neo © +43 1 60 740 80

Last month we looked at the AGA version, now the
ECS and CD versions are here to prove themselves.

Should you want
to get hold of a
copy of
Fighting Spirit,
you'll have to <" ")
get in touch
with Neo Software
Productions, Gmbh,
Business Park, Vienna —
Bauteil D1 Wienerbergstr.
7.7.0G A-1100 Wien,
A Kento sticks the boot in before Yuri gets a chance Austria. Tel: +43 1 60 740
to wse his special stick weapan, 80 Fax: +43 1 60 740 80 6
i Email: neo@info.co.uk
Dnn t gwe u P WWW:http/www.info.co.at/
e, th C / that neo What a blinkin" palava!

CHRISTMAS OFFERS Magic Publisher (4CD)............. £29-99
Adult Sensation 1, 2 or 3D ...... £16-99 |Meeting Peels 4 ...................... £13-99 -
Adult Sensation 4 ....e.evreriessinn £27-99 |Mods Anthology (4CD).......... £24-99 g p
AGA Experience Vol 2.............. £14-99 |Multimedia Toolkit 2................. £6-99 e 9 -
Amiga Developer v1-1............ £13-99 |Oh Yes More Worms.....c..ovvaeenn £4-99 . A » e
Amiga Utilities 2 (2CD).............. £9-99 |Photogenics 2 ....ccieniriieisnens £89-95 . Y-
AMTINET T4 07 15 corercirierirrernnnes F11-4G ] SO2NE SIOTT.. i ess nvssrasanssvansssnns £8-99 .c'
Aminet Subscriptions Available...£9-99 épﬁf-_{"r'l ?6 {GS‘J‘!""T"FJ ----------- f:;gg ’
T t ' ects Vol 1o £19-
13 R Il T _ Mundesley, Aminet Box 5et 1.....cccoovvrvenenns £19-99 pecia ecis ¥Vo s
: uﬁgﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ EIITJ ¥ | Aminet Box Set 2 ..o £24:99 |System Boﬁw[ e 21? gg ;
. Aminet Box Set 3 ....ooovciniiinens £29-99 |Texture Gallery (2CD).............. E15+
9'3?0'_36{]“1“‘?33‘1;"; tr':'dF"d“'ﬁ"' AWER 2+1 ... T £30.00 |Texture Portfolio.........c.euenne. £12-99
4 aturdays Cardames........ooooviovvvn.£13+99 | The Utilities Experience Vol 1.....£8-99 _ _
??;;df:l" :r'rtll;'ﬁr E*T::fe?gfr Epic Encyclopedia........c..ccevn... £27-99 Wvﬁlflii 5¢ I{Pﬂag | ST : 1‘1223 : :
. o ]V T o S S el o L £11-09 |Mond Into 85 C...............50.0.. Lio- -
=5 SR Furgscene 3. 5100 [ World of Clpart Pis (D) 1299 | e IF I W AAIE
rich@ saéienessil:lemcn-m-ull:! Grolier Encyclopedia................£22-09 |Worms AGA (Directors Cut).......£24 -99
e Horror Semnsation ...cceeressenees £12-99
st (R S Pl £6-99 PRE-ORDER
el (| @ 7 Into The Net (2CD).......... v £16-99 | Champ Manager 2 (96-97) ......£22-99 i :
< QL & | Killing Grounds (AB3D 2).........£22-99 |Epic Interactive Quiz Show .......£23 99 Order Price £29-95
Pre-Order Price ‘_ﬂrf , ; . : _—
nl Women of the WEB is an all new CDRom which is
£24 95 compatible with any AGA Amiga, PC or Apple
Mac. It's an Interactive Multimedia Encyclopedia 1 .
I; 5 ar ETtemcii-.-n Multimedia Encyclopedia of the Paranormal, of over 500meg of images, text related info, g "‘“"-ﬁ-hh_-_"“-:._.,,,
OIS IMCIUOE A - o i r e
: FOs - This €D will | the best 1 for anybody ever oty Al.T MPEGS, WAV and MOV files for over 250 female g
" I : .| y :- :- I fu 'I- -.Il:-.-_l.l.. '- ..:|:- faslly » J i_f:‘h:b‘l'.l":"i LA :
this is 4 pecls serien: Pt iy f‘-r- [ Women of the\WBis displayed in superb HTME ”m
f —l E documents which caiske viewed using any WEB i
FO g oy —Zon N browser, ie AWEB, Ibrewse, oy ager, Netscape €tc. P
. H 1 ]
| (WEB browsers includedS&twp for Amiga, Apple #
_. e Helievable and 18 Mac and PC, ready to run): R
M Out Now 3 ¥
£24.95 e I
. . |,
1 j ._
L




GAME REVIEW

CD-tastic action

Along with the ECS version of Fighting Spirit, we've also
received the CD version of the game for review this
month. However, seeing as how it's identical to the AGA
game (albeit with a merciful lack of the disk swopping
those of us NOT installing had to endure!) we thought
we'd save ourselves the

trouble of using up one of

the valuable games review

pages by bundling the

review in here. So ... er, well

it's basically the same as

the AGA review from last

month (and not a million

miles from the ECS version

being tested here). So that's

that sorted then.

A Fighting Sgirit ECS differs very little from the AGA version: you still have your ten characters complete
with their oww wnigue fighting styles and special moves.
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Ll W workbench version........
B number of disks

W hard dlsll mstailalle

A2000 {oVERALL
A competent
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Amiga BEUs on
Aanoa ﬂtﬂp

N SERLE ULCAN SOFTWARE I IMITLD IS PROUD TO PRESENT

BBuirmodn, an's tee 4o push the Amga bto its limits Multi-Play Up To 4 Pl ‘

2 i:. Fast fuir |-||I||I-.||.||||-|I|||||..."~.-r PR
- ﬂ prowuction values and i e graph i | Compatible With Parallel Por ..-""H"f&
.rTf b wiomiching quality in high rew S - lr 3 \ i Joystick Adapiers
A | ™ e e VULCAN
ARG A Take control of one of 4 types of futwristic cors all | F TR R S P M
| rendered i superb detail, each with their own | | - | Playable From Hard Drive
1 maiju identities which obey Newt 1IN McCTEamcs i I i 1 |:|I'I|'.
. ! + }
5 i ™ L | 100% Fully Rendered In i
¥ Baiibe 1 out ppminst 3 odser plavers, whethe Lhazy + - s Crame Graphics g
¥ - 1] i N
. f |= re haman or CPU controlled vou will need | ‘\. Hires Laced 256 Cols @25fns £
] '_,"I o el n reflexes, conning sirat rgies and intelligent g 1
] ""1 -|.',a directional decisions i beoome the best -~ Steren H':-'II IJ“"'”.“ Music E
| ‘ . & Channels Of High 5 g
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MEATRAGE K DelT I MmOt Pe HigTewt ¥ Definition Sound Effcers - T B
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i sones for mslanl desirction ; Newtonian Mechanics E E :;'3 -
| L i 3 e ake w lc : 5 § &
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A he Are pussihle 99 different ] ! et b | i
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{ -._‘._3 L5 . . } Individual Arcnas waa E
il ] i ' feature & future editor that will | s } Bonus Chall wes g
il il s LG
i | I " n Arcaa of your own desig: A ; g wid 2
o I i s pandahle game . Futare Car and Arena Disks e,
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=~ N : - ¢ I |
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Vulc
Tel: +44 (1705 610269 Fax:

an Software Limited. Vulcan House,
44 (M1 705 662226 Email:

72 Queens Road. Buckland, Portsmouth, Hants PO2TNA England UK

Paul@vul-soft.demon.co.uk

Weorld Wide Web Pages: www.vulean.co.uk
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One day we may see the rebirth of the Amiga with a PowerPC
processor and other new features to enable it to compete again
with today's systems. Sadly though, more than two years since
Commodore’s demise, very little of substance has happened.
We've seen prototypes and promises, but that's about it...

Perhaps some can wait for the final outcome, but if you need
more performance, without paying the earth - and you need it
today - there's one real alternative to consider now...

g
4
] =%
1ded =]
Post Production W0 i-«
b

Only Apple can offer you both desktop and portable computers
that truly match the ease of use the Amiga brought to your desktop.
Affordable Apple Macintosh systems have PowerPC RISC processors
with thousands of off-the-shelf programs available in areas where
the Amiga was previously so strong.

And, if you need to have the most compatible of all computers,
Macintosh is currently the only system that can run MacOS, DOS
and Windows applications via optional DOS Cards or SoftWindows.

Performance:
All Macs ane PowerPC based (except PowerBook
190s). Even entry level systems run at 100MHz
of 120MHz, with 200MHz powerhouwses and 180 MHz
multi-processor systems at the wop of the-ange.

Apple is the only mainstream computer company

‘: wheo has been able to make the transition
from the older CISC (complex instruction set
MacOS computing) processors to the newer and faster

RISC (reduced instruction set computing) processor
technology - whilst still retaining full backwiard
compatibility with previous software,
Remember 4865, Pentium/Pro & G80X0 are Tnerely CISC!

Software choice:

Cwver 1,800 native software packages (written
specially for PowerPC Macs) have been
shipped since Power Macintoshes were
launched in 1994 - plus there are thousands
of existing programs which can also be used,
Industry standard programs such as Word,

s Excel, Quark Xpress, Photoshop and many
athers have all been developed for the Mac,

-
« Macintosh still dominates the creative
world with an 80% market share in

codour publishing.

= (5% of post-production video editing is on Macs.

# Macintosh is the most widely used system for the
creation of Internet web pages.

* Most magazines {probably the one you're reading
right now are created on Macintosh.

The Internet & Communication: F\'

* The Internet’s standard format for video files, called

Apestream, Word Pedect, Page FileMaker Pro,

s All Macs are Internet reacly; many include
a 28 800bps modem with full send/receive i
fax and answerphone management facilities >
* [ndustry standard web browsers, Netscape

%1 MNavigator and Microsoft Internet E.‘:|‘.||L]rur.

were developed for the Mac. Both give full access
to all Web sites with new Internet page layout
@ features like auto-tables and on-screen movies.

QuickTime (or QuickTime for Windows), was an
Apple development. Of course it comes as standard
with every Mac,

Connectivity & Expandability:

= All Macintoshes have networking built in as standard,
so comnecting systems together and adding shared
printers etc. couldn’t be easier.

» All Macintoshes have an external 3CS1 connector as
standard (except Duos) - adding external drives,
cartridge drives, scanners etc. really is Plug-and-Play,

= Low-cost digital cameras can be plugged into
the Mac for instant real image input.
# Inexpensive industry standard PCI cands can

be used in all Mac systems from the 3400 upwards.

* Many quality Macintosh titles are widely available
Dorling Kindersley affer superb titles like The Ultimate
Human Body and History of the World whilst Microsoft

5 publish Encarta, Cinemania and Dincosaurs,

» Because Macintosh is the preferred system

’1 within many educational establishments,

high quality softeare is assured.

45':’1 u-l% :

o Apple is the World's No. 1 Multimedia : J
PC vendor .-cxp 'rJ."
o All deskiop Macs have a fast CD-ROM drive “-21EES

as standard (portables get internal CD soon wa),
e In 1995, 42 of the wp 50 selling CD-ROM titles
worldwide were developed on the Macintosh
* Many Macintoshes have built-in TV with teletext
s0 TV clips can be recorded directly o disk as
QuickTime movies,
* Many Macimtoshes have built-in video
in and out, for direct recording to VCRs,
» Some Macintoshes Mmve internal digital
video editing Facilities as standard,
others can be upgraded to include

this facility with ease, -
Nw 3400 ‘Black Mac'
SR delewtl e poir bainie
MYy Sy :
i Recreation & Games:

* Top games like The Ulimate Doom,
Myst, Rebel Assault IT, Dark Forces,
Descent, Afterlife, Lost Eden, Legend

of Kyrandia, Full Throatle and The Dig

have all been developed for Macintosh.

Qutput & Presentation:
» Connecting and using colour printers (from =<
Epson, HP, Apple and others) to Macs is so
casy and the results are truly outstanding. .~ o
e Many software packages are available -_
offering image manipulation and 1 .
superh photo quality output, e




[nterested?

All you need is 10% deposit then there’s

NOTHING TO

1 L 5260 !'5;}; orma |

14 Colour Monitoe and Kevboard
Norrrri Loaw GH Price

Powesful fully np;ﬂdaliu. Mac with a The ideal Mac package for all creative types

superh office suite inchaded.. with software 1 help yoor tlems..
5200 1iNMHz with 1200 RAM, Guad G400 M0MHz with 24Mb RAM, Eight
spevd €0, BOMD Hard Drive, Buili-in Speed O, 2.4Gh Hard Deive, TV Turer

£1174

PAY until 1997!*

r:aim Creative Studio .

Telesesn, Video-In/Video Compression
Cand and built in 288 Modem  £2699 [

(GET ALL THES GREAT SOFTWARL. » CUBASK AW » DAEELER
o RIWERGDD » BVID OEMA = ADOBE PHOTODELLYE
» AL GEMILL * My 075 T53 o Sypeelan Flayer
o Aurohat Reader #AL Eine * Bpsk Veden Flayer » Apple

Tekom L & istermet Connecson K = Class Woris 40

*. |JUST £7.92 PER WEEK & |

JUST £18

.20 PER WEEK =

' 5400 f']mm'!_r. Macintosh

s 0 e, Iﬂlﬂt.'ﬁ. ﬂSpmJ L1 FS Miofile,

Software

Why Inexpensive?:

Price/Performance:;

® Todlay's fastest Macinoshes outperform the fastes
Pentium Pro systems - by a considerable margin!

® Macintcsh systems have a far lower cost of

awnership than Windows systems. " -
 Macs are much cheaper than comparable Amigas!

Amiga Systen:
AL inc, 2Mb BAM

Waciriosh System

1530 Macirtosh Perfonma 5400

i
Nl Available TV ‘Live in Window' « L

™ D]'ﬂmm

M ST 6

Liih Hard Drive, 8 Modem | £1679
« BLACK MAC" SHONIBIMEL with 5 RAM TEM6
f Spend CD, 157 Momitos, L6GH Hard Drive, . 2 | e
TV Tt Tetetent, VideoobyVideo Cioonprosed NCLUES 15| ;ﬁn ; b N *k m :11: :‘; ‘:I oW g
!lul‘.l::r i i Iors | ira
Lard IM v b ‘lﬁ P [ L] u.’i.imrr.- ;um!n&:- hene's. jusd 3 hm i Fnu:n ‘iu.lu-. Prcl:ll H cqimr !
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Gordon Harwood Computers was founded as a specialist Commodore dealer in 1982
and m ree still -‘ummnm- Amiga users today. We began supplying Maciniosh systems in
1907 when it became clear that Commodore was failing to capitalise on the technological
aclvantage it had, We needed 1o have products available that fulfilled the needs of our
customers who were demanding

«  Systems with a future

+  Systems with outstanding performance

«  Systemns with unsurpassed ease of use

» Systems without the problems and disadvantages associated with

05 Windows, which still persist and trouble users even now

01773 836781

2 siriA
i
BEnA

‘o 4l the hest prograns are available for your Mac and cost less ® ' easy b ackd penipherals o vour Mac. Just ook betow and sec » I's casy 10 buy your Mac with a
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SOFTWINDOWS 6. &39%  AFPLE [0S CARDS T e
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6k Heard Diefve S0 16GH Hard Deive i Europe, Our extensive product knowledge and solid support facilities emphasise ﬁ'rh}f Macintosh!
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BUDGET REVIEWS

Budget Games

MicroProse re-releases from Guildhall Leisure © | 130

Good news, Microprose are back
on the Amiga scene. Here are four
games they are currently

re-releasing at knockdown prices.

Special Forces
Price: £14.99

Special Forces is a shoot em "up simulation from yester-
year. You must guide your band of merry men through a
series of hair-raising missions which can range from assas-
ination through to rescue or sabotage. You've got sixteen
missions to complete and your strategy is up to you: you
can select your team either on the basis of each man's
stats or how well he does in actual battle. Overall, it's an
engaging game with functional graphics and an OK control
system, however the missions tend to become tedious
after as while and the game is a bit on
the slow side. It's also too easy to get
wiped out by one enemy soldier. You
might be better off waiting for Fields of
Glory which is due for a re-release soon.

UFO
Price:£14.99
Now here’'s game
everyone loves. A
strategy game
with lots of
action, you con-
trol a special
force team, X-
com, which must
do battle against
alien invaders from outer space. There's lots of fun to be
had with this game. As well as equipping your base and
engaging in a bit of one on 6ne with the enemy you get
to carry out scientific experiments for the purpose of
research on the remaining corpses. In all, UFO is a great
game and though it can be a bit slow during loading time
it is still one of
" the classics and if
% you haven't got it
already you can’t
afford not to get
it at this price.
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Colonization

Price: £14.99

When Colonization
was released a lot
of people mistak-
ingly thought it
was the sequel to Microprose’s magnificent strategy sim,
Civilization. In reality, it was completely different. However,
though not as good, perhaps, as Civilization, Colonization
still held its own. The aim is to lead your country across the
seas where you accrue land trading with other civilizations
to build up your position. Once you've established a degree
of affluency and self sufficiency then it's up to go it alone
and look after your own people. | still prefer the war aspect
in Civilization but
Colonization is a worthwhile
game and worth checking out
at this price.

Impossible Miission. 2025
Price:£14.99 A

If you've never played the first game or the sequel let m
explain. Impossible Mission was originally an arcade puzzle
game where the aim was to infiltrate evil scientist Elvin
Atombender’s security headquarters and prevent him from
blowing up the world. You had to race against time, pick-
ing up useful items along the way and trying to avoid .
beserk robot inhabitants. IMP2025 improved upon the orig-
inal in terms of sound and graphics but the game still

remains the same and is very sasy to
get through. It's still fun in places
though, especially on the futuristic
monorail train. The original 8-bit classic
is included here as well. What a barg!
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WHILE STOCHS LAST

Macnum 68030/68040 & 68060 Carps
SPEED INCREASE OF UP TO 27 TMES « 68030/40 or 60
PROCESSOR RUNMING AT 25/40 or S0MHz
(NEW Processor Crie - NOT OvercLocken) » MMU i
ALL Processors « Up To 32me oF RAM CAN BE ADDED
# KicksTART REMaPPING # OpTioNAL SCSI-II NTERFACE
¢ CAN ACCOMMODATE A 72-FIN INDUSTRY STANDARD SIMM
+ 68040/60 Have BuILT-IN FPU, 68030 CARD HAS OFTIONAL
PLCC/PGA tvre FPU (FLoaming Point Unir) « BaTTesy
Backeo CLock/CaLenner ¢ TRAPDOOR FITTING - DOESN'T vOID
s, WARRANTY  PCMCIA cOMPATIBLE 50 YOU CAN STILL USE
U PRODUCTS SUCH AS OverDeave HD or COyZarro CO-ROM

; OR SaunRREL + ZERD WaITE STATE DESIGN.

32ms
N/A
N/A
£279
£309
1 32 q a0
£349,,
€429,
£309:
£679,

SCSHI Interface for the Magnum 68030/68040 & 68060 Cards - Warranty safe
installation, supplied with software - £79.99
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BLE SwiTcH + Low Power
MoK # Tm PosT For ExTRa
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{E CONSIDERED BY MOST AS THE
K BACKUP AND DISK RECOVERY
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5K Recovery/OPTivISATION ARE
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TURBOPRINT 4

IF YOU HAVE A PRINTER -

you MUST Ger

TureoPrRINT 4.1, IT RADICALLY

Bavancing, ON-Screen PReviEw ann Mucs

Mosge..

. MOST PRINTERS ARE SUPPORTED -CALL TO

CHECK. AMIGA SHOPPER 90%.

ENHANCES THE PRINTOUTS YOU MORMALLY GET
BY REPLACING THE AMIGA PRINTER SYSTEM
WITH THE FASTER AND VisiBLy BETTER
TureoPRINT SysTEM, OPTIONS INCLUDE
Poster Prinming, Cowous CoRRECTION,

DitHERING, CoLous
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for all Amigas £ Atari STs

Awaro winning 5600m ResoLumon + 90% raming i CU
Amica + Micro SwitcHED Burtons « Anica/ATar ST
SWITCHABLE # ALL 3 BUTTONS CAN BE USED WITH MANY

PROGRAMS SUCH A5 DiRecTory Opus 5

aeice E12.99 BLack €199
MAT £2.99 o £1 wim a mouse
DIRECTORY

L OPUSH

THE BEST Just ot BETTER! AFTER 12 MONTHS OF FURTHER
DEVELOPMENT OPUS 5.5 15 NOW READY AND SHIPPING. STUNNING NEW FEATURES INCLUDE:- + lcon AcTioN
Moot » WoakzencH RepLacement MODE DRAMATICALLY ENHANCED + OPUSETP CAPABILITY TO ACCESS
INTERMET FTP SITES WATH & LISTER # BoRDERLESS BUTTON BANKS ¢ FILETYPE-SPECIFIC POF-UP MENLS
¢ CyBERGRAPHICS RTG SUPPORTED # INDEPEMDENT HOTKEYS  SCRIPT SYSTEM TO EXECUTE COMMANDS LIPON
EVENTS # MULTIPLE CUSTOM MENUS WITH SUB ITEMS # AUTOMATIC FILETYPE CREATOR TO CREATE AND TEST
FILET‘I'PES WITH EASE # A FONT VIEWER + LISTERS FIELDS FOR TITLES, RE-SORTING BY FIELDS, PLUS A 'VERSION
mrgell FIELD # COLOUR RE-MAFFING OF BUTTON/ICON IMAGES WITH SUPPORT
FOR 'Macic WORKBENCH' ETC. « SELECTIVELY HIDE UNWANTED DRIVE
8 ICONS # CLIPBOARD SUPPORT FOR CUT, COPY AND PASTE IN GADGETS
= & LisTers # RESIZE, ICONIFY, AND SCROLL BUSY LISTERS WHILE BUSY
# lcon AND LISTER SNAPSHOTS ARE STORED SEPARATELY FROM
WORKBENCH - S0 YOU COULD SHAPSHOT vour CD-ROM icons!
¢ LISTERS CAN NOW DISPLAY A BACKGROUND PICTURE/PATTERN
# Inteanas Opus CLI 1o auickLy TEST commanns & ARexx
SCAIPTS # WLANY NEW INTERMAL COMMANDS AND
MANY NEW AREXX COMMANDS HAVE BEEN ADDED

WMbEnch 2+8 Har'd Dlsk HEEIUII'ﬂd NOW EVEN ADD YOUR DWN INTERNAL commanps! £ I 9‘“‘

OR EXTENDED WITH NEW FEATURES. YOu CaN
PRO SYSTEM (12 630ms :149.,
A1200 Hard Dis Kis «£50/ 10es 1799

'rfs, AT LONG LAST, A PROFESSIONAL WAY TO INSTALL A HIGH Ioﬁﬂ £2'| 9 =
-

CAPACITY HARD DISK WITHOUT CARDBOARD & GLUE! OUR PACKS OFFER YOU
OUR EXCLUSIVE AND COPYRIGHTED BRAc-IT 1200 Friming Svstem & a Inciones Brack-Ir Srsrem
CHOICE OF HIGH SPEED/LOW COST HARD DISKS. (woen. £35) & UK Devrvery

Bracx-It 1200 Fririne SysTem
DESIGNED T0 ACCOMMODATE THE NEWER DRIVES ON THE

MARKET OFFERING HIGH CAPACITY & SPEED AT GREAT

PRICES. OUR PACK INCLUDES ROBUST STEEL FITTING

BRACKETS, ALL CABLES FOR POWER AND DATA, INSTRUCTIONS & 7 DISKS
FULL orF HOT SOFTWARE SUCH AS I]mec:mnw Orus 4.12 (wortH £50), MUI 3, MCP,
GaLaga AGA, Visus CHecker, Moos, HE[]FIG ABackur anp MUCH MORE. ALL SOFTWARE
CAN BE INSTALLED WITH OUR CUSTOM CUICK ‘N’ GO SYSTEM. ALL DRIVES ARE PRE-INSTALLED WITH

THE SYSTEM SOFTWARE & ABOVE DISKS - UNLIKE OTHERS WE PROVIDE THE DISKS JUST IN CASE!

L

VERSION

3.9

NOW SHIPPING

Meen THE DRIVE INSTALLED BY
A PRoFESS

maL EncineerT

OUR COLLECTION, FITTING AND

DELIVERY SERVICE IS JUST £ 30
= CALL FOR MORE DETAILS

Far S Mum.lu Books & Videas |
for all with 4 JI-h- * Al AMIGIL EﬂMPurEﬂs Coveren INsines Guio - 41200 £14.95
SEND FHES TD AND FROM + PRICES FROM AS LITTLE AS £29.99 Insipen Guioe - A1200 MexT Sters £14.95
YOUR AMIGA. + Many REPAIRS BY WizarD reaume NO ParTs InsineR GuiDE - ASSEMBLER £14.95
EvEN FAX DIRECTLY FROM YOUR + PRICES INCLUDE InsureD Courier CowtecTion & Deuvery, Inzinen Guine - Disks & Daves £14.95
i A APF||:_4EATIUNG Lasous, FuwL DiscnosTics, Service, Soax Test & VAT, Insiner Guine - Woaksenck 3 ATo 7 £14.95
MIGA FORMAT GoLD # FasT TuRNAROUND ;
Amica Compumiig 9/10 | # AwL TecHmacians are TRAINED & Fuly QuALIFED E::i EEE J mg:.BDESESH ’ ﬂ?gg
Fax COMPATIBLE | # UPGRADES BOUGHT AT SAME TiME FITTED FREE! Yorsil Kai . iiiase NEW £2199
MDﬂEM HEEIL.IIF!ED + 00 oavs WARRANTY ON ALL Rerairs ToraL! Amica - ASSEMELER £24.99
ALL FOR JUST 99 + pants MasTerivg Anaca ScaiFTs £19.95
MasTerinG Asica BEGINNERS £19.95
P‘ r‘sx "o MasTerinG Anica PRINTERS £19.95
MasTeding AMicADO0S 3 - Rererence £21.95
At 488 P Litrs Evii MasTERING PROGRAMMING SECRETS  £21.95
FﬁuuﬁP'-E gﬂnnms WITHIN |
AN AMIGA WINDOW, LISE .
YOUR Ammh HARD DISE, RUM #.MIEI.D'I]S Pack £34.99 \
Wmnnwﬁ 3 & MS-DOS, Total! Amica - AmiGaD0S & Mastesng
WERSIDN 4 NOW ALLOWS:- ArgaD0S 3 - RFmesce s £43.94
. @3 E 1opP M E'N, TS 4&%%’;“;‘&2@;&%’;‘ SAVE NEARLY £0 e
505 Sy SUPPOAT B MANY INTERNAL
A1200 BecinneRr Pack £38.95
omn mm"‘ W‘%:gm’;ﬁfﬁ*ﬂgﬂ“‘*” 2 moons (siner A 1200 & Mt STes), A B0 Minue
PROCESSOR O RETTER. Vioeo, 4 pexs oF PO 10 60 WiTH THE BODKS\CEDS
L A1200 WorkaencH 3 Booster Pack £38.95
CALL ABOUT 2 00 (Disxs & Daves & Wosseench I Ao Z), &
UPGRADES 90 mmuTE Vioeo, 1 ok & ReresencE Casn

01322-527810

|
VISA Mmsmwmmﬁ vt lmngg Fﬁ_x;f_;d
BETWEEN 9AM AND MONDAY : for Jiom
TO SATURDAY, TO PAY BY CREDIT CARD. TO PAY Thz BEST IMAGE PROCESSING PACKAGE

BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER PLEASE SEND
YOUR ORDER TO - WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS,

PO BOX 490, DARTFORD, KENT, DA1 2UH
Chegues should be made payable to WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS. Prices include VAT &
camiage to the UK mainland. Plaase add £5 to your ander for EC destmations and £10 for
other countries. All products are subject to availability. EGOE. Advertised prices &
specification may change without notice. ANl sales are subject to our trading conditions -
copy available on request.

THERE IS FOR THE AMIGA. AMIGA FORMAT
Gown - CU Awanos. BuseLe FiLTen,
FiRE FX, WiRELESS Hooks, SHeEar &
STRAW MODES, ENHANCED LIGHTHING
ErrecTs, FmGRAIN ADD/REMIVE,

Liowno DisToRTION, SPOMGE DAAWNODE,

@ SrarKLE EFFECT B MUCH MORE

ARE I VERSION 2.5,

2w & Hano Disk Rea. £ l 79.“



REPAIRS

WHILE-U-WAIT?!

That 5

COMPUTERS AND MONITORS —- &= f

Attention Decalers A500, A500+ & A600

Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and

terms on Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives,
Hard Drives, CD Rom Drives
and Memory Upgrades.
= FAST TURMAROUND .
= 90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS!!

= £10 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAJT SERVICE
= COURIER CHARGES £7-05 EACH WAY

= A1500/A2000/A3000/A4000 EQUOTATION 2 5 T HAR D D R IvEs
&
MODEMS

For A600 & A1200
BABT OVED s ] SOFTWARE
Ak £50.05 38,8k £124.95 60Mb......£55.00 120Mb....£75-00 250Mb...£105:00 540Mb..£149.95

80Mb.......£65-00 170Mb.....£90-00 420Mb...£129.95 1GIG......£199-95
All hard drives are pre—fﬂrmatted partitioned with Workbench
mlo Accmmmns loaded and include 2-5" IDE cable and software
¥ 2.5" IDE Cable and Software (if bought separately).. ..£9-95
1230 Lite...£99.95 Slﬂlms -
1230/50....£159.95 [4Mb.. veens£29.95
124025 ...£229.95 [BMb.. ...£49.95 3 5 HARD DR IVES
1240/40 .£299.95 16Mb .........£89.95|| | 540Mb ......... .£115.00 1-08GIG £150-00
1260/50 ..£489.95 | vouant with an Accelerato £130-00 2.1GIG £935-00

(Subject vo availability)

SAME DAY DESPATCH

GUARANTEED

SIMPLY THE BEST AFTER-SALES SERVICE
A500=— 1 A500+ CHIPS < SPARES < ACCESSORIES
i lf'l.eanﬁer Agnus ............E19-00 8520 CIA A6DO/A1200.. .£14.50
A‘ﬂﬂ Upsgrade to T Meg .
L PRICES 8373 Super Denise ............%E18-00 Video DAC A1200...............519-00
5719 Gary ..... L E7-50 AG00/A1200 Keyboord .........560-00
Kickstart ROM 1-3  ....... ....US-U"J Budgie A1200 ..................230-00
Q“AD SPEED lou Kickstort ROM 2-04 £22.00 Mouse (290dpi) . SINE
Kickstart ROM 2.05 £29.00 SCART lagd .....................£15:00
CD ROM DRIVES GINLOCKS l!uEIEEII.-"'MDﬂ- HD','UL‘EIUJ 15[:':]:] Mouse I"-'I.IIT. 24400
irrel Interfac Pawer Supply A500,/4600/A1201 0 Surf Squirrel ..................£95-00
o o L1500.....E£169:95 | £chonge 7000/41500 -*.:.-ﬂf-supnl-, iﬂal“l“ \U..--qJ-!f-'q Interfac ¢55.00f
o 53,'5,?.'5%'- < _ A1900 with 80Mb hard drive ......£349:95  A19200 with 510Mb hard drive .........£499.95
ANALGGK ek nmitn (R Tel: 0181 546 9575
ANALOGIC Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey K12 6HH
#* All prices include VAT + All prices & specifications subject 1o change without notice * Fixed charge for repair does not include disk drive/keyboard

2 Meg Fotter Agnus ...824.00 8374 Alice A1200 £30-00
“aMb " BMb

B520 CIA A500,/A500+........815-00 Lisa A1200 ....£35-00
|I'I'l=|lldil'lg 6570 Keyboord Chip .. ..£20-00 10 Boxed Bronded Disks .........56-00

£189 95 L2000S..£349.95 . all cl'l-ips nre-nvui.luhle El-.stnt.k e W A

* Please call for any chip or spare not listed here

——_ _~— 1 A1200 with 170Mb hard drive £37995 = Call for more good deals

u' * We reserve the right to refuse any repair ® P&P charges £3-50 by Roval Mail or £7-05 for courier * Please allow 5 working days for chegue clearance - ..,g..

AS500/A500+ £29.95 AH600/A1200 ...£34-95
8362 Denise ........... .$9.00 8364 Poula A600/A1200 £16-50
A1200 e

e B364 Paula A500/A500+ ......812-00 Goyle A600/A1200 ............£25-00
68000 Processor  ...... JE8-00 Printer Coble . RN

A1200 without hard drive ............£299.95  A1200 with 340Mb hard drive .........£429.95
ANALOGIC : (ux) Ltg Open Monri 800am-5-30pm, Sat9-00am-5:00pm Fax: 0181 541 4671

#* All sales/repairs are only as per our terms and conditions, copy available on reguest.




Here’s the man

who put the kapoww
into karate and
whose name is
synonymous with
Snooker and Pool -
Mr. Archer Maclean.

Name: Archer Maclean.
Age: 34.

Born: Bayton on Sea.
Occupation: Long
standing programmer.
Biggest Success:
Jimmy White's
Snooker, Archer
Maclean’s Pool,
International Karate
and IK+.

4 |

| Alchee CU: How did you first get into
-r:‘.:: writing games?

Bmbsip AM: “Long story. Twenty years ago |
QG | ced to build and program my own

machines. Then | saw Asteroids, Missile
Command, Defender, and | thought,
could do that too!”

CU: Your game, IK+ was an instant
classic on the Amiga. How do you
rate current games of this type?
AM: "Today’'s games are great technical
achievements, let down by crap gameplay.
K+ is still good fun to play, even now.”

CU: At the time of its release, did
you anticipate that Jimmy White's
Whirlwind Snooker would be such
a huge success?

AM: "No but | was confident. It just kept
selling and selling. You can still buy it
now. However, I'm still haying trouble
getting money for it.

*“Today’s games are great
hnical achievements, let

down by crap gameplay.”
e e e —

CU: Dropzone has to be one

of your slickest games ever

but it never appeared on the
Amiga, why?

AM: "Publishers at the time didn't want
it. Pity they were so short sighted

' Reach for the

INTERVIEW

stars

ST

o L. T

TRICK §HOT °

& Who could ever forget Archer Maclean's Pool? Here are some
screenshots for old time's sake.

Publishers are now more reluctant to back
an untested game idea, when they know a
lesser commercial risk will be to enhance
an older tried 'n’ tested formula. It's also
easier at retail to sell something familiar”

CU: In your opinion has the Amiga
games industry in the 1990s
progressed or regressed in terms
of quality releases?

AM: "Hmmm. It's probably gone back
wards because lots of technically nice
games are the norm today where game-
play has been forgotten. | think good
games have to be easy to pick up but
hard to master. They should draw vou in
within a few minutes so that you want to
do more/play maore/discover more ete and
have a random element to avoid boringly
similar game flow. They must not require
500 pages of manual. The control method
should be totally thought out, with imme-
diate sonic or visual feedback, with in
game help screens if required. The player
should never be left wondering what to
do or what's he done wrong, and the
game environmeant must have no holes”

CU: How do you see the Amiga
games industry evolving over the
next few years?

AM: “Struggling on, unfortunately. It
really depends on how good the market
is supported in hardware and software.”

CU: What would you say is your
greatest achievement out of the

games that you have written on
the Amiga?
AM: "My Archer Maclean's Pool title was

the best produced game
the A1200. 1K+
behind though!”

especially on
and snooker were not far

CU: Is there a chance you might
write games for the Amiga again?
AM: “| would like to go back to it
because | really enjoyed it so much. but
probably not - things have moved on a
it

CU: What kind of lasting impres-
sion has the Amiga meant to you
as a programmer?

AM: "Nice hardware, accessible from a
programming point of view. Ordinary
people could buy it, get.into it and learn
how to program it. That's where many of
today's people came from, At present,
this entry point doesn't exist. | mean, PCs
cost loads and are a real total nasty pain
to program. Windows '95 is not so hot
and prevents you from accessing all that
hardware. So where are the next batch of
programmers going to come from?” W
Mark Forbes
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GAME TIPS

by Matt Broughton, Games Consultant.

WORMS

Team 17

Stephen Ingham from Lancashire
has found a secret menu for this
incredible multi-player game.
Simply press escape with the
game paused and you engage
Sudden Death mode {which the
manual says is PC-only) as well
as make the game a draw, replay
the game, and quit.

This cheat can be very useful
if you're in a bit of a rush as,
instead of setting a timer for
each round, you can simply allow
as much time as you want, and
then take it into Sudden Death
mode. Coolio.

Snip Tips

CIVILIZATION

MicroProse
John Collins from Springfield
land | bet THAT'S getting a right
old laugh now that The Simpsons
is on telly!) has a smart-if-techy
cheat for the excellent and
down-right absorbing God-sim.
However, this cheat only seems
to work for the Warlord, Prince,
King and Emperor games but not
the chieftain.

Anyway ... as is always the

case In games like these, there's .

never enough money to sort
your cities out properly, giving
the computer the edge but with
the following cheat you're laugh-
ing. If you've built two or three
cities with the power of four or
moare, and have opened a fair
amount of land space around
you, save the game to an empty
disk and take note of whether
it's "civilD.sve’, ‘civil2.sve’, etc
and the year

MNow examine the save file
with a hex editor (Mr Collins
used Newzap himself) and find

position 13C in the first sector
Mow change all positions from
13Cto 148 to "7's (ietypeina 7
for each position. WARNING! DO
MNOT do this on your hard drive,
use a spare floppy.

Save your file back out to flop
py and the next time you load
your save file you should have an
amazing 30,000 credits. Mow buy
everything for your cities as fast
@5 you can to gain the advantage
over your enemies and reduce
your taxes to zero to get techni-
cal advances much quicker.
Basically, SFEND SPEND SPEND!
ignore messages such as
‘London can't support militia®
because as you get stronger and
richer these will disappear.

Once you've gained confi-
dence using this cheat you
can use it on older saved games
that you may have abandoned
in frustration. ¢

Another tip is to keep
going until you are able to buy

PN

A Special cheats for the multiplayer game coming in ...

CIIWS

Ola Amiga amigos! A bit of Spanish sunshine
there for no reason whatsoever. And non
forgetimo, there’s a free Hit Squad game to any
printed tipsters. Esta completemente babido!

diplomats, then use these to buy
opposing armies or incite entire
cities to revolt and come over

to your side. This makes the
game less frustrating and much
more satisfying

ALFRED
CHICKEN

Mindscape

Mow here’s a cracking little plat-
former I'd forgotten all about!
Unlike Mr S James of Kent,
who'd like to remind us all that
by typing HELPMARK on the title
screen, keys 1-9 select the lavel
you want. Nice onel

FRONTIER

Gametek

Ah, me old chum Frontier. We
haven't had one of these for a
while, but Craig Rooney from

Linlithgow has such a corking

cheat that | just had to tell you

iH}

about it! Right, go to any planet
with a docking station and buy
one tonne of rubbish. Leave the
planet and hyperspace to anoth
er system (this is just to avoid
being fined for illegal dumping.
Mow make sure that you're in
free flight and move your cursor
to just below the icon for jetti-
soning rubbish BUT DON'T
CLICK ON THE ACTUAL RUB
BISH ICON. By clicking here the
on-board computer thinks you're
jettisoning water when in fact
you aren't jettisoning anything at
alll As a rasult, your ship gets
loads of extra cargo space and,
when used with the various other
Frontier cheats, allows you to
arm up with Large Plasma
Accelerators and thousands of
Shield Generators — making you
virtually indestructible. The read-
out for your current cargo hold
will go up the spout, but hey,
who cares! B

A There lots of extra carge space to be had in Fro

AND THAT'S

YOUR LOT!

Indeed, that's all you're get-
ting this month, but thanks
as always to those of you
have been sending in all
your corking cheats -

keep it up! And don't forget,
there's a free Hit Squad
game for every tipster who
gets their cheat printed,

so let me know what
machine you have and what
game you might like. Until
next month ...

R T N
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Hello boys are
you pleased to
see me? Or
would you like
to feast your
eyes on much
more of me
than this
finy picture?

KGB

lam stuck in the stuffy room
with the man in denim. | have
tried to use the tap to set off the
glarms but | keep getting killed.
Help me, I'm so sick of being
gooped up in this room.

Your kinky KGB Agent!

Kinky or not it would have been
helpful if you had at least told me
what chapter you are referring to!
Let’s guess that we are in chapter
v, the room you are talking about
it the hotel room and the man is
Chapkin. In which case you musi
use the tape-recorder to save
yourself. Set it to the ‘voice-activat-
ed’ option and when Chapkin wakes
Jyou in the morning and tells you to
do something, do as you are told.
When you are talking to him in the
bathroom use a dialogue option that
contains @ word which activates the
tape recorder. When the tape starts it

\ will distract the bad guy for enough

lime for you to slug him. Take the
gyringe in his pocket and inject him
with the contents.

Monkey Island
fam stuck in part one of Monkey
i8land. I've made it past the poo-
dles and into the mansion. I've
been shot out of the cannon, had
g sword lesson and talked with
the prisoner. | don't know what |
should do now?

5. Chesterman, Winsford.

GAME TIPS

Adventure
Helpline

The key to your predicament is the
prisoner in the cell. Give him the
breath mints and ask him if he has a
file. Give him the gopher repellent
and he’ll give you a piece of cake
with a file in it. Take the file to the
Governor's mansion and walk to the
gaping hole.

Flashback

How do you get through the
doors at the centre of the earth?

R.G. Clapton, Market Harboro.

For the life of me I can’t remember.
However, just to prove that I do
know something about this game
here are the level codes which
should go a long way towards mak-
ing life a lot easier for you:
JAGUAR, BANTHA, TOHOLD,
COMBEL, SHIVA, PICOLO,
ANTIC, KASYYK, FUGU, NOLAN,
SARLAC, CAPSUL, ARTHUR,
MAENOC, ZZZAP, SHIRYU,
SULUST, MANIAC, RENDER,
NEPTUN, NO WAY, BELUGA.

Dreamweb

| can kill Dianne Underwood but
then | don't know where to go or
what to do. Please give me a
helping hand so that | can finish

" the game®

J.A. Phillips, Staffs.

Once again I'm not getting much
help from you lot. Assuming that
you have gotten past the Boathouse

" section, walk to Underwood, talk to

her and then use the gun. Return to
the Dreamweb and talk to the keeper
Jor the latest gossip. Go to the bot-
tom left corridor and use the far left
corridor. Use the plinth with the key
again. Return to the travel screen
and go to the ruined church. Walk to
the gate, examine it, then use the
wire cutters on it. You're in!

Kings Quest Il

| can't seem to get spell number
3, The Cat Spell, right. I'm on

page XXV in the spell book but
the spell goes wrong at the end.

E.O. Roberts, Clwyd.

Then you are a lousy wizard! You
must create the Cat Spell because
Yyou need it to get rid of the pesky
wizard. In fact you will need to
crumble the cat cookie into a bowl
of porridge before the wizard will eat
it but that's another story. All I can
say, is that you musi have all of the
ingredients before you start and you
must follow the spell directions
EXACTLY or it will go wrong and
you will die. It isn’t that hard, even I
managed to follow the recipe and I
can’t boil water without burning it!

While I'm talking about this
game, let me help out Dale
McCarthy who can’t find the magic
wand that you need to create spells.
The wand is in the safe and the key
to the safe is on top of the wardrobe
in the Wizard's bedroom.

Curse of
Enchantia

| am stuck in the ice-fields of
Enchantia. I've got money, a
paperclip, two snowballs, a fish-
ing rod and a magnet on a rope.
How to | get out of the ice-fields
and back to the village?

C. Lovery, Dublin.

You poor darling, wandering around
in the ice-fields with two snowballs
is not a lot of fun is it? You need
someone 1o take you home and tuck
Yyou up in a warm coffin and I'm
Just the girl to do i1.

Here is what you must do in the
snow world. Pick up plank and go
down to the next screen. Throw the
plank, pick up the fish and go down
to the next screen. Go right, pick up
the deodorant, wear the deodorant,
Go right and up to the next screen.
Give the fish to the Eskimo and pick
up the rod, Go to the screen with
block of ice and fight with the fish-
ing rod.

Pick up the stone. Wander around

screens until you get to the Iceman.
Pick up the snowballs and fight with
the snowballs. Go back to the first
screen and find the sleeping sea-
lion. Walk over the sea-lion to the
other side and shout help. After exit-
ing from the cave, go to the boai,
and jump in if.

When you are back on the shore,
throw the stone and the friendly
dragon will give you a lift to the
next world.

Ben-eath a
Steel Sky

| have entered the subway and
been devoured by the monster in
the wall. | also can’t get past the
knight that protects the door
when you are connected to the
linc. What should | do?

Stephen Branch, Barnet.

Just like me, the monster likes the
dark. All those bright lights are very
bad for the complexion, and when
you are scaly and covered in warts,
you worry about things like that. If
you search the wall nearby you'll
find a light switch you can use to
scare him away. Don’t worry

about the crusader knight as you do
not have the object you need to get
past him just vet. What vou need is
the Divine Wrath. B

If you've got a little problem
with your favourite RPG or
adventure game and would like
Vamp to help you out, drop a line
to: Vampyra, CU Amiga
Magazine, Priory Court,
30-32 Farringdon Lane, London
ECIR 3ALU.

FINAL THOUGHT:
WHY NOT TRY THI
VODEA IMET?
YOULL BE S0}
DRLMER YO
WON'T BE ABLE TO
FIND THE FRIIDMG !
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TECH SCENE

if you thought the
Amiga scene was

I going to die down after Christmas,
i we're glad to prove you wrong.

=/ Feast your eyes on this lot.

I 54 Wordworth 6 Office

: Digita's latest word processor offering reviewed, in and out of the
19 Wordworth 6 Office application CD bundle.

58 AVM Modem

Using the Sportster 33600 Vi modem we preview the shareware
< AVM Suite for fax and voice mail answering machine capability.

9 60 Blitz Support Suite

The popular Blitz Basic games and application development package
gets a boost from this third party upgrade. Full review here.

i 61 SX32 Pro

No longer is the CD32 limited to a 68020. We check out the SX32
Pro expansion which includes a nippy built-in 50MHz 68030,

62 Audio H/W Interface

You've heard of retargetable graphics but AHI offers the same for
sound. Gaining increasing support, we take a first look.

64 Turbo Cailc 4.0

¢ The latest Turbo Calc upgrade challenges Final Calc for the throne
as best spreadsheet on the Amiga. Just how does it shape up?

66 PD Scene

The Amiga scene continues to buzz with activity and here’'s another
batch of games, demos and PD oddities to prove it.

ve e i
4 70 PD Utilities |
« W This month we check out a shareware directory utility that promises |
E to rival the big boys. Many more choice utilities also examined, :
-

?2 CD-ROM Scene

Inundated with high quality CD-ROM releases, this month we've
special expanded coverage of what's hot on CD-ROM.
Y I




PRODUCT TEST

Wordworth 6 Office|

M Price: £49.99/Upgrade £34.99 M Developer: Digita International

M Supplier: Digita International © 01395 270 273 CD Version

Wordworh & © 1998 Digha Inffernahcnal

Four quality packages on one CD at |5
a snip of price. Are Digita taking a
leaf out of CU’'s book? Let’'s see.

ithout a doubt, the CD
player is currently one
of the hottest periph
erals for Amiga own-
ers. It seems like almost
everyone has one nowadays.
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drawing package call

Software publishers are realising
this and are starting to put our
favourite programs on CD. One
of the first to do so, is long time
Amiga supporter, Digita
International. Their CD
Woardworth & Office is also avail-
able on floppy disk, although for
this review we'll look at at the
CD version.

What's on it?

No prizes for guessing that the
Office pack is based around ver-
gion 6 of Wordworth, but there's a
lot more than many people’s
favourite word processor on the
CD. You also get Datastore 2,

Organiser 2 and Money Matters 4.

g T P

A Text can be placed over many types of elements,
both pictures imported into Wordworth like this one
from DrawStudio, and ethers created in Wordworth
itself msing the Watermark feature.

New m’

Regular Polygon Drawing Tool
Freehand Drawing Tool

Password Protection

Improved RTF Support

More ARexx commands

Palygon Drawing Tool

& Funny faces like this can be created using the
Polygen tool but it is & shame that you can't edit the
shape other than resizing it.

All this for an upgrade price of
just under £35 seems like unbe-
lievable value. But is it? Keep
reading and you can make up
YOour own mind.

As already mentioned, the
Wordworth 6 Office pack comes
with four highly rated programs,
most of which have been around
for a year or two on floppy disk.
The only new upgrade on the
disc is Wordworth 8. The Office
CD has two versions of the same
programs, one in German, the
other in English. All these pro-
grams will only run from hard
disk. They do not run from CD
and there is no mention made of
installing them onto floppy disk.
The latter isn't perhaps important
because if you have a CD, the
chances are, you'll also have a
hard drive.

The reason, | guess, the
programs don't run from CD is
because a number of files have
to be installed onto the
Woarkbench partition of your hard
drive and these files will differ
from person to person. In other
words, although Digita could
have partly installed the program
on CD, there would still have
been a substantial amount of
files that needed to go onto hard
drive, so it makes sense to place

& Regular shaped polygons are very simple to create and can have any number of sides.

the whole thing on hard disk in
the first place.

Then there is the question of
program settings. Most people
will set their versions up different-
ly and because you can't save the
settings to the CD, it would be
pointless running it from there.
The reason for mentioning this is
because most people will expect
it to run from CD without under-
standing the problems involved.

Ea

Instalgti?nn of all the-applications
was dead easy. Mo problems
whatsoever, even though |
installed all the programs onto a
Zip cartridge as my hard drive, all
one gigabyte of it, was rather full

rawStud
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A Fram managing your accounts to working out the
repayments on a loan, Money Matters & will gladly
offer you a helping hand. Here, I'm sorting out my
peity cash and boan situations.
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at the time. Installing the
extra fonts was just as simple,
thanks to the comprehensive
instructions supplied in the
Wordwaorth help file and the
InstallFonts utility supplied
The fonts can stay on the CD
and be installed for use with
Wordworth or better still, can be
copied onto your hard drive and
used from there. Luckily, the
bonus fonts drawer is under 4Mb
50 it's convenient to keep them
on the hard drive where they'll
always be available to Wordworth.
The same couldn't be said if the
fonts were left on CD only
because you never know what CD
you might want to have in the CD
drive when you run Wordworth.

O R LT AL ]

i

T

ifﬁii":iig'fi
rE i'i "
ii' :|i
fe eqinadnidfis paisteiptiitg

4 Want to ring your long-lust relative in
Bournemouth or Penzance? No problem. Finding the
dialling code of a country or place in the UN and is
not far away with Digita Organiser.
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As well as the 50 outline fonts,
there is also a compilation of all
the bitmap clip art ever released
by Digita as well as around 10%
of the scalable clip art currently
available in various volumes.

On-line manuals
There are no printed manuals
accompanying the CD, so where
are they? On the CD of course!
These are ASCII text files but it is
too awkward to read them on
screen. You'll need to import
them into Wordworth and print
them out or even better, ring up
Digita and ask for a manual. |
believe they are charging around
£5 for it.

All the programs also have on-
line help to answer most ques-
tions about using the applications.
This AmigaGuide based file pops
up on the screen of the program
you are using, saving you the
bother of having to swop
between help and the program.

How new is it?
The only new upgrade (or new
anything from what | could see)
on the Office CD is Wordworth 6
which has had a number of new
features added. None of these
could really be classed as being
major but then Wordworth is a
pretty complete word processor
giready and adding headline grab-
bing functions would perhaps just
treate extra bulk which may have
slowed the program down.,

The most important of the new
functions is the four new drawing
tools: two polygon tools and two
others for doing bezier curves and
freehand drawings. The new tools
dre a mixed bag though. As Digita
have just released DrawStudio (a
drawing program), maybe | expect-
ed too much of Wordworth's draw-
ing tools, but they don't work quite
the way | anticipated.

The freehand tool for example,
lets you draw freehand but points
on the line cannot be edited
afterwards although you can
change the line colour and thick-
ness. Using the bezier curve is a
bit hard to describe but imagine
selecting a tool, dragging out a tri-
angle and then watching the pro
gram create a curved line in
between the points and you're
some way to knowing what it's
like. Unlike a drawing program,
the bezier curve points don't have
control points, but line length and
shape can be adjusted, sort of.

To create shapes, you have
polygon and regular polygon
tools. The polygon tool works by
letting you drag out a line and
'then placing a point on the page

by pressing the control key, Un-
conventional yes, but it works
well enough once you get used to
it. You cannot however, unlike in
Final Writer, edit the points on the
polygon. The regular polygon tool
is simple enough in that once you
have drawn the box, the number
of sides can be edited from the
object’s information requester.

Anather very worthwhile cre-
ative addition to Wordworth is
watermarks. These are simply ob-
Jects that can be placed behind
normal text blocks. In the exam-
ple | used to review Wordwarth
6, | wanted a bitmapped drop cap
from DrawStudio to start a line of
text. With Wordworth 6, this
wasn't a problem although to be
honest, | could have done it in
Wordworth 5 using Text frames.
Watermarks just makes it easier.

Support for RTF (Rich Text
Format), a common cross-plat-
form WP file format, has been
boosted with files for font
mapping. These are ASCI| text
files that let you stipulate which
fonts are used by Wordworth to
replace those used to create the
RTF document file in another
application. As well as
font mapping, RTF has
been re-written so it's
more compatible with
lots of different RTF
files as well as sup-
porting a few new for-
matting functions.

The other new fea-
tures, file encryption
and new ARexx com-
mands, add to an oth
erwise already fine
word processor but
don't significantly
boost the program to a
new level. This begs .

the question, will publishers like
Softwood and Digita continue to
put a lot of development time
into programs like Wordworth and
Final Writer, or simply adjust
things to slightly enhance the
program rather than radically
improve them? Only time will tell
us the answers.

Final thoughts

Overall, the Office CD and the
floppy disk pack for that matter,
are great value when you con-
sider what you get. The question
on value for money will depend
on whether you have any or all of
the auxiliary programs aside from
Wordworth 6, which is the only
new upgrade on the disc. The

pack almost has the feel of a clos-

ing down sale, where existing
stock is cleared out at silly prices.
We may see a Wordworth 7 but |
don't expect any of the other
applications to be upgraded. This
may change, because | hear
Digita are doing very well with
this package so far and they may
re-invest some of it in future
upgrades. | hope they do. B
Larry Hickmott

& Neeping track of important events is simple thanks to Digita's
Organiser, a program that is both practical and fun to use.

Dolnstore 2.0 ©1994-95 Deoiic
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A Datastore 2 is a form type database that is easy o use and quite flexible for personal and small business use,

Want to

know more?
Wordworth 5 and Datastore
2 were reviewed in the
March 1996 issue of CU
Amiga so this would be

a good place to start for
further details.

Organiser 2 is a PIM
which isn’t some fancy
drink but a Personal
Information Manager.
Looking like a filo-fax, this
is one accessory you won't
be ashamed to be seen
with. The program helps
you keep track of names
and addresses, important
events and even has a host
of supplements which will
provide lots of interesting
reading on everything from
angling to wine. A very
much under rated program
that is intuitive and darn
useful. More than tllnt it's
fun to use.

The fourth application is
Money Matters, a home
accounts program that has
been around since the year
dot. | started out with the
first version, which at the
time was called Home
Accounts. This latest
incarnation, has a similar
look and feel to the other
Digita applications, and
can handle multiple
accounts that work like
most bank accounts on a
credit and debit basis.
Money Matters also has
tools like a loan calculator,
insurance inventory,
currency calculator and
even graphs for the
visually enlightened. A
useful tool for watching
those pennies.
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ease of use

performance

value for money

) _.Thlli -in-one
pack at a top
price. Superh.




WE WILL BEAT OR MATCH GENUINE ADVERTISED PRICES

MR. MODEMS NOW 33600bps!

'rl;he Ie}:;[es}t uers_ic-n of these highly acclaimed faxmodems was released
: csn y; Teaturing full V34+ 33600bps data speeds, fax and also voice and
axback features (accessible through your Amiga with AVM

JUST £119.99

Look out for reviews - or call us for an information sheet.

shareware software)

INCLUDES FREE INTERNET ACCESS AND
MEMBERSHIP TO OUR BULLETIN BOARD
SYSTEM, MIDNIGHT EXPRESS!

o cD RO

top Case,
ROM, PC Desk
installed ATAPI software

Visa, Access, Mastercard, Diners, American Express

Personal callers please call first to check availability

ier, Of
0 with @ has never pe:naﬁzsmma“
0/1200 Wi S |
: r}? ?:?}Hect your Amig ! o oM s
: rd drive together with a qua !
aality pC-style slimlineé desktci 7
t (that will also power your

just
: | i the future) for Just
BnSIve Geh PSl:nr the Six speed version.

and £189.99 QUAD SPEED - £149.9¢
CALL FOR INFORMATION SIX SPEED - £169.99

PENTIUM PC SYSTEMS

We aren’t ditching the Amiga!

4 77172

Upgrading you
cheaper. We C
your existing N
inside a high qu@

power supply U™

urchase an exp

0138

ATURDAY 10am - 1ipm Switch, Delta,

MONDAY - FRIDAY 10am - 5pm S

Pentium P75 £755 All Pentium systems consist of the following
- specifications...
Pentl um P1 OO ETBU Desktop or mini tower case, Pentium motherboard with 256k pipeline burst
-Pentium P" 20 EBDS mode cache, Bmb RAM, 850mb hard drive, 1mbPCi graphics card, quad spee
R CD ROM drive, Soundblaster compatible sound card and speakers, 14" SVGA
Pent”-lm P1 33 EBSU monitor, 3.5 floppy drive, Windows 95 keyboard, mouse plus DOS and
Pentium P1 50 EBQS ﬂd;gs 3-1;-5 dd £70.00 1 gig add £30.00
: ndows a ; gig a :
Pentium P166 £985 Extra 8mb RAM add £40.00 Eight Speed CD add £40.00

Please call for details of any item(s) not listed , and a copy
of latest price catalogue, with details of our latest
offers and new products

TEL

INFORMATION AND ORDERING
We accept all major credit and debit cards, and you can telephone your order through to us during business hours on :
(44) 01384 77172. This line can be very busy, so please be patient. Cheques and Postal Orders may be sent to us direct at

Megatronix, 21 Tiled House Lane, Dudley West Midlands. DY5 4LG. Personal callers please call first to check availability.




WE WILL BEAT OR MATCH GENUINE ADVERTISED PRICES

_HARD DRIVES /  STORAGE

" EIDE 540mb £115.99 lomega ZIP Drive SCSI  £134.99
3.5’ EIDE 850mb £125.99 ZIP Cartridges (each) £12.50
3.5" EIDE 1 Gig £145.99
3.5” EIDE 1.2 Gig £155.99 SyQuest EZ Drive SCSI  £134.99
3.5” EIDE 1.6 Gig £169.99
3.5" EIDE 2.0 Gig £229.99 lomega JAZ Drive SCSI £Call
3.5" EIDE 2.5 Gig £249.99 JAZ Carts (1gig each) £Call

Our hard drive prices are reviewed on a
weekly basis - call for latest pricing

25" somb S MEMORY SIMMS /

2.5" 420mb £124.99 72pin 4mb (70ns) £22.50
25 10Glg £199.99 72pin 8mb (70ns) £37.50
2.5" drives are subject to availability 72pin 8mb (60ns) £42.50

72pin 16mb (70ns) £79.99

ACCELERATORS 22 IRE IS £84.99

g Our memory SIMM prices are reviewed on
Apollo 1230 Lite £89.99 a weekly basis - call for latest pricing

Apollo 1230 Pro £149.99 OUR ADVICE! BUY NOW TO AVOID
Apollo 1240/25 £219.99 CHRISTMAS PRICE SURGES!
Apollo 1240/40 £289.99

et B T SCANNERS

Blizzard 1260 £569.99 PowerScan b/w £74.99
SOSE =0 it for 1230 oo PowerScan Colour £159.99

Mag num 030/25 £89.99 Highly acclaimed parallel-port fitting scanners for

the A600/1200, high magazine reviews
Magnum 030/40 £129.99
Magnum 040/25 £239.99 Epson GT5000 SCSI ~ £399.99

Magnum 040/40 £319.99 Epson GT5000 Parallel £399.99

Magnum 060/50 . £479.99
SCSI -ll kit for Magnum's £74.99

9600 Modems £49.99
MEM UPGRADES 2 oyvsiag £59.99

19.
A600 2mb Upgrade’  £19.99 33600 Modems £119.99

Our modem packs cannot be beaten! All
A1200 4mb Upgrade £65.99 units include free access to our BBS,

Midnight Express, where you can download
AT 200 8mb Upg rade £'89.99 1000’s of PD and Shareware programs for
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your Amiga - Free of charge, 24hrs a day, 7

33mhz FPU w/crystal £34.99 days a week.

S0mhz FPU w/ CWSIEI £65*99 Information on accessing the Internet with
your Amiga is also included.,..FREE!

BBS:
01384 86-56-26 See us on the World Wide Web at:

(5 LINES RINGDOWN) www.woden.com/-mtx
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PRODUCT PREVIEW

© 0113 23 19444 http://www firstcom.demon.co.uk

As well as surfing the web and
sending faxes, now modems can be

answering machines too. All you need

are the right tools for the job.

ax modems have been
around a long time
and, thankfully, so has
commercial software
such as GPFax to enable you to
use them to send faxes. Voice
modems, however, are a newer
invention. They combine the data
capabilities of a fax modem with
a digital answering machine.
Again, like faxes, you need
dedicated software to make the
voice capabilities work. Currently
there is only one package on the
Amiga that we know of that can
do this: the shareware AVM
(Advanced Voice Modem) Suite
2.0. AVM doubles as fax software
by using the ECFax. We checked
it out, in its embryonic stages,
armed with the popular

voice modem, the USR Sportster
Vi 33600.

Trial run

AVM is shareware so you can
check it out first before deciding
to buy it. And in true always-
there-to-help-the-reader style, CU
Amiga Magazine has the unregis-
tered version on this month’s
cover CD. You can find it in the
CUCD/ Magazine directory all
ready to install. The installer is

most of the way but there are
currently several things which
have been left out which would
have been very helpful such as
showing assigns which need to
be made and the option of skip-
ping the insertion of them in
user-startup.

Getting it on
To get started is simple enough.
The installer asks whether you
have a Voice capable modem and
depending on the answaer,
expands to the modems support-
ed. The modems AVM supports
for Voice are: ZyXEL, LineLink,
MTD Dolphin, Rockwell-based
Voice modems and the USR
Sportster Vi

The Rockwell option actually
includes a great deal of modems
since they are the world's
most prolific manufacturers of
the chip-sets used in modems,
unfortunately it's not easy to
tell before buying a modem with-
out any particular hame or brand
on it.

Good for a fax
If you don't own a voice modem,
AVM is still good for faxing with
the following modems; generic

& Each of the voice prompis used for the veicemail scripts mest be recorded on this page.

AVM and Sportster Vi

M Price: £161.69 M Developer: US Robotics I Supplier: First Computer Centre
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Disar b Park,

Shropshire, TF3 3BA
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Digitech, BM Limited, Unit EZ, Staffords Park 4, Telford,
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& With AVM as a fax printer, Final Writer can print out a docament 1o be sent later as a fax.

Class 1 & 2 fax modems, AT&T
DataPort Class 1 & 2 modems,
the Supra 144 LC and USR
modems (Class 1). If your
modem has fax capability it will
probably work with AVM. AVM
does what the others do in that it
simulates a printer. Normally
vou would use a word processor
and the output is stashed to a
file which can be faxed right
away or scheduled to be deliv-
ered at a certain time. The latter
function requires that the pack-
age is registered.

| printed my standard fax doc
ument from Final Writer to GP
Fax and AVM. After faxing both
to our office fax machine, the
output quality was identical
although AVM's fax was slightly
narrower in dimension.

Using a computer to generate
a fax produces far better results
on the other end than a tradition
al scanning fax machine. Even
the CU Amiga Magazine graphic
banner at the top of my fax docu
ment was nicely dithered as Final
Writer prints to AVM.

Unfortunately it's not all rosy
when it comes 1o using voice
mail. In fact it's very complicated
and the documentation is

abysmal. Before going to

press, I'd had numerous commu-
nications with the Canadian
author, Alberto Villarica, to
resolve many of the problems
that | encountered. The biggest
one was that support for the
Sportster Vi was only just imple-
mented, which is a significant
oversight as other voice modems
are rare in the UK.

No sounds
There is no audio compression
CODEC for the Sportster Wi
which means that the voicemail
prompts and incoming messages
can't be played by the Amiga.
OKs normally you can listen to
them through the speaker on the
modem. Nope, you can't do that
gither (unless you want a dial-
tone or to unplug the modem).
The Sporster Vi also lets the
show down as the external
speaker output jack hardly
seemed to work even on maxi-
mum volume. So it's either use
headphones or plug in some kind
of amplified speaker. This is
vary annoying and needs to be
sorted out.

The voicemail prompts which
actually need recording are
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*90 Day Parts and Labasur Warranty

*Includes FULL DIAGMOSTIC, SERVICE
*Upgrades fitted free with repair

*If drive/keyboard needs replacing +
({odd E&.00 for reaturn J:l!rrlun-l

ile-you-wait

in the UK. with an mvenlur‘
discounts and cata

plex voicemail sys-
tems which really
need the stupidly
complex ‘program-
er'. This isn't even
present in the archive
for some reason and
it's just as well as it's
just about impossible
to use and totally
undocumented.

DART Computer Services SALES
105 London Road
LEICESTER
LEZ OPF
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A Here's the AVM wser interface which displays incoming and outgaing
voicemail and faxes. Configuration pages are accessed via menns.

for a start. Reasonable defaults

FIXED PRICE ONLY £38.99 Incl.

*Price includes PARTS, LABOUR & VAT

*24 Hour turn-arcund on most repairs

AMIGA A1200 Repairs only £48. H Fl“]’ Inclusive

-"“-RE nirs w

We are the largest distributor and retailer of Amiga spares
of some 150,000+ parts. Large
alogue available 1o trade.

SPECIAL OFFERS

A500 Internal Drive  £28.99 AS500/600/1200 PSU
A600/1200 Int.Drive £28.99 A1200 Keyboard E:ﬂ.ﬂﬂ
only mentioned in the KickStart 2,05 £19.90 A600 Keyboard £19.00
small ‘installation’ text Super-Buster IC £15.00 A500 M/Board vé £58.00
file. All the others are 20 Modulator Il:hg £18.00 CD-32 PSU £25.00
for much more com- 8520 CIA !12 00 CD-32 CDROM Drive ﬂ'.’p 00

(cHips] cases|psus|orives| pcas|
AMIGA PC KEYBOARD ADAPTOR (All Amigas) £25,00 PC Keyboard £16,00

01 16) 2470059
58643

(A500/+,600
and €D32 Only

EST.
16 Years

& SOAK

add £10.00%*****

Postoge & Pocking add £3.00

Tha Liviled
Masder {ralismen
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The bottom line is that AVM
works as a fax package for sure.
It also half works as a voice mail
system on the Sportster Vi but

must be included and the
documentation needs to be
vastly improved.

However, right here and now

HCS$ is a professional software promotion group. Only the finest software
is catalogued which has been carefully selected from the great numbers of
PD & shareware sottware praducts available today.
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Amigaguide.

Hackers Computer Supplies.

Telk: 0191 4554 386/E-Mail HackersHCS@aol.com
Please make Cheque or Postal Order payable
to Hackers. UNIT 11F REKENDYKE IND EST,
SOUTH SHIELDS, TYNE & WEAR. NE33 6BZ

& The horrible AYM Programmer is no doubt powerlul but very difficult 1o use.

All Enquiries welcome.
Dizk Prices £1 per DISK.
Please Add £1 Post+Packaging

Orders 8 disks and Over Postage

and Packaging is FREE!

With avery order, Hackers
8 Catalogue in user frisndy
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Blitz Support Suite

M Price: £19.99 or £14.99 for registered Blitz Basic users ll Developer: Red When Excited

M Supplier: Guildhall Leisure Services © 01302 890 000

Now you don’t have to be a BUM
man anymore. A new Blitz support

system is here and it’'s superb.

or the majority of the
Blitz Basic fans an
update to the popular
development system
has been a long time coming. Until
now most of us have relied on
BUM (Blitz User Magazine - stop
giggling at the back) to fix bugs
and add new commands to the
language. However, this system
leaves a lot to be desired as it
crashes regularly and doesn't have
that many frequent releases. So
most of the die-hard fans rely on
dedicated Blitz clubs and news
groups for things like new com
mand libraries and tools. Guildhall,
having seen a gap for a killer
update to Blitz, called in the boys
from '‘Red When Excited’ — one of
the biggest supporters and cre-
ators of many Blitz extensions - to
do the business. The Blitz Support
Suite is what they came up.

Tidy tools

On three disks Blitz Support offers
a new set of libraries for adding to
the Blitz command set
and a whole host of

additional tools to help

gramming a game or a
utility. To start there is a
much improved version
of Ted (the Blitz default
editor) which, while not
letting you compile
your work stand-alone,
at least heads towards
a solution by offering
an ARexx port. Other
new features include

FEORDEvEED RO

you whether you're pro-

| Ervane HLndow

multiple document editing from
the same window and a user
definable GUI tool bar for sending
ARexx commands to Ted.

There is also an updated debug-
ger to stop your programs running
amok as well as a heap of example
source code files which show off
the new commands in the BSS
libraries. Extensive support for
ARexx and Commaodity commands
are provided along with encryption
and powerful file IO commands.
There's no doubt that these
libraries will make programming
your own stuff much easier. | man-
aged to convert a simple program
into a commaodity with an Arexx
port within half an hour of
installing the new suite, thanks to
the AmigaGuide online help sys
tem and the example source code.

The Shapes and Map Editor are
both powerful tools designed to
make easier the tiresome tasks of

~creating scenery like scrolling
backdrops and sprite images. Both
offer extensive cut and paste rou-
tines for manipulating IFF files and
the Shape Editor will let you chop
and change palettes to your liking,
as well as having a novel clone of

5100 STEP|S619] 1RACE] RN <> |—I'_T—I_i_"l_1_’_hl'"_l*ﬂ"
P| Replabur whilioe -5 7 it S e MR S S T T e

the MUI bubble help system. The
Map Editor doesn't offer anything
as flash but has the bonus of
being designed to work for any
language and not just Blitz. It's a
very powerful tool which can cre-
ate maps as big as memory dic-
tates and generate source code
which you can drop into your own
program. A nice touch is being
able to define sizes of the individ-
ual blocks as well as the maps
block dimensions. With a bit of
work on small blacks same very
creative maps could be defined
with little trouble.

Light reading
BSS falls down when it comes to
documentation. Presumably to
save cost everything is document-
ed on disk. The Blitz help system,
while not brilliant, will pop up the
appropriate Amiga guide docu-
mentation if prompted. It's an
acceptable solution but it's not as
good as having a printed manual.
It's easy to use though, certain
buttons will load example files
and iffs for you to view although
some of the links are broken.
However, the inclusion of updated
guide documentation for the origi-
nal commands and not just what

4 Bliz users cannot aflord to be without the new Blitz Support Suite. All the new features provided will make
everybody’s life much easier and programming a dream.

RWE have worked on is a bonus.
Owverall BSS excels itself as a
must-have gift for any serious
Blitz user. It's not expensive and
worth every penny of the price,
especially as you can get a dis-
count if you're a registered Blitz
user. There are a couple of patch-
es needed for the BSS system to
fix minor problems with the Ted
dok and debugger. However, don't
worry we have included them on
this month’s CD. B
Anthony Brice

BLITZ SUPPORT SUITE

el system requirements:
Amiga running Blitz Basic. WB 1.3,
HD recommended. Some extensions
will require 052+

ease of use.....................18%

performance.........ce0.. 1%

value for money..............32%
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he CD32 was a huge

success and if it wasn't

for cash flow problems

and unnecessary stock
dumping, it may have kept
Commodore alive. There were
many thousands of them sold and
CD32 software at one stage, ocou-
pied the top slots of the CD-ROM
charts. Now things are a little dif
ferent and CD32 software is virtu-
dlly non-existent. The good news
is that it's possible to pick up one
of the old tumbledriers’ very
cheaply indeed. It is still an OS5 3.1,
AGA, 2Mb Chip RAM machine
with a CD-ROM. All it needs is a lit-
tle extra encouragement to bat
with the best A1200 systems

Previously, encouragement for

CD32 users included plug-in
break-out boxes like the SX1. The
SX1 provided the features that the
CD32 doesn't come with as stan-
dard such as parallel and serial
ports, RGB video output, IDE hard
drive interface, disk drive port and
sometimes a PC kevboard con
nector. One area where the 5X1
fell down, though, was the
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$X32 Pro

M Price: 50MHz £369.95 33MHz £299.95

B Developer: DCE Computer

B Supplier: Eyetech © 01642 713185
http://www.eyetech.co.uk/~eyetech
Remember the ill-fated CD32? Now

you can turn it into a high=-spec
Amiga with a CD-ROM drive.

measly 14MHz 68020 CPU, quite
slow by today’s standards.

50IViIHz 68030

The SX32 Pro is identical to its
predecessor except that it sports
an integral 50MHz 68030 acceler-
ator and a buffered IDE interface.
The buffered IDE means that
external IDE devices may be
attached without worrying too
much about the length of the

cables involved. So it's a very wel-

come addition.

Fitting of the SX32 Pro is as
problematic as its predecessors
was if there's a hard drive fitted.
Once again, the CD32 must be
opened to fit the unit into the rear
expansion bay no matter how
small the 2.5" HD fitted. However,
Evetech have provided a nippy
720Mb IBM drive which shows
that the 2.5" hard drive situation
has improved greatly from the
nast. The lack of room for a 357
unit is not such a crippling prob-
lern. A cheaper/faster/bigger 3.5"
hard drive could always be housed
externally if it were an issue.

A Here's the 50MHz 5132 Pro runaing the AIBB Dhrystone benchmark against a standard CO3Z, A1200 with
no fast mem, A1200 with fast mem and a Blizard 1230 MK IV. The results speak for themselves.
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The disk drive, parallel
and serial ports performs as per
an A1200 which is no surprise as
the SX32 Pro has two CSG
I(Commaodore's chip manufacturer)
8520 ClAs to drive the whole
show. An external floppy drive
appears as DF0: and the 5X32
seems happy to load even copy
protected games. What does let it
down is the RGB video output.
The video level (brightness) is
quite low on the Amiga
Technologies 1438 and 1764 mon-
itors. This is not a terminal prob
lem but is annoying just the

same. Luckily, AT's 1764 monitor
has a 15 pin VGA style socket so
no adapter is needed.

A1000

The omission of a PC AT keyboard
socket would have been a serious
problem but thankfully Eyetech
have sourced some Amiga 1000
keyboards (the wonderful small
ones with the old coloured tick
logo) with a lead to jack straight
into the CD32's PS2 style key-
board connector. At £35, for a
genuine 89 key Amiga keyboard,
it's fantastic, now if anly | could
wire one up to my 4000T!

The SX32 Pro will accept up to
B4Mb of memory on a single or
double sided sided SIMM,
Benchmarks showed that it was
15% slower than the leading
BOMHz accelerators for the
A1200. This is a shame since it's
not cheap. | would have liked to
have seen better performance for
this sort of money. Eyetech pro-
vided an IDE EZ135 Syquest drive
for testing and this worked well
with an IDE ribbon trailing into the
back of the CD32.

Unlike previous CD32 expan-
sions, there's no significant
money 1o be saved compared
with an A1200 based system. You
do, however, get provision for a

PRODUCT TEST

lovely external

keyboard and CD-ROM drive
which are valuable in their own
right, It's an expensive investment
but a top notch Amiga system can
be created out of an otherwise idle
CD32. An A1200 system with CD-
ROM makes for more desktop
clutter by comparison. If the price
of the SX32 Pro, hard drive, key-
board and memeory doesn't put you
off, | recommend it as an Amiga
system to be proud of. B

Mat Bettinson

The essentials

SX32Pro 33MHz 68030.......... e L2995

SX32Pro 50MHz 68030................E369.95
Amiga 1000 keyboard ..................E34.95
Ext Floppy Drive £39.95
540Mb 25" HD .................... e 188,95
1.1GB 2.5" HD £209.95
IDE Zip Drive £199.95
COMBO PACK -

New CD32, controller, SX32Pro 50MHz
Floppy drive, 2+ 4Mb memory

21Mb HD £499.95

SX32 PRO
qunm:

ease of use.............co.cun.
performance..............c....
value for money..............
OVERALL

The ultimate
| CD32 expansion.




PRODUCT PREVIEW

Audio Hardware Interface

M Release: TBA M Developer: Martin Bloom B Supplier: various

Peering into the future of Amiga
sound we see AHI making an impact.

he chances are that we
will never again see the
level of standardisation
that there was in the
Amiga market of a few years ago.
With development on the Amiga
effectively having ceased since
the launch of the AA chipset, pec-
ple are following third-party
upgrade paths to bring their

Amigas more in line with state-of-
the-art technology in their own
fields of interest, buying graphics
cards if graphics is important to
themn, and sound cards if they are

into music. On top of this the vari-

ous companies considering bring-
ing out Amiga-like computers

don't even agree on what CPU to
base it on. The Amiga market of a

What is AHI?

AHI stands for Audio Hardware Interface. It is a hardware
independent audio system. AHI provides retargetable hard-
ware support from a simple device driver which can be
easily configured for standard sound cards and made to

utilise on-board DSP functions in 'smart’ cards. Its fast
mixing routines will mix 8- or 16-bit samples of any length
and with any number of loops from fast RAM and output
16-bhit mono or stereo data in up to 128 channels. It
supports non realtime mixing for computers with slower
processors by spooling to disk.

Buy at TRADE
DIRECT

PRICES!

Leading British Manufacturers of RAM expansions to all major distributors and dealers are having a
STOCK CLEARANCE of A500, A500+ & A600 RAM Boards at RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES!

understand. If you have the latest
DSP based sound card from hell,
it will play through that and pass
the card any hardware specific
commands it receives. If you are
reliant on a bog standard Paula
chip (part of the custom chipset)
for audio playback, no problem. It
won't sound as

few years time will include a lot of
non-standard pieces of equipment
and a lot of exotic variants

How will we avoid the kind of
problem that plagues PC users
such as having to reconfigure all
their new software for their hard-
ware setup, and guite often hav-
ing to reconfigure the hardware

setup for the software? The PCis  good, but
often unfairly vilified by Amiga it will do
users, but one very definite weak-  its best.

ness of the PC - at least until plug
and play becomes the exception
rather than the rule — is its han
dling of sound output, as anyone
who has spent ages attempting to
coerce a new game to work with
their sound card will attest.

With the AHI retargetable
audio system, a game (or any
other piece of software with
sound output) can send the
sound data to a device han-
dler which already knows
what hardware you have and
interprets the sound data in a way
which your hardware can
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4 AHI: coming to sound cands and related
software mear you soon.

Marpetg

Only from
DEVELOPMENTS?

4 SPEED CD ROMS & APOLLO A .

ATORS ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES !!

MEMORY EXPANSIONS

A1200 Ram Accelerato

AS500 512k w/o clock -£11.95 A600 1Mb w/o clock
AS00 512k with clock - £16.95 A600 1Mb with clock
AS500 Plus 1Mb - £15.95 3.5" External Floppy

NOW AVAILABLE AT EVEN LOWER PRI}

-£16.95 /
- £24.95 | |Runs at upto 2.95 :
_£39.95 | [IMIPS - Uses standard 72-pin

simm - Zero Wait State -

CD32 S-PORT Network your

CD32 and Amiga! Gives you CD32 a key-
board and gives your Amiga a CD -ROM.
Simple set-up, fastest Sernet yet for only
£24.95 (comes complete with serial cable
and Network CD2 software

3.5” Floppy
Drive for
only £36.95!

[COMBINATION OFFER!

Buy any Ram
hoard and get a

Optional Floating Point Unit -
Real Time Battery Backed
Clock PCMCIA —~
COME . |
Compatible (upto 4 Mb) g GMBIRUU TN S
Buy an FPU with a R\

OMb - £44.95
4Mb - £64.95 hoard for only £21.99¢
Internal Real Time

I = .
FREE GIFT!
Call to find out more

OTHER PRODUCTS AVAILABLE -
RING FOR PRICES

8Mb - £84.95
33Mhz FPU - £24.99 Clock now only £8.

030, 040 & 060’s Also Available - POA

STOCK CLEARANCE / STOCK CLEARANCE

PAYMENT : Simply call with your
ACCESS / VISA / SWITCH or send
Cheques /P.O.’s made out to :

Marpet Developments, 57 & 58
Glasshouses Mill, Glasshouses,
Harrogate N.Yorkshire HG3 5QH

DELIVERY : Costs ju
£2.50 (including VAT) fo
insured delivery!

TEL:
FAX:

W ade i« ZAolE

(01423) 712600
(01423) 712601

AN B il and b mtusilankibih: § advnneas aslkhesd naliase EEOE




The AHI home page

'?.'AHI‘H'Z— Hardware independent audio for Amiga

:'Mﬂﬂh Is mainly for who are the AHI sudio system n their own
7 page dﬁmﬂ' o using

’ & shor inroducdon
- AHl s for sound cards what Is

- sound cards, and even the internal audio chip (Faula), makes it possible for

graphic cards. A commen way of walldng
o make

their music and audio programs wark with all supported sound cards - without even owning one.

}_hﬂum’ndll

features of more advanced sound cards (ke D3P and effect

) wil

. The system s designed i be easy o use,

*eficient and fmare sae (skight, {1l s00p D),

AHI| has been described as
doing for audio what
CyberGraphX has done for graph
ics. The AHI system is a simple
addition to your Devs: drawer
consisting of the AHI.DEVICE and
device drivers for whatever hard-
ware you want to install. When a
manufacturer produces a new
sound card, all they have to do is
write an AH| driver for their card
and the old problem of finding
software to run on it is solved. If
you have the AHI driver, your new
sound card will work with every

A list of programs that works with sound cards can be found at Paull Perkdka’s support page.

AHI compliant software package
you use, even if they were written
before the sound card existed,
There would be no need to go
through all your old software
reconfiguring it either. If it is con-
figured to output through the AHI
system, then it is already config-
ured with your new sound card.
The flip side of this is of course
also true — a software author writ-
ing a new package need know
nothing about the various sound
cards on the market to write in
compatibility for them, because

T=al [

instead of writing output drivers
for all the sound cards they can
find out about, they need only
write an output driver for AHI and
their program will work with every
AHI compliant sound card that
has ever or will ever be made.

AHI is currently in Beta -
although it works and is available
for developers and end users
alike, it has a little way to go
before it is the finished article.
The Amiga audio scene really
needs something like this, and the
reception to AHI has been enthu-
siastic, Martin Blom is continuing
development on the AH| system,
but is dependent on other pro-
grammers to support AHI in their
software. The list of cards and
software with AHI support is con-
tinually growing as more and
more developers jump onto the
bandwagon. After all it makes life
a lot easier for them too. B
Andrew Korn

To find out more contact:

LIRL : Hetp://WWW.Lysatocliv.se/~lcs/
ahi.htmi

LIRL: Http:'WWW.5ci.Fi/~PPorka/Delfina/
Support.html

or Martin Blom: les@lysatocliv.se
Finally, the Aminet address is:
ftp://ftp. Germany. Aminet.org/pub/Aminet/dev/
misc/ahi.lha

PRODUCT PREVIEW

AHI support

The vast majority of audie output devices
already have, or are shortly to get AHI
support. Software support is not quite so
impressive so far, but growing all the
time. AHl is even heginning to make its
mark outside its natural audience of
music makers with the first couple of
AHI compatible games.

Currently supported sound cards

Delfina DSP

Prelude

Teccata

Wavetools

Paula (built in Amiga sound chip)
COMING SOON:

Plasma 32

MOD PLAYERS: :
ke

MIDI PLAYERS:
Amplay :
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PRODUCT TEST

TurhoCalc v4

M Price: £49.95 W Developer: Schatztruhe M Supplier: Digita © 01395 270273

The latest shot fired in the Digita versus Softwood

war lands on our shores in the shape of this
German spreadsheet. Is it bye-bye FinalCalc?

he latest salvo in the

spreadsheet war is

TurboCale v4, a signifi-

cant upgrade from v3.5,
which was given away by Escom
as pert of the Amiga Magic pack
Althcugh TurboCale doesn't con
torm: to the Digita standard layout,
it se=ms to conform to Digita's phi-
losor hy of attempting to one-up
softvvood, and comparisons with
FinalCalc are inevitable. Which is
somewhat fortunate for TurboCale,
becelse comparisons with the top
sprezdsheet software on Mac or
PC veould be less favourable,

A contender

This latest incarnation of TurbaCale
comes on CD-ROM. The program
can be run straight from the disk or
installed to your hard drive, an easy
procass thanks to the English,
French, German and ltalian lan-
guage installers. An AmigaGuide
conversion patch will install the
help files in an O52.x compatible
form if necessary, a clever idea
which will make life a lot easier for
owners of older machines

The most obvious difference
betw.2en this and FinalCale is that
the lziter has much more confus-
ing mienus. TurboCalc seems less
intimidating, with fewer nested
sub-menus, but this is not because
it lacks facilities. On the contrary,
TurboCalc did almost everything |
wanted it to, which is a welcome
surprise by Amiga spreadsheet
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A You can use TwrboCalc for a lot more than financial spreadsheeting. This demenstration shows how it can
used to chart the form of premier league strikers.

standards. TurboCalc comple-
meants its easy to use menus with
a user definable toolbar

TurboCale has followed
FinalCalc's lead in allowing multi-
ple sheets in a project, with con
nections between cells in different
sheets, a facility which has been
fatally lacking in Amiga spread
sheets until recently. Another fea-
ture TurboCalc followed the
FinalCalc lead with is animated
graphs - see the box for details.

Ups and downs
TurboCale can zoom in and out of
the page in the manner of DTP

Animated graphs

TurboCalc and FinalCalc are pretty similar in terms of
features - often suspiciously so. FinalCalc introduced the
idea of animated graphs, which are a great way of showing
how data changes over time. Rather strangely, the graphs
were output in a series of IFFs instead of an anim, which
would have been easy to implement and saved users a lot
of time. TurboCalc has introduced animated graphs itself,
but bizarrely has the same omission.

packages, a feature of enormous
use if you want to handle outsize
sheets, which saves a lot of ham-
mering at the cursor keys and mul-
tiple screen refreshes. Automation
is also significantly improved with
the addition of fills, a clever sys-
tem to allow the user to paint in
lists of increasing value. If, for
instance, you wished to define a
sheet with several hundred
columns sorted by date in a four
day period, you need-only set the
first date, select the cells you want
dates in, inform the fill requester
that you want increments of four
days, and the cells will be appro-
priately filled. FinalCalc's fills were
never so flexible or easy to use,
Spreadsheets are traditionally
for financial calculations but this is
far from their only use. They can
be used all sorts of data process-
ing tasks. | know of spreadsheets
being used for running Fantasy
Football games, designing hi-fi
loudspeakers, even designing pyra
mids. So the ability to import data
is critical, and in this TurboCalc
both hits and misses. On the plus
side, TurboCalc can import from
Excel, Lotus 1-2-3, and Procalc, the
three most likely foreign spread-

sheet formats users will want to
deal with, and is far better than
FinalCalc in this regard. On the
down side, its text import func
tions are not so good. TurboCalc
imports four variants on CSV
(Comma Separated Values ), which
take in many of the standard ASCI|
outputs from databases etc., but
isn't all that flexible. | occasionally
need to import huge lists of raw
data produced by a piece of PC
based test equipment, which none
of the C5V loaders in TurboCale
will handle perfectly. FinalCalc has
a truly excellent user - definable
text importer which can load in
pretty much anything.

With v4, TurboCalc is now able
to compete on equal footing with
FinalCalc. Some will swear by one,
some will swear by the other. | find
TurboCalc a real breeze to use
compared to FinalCalc. Each have
their own strengths, and in the
final analysis, each package will
suit different people. B
Andrew Korn

TURBOCALC V4

m regquirements:
2.0 and C-ROM

ease of use.................. 31%
ARDD
performance...................36%

A12a0

value for money..............92%

A1500

A2000
AVERLI

Real user-
friendliness
comhbined with
real power.

A3000

Ad000
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PD SCENE

Two Worms clones, one Doom
clone and an Orb slideshow. That'll
do nicely, for a start, for Andrew
Korn’s journey into the ‘scene’.

Sliders 2
Puzzle game

This is a nice professionally produced version of a type of
game |'ve always found tedious but some people like. In
Sliders 2 you have a jumbled grid of squares with one
space in it so that by sliding the squares about you can
unjumble the grid. The presentation is high quality, with
with lots of options including one to load your own
graphics in to be jumbled up. If you are after a sliders
type game, you should look at this.

Availabla from:
Online PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Halsall
Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L3 3PX.
Tel: 01704
834335.

Price: disk 75p
plus 75p P+P.

Orb Albums ol
Slideshow

If you're an Orb fan and you
like a bit of psychedelic art,
this two-disk slideshow
should be just your cup of

herbal tea. What you get for

your money is a string of [.;

pretty high quality scans of & |
just about every album and I {
single cover the Orb have

ever released and a rather
decent mod of one of their tracks which plays in the
background. A relaxing experience.

Available from:
Online PD,1 The Cloisters, Halsall Lane,
Formby, Liverpool L3 3PX. Tel: 01704
834335. Price: £1.50 (two disks) plus
75p P+P

[ = D

Shoemaker—Lew 9
Slideshow

If your idea of fun is watch-
ing massive chunks of rock
and ice hurtling at incredible
speeds through space and
then falling screaming into
the atmosphere of a distant
gas giant, tearing holes in
its very atmosphere and
staining the cloud-cover
with dark, brooding wounds,
then you'll probably enjoy
this disk. When Shoemaker-
Levy crashed into Jupiter in July of ‘94, the Hubble space
telescope was busy taking snaps and here are some of the I
results in all their JPegged, 24-bit glory.

The images are all accessed via their Workbench icons,
which is an effective if simplistic front end. The text files
have to be loaded into your own file reader which seems
a bit shoddy, but then they are pretty boring, so it's no
great loss.

Available from:

Online PD, 1 The Cloisters, Halsall Lane,
Formby, Liverpool L3 3PX.

Tel: 01704 834335. Price: disk 75p n
plus 75p P+P

Beasties v2.9
Worms game

Beasties is a simple kind of
game in which you wander
around various landscapes >
shooting at your opponents , Ty
with rifles and bazookas,
dropping dynamite on each
other’s heads and building
bridges over obstacles. Sounds familiar? It is. You can
even load custom Worms levels into it. PD versions of
commercial games have been a regular of these pages for
years. Someone thinks of a feature they wish the original
game had, so they write their own version with that fea-
ture in. This one is like Worms only with a lot less features.
Most Amiga gamers have probably got Worms by now and
those who haven't can pick it up for a bargain price if they
hunt about. It really isn’t worth the small saving of buying
the licenceware version of this game instead of the vastly
superior original.

Available from: Arrow PD, PO Box 7

Dover, Kent CT1 4AP. Tel: 01304 0/
832344. Price: Full version £3.99, "
demo version 75p plus 75p P+P.




Vulcan
Doom clone demo

‘My doom clone engine is faster than

yours’ one-upmanship is dying off, but

this game offers an interesting late

entry. It's initially breathtaking. Stick it on

a reasonably accelerated machine and you can enjoy an
atmospheric background whizzing past at lightspeed. After
a few moments you realise that it is actually a rather
clever bodge. The background is identical wherever you
look and you can only move forwards in straight lines - it
isn't possible to bump into a wall, for example. The usual
guns and monsters formula is there and there are a few
barricades pasted on the screen to make it a bit more
maze-like. However, there isn't a whole lot in it beyond
those initial impressions. A decent PD blast, but more
Zombie Apocalypse than AB3D.

Available from:
Online PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Halsall
Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L3 3PX.
Tel: 01704
834335. Price:
disk 75p plus
75p P+P

83

iIngenuous
Adventure

From the moment this game
starts you know you are in
the presence of something
truly dire. Your character, a Y.
fat mud-encrusted half- T T
Womble, half-slug hybrid life |- .- - _ | =

form, waddles across the . b

screen like a penguin with a club foot. You are, allegedly,
a prisoner in a high security prison from which you must
escape. But it's all so simple. The guards just warn you off
politely when you hit them and doors are never locked.
The prisoner in the cell next door has a security pass and a
bloke down the corridor has a gun he doesn't mind giving
you because you once talked to a mate of his.

It took me only 10 minutes to complete. At least the
puzzles make sense, a rarity even in commercial games.
Not without comedy value but puzzle solvers should give it
a wide berth.

Available from:
Online PD,1 The
Cloisters, Halsall
Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L3 3PX.
Tel: 01704 834
335. Price: disk
75p plus 75p P+P
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PD SCENE

Microlyte Warrlor
Flightsim plus

There hasn’t been a decent

flight sim on the Amiga for

ages but it looks like the

wait may have been worth

it. If you like the notion of

whizzing about in a bi-plane

shooting your foes out of

the sky, pick up this version

before it becomes a commercial release!

Not only do you get a flight sim which displays
light-sourced objects, animated backgrounds and
graduated horizons fast enough to be flawlessly smooth
on a decent 030, but you can play multiplayer through a
serial connection or split screen.

Stephen Birch, the author, promises the final game will
have a strong tactical element, the opponents battling
each other not only for supremacy of the sky but also of
the ground, where mines, roads and oil rigs can be built
to allow the upgrading of your aircraft.

If the final game is half as good as it sounds, it'll be a
blinder. Even in its present state, you can still attempt
that sneaky Immelman turn which takes you through the
rotating blades of the windmill and onto your opponent’s
tail while you watch in satisfaction as he sees what you
are doing on your half of the split screen!

Available from:
Online PD,1 The
Cloisters, Halsall
Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L3 3PX.
Tel: 01704
834335,

Price: disk 75p
plus 75 P+P.

Total Domination
Game

Total Domination is just a
little reminiscent of an old
game called K240. The idea
is to challenge your rivals for
domination of an asteroid
belt. You can build various
structures on your asteroid,
and eventually build your
own ships and missiles to
seek out new asteroids to colonise and new civilisations to
destroy. The presentation is reasonable for a PD game but
nothing spectacular. The gameplay is slow and a little
lacking in variation, but will amuse bored God game fans
for a little while. Unfortunately the full version is licence-
ware and the £5 charge places it in competition with some
pretty decent old commercial titles like Powermonger or
Genesia which you can often pick up for a similar price on
budget labels these days.

Available from:

Online PD,1 The Cloisters, Halsall Lane,
Formby, Liverpool L3 3PX. Tel: 01704
834335. Price: disk 75p plus 75p P+P.
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PD UTILITIES

PD Utilities

Nostrodamus predictions: fact or fiction? Whatever

your opinion on that matter, he never predicted that
he’d end up on the public domain pages of CU Amiga

Blue Rose Graphics
Collection
Fonts and clip art

It can be a real
problem some-
times trying to
find decent colour
fonts and clip art. P ]
There is quite a N
lot of it around .
but it is often ?- . ,} »
pretty poor
guality. So this ‘
collection from " &
Eddie Barry is very welcome
indeed. Blue Rose Graphics is a three-disk set and has a
good selection of colour fonts plus cut and paste fonts
designed with video work in mind. The clip art is varied
and of a generally high quality although limited in range,
as you might expect in a collection of this size. There is a
selection of backgrounds which are all in 64 colour over-
scan and all miraculously look like they might actually
have some use. You probably don’t want to hear about the
Christmassy theme to the disks at this time of year, so be
warned not to get this collection if you are still filled with
the spirit of humbug. No harm in planning ahead though.
The first disk of the collection is a self booting
slideshow guide to what is on the rest of the disk, which
is a nice touch particularly when it comes to picking the
right font. A collection on CD would give you far higger
range, but you'd be unlikely to find one with such high
standards as this.

¥
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o Available from:

: ; Eddie Barry, 14
JiN R FROSTY | tudor Brae,

A B Donaghcloney,

A : ~ | Craigavon,
Co. Armagh BTG6
7LF. Price: £4
including P+P

IVDRY FEHNT 28R &S0 K

Magazine. Andrew Korn is your host to this month's
selection of value utilities.

Filequest
Directory utility
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Doguet Emmanuel’s challenge to Opus’ supremacy of
the directory utility market looks a very strong one.
Some people think that the Opus programs took a
wrong turn with v5 and Doguet is one of them. His pro-
gram is based around the old twin directory list layout
of Opus 4 and SID.

Although very similar to Opus 4, there are some
differences and on the whole they are positive. Filequest
is faster in handling directories and performing opera-
tions like moving or copying files than Opus. It is also
more proficient at handling filetypes. Use of the BGui.
library gives it an efficient and flexible front end and the
whole thing is highly configurable.

The shareware registration fee of 100 Francs gets you
a slightly updated version and a keyfile to disable the
shareware nagger which comes up fairly regularly. It
also gets you future updates and keeps M. Emmanuel
interested in developing a piece of software which is a
few small updates short of brilliant.

Available from: Online PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Halsall Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L3 3PX. Tel: 01704 834335
Price: disk 75p plus 75p P+P




Vark14
Utilities selection

Vark is back with another disk packed with archived utili-
ties. There is a Trekkie feel to this one with a Klingon
accent installer for the built-in speech handler which comes
with a complete text of Hamlet in Klingon to test it out and
a Workbench hack which shows stars streaking past at a
speed controlled by a ‘warpspeed’ tooltype. The author of
this masterpiece informs us that warp 9 is 1516 times the
speed of light, but that warp 10 is impossible!

There is a pretty decent MUl based HTML page creator, a
GUI for AmiTCP, a library which decodes expansion board
IDs, a rather good diagnostics program, assorted ANSI
graphics utilities and a selection of other goodies. Vark's
disks resemble a lucky dip, but they are always worth
dipping in to.

Available from:
Roberta Smith PD.
190 Falloden Way,
Hampstead
Gardaen Suburb,
London NW11 6JE.
Tel: 0181 4551626
Price: 90p plus

The third dimension #26

Disk magazine

The third dimension is a disk magazine all about 3D and
virtual reality applications. Although it appears to have
covered Imagine in the past, the main thrust appears to be
in the more realtime realms of virtual reality. Tutorials and
discussions for the now rather ageing 3D Construction Kit,
(on Amiga, PC and ST) make up the main body. The maga-
zine seems to have quite a following; an inordinate amount
of it seems to be given over to contributors credits and the
letters page is pretty busy. The fact that it has reached
issue 26 is some indication of its popularity.

If you think that a magazine about 3D Construction Kit
is living in the past, you should see the design, which
belongs to the blue and orange era of Workbench 1.3.

Even so, it has a straightforward enough front end, and the
look suits the informal tone and community atmosphere.

The main tutorial topic in this issue is about construct-
ing a flight sim, and comes with a directory full of coder’s
resources to help out.

There is also a project to create a multi-author theme-
park environment, the idea being that anyone can code
their own ride and add it on. If you are into 3DCK you'll
probably love this magazine.

Available from:
Roberta Smith PD,
190 Falloden Way,
Hampstead Garden
Suburb, London
NW11 6JE.

Tel: 0181 455 1626
Price: 90p plus
50p P+P

PD UTILITIES

GamesBlaster

Hints and cheats database
Disks full of Ap—
game cheats and /
hints have been
knocking about
for a while but
few have the
kind of depth of
coverage that
this one has.
Stuart Beatty has
released this disk
as infoware,
which means that if you use a copy of it you have to
send him a postcard with a game cheat on it for him to
include in his next update.

The cheats are all listed in a useful AmigaGuide for-
mat; just look for the game that is troubling you in the
alphabetical index and you are bound to find a tip to
get you on your way. If you check out Alien Breed 3D2
you are in for an extra treat - there's a saved games
editor which will get you through to the end like no tip
ever could.

The thing that impressed me most about this disk is
the wonderful bonus file. You'll only find it if you look
for it, because it has no icon. It's called ‘Steamed Trout’
and is indeed a recipe for steamed trout. More hidden

recipes on PD disks, please.
8 3 nll.
]

Available from: Online PD, 1 The
Cloisters, Halsall Lane, Formby,
Liverpool L3 3PX. Tel: 01704 834335
Price: disk 75p plus 75p P+P

Nostrodamus

Disk encylopaedia
From the moment this disk boots up you
know you are witnessing something
awful. An abysmal title page pops up
with what | assume is meant to be
Nostrodamus but is clearly a Portuguese
barman in an M&S nylon shirt. This glo-
rious title sequence is accompanied by a
piece of flamenco music, which would hardly be appropri-
ate even if it was any good. Then we get to the meat, a
huge 18k of AmigaGuide files covering 101 of
Nostrodamus’ predictions. Only of course they aren’t actual-
ly his predictions, they are "translations’ of his predictions.

Translations of Nostrodamus are usually pretty dodgy,
making pretty liberal interpretations of the original
French. Nostrodamus wrote in a deliberately obtuse lan-
guage - presumably because he was, in fact, not writing
predictions but political satire, which was a dangerous
occupation at the time. This makes it very easy to inter-
pret any way you like, but | would really love to know
the original French which this compiler translates as "... a
cluster orbital nuclear fire weapon for light atmosphere
ignition’, and it’s hard to give much credence to the pre-
diction that the allies will reconquer Spain from the
Chinese in March of 1996. As a bonus there is a pointless
number slider game.

The only value in this disk is the amusement of seeing
anything this bad. Cut out the middlemen and buy a blank
disk instead.

Available from: Classic Amiga
Software, 11 Deansgate, Radcliffe, in
Manchester M26 9Y.J. Tel: 0161 723
1638. Price: £1 plus 70 P+P.




CD-ROM Scene

You can get anything on CD
these days, honest. Andrew

Card Games

Until reviewing this disk | had
never played Klondike before.
After trying it out | feel no
temptation to change my habits.
Klondike is, for all its popularity, a
pretty basic patience game and
in this it is inferior to any number
of much smaller, more
Workbench friendly options. The
reason behind its popularity is
the presentation — lots of colour
and music and most importantly,
interchangeable cardsets.

When I'm playing a card
game, the most important thing
about the cardset to me is that
the cards should be immediately
identifiable, which Klondike card
sets often aren’t. The emphasis
I15 on the illustration, which
seems to be an unnecessary
dilution of the core purpose of a
card game. | don't like to look

for the little number and sym-
bol tucked in the corner of the
card, and if | want to see a pic-
ture of a Hawaiian beach, I'll get
a postcard. But the popularity of
alternative cardsets is amply
testified to by the huge Public
Domain selection collected
here. There are around 250
of them, almost all cartoons,
science fiction TV shows or
politically incorrect pictures
of women

Despite this, all the ones |
looked at were pretty weall
made, the Sandman deck based
on Dave McKean's cover art par-
ticularly impressed me. The
detail you can get into BB by
130 pixel images is surprising.

There is an archived collec
tion of other games on the disk
which despite the name of the

Korn has the proof here.

CD are mostly not card
games. There are lots of Chess
programs including the excellent
Uchess, about a million master-
mind type games, and a fair
assortment of Othellos, GOs,
MahJongs etc. | even found a
bridge programme which works,
and a half decent Monopoly
game. A little user friendliness
would have been good — a text
file telling you how to unarchive
from CLI is a little poor, but you
should find enough here to keep
yourself amused on a rainy day

Available
from:

PD Soft,
217-219

Hamstel Road,

Southend on Sea,

Essex 552 4LB.

Tel: 01702 300441/306060.
Price: £14.99 plus 75p P+P

Amiga Repair Kit

Every now and then,
disks go for a walk
down knackered
street. One day you
stick that essential
disk in your drive and
Your computer
screeches, grinds
and spits it back out
in disgust. If you remembered to
back up, you'll be OK, otherwise
it's a job for Amiga Repair Kit
The main attraction of ARK is
Disksalvd, which is an extrermely
powerful disk repair utility written
by David Haynie, an original
Commodore systems engineer
who worked on the old C128.
Disksalv has been around in one

form or another for almost as
long as there have been Amigas.
Versions prior to v3 were share-
wiare but its latest incarnation is a
lot more powerful than those.
There are now many more
options for file recovery and
things like undeleting and unfor-
matting than in the old shareware
versions, muscling in on the tra-

ditional territory of programmes
like QuarterBack tools,

Also on the disc are RDB-
Salv1.1 and DSBackup which are
Rigid Disk Block backup utilities;
Upper Disk Tools, which has a
very unusual file recovery
program that treats damaged vol-
umes as files in a virtual recov-
ery:’ device and a small and not
particularly interesting selection
of freely distributables.

The odd thing about this disc
is that it looks like shovelware
despite the fact that the disc has
only 2BMb on it. Disksalvd is
accompanied by Disksalves 3
and 2 and although there is
about 3Mb of Disksalves on the
CD your final HD install is just
400k. RDB-5alv is 11Mb, 95% of
which is documentation which is
a pretty large chunk of that
28Mb even if it hadn't been put
on the CD twice, and the freely

distributable directory is small
and uninspired.

This is not a cheap disc, and
you don't get a lot of Mb for
your money. Having said that, in
Upper Disk Tools and Disksalv
you have two very powerful
pieces of software. If this was a
bit cheaper or had a decent
range of supplementary PD, |
would,recommend it. In this pre-
sent package | would look for
the software elsewhere.

Available from: Weird
Science, 1 Rowlandson
Close, Leicester,
Leicestershire LE4 2SE.
Tel: 0116 234 0682.

Price £49.95 plus £1 P+P




Euro CD

Unsurprisingly, given the name,
this CD is aimed squarely at the
Amiga Euro scene. Which
means all the software is so
hacky it will crash your system,
and the documentation is all in
German or ltalian.

Well OK then, not all of it. You
will come across the odd pro
gram without English documen-
tation, but English is pretty much
the lingua franca, and if you can't
excuse the odd Dutchman
whose English is less than per-
fect then you don't deserve this
disc anyway.

The idea behind this disc is to
present the work of Amiga
artists, musicians and program-
mers from around Europe. There
are a hundred-odd Mbs of pic-
tures, including some really
impressive work, dozens of
games, masses of modules and
a few hours worth of demo and
animation viewing. There is an
assortment of utilities, some
shareware, some commercial
demos, including a couple of
webpage makers, an IFF to EPS
converter, a demo version of
Cinema4D and hundreds of
smaller tools but if vou want

utilities you are better off
locking elsewhere.

If it is graphics, demos and
music you are after, vou will be
better served. The demos run
from disc, which is nice,
although be warned the combi-
nation of system crashes and
boring demos which cling limpet
-like to your system resources
and refuse to go away will mean
plenty of reboots as you work
your way through the demos
directory. Compared to any other
way of trying out this many
demos however, it is relatively

CD-ROMS

painless. The pictures and mods
all similarly play direct from disc,
the appropriate viewers/players
set up on the CD to allow every-
thing to be viewed direct from
their Workbench lcons. If all that
Euro-scene ‘'my workbench is
bigger than yours' stuff irritates
you, you'll hate disc. If you're
willing to put up with it to see
lots of great art and demos,
you'll love it,

Available from:

Weird Science,

1 Rowlandson Close,
Leicester, Leicestershire
LE4 2SE.

Tel: 0116 234 0682,

Price £11.99 plus £1 P+P.

System Booster

i This disc contains somewhere in

the region of 2,000 assorted pro-
grams for improving your system.
There are no games, no demos,
no graphics files, no mods, just

| pure, 100% utilities. There is

everything from improved monitor
drivers (handle with care) through
middle mouse button commaodi-
ties to caching software.

As good as the bog standard
Workbench has become with
WE3, there is work to be done,
and the beauty of the Amiga is
there is always someone willing
to do it and make it available as
PD, saving you the wait for the
next KsMVB update from whoever

I does eventually buy out the
| Amiga. System Booster is a huge

compilation of these programs.

some of the programs are
cosmetic such as improvements
like Newlcons, an ingenious
replacement icon system which
works happily alongside icons
with entirely different palettes.
It's time to ditch the old four-
colour standard and this is a very
good way forwards,

There is also plenty to
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improve the working of your
computer. There is a directory
packed with replacement
AmigaDOS commands, a large
collection of fonts, drivers to
cover everything from Wacom
graphics pads to Epson Flatbed
scanners, and more schedulers,
disc backup utilities, ARexx

scripts, system patches and text
editors than is entirely decent.
There is a fair amount of soft

ware which isn't the |atest
release — MUI is there in version
3.3, VirusZ in ¥1.3 and so on, but
that isn't really the point of the
CD. If you want up-to-date, get
the latest Aminet collection or

download the software yours=If.
This disc is about giving you
everything. Pretty much any little
tweak or utility you are after can
be found here complete with
AmigaGuide documentation.
How useful this collection is
to you depends a little on hov
technical you are. Anyone who is
prepared to read the instructions
will find enough on this disc to
give their system a real boost,
but the more technical you ar=
the more you will get out of it. If
you are proficient with a solder-
ing iron, there are even instruc-
tions for putting a 1200 in a
tower case, making a PC key-
board connector and more.

Available from: Weird
Science, 1 Rowlandson
Close, Leicester,
Leicestershire LE4 2SE.
Tel: 0116 234 0682.
Price £49.95 plus £1 P+P




Women of the Web

Women of the Web, the appro-
priately named Sadeness
Software inform us, is an
'Interactive Multimedia
Encyclopedia of Female
Celebrities’. They go on to inform
us that this is NOT an adult title,
and that not one nude picture
can be found on this CD. Once
you open the jewel case though
you find a cheeky upgrade card
which you can send off with a
tenner to ‘'upgrade’ to the uncut
18 certificate version.

What the ‘of the Web’ bit in
the title means is that the data is
presented in HTML, and you will
find a copy of AWeb on the disc
s0 that you can run WOTW with-
out installation. Well in theory,
anyway. In practice this means
serious interlace flicker, as the
on-disc AWeb faults to a PAL
interlace display, and the only
way of changing the display
mode is to install AWeb to your
hard drive. Fortunately Sadeness
have put an installer on the disc.
However, AWeb doesn't handle
ANIMGifs, which the disc has
plenty of. Using IBrowse makes
the presentation much better.

Once you get your browser

sorted out and find your way into
the index, you are
faced with a simple
but effective title
page with an A-Z of
index links. Selecting
a link takes you to a
list of women whose
names start with that
letter, each one
accompanied with a
little mug-shot. Select the name
or mug-shot and you get to a
variable number of pages cover-
ing the woman in guestion,
these pages consisting of a few
small, often rather low guality
JPEGs and very occasionally a
brief biography where you can
learn useful things like favourite
colours and pop stars.

It is a bit hard to see exactly
what the point of all this is.
There's not enough here to
appeal to the baser instincts, you
can't stick it on your bedroom
wall, and despite the multimedia
ancyclopedia tag, there is little
by way of encyclopedic informa-
tion beyond the photos and the
odd short movie clip or sample.
The disc is like a compilation of
hundreds of those obsessive fan

BOIVRE SRAENESS Soltwine

Websites that every major media
star seems to have - but obses-
sives by definition are interested
in only a few people, not this
many. | guess this disc must be
for indecisive obsessives; the
suggestion around the office is
that this is a kind of mail-order
catalogue for stalkers. If you real-
ly want this sort of thing, buy a
copy of Loaded - the pictures are
higher resolution. Alternatively,

go out and get some fresh air.

Available from: Sadeness
Software, 13 Russell Terrace,
Mundesley, Norfolk NR11
BLJ. Tel: 01263 722169
Price £24.95 including P+P.

3000 JPEG Textures

Last month | reviewed Weird

Science’s Multimedia Backdrops
CD collection. This one has 3,000
assorted backdrops and textures,
including most all of the images
on the last disc.

The texture images on this
disc vary significantly. Some are
full screen backdrops, whilst

others are tessellating tile
patterns ideal for background
decoration on your Workbench or
on HTML pages as well as the tit-
ular use as texture maps for ren-
dering more realistic objects

The choice of JPEG format is
one some may object to, as
images will have to be converted

into IFFs for many Amiga applica
tions. Personally | think it is very
sensible. A filetype converter or a
graphics package with a decent
range of loaders such as ImageFX
or PPaint will happily turn those
JPEGs into IFFs of whatever
colour depth you choose, or into
GIFs for faster web pages, and
the advantage in file size com
pactness meansyou get a lot
more data for your money.

Using the disc is pretty
straightforward if you use a file
manager or can get by in CLI, but
try opening it on Workbench and
you'll get nowhere. It's not a big
point, but there's enough space
on the disc for at least a little file

viewer utility. The images are all
reproduced in thumbnails, which
is pretty essential if you want to
find what you want but don't
have a year to waste looking

There are a limited number of
textures in this world. The up
side is that this disc has most of
them; the down side is that so
do a lot of other discs. If you
have any other texture discs,
yvou'll find a lot of repetition. The
Imagine PD3D CD reviewed last
month had about a quarter of
the textures on this disc in IFF24
format, for example. But if you
are shart of texture files and
looking for a full disc, this is a
very good collection.

Available from: Weird
Science, 1 Rowlandson
Close, Leicester,
Leicestershire LE4 25E.
Tel: 0116 234 0682

Price £14.99 plus £1 P+P




The best excuse for

reading a magazine
backwards, Amiga
Workshop is here with
more top tutorials.

78 Imﬂgine 4.0

How can you make your 3D graphics look more realistic? John
Kennedy explains with some tips on modelling and texturing.

84  Wired World

Wrapping up the HTML series, Mat Bettinson puts all the previously
examined techniques to work and produces a web shrine to the 70's.

87 Net God

News and gossip from the Net God this month include a rant about
junk mail and good news in the form of widespread PNG support.
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Commodities are wonderful little tools that can transform your
Workbench but what are they and how do they work?

98 Q&A

Our new staff writer Andrew Korn joins forces with Mat as they wade
through all your queries and do their best to answer them.

100 FAQ

We're often asked about how CU Amiga’s CUCDs can be used with
other computers, like Macs and PCs. FAQ has all the answers.

101 Sound Lab

A round-up of some of the best audio shareware uncovers a handful
of useful and innovative music software.

= 76 Art Gallery

The standard of reader’s artwork Just gets better and better. This month’s showcase
includes more examplés of the growing popularity of 3D grapHics

102 Backchat

It's a right can of worms this month as readers give out in defence of the PD scene, sel the
world to rights about the Mac and give \ Scorp a kick up the backside

104 Points of View

v that 1996 has finally glided into the past, the CU Amiga Magazine team give their
» on the highs and lows of the past year and look forward to what 1997 may hold




ART GALLERY

Art imitates life or life
imitates art? Whatever
side of the fence you're
on concerning that

debate, here are some
great pictures. All done
on the Amiga too.

\\\\

Artist: Stephen Clarke, Surrey Amiga: A1200
Software: Brilliance 2.0, DPaint IV and V, PPaint V6.3 and ImageFX

-

Artist: Carl Thomas, West Wales Amiga: A1200 Artist: Duncan Styles, Kent Amiga: A1200
Software: Imagine 3.0, DPaint V and ImageStudio Software: LightWave




Artist: David de Costa, Australia Amiga: A1200
Software: LightWave 3.5, ADPro, Macropaint

Artist: Duncan Styles, Kent Amiga: A1200 Artist: Carl Thomas, West Wales Amiga: A1200
Software: LightWave Software: Imagine 3.0, DPaint V and ImageStudio




TN B More lumps
\ and bumps
are forged

and lovingly

manipulated into many
realistic-looking objects
with a little help from
Imagine 4, of course.

urface attributes define the appear-

ance of an object, by giving the

impression of a particular material or

finish. However, let's look at how

most image rendering programs can
go a stage further to aid realism by means of
‘textures’. A texture is usually applied to an
object or surface and can achieve two things:
first of all, it can alter the surface appearance
of an object, and secondly it can alter the
shape. For example, think of an orange: the
colour is obviously orange but the surface is
covered in tiny dimples. It's possible to spend
months adding these tiny dimples to a sphere
but a texture will greatly simplify this process.
By wrapping an image of dots around the
sphere and defining it to be a 'bumpmap’, the
sphere will appear dimpled when rendered.
(see pic 1)

Two to choose from
There are two main types of texture, and which
you can use depends on your rendering pro-
gram. These two methods are procedural and
brushmaps. A procedural texture is a special
mathematical formula which is applied to the
surface of an object. For example, Imagine has
a procedural texture called ‘bumpnoize’ and
this texture alters the appearance of ah object,
making it appear bumpy. Like all textures, it

N

A And today's lessen is how to create a PC style mini tower case. Just to remind ourselves what inferior technology looks like.

doesn't actually change the shape of the
object, only its appearance

The other type of texture is a brushmap, on
1he Amiga that usually means an |FF image,
such as a drawing saved by Personal Paint or a
digitised frame of video created by ProGrab.
The IFF is loaded by the rendering program and
applied to the surface of the object. Both types
of texture can be classified as belonging to one
or more of the following categories:

Colour brushmap

This type of texture applies a pattern or an IFF
image to an object, as though painting it. It
can be used to apply details to an object, or
just to make it more interesting. For example,

2

the Imagine Agate texture will give an object
an instant wonderful marble texture which will
add life to any object.

Bump or altitude map

This texture makes the surface of the object
appear to pop out or indent. The dimples on
an arange object are a good example. A spe-
cial IFF image is created consisting of dots on
a plain background. Where there is a dot, the
rendering program ceuses a dimple to appear.

Attribute texture

This texture can affect different aspects of the
object. Depending on how the rendering
program works, the image or texture will influ-
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4 The most important part of our object is the front panel. In pic 4 and
5 we are adding some more detail ta it to make it look more realistic. In
pic 4 Phong shading creates a more curved surface for the casing while
im pic 5 the buttons are given a final polish in ray trace mode.

Continued overleal B b b




the edges. Not very exciting but it's not meant
to be. The colour is a typical beige and so far |
have yet to apply any texture. (see pic 3)

-
Putting up a front
The most important part of the case is the front
panel so it's worth spending a little time on it
I've created the panel as a separate object from
the rest of the case, from a plane with multiple
sections, and extruded a few units to give it
depth. However, this time | applied scaling to
the plane as it was extruded: this made it
slightly larger at the back than at the front. This
Is where you switch to Imagine’s point editor.
Once 'Pick Points' is selected, the front panel
object is redrawn as a series of points, linked
by edges. These points can be selected individ-
ually and then moved or deleted. There is no
point trying to rotate or scale a point, as they
don't have any real 'size’,

You can see from pic 4 how the front panel
was altered. Using 'Pick Points’ I, first of all,
deleted the points which formed the back sur
face of the front panel, deeming them unnec-
essary. Then | deleted the points where the
drive bays were located: this created a large
hole in the front panel. The plan was to fill the
gaps with another object, maybe a blanking
panel or something more detailed such as a
CD-ROM drive.

Who made that

Phong shading is an important attribute in
Imagine, and one which is often overlooked.
When an object has the Phong shading
attribute switched on, Imagine effectively C
smoothes any hard edges. This is great for cre-
ating a realistic-looking sphere but ruins your
chances rendering a crisp cube. The bottom
Ilmhtnr-m-mh-rmuuﬂmu-hﬂinuunlr

when you want a smoothing effect.

There's slightly more to it than that though.
If you create a cube from a plane with ten sec-
tions , then the smoothly effect will be more
subtle than if you used a similarly sized cube

made with only two sections. In fact, as you
can see from the image below, the two sec-
tioned cube starts to look very strange indeed.

Then came the finishing touch.
Using the ‘drag box’ to select
points, | highlighted a section in the

middle and dragged all the points
backwards very slightly. With Phong
shading on, this causes a dimple to appear in
the casing. This stops it from looking flat and
adds a degree more detail. Manipulating the
points which make up the object is the key. If
Phong shading was turned off, the face would
look too angular. If more sections were used in
the original front panel plane object, the
smoothing would be more subtle. There is
plenty of scope for experimentation. (see pic 4)
Other objects such as the blanking panel,
buttons and feet are easily created from primi-
tive objects. The buttons for example, are
spheres which are cut and positioned so they
are just poking out of the front panel slightly.
There's no need trying to hide the jagged
edges as they are hidden: what the eye does-
n't see, the 3D rendering artists gets away
with. On cleser inspection, you may see a few
cracks: the solution is to use CGS spheres,
and render in Ray Trace mode. (see pic 5)
h Now that we have the basic shape
defined, we can cheat a little. Using a digital
camera | photographed the front panel of a real
PC and stole the display of the clock panel, and
the front of the CD-ROM drive. | converted
these into 256 colour IFF images,
and pasted them onto suitable
plane objects. These were then
positioned in the right places. Given
more time (and some artistic ability)
there is no reason why these could-
n't be drawn from scratch in an art
program of course. (see pic 6)
There are plenty of disadvantages to
cheating and making use of bitmap
images. First of all, they take more
memory than a simple drawing.
secondly they have no depth: a pic-
ture of a floppy disk drive is not the
same as a modelled one, where
there will be a button projecting
in the Y axis. This can result in

unrealistic shadows and other weird-looking
lighting effects. Thirdly, the resolution of the
bitmap you're using can dictate the resolution
of the final render,

-
Merging as one
Putting the final computer together is a matter
of loading all the sub-parts (the box, the front
panel, the fake CD-ROM drive) and positioning
them accurately in the Detail Editor. Pick one
object (| used the Front Panel), select it and
then select all the other objects (use Amiga-A).
Now use '‘Group' from the States menu and the
entire computer is saved out as one object. It
can then be loaded into the Stage Editor and
even though composed of dozens of smaller
parts, can be moved around and scaled as
though it were one. (see pic 7)

As there are no transparent objects or need
for accurate shadows, a scanline render is per-
fectly adequate for creating the final image. All
that is needed is the addition of the ground and
some background colour to make the scene
complete - not forgetting a light source and
some ambient lighting added in the Action edi
tor of course.

After a few rendere experimenting with tex-
tures, | decided that the ‘metals2’ texture was
not suitable for the case of the computer. As
you can see, it introduces some unwanted
reflections. Instead, the default matt material
worked very well. Perhaps a slight noise or
bump would give the correct power-painted fin-
ished, but overall | was quite pleased with the
final image. B
John Kennedy

Lost and found 3
The missing projects from last issue’s
tutorial can be found on this month's
CD in Magazine/Imagine.



Get your work

How to send your work in

! All entries, including artwork must come to us on one or more disks. Otherwise they can
be uploaded to our FTP site as detailed here.
Make sure you label your disks clearly with your name and address, the name of
I what you are sending in and the category it is being sent into (like the one opposite).
Important: we cannot accept autobooting disk-based saftware for use on the CD. We
require files which can be used or run from the CD-ROM. Please include all the relevant
I details regarding system requirements and usage instructions within an ascii text docu-
ment with your submissions.
Please complete the following form and enclose it with your disks:

System requirements for the enclesed files.,.............cceviiinne.

ppppppp

Do you have
software, artwork,
utilities, mods, games or any other
Amiga creations that you think are
worthy of inclusion on a Super CD?
If so, get them to us now and give

B B Wagarns LopenCO DA 4 [UAP mages O Wisidimch oid
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vyour work a worldwide audience.
The best music module each month
even gets recorded onto the CD as
an audio track!

| hereby acknowledge that the material enclosed is

of my own creation and/or | own the
copyright to the material and grant CU Amiga
Magazine the rights to publish this material on a
forthcoming cover CD-ROM. tahset 1

ogw
Send your B b —
contributions including the form (left) to: | e A
CD Contributions, CU Amiga Magazine, 30-32 i
Famingdon Lane, London EC1R JAU.

If you want to send it to us via our FTP site or Email theh this is also
welcome. We would suggest that you include all of the information on the postal form
left in an accompanying doc to make sure your entry is processed properly. Dur email
and FTP addresses are:

Internet FTP: fip.cu-amiga.co.uk/users/cu-amiga/incoming

OR EMail (MIME only): cd-contrih@cu-amiga.co.uk

il 10 us most be your own creation or you must own the copyright for il PMlease indicate
: ant space an the form

2.1t will be assumed that amy entry we receive. in the form we receive it, will be freely redistributable
unless otherwise stated.

3. The publishing rights for all items sent 1o us marked for inclesion, whether public domain, shareware

or commercially copyrighted will be assumed assigned to us for the purposes of placement on a CU
Amiga Magagme CO-ROM. Foll title and sriginal copyright for all items remains with the creator

4. CU Amiga Magazine makes no offer of payment whatsoaver for material marked lor inclusion which is
published om a CU Amiga Magarine CD-ROM

5. Becawse of the anticipated volume of entries we will not be able ta return your wark.




NEXT MONTH

Next Month

OctaMED SoundStudio!

Yes, on next month’'s CU Amiga Magazine you’'ll find the
amazing OctaMED SoundStudio - the full program with
all features present and correct! In fact, you'll get
version 1.1, which has been enhanced since the origi-
nal V1.0 release. Offering 64 tracks of 16-bit stereo
sound, with support for just about every sound card
available, SoundStudio is THE Amiga music package!

Featuring:

OctaMED SoundStudio is packed full of unique features
not available in any other Amiga packages ...

Up to 64 stereo sample tracks available

Realtime 16-bit autput with sound card

Realtime 14-bit output on standard Amiga
Record to disk at CD quality on standard Amiga
Powerful MIDI sequencing and recording features
Mix and match 16/8-bit mono/stereo samples
Realtime stereo echo and delay effects

Built-in sample editor with many effects

Various dual Amiga/MIDI slave options

Loads Tracker, ScreamTracker and FastTracker mods,
plus Standard MIDI files and all OctalMIED formats
® Stacks of new samples on the CUCD edition
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Finishing up our HTML tutorial, we take a look
through all the techniques that we've covered
in this series and combine all that we've learnt

to come up with one helluva web page.

ver the last few months, we've

coverad every HTML aspect that Amiga

browsers support. With this tutorial

we'll say goodbye to HTML technigues

only to return once the current crop of
browsers catch up. So for our HTML finale we
are going to put together an amazing web page
using as many of the techniques we have
learmned from previous tutorials

First things first: one of the most important

rules of creating web pages is to know what
you want beforehand. Chaotically eveolved sites
are often messy and difficult to follow. So, for
our example we chose 70's music as our
theme. Psychotic colours, lava lamps and
music artists sporting bell bottomed trousers
all sprang to mind.

That's entertainment

To keep anyone checking out your web site
amused it's best to use in-line pictures as
headings and illustrations so long as the page
isn't much over 64K. For our web site, | decid-
ed to use a black background which instantly
changes the page into a more visual experi-
ence than reams of text. To do this, here's the
initial HTML code;

<HTML>

<HEAD><TITLE>Mat’s 70’'s music -
paga</TITLE> < /HEAD>

<BODY BACKGROUND=back.gif BGCOL=*
OR="#000000" TEXT="#FFFF1F"” =
LINE="#FFOFF0” VLINE="#FF0000">

You should be familiar with this by now.
We've also used the BACKGROUND attribute
to set a background image to be tiled onto the
browser. In this case it's some images put
through ImageFX’'s liquid distort.

Bad taste approach
Amiga browsers have implemented support
for TEXT, LINK and VLINK since we started the
HTML tutorial series. Here's a quick rundown
of what they do. TEXT sets the colour of the
text rendered, LINK sets the colour of links
which have not been visited and VLINK for
links which have. As before all colours are
specified in 24-bit RGB with the R, G and B as
a Hex number from 0 to FF {0 to 255 in deci-
mal). For example, pure green would be 00, FF
and 00. For the purpose of our 70's site we've

[ [ AHEB.A - The Cheesy /f87s Fage
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Here's some esaential inks for

acventics retro heads:

Thas has been a cheesy produoction

Webmaster Mo

A The crowning glory of the Wired World HTML twtorial, shovwn here in AWeb as |Browse sadly has difficulty with the table.

set the text to a bright yellow, unvisited links
to pink and visited links to red. We're going for
the low on style approach

It's extremely important to make the back-

with the foreground. Either make sure the
palettes are totally different or use an image
which has been darkened considerably as we
did with ImageFX and its balance control

Mext we're going to need some headers
and pictures. Since CUJ Amiga Magazine

readers have the brilliant Imagine 4.0 3D ren
dering package at their disposal, why not use
it for our web page?

For our banner, 70's Music, we've used the
Bell Bottom postscrpt font from CUCDE with
the tie dye texture applied. This 24-bit image
was cropped with ImageFX, converted to 64
colours (which is a good compromise) and
saved as a transparent GIE The GIF loader/
saver for ImageFX is on the Aminet. The result
is an original and great looking header.




| ImageFX 2.6
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A There's also a wonderful ARexx script for ImageFX to create image maps astomatically.

Light my fire

Imagine 4.0 was also used for the 'NEW’
flash at the top of our page. Using five
frames of a global map with an increasing
number of ‘flames’ courtesy of ImageFX did
the trick. Finally the image was composed
into an AnimGIF via WhirlGIF, not forgetting
the -trans 0 argument to make it transparent.
We also reversed the order so the first frame
is the brightest for browsers without
AnimGIF support.

Our web site is going to kick off with a
100 x 500 picture which will be positioned by
the left border using the attribute ALIGN =
left. Our new Staff Writer Andrew Korn
already proved his worth by finding a 3D lava
lamp object for this image. This piece of retro
paraphernalia was rendered using a screen
grab of the web page as a global map.

<IMG width=100 height=500
= align =left ALT="Lava Lamp” =
src=lava.gif>

<IMG width=500 height=9% ALT=" =
7078 Music” src=banner.gif>
<BR>» <H2>
<IMG width=147 height=32 align= =
laft sroc=animmew.gif>»
<CENTER > ’
Music for people who haven't =
loocked up from their turntable =
in the last 20 years.
< /H23>
< /CENTER>

First we must specify the lava lamp's

dimensions so it can be laid out
before loading. It's aligned to the
left so all further material should
wrap to the right of it. The ALT
attributes are there just in case any-
one wants to drift by without load-
ing the pictures. They don't know
what they're missing. We also need
to change the font to a heading
size 2 as that's most appropriate
here, The AnimGIF NEW pic is then
slapped in followed by some nice
centred text justified ta the right,
hence the align=Ileft attribute.

Mext we include a form and a
table. Experiments with IBrowse
and AWeb 2.1 showed thatit
worked best to justify the table to
the right and the form to the left.
The following vital bits are the
table defihition;

<TABLE WIDTH=*50%" ALIGN=right =
BORDER=5 >

Bordering on c
We've also included a table of data rating the
‘ctheesiness’ scores for key musical acts of
the 1970's from each member of the team.
We've used a border but some nice tiny bul-
let point images and no border could also
have done nicely

To get the table in the right position we've
made the The WIDTH="50%" which makes
the table 50% of the width left and AFTER
makes the table fit between the lava lamp
image and the right border. The 50% of that
space left goes to the form.

The form example here uses InternetFCl's
cgi-bins script for mailing the data to
cheese@cu-amiga.co. uk;

<FORM align=right METHOD="POST" =
ACTION="http://www.thenet.co. =
uk/cgi-bin/ifci-mailform. =

Rectangle |
Circle | ...||II||""“
Polygon Undo | Load | Save

Prefs | Quit

A Last month's covermounted
and applying fantastic textures. Great for Web site headings!

magine 4.0 is superh at rendering Postscript fonts in 30
pl?cheease@cu-amiga.co.uk=Form"”>

Later we included two form elements, one
is 8 SELECT option for the surfer to choose
what they believe their musical taste to be and
the other is to ask if there's any HTML tags
that we haven't covered enough in this series
of tutorials. For this we used the
<TEXTAREA > command and pre-filled in
some text by including text before the
=/TEXTAREA= terminator. Finally we add a
compact single line toreset or post the form
at the'end. The VAL attribute sets the text for
this button.

<B>Click here to <INPUT TYFE= =
RESET VAL="RESET"> or hare to =
<INFUT TYPE=SUBMIT VAL="SUBMIT">
< /FORM>

Mo Web site is complete without links to
relevant material. This is the world wide web
and if you expect people to get to your page,
you should be sending people to related
pages too

Comtinwed overleal b b p
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In our example, we've started an unordered
list (without numbers) with the <UL> tag:

<UL><H3>Here’'s some essential links

for seventies retro heads;</H3>
<LI><IMG SRC=animbullet.gif> =+

<A HREF=http://www.geoccities. =

com/SunsetStrip/8678>8uper T0's =

Rock Sitel</A>

</UL>

Since AWeb insists on using a listview for
the form SELECT, we don't quite know how far
down the table the form has come. After the
UL is started, a heading size 3 is defined and
the title of the list specified. Most likely this
will still be far enough up to wrap between the
lava lamp and the table. The <LI> tag speci-
fies the start of a list item. |'ve seen some
people terminate this with an </LI> but no
browser | tested seemed to care. The Image
on the <LI> is a rotating AnimGIF arrow from
from www.sasg.com's excellent site.

Ideal length

So far the page is about the ideal length.
Twenty-page-long home pages are most
annoying. Splitting a site up into several
pages is a far better idea. Normally you
wouldn’t have your links on the main page
and there’s no cooler way of sending the
surfer elsewhere within your awn pages than
the image map. After getting some nice 70's
related pictures from one of the sites in the
links, these were used to construct the back-
ground, a button-bank also using a texture off
the 1078 Weird Textures CD.

The button bank was framed nicely by
picking up in PPaint and stamping down in
dark blue and light green either side of the
main image. Since the edges were transpar-
ent there are neat looking gaps in the frame
where there are gaps in the image.

We need to define the client side image

N

AlTAViSTA. Search

map code; this can either be done
by hand by moving the pointer
around in a paint package and writ-
ing down the co-ords or a via neat
Arexx script such as supplied with
PPaint 7.0. | used an ImageFX
script again from the Aminet.
Here's the final code:

iﬁlﬂnﬁﬂluiHluqnﬂlﬂlhnphmIHH‘W&IM“*“.HHHH!I
Iransparent.

<trans 0 argument to make it

<CENTER>
<IMG WIDTH=610 HEIGHT=62 SRC= =
buttonbar.gif alt="70s8 Button =
Bank” USEMAP="#70smap”>
<MAP NAME="70smap”>
<AREA SHAPE="RECT” COORDS=-
"23,14,55,45" HREP="NYI.html”>
<AREA SHAPE="RECT® COORDS=-*
*#109,15,141,46" HREF="NYI.html">
<AREA SHAPE="RECT” COORDS=-
"204,15,236,46" HREF="NYI.html”>
<AREA SHAPE="RECT" CQORDS=-
#295,15,326,46" HREF="NYI.html”>
<AREA SHAPE="RECT” COORDS=+
”393,15,423,46” HREF="NYI.html">
<AREA SHAPE="RECT"” COORDS==
“473,15,504,46” HREF="NYI.html”>
<AREA SHAPE="RECT” COORDS=-+
"548,15,578,46" HREF="NYI.html~>
</MAP>
<BR>
<A HREF=NYI.html>Ban the Bomb =
</A> | <A HREF=NYI.html>Peace -
brother</A> | <A =
HREF=NYI.html>Woodstock</A> | <A -
HREF=NYI.html>Free Love</A> | <A =
HREF=NYI.html>Free your Mind</A> =
| <A HREF=NYI.html>Hippy -
Politics</A> | <A=
HREF=NYI.html>Lava Lamps</A>
</CENTER>

Button bank image
We're finished with the lava lamp base now
so the centre tag puts the button bank in the

TbjhviWMQHMEua&rnhmuijuﬂﬂp!
Word count: bell bottom: about 500: seventies:22589

mu—mthmm&m.butmhﬁu

Super Scventies RockSite!

~ Thanks for stopping by! have visited this site since October 7, 1996, This site reviews 150 of
my favorite classic rock alburns from what was {IMHO) the...
@WWW rmﬂﬁaﬁfm&*ga_ sioe 1 - 17Ot A

F'L‘E-Fﬁ&. "l& Rabad Scventics Icon In Blue.
eventies [con want to objectify you. I want to distance you as

fas from ] as is possible. I want to worship you in all..
: oz SAmuck Spork AUl - rive a2 byve: - 30 2n 56

b ilonestar. raxas ney

mad rabid seventies in blue looks interesting.

centre of the screen. The button bank image
uses the special USEMAP attribute telling the
browser that the picture is an image map and
where to get the MAP definition from. Next
the MAP code starts with AREA tags defining
rectangular regions of co-ordinates to match ;
the buttons. The HREFs would normally point
to-other pages, cbviously.

Just so we don't leave out users of lesser
browsers, all of the links are stated again in
text underneath the button bank.

The finished effect looks cool, all we need
now is to finish off the page with the web-
master details as follows:

<ADDRESS>

<BR clear=all>

<HR>

<H3>

This has been a cheesy -
production - Webmaster <A =
HREF="mailto:cheesefcu-amiga.co. =
uk”>Mr Cheese</A> - cheesse@cu-=
amiga.co.uk </H3>

</ADDRESS>

< /BODY>

</HTML>

The <BR clear=all> makes sure this sec-
tion doesn’'t wrap around anything just in
case the surfer has a ridiculously wide dis-
play. Next <HR> gives a horizontal line and
then the credits for the page.

Note the mailto: link on the webmaster.
Previously we'd included the subject after the
address but IBrowse seems to stick it all on
the Email line so it's best left out.

Happy HTMMIL

That’s itl We hope you like it. Remember
what our site lacks in taste it makes up for in
technical content. Also please note that while
it's easy to lift graphics from other people's
sites and this is a valuable resource, it's far
more fun to roll your own. Given the Amiga's
strength in graphics packages, we can easily
make up for Frames and Java by creating
some stonking original graphies and the solid
technigues learnt here,

So where does Wired World go from-here?
It's your choice, drop me an Email to
mat@mats.net and give me your thoughts. Or
write in to me at CU Amiga Magazine, Priory
Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London EC1R
3AU. Also, if you've created some amazing
web site, why not'let us know? We can put.it
on our CB-and add to the links on CU Amiga
Magazine's Web site. Until then, happy web-
bing to one and alll' @

Mat Bettinson

=+ Please note that the symbol =+ means do
not put a return here.



PNG ratified by W3C

W3L, the organisation responsible
for WWW standards, has issued a
‘first recommendation’ of the new
PNG format. This means that
Metscape and Internet Explorer
should soon support PNG.

PMG (Portable Network
Graphics pronounced 'FiNG')
image format is a copyright-free
system which supports from 1 to
48-bit depth images. And when
used with 256 colours or less it is
smaller than GIF, 24-bit and TIFF-
LZW. PNG will also feature much
better interlaced/progressive load-
ing, transparency, builttin platform
specific gamma-correction and
-much more.

Regular readers of the Net God
column will remember how much
we raved about this new format a
few months ago. CU Amiga
Magazine saw PNG as an end to
the fact that we are forced to use
«GIF to support PC browsers. PNG
will put an end to that, so the
Amiga was quick off the mark
with a PNG datatype.

CU Amiga Magazine's site and
many others will welcome sup-
port for PNG and will change over
as soon as possible to make the
most of the faster loading time.

New V43 picture datatypes
Andreas Kleinert, author of the
Superview system has created a
new set of V43 datatypes for the
V43 picture datatype replacement.
The new set are on the Aminet

Surf's u

PNG gets the thumbs up, USR’s X2 goes
solely digital and we get the latest from
ProDad’s web site.

in the util/dtypes drawer
under the filenames
that begin with "ak’.
Considerably optimised,
these datatypes are
faster than the original
ones and sport prefer-
ences settings for
dithering and such
forth. You can even
choose to have a
progress bar which
appears every time a
picture is decoded. So
far there's GIF, JPEG,
SVG and PNG. And you don't have
to use them with the V43
datatype system either so get
them now!

Most Amiga Web browsers
use datatypes to decode the in-
line graphics. So it's important to
at least have good GIF and JPEG
datatypes installed. Normally
datatypes are limited to 256
colours but not so with the so-
called V43 picture datatype
replacement. The V43 replace-
ment is on Phase 5's FTP site at
ftp.phaseb.de/pub/phaseb/cgx/Pict
DT43. Iha, though be warned it
times out after a few months so
you need to keep updating it.

Howaever, the V43 compatible
datatypes provided with the
replacement are quite basic and
slow so Mr Kelinert's new version
are very welcome.

USR 56K upgrades

COMMS

that it will not work for everyone!
but for those with digital
exchanges X2 is a very good alter-.
native to the extortionately priced
ISDN in the UK,

The current crop of V34+
33600 bps modems from USRH
including the Courier and
Sportster can be upgraded when
the standard becomes available
which should be by the time you
are reading this

What's more, a few Internet
providers have lined up to support
the standard including UUnet Pipex
and Cable Online in the UK. With
many providers dragging their feet
to the V34+ 33600 standard alone
(%2 uploads at 33600), X2 is going
to become a selling point socon and

ISPs without will lose out. \We say
roll on X2, yum yum.

ProDAD's site grows

German developers ProDAD have
made some significant additions
to their Web site. In the English
section there are now details of
their new operating system P-OS.
P-OS will be cross-platform com-
patible and is said to be very
Amiga like. In fact, Amiga pro-
grams can be re-comnpiled to run
under P-OS in order to run on
PowerPC based platforms. There
are more details in the News this
issue. Also Drop in to http:/Awnaw.
prodad.de/ eng/ index.html for
mare information, B

USR's new'X2' tech-
nology, announced last
month, which promis-
es to bring 56Kbps
download rates to the
market will rely solely
on a fully digital
exchange to the desti-
nation. This means




his is a surf pun-free zone, so read on
without fear of tedious references to
wetsuits and all that stuff. Well that's
almost true. If you'll forgive me, we
start our surfing session with a bit of
sound advice for anyone who's venturing out
into the briney. What to do if you are
attacked by a venomous sea creature turns a
piece of serious education into a bit of fun as
you play ‘spot the fish that will sting you' and
find out how to avoid dying if such a thing
should happen. Granted, fish around the UK
are more likely to be toxic than venomous, but
it could be valuable reading if you're planning a
tropical holiday.

Talking of cheese (how's that for a link?) |
thought it was time we revealed The Cheese
Page. This will be a haven for cheese lovers
and a highly educational spot for anyone who
wants to swot up on the many varieties of this
popular and practical foodstuff. There are 44
JPEG images for you to download, each
depicting a specific type of cheese with a
particular emphasis on ltalian varieties. The
interesting sounding ‘World of Cheese’ section
is still under construction but there's still more

session, highlighting some of the
World Wide Web’s weird, sometimes
vwonderful, but never boring corners.

fun to be had with a transcript of
the Monty Python Cheese Shop
sketch and links to other sites of a
fermented milk curd persuasion.

You'll probably be in need of
some light entertainment after all
that cheese, so how about The
Worst Knock Knock Jokes Ever,
which actually goes under a slightly
different title but that one is closer
to the truth. Try this one for size.
Knock knock. Who's there? Banana. Banana
who? Banana split. That gem comes from
Beth Corkem aged 7. Alternatively enter the
words ‘bad’, ‘taste’ and 'joke’ into your pre-
ferred search engine for a more spicy selec-
tion of humour sites.

Qur last silly site this month is the
Breakfast Cereal Hall of Fame, which plots
the history of the North American breakfast
cereal. You never know when it might come
in handy.

Following up last month's Sound Lab special
review of Philips Digital Compact Cassette, you
can find out more from the Philips DCC web
site, which we forgot to tell you about last
month. Shame on us. There's loads of informa-
tion on the site, including all the technical bits
that we didn't have room for in the magazine.

If you think your kids need a bit of educa-
tion but they want something more fun, how
about some 'edutainment’? Yes, that cringe-
worthy buzzword from the States is quite apt
in this case, as Kids Did This in Science! is a
big list of links to all kinds of science related
web sites, recommended by kids. Point your
kids here and they can surf around for hours
(phone bill permitting) having fun and learning
at the same time, Wow!

We'll finish off with a quick look at the
Phase 5 site, which is particularly
topical in light of their recent A\Box
announcement. At present there

_mﬂhlﬂnlﬂ.ﬂlnﬁl .
=TT and 12 mend shour § fest tell with The
pleca. 'ﬁ“hﬁ Boagramunis was o
WOTR PRSIV it -

ﬁlmiﬂiwifm

hﬂ.hhﬁmmwm T

-‘Tpﬂh:;ﬂnl L

- [E R B i L] L]

oy o vy bugs svnech

he ELr ot T
Jngs e be thet Saymsam coald preh I-rrqz
wp on g homd lmge, el bl g prviecian was

Those sites in full

What to do if you are attacked by a venomous
sea creature

http:/ fwww.cyberkids.com/issusd/
SeaCreatures/Underwater.html

The Chease Page

http:/ /www. sennet . com/cheese/

Worst Knock Knock Jokes Ever

http:/ /www.bayne.com/wolfbayne /kaitlyn/
Breakfast Cersal Hall of Fame

http:/ /www.cersal .com

Phasae 5

http://www.phase5.de/

Kids Did This in Science!
http://sln.fi.edu/tfi/hotlists/kid-sci.html

details on A\Box but if you bookmark the site
and hook up at a later stage you'll doubtless
find plenty of A\Box information. B

Tony Horgan

They're on the CD

You’'ll find all these sites on this

month's cover CD. You can view them
and hundreds more straight from the

CD without a modem. Cool or what!
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FORE-MA
Depl. CU, PO Box 835, Woolten Bassett, Wilts 554 BRX
01793 B5 380

PD / Shareware / CD-ROM
FREE CATALOGUE DISK

(FREE P&P and FREE updates)

PD / Shareware from only bop ! disk
CD-ROM

£X.99
£14.99
(V28]

Blank disks : DSDD 3.4;1,
Please wdd 50p P&PF

SECOND HAND AMIGA CENTHRE
TEL
01983 290003
Al1200°s FROM £199
MONITORS FROM £99
BLANK USED DISKS £17 / 100
FREE UK MAINLAND DELIVERY
ALSO, HARD DRIVES, RAM EXPANSIONS,
MSK DRIVES ETC. NEW & SECOND HAND.
ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES
SEND SAE FOR LATEST LIST TO«
SHAC, 69 KINGS ROAD,
EAST COWES,
ISLE OF WIGHT, PO32 6SE
Mail Owder Omly

DELTRAX PD(cu)

36 BODELWYDDAN A
OLD COLWYN, COLWYN BAY,
CONWY LL29 9NP

TEL/FAX 01492 515981

AMIGA & IBM PC

CATALOGUE
AVAILABLE NOW!

PUBLIC DOMAIN/SHAREWARE

ONLY 95p PER DISK

PLUS 40p P&P PER ORDER -
STATE WHICH FREE PRINTED
CATALOGUE YOU REQUIRE

ICRONINE
SOFTWARE

[[ADULT CD-ROMS

ape] Sireet, RhydyTelln, Pontyp
".ﬂld Hamo ugan GF37 5RO

Wet Paint Video
Production & Retail

214 Moor Lane Upminster, Essex R4 1HQ
Premiurm Brand Audio, Video & Computer Products
at low prices Al with a Money Back GUARANTEE

10 x TDK D90 Audio Tapes  £10.06 + 2 FREE

10 x Fuji K290 Chrome Tapes E12.50
10 x Fuji SD180 VHS Tapes £21.19
10 = Fuji D240 VHS Tapes £26.10
5 x TDK PS80HS Bmm Tapes £15.65
5 x TDK PSS0HMP Hi-8 Tapes £20.61
100 x Fuji MFZDD 3.5" Disks £34.51
100 x Fuji MF2ZHD 3.5 Disks £35.80

For your FREE price guide call:
Derek: 01708 225560
All prices include VAT and P&P
P.O. or Cheques only payable to
Weat Paint Video Production

"KEW =1

SOFTWARE

“lﬂ.m“ﬂlﬂil
IT'S EABY!

500K makes 1 boofable disk!

800k makes 1 nan hie disk!
CATALOGUE WITH FULL DESCRIPTIONS & INDEX ONLY £1
Phane for the LATEST PROGRAMS!
PO BOX 672
South Uroyvdon
Surrey UR2 9%5
Tel: 0181 657 1617

Mixed Fontz @ Klondike Cordsets
Assassins Gomes Packs

Plus anather 150 Packs or choose
your own theme for £3.40

PD POWER

WE STOCK OVER 10,000 DISKS

5 op per disk

NO MiNiMUM ORDER

1 FREE WITH EVERY 10
For FREE CATALOGUE DISK +
FREE GAME + FREE COPIER

AND MORE
Please SAE to:
PD POWER (DEPT CU)
15 LOVETOT AVENUE
ASTON SHEFFIELD S31 OBQ

0374 150972

CLASSIC AMIGA

Phone for a
FREE catalogue
disk
0161 723 1638

SHOP OPEN

12-9pm DAILY

FULL RANGE OF CD ROMS & CD32
€D ROM DRIVES / HARD DRIVES
MEMORY EXPANSIONS

ing o crisp F
guality amplit ed stereo sound,
DY
£é
wokers  E31 :
£9 m :
g4 EID

i Dept CU, Hagars Electronics,
127 High Street, Sheerness, Kent MET2 IUD

{MPRI 0 ID'ISTRIBL.UTI N

(| il D




FREEBOOTER
PRODUCTIONS

PD LIBRARY

® Swapping ® ® Wanted Column @
® Coniribution: @
® Software from only 25p @

For More Information &
@ Free catalogue disk contact:

&6 SYLVAN WAY SEA MILLS
BRISTOL B59 2LE

Bacomie Part of the Freebooter Experiente

Berkshire P.D.

ALL DISKS

90P...

O 3 FREE disks per £10 paid All PDY seen in thig mag (incl. PD Soft &

o FREE disk baxes choase upto 100 capacity g v bp i bt

o Oniy best tities & lates! versions
1 Guaranteed - No quibble replacemsals

o FREE spare labals * FREE caldisks
v FREE 15f class PP next day despateh

RING FOR FREE CATALOGUE
0589 722502
OR WRITE TO:

B.P.D. PO BOX 179,
READING, BERKS RG30 3DD

ONL BRip
ki TO ADVERTISE
TEL: (01704) 834335 or 834583

L~ ER BBS: INQU AMIGA AR St SEEAMG
(B =0 bl CALL . ..
GENENE DICK *

79P. ON

"Online Pd, Dept CU2, 0‘7‘ 972 6700

1 The Cloisters, Halsall Lane,
Formby, Liverpool L37 3PX

NO MERCY SOFTWARE S
‘We are still here B UI LD M U SC L E

If your want the best catalogue with 14,000 + fitles listed -
phone us before 5pm & get it tomorrow

NEW! Fastest way to build

01845 501326 or 526412

We have a huge range of games, a massive collection of adult
disks and a splendid array of utilities plus all the usual stuff

ALL DISKS JUST 45p EACH

, muscles and strength without

1 weights — EVER! Just 35 minutes
| daily in the privacy of your home

' will develop an amazing physiquel

" MUSCLE DYNAMICS is a new

body building system based on
principles developed after years of
W c=xhaustive research. It is a total exercise
programme involving the very latest

scientific breakthroughs in the field of

& muscular development. It is the fastest,
. most effective way to build muscles in
" existence.

HORNESOFT PD

DEFT (CU1) 23 Stanwell Close, Wincobank, Sheffield, S9 1P7
Tel: (0114) 2967825 Fax : (0114) 2492950 Fms

Noticeable results in 28 days guaranteed.
Send for FREE Information Pack. .
MUSCLE DYNAMICS, P.O. BOX 40, GATESHEAD, NES 1PD|
Tel: 0191-487 4087

AINT v2

A\GAHOTBE
MNew exclusive CD

I, o e e e T L S R

IRRPEOVONINN - - i i e S A e A s Ty TP

brsaainnnveass POBICOO .. ..ovuvisiicninnsrnenniil
(A stamp for reply appreciated)




FREE FREE

GAMES CHEATS 1.4 EMULATOR

T3 El'EHEr. AFROIDS
IlE-THE AETRO KID

< 555 HLK

227

= 1368 ALIEMS FF
| '],3[! STRIKE

QM1 FATAL BLOWS
21538 MARTIAL

J 1428 CYBERGAMES J0EK

Jl 1548 Fi HTM?!II

1842 A1 200 EX

0 1886 HILL CLUMB

2 1705 A12 AER RACERS
2574 F1 EDITOR 364

1 528 I'IELI'..GPTEh

21333 BATTLE CARS W2
21273 A12 TRAIN DRIVER
SPORT GAMES
nd CRAZY GOLF
GOLF 18TH 2 DIS
2 CRICKET AMO:
TEN PN BOWLING
CRE-AMGLER
HOCKEY
'IH FISHING

AN GAMES
UM LI PAC MAN

9 BUG MINES
UNDER MINES
GOLD MINES
EMERALD HEAD

IIL_I MANAGER
PREMIER P

01783 AR TR

UNDERGROUND FE'. 54 CARMANIA CLOSE

Mamae:
Address.;

PUNTER
PERM CHECKER
OTTO LUNATIC

o 1458 A-GENE V5

< 1685 2 DISK JADE
21725 DREAM WITH ME
2 1783 FATAL MORGANA
AMIGA MEGADEMOS
TEKMD RAVE
TAZ QUEEN

0 NYGENE
21084 ASCHMNOT 1.3
d 1785 TECHWO TRACKS
200 SLADE SHOWS
CHEK MANGA
oA
1] 1|c:-.|.Eu..||r4rT|

2 31 RED DWARF
4TS BAIT MAE 3
0 453 WA PO

o T MEWTE

&

0 132 THE

0 818 WUSIC DATABASE
NGINEER

J 1258 HIPPO PLAYER

1681 PROTAACKER 35

3T 00 LTC 5

J 1702 OCTARIDITUTOR

'k

FREE FREE

LIBRARY DISK  POST & PACK
OM ALL ORDERS

AMIGA EMULATION
GPECTALIM
J 888 PC EM 2 DISK
CTION REPLAY

2 1440 T CHECKER V6.4
AMIGA UTILITIES
IZII"'ﬂIL TICX

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISERS

ARROWPD ...............01304 831416
BERKSHIREPD ...........0118 958 2889
CAPRICD . .+ 01628 891022
CLASSIC AMIG! e

AT
PDPOWEFI e s e
PD UNDERGROUND .....
SELECT SOFTWARE ....
S. HAND AMIGA CENTRE
SILICON VILLAGE ......
WET PAINT VIDEO PROD..

01702 295887
.01582 36157
.01983 290003
01727 768417
1708 225560




Amiga Mice

MegaMouse Plus (3 Button).............c..........£12,95
Optical Mouse.........£29.95

Crystal Trackball.....£34.95
Pen Mouse ..............£12.95
(ideal for CAD)

Auto Mouse /

Joystick Switch.......£12.95

A500 512K Ram Board w/o clock.............£15.00
A500 +Mb Ram Board w/o clock .............£20.00
A600 IMb Ram Board w/ o clock...............£20.00
A600 IMb Ram Board with clock...............££30.00
A1200 IMb Ram Board with clock............£35.00
(limited stock)

A1200 4Mb Ram Board with clock.............£65.00
A1200 8Mb Ram Board with clock............£90.00

Controllers

AlfaPower Hard Drive controller A500 ....£15.00
AT-Bus Hard Drive controller A2000..............E69
Oktagon 2008 SCSI controller ........c...cooveiienn £99
e LT 1 e N e I N
PCMCIA Controller for CD Rom for A1200..£69

Spider

NEW MULTI I/O CARD

FOR AMIGA 1500/2000/4000

Active 8 port high speed serial card.
Multiboard Support 57600 Baud rate on all
channels simultaneously ...

New AlfaQuatro

£299

Specially made hardware and software. Allows
4 ATAPI devices, ie, 2 IDE hard disk & 2 IDE
CD Rom to Amiga 4000 internal [DE

controller, through Alfapower on Amiga
500/500+ and possibly Amiga 1200 comes,

with full IDE Fix software............cccoocvermreuccennns £59
Joysticks
TR S £9.95

TR R S S

Multi Media Speakers
B tpmpe) .. e
Multi Media Speakers
T I SN TR .l
Multi Media Speakers
240 walt (pmpo).......ccsmsrmssmnsnssssnnn £49.95
Multi Media Speakers
B WRE DIPO)" .ceerssmimamsrarsssisssenin 39,95

3D surround sound

Floppy Drives

External Floppy Drive
for all Amigas.......... £39.95
Internal Floppy Drive

AS00/500+......onnnns £9.95
Internal Floppy Drive A600/1200+............ £35.00
A-Grade Double Density box of 50 disks ..£13.00

meluding colowrful labels

IDE Hard Drives

HARD DRIVE + AT-BUS CONTROLLER FOR
AMIGA 500 (+)/ A1500/ A2000/ A3000, A4000
AT-Bus hard drive controller ............ e
Alfapower hard drive controller................ £99.00
Alfapower-540 540Mb
Hard drive .
Alfapower-850 850Mb
hard drive.............. £219.00
Alfapower-1.0G 1.0Gig
hard drive.............. £239.00
Alfapower-1.2G 1.2Gig
Hard e i

Memory for Alfapower-Plus (new)

marked Alfapower-Plus

pA e LT e i £30.00
4D SIMINIE e s £30.00
BMb eI £60.00
Tl SIS i i e £90,
Memory for Alfapower-Plus (old)

Every2Mb Zip-Rams..........ccoococnmmnissinersissans £89.95

IDE 2.5" Hard Drives

FOR AMIGA 600/1200

IDE-170 170Mb hard drive.......ccccoeererernrererenne £79
IDE-420 420Mb hard drive......cowmmmmms £120
IDE-540 540Mb hard drive........cooconnimimesnnsns £150
FOR AMIGA 1200/ 4000

IDE-640 640Mb hard drive........ccooeevvreerererernns £99
IDE-850 850Mb hard drive......cccoocerrirennnes £125
IDE-1.2G 1.2Gig hard drive............ccconnisnannns £165
IDE-1.7G 1.7Gig hard drive............ccconnsvannnnne £179
IDE-2.5G 2.5Gig hard drive..........c..ccecovsvenmnnne £239

Miscellaneous Products

DD floppy disks (50)

including mulicoloured disk labels.......cooiinieninns £13.00
DD DD floppy disks (100)

including mulicoloured disk labels........c.ccoennene. £25.00
3.5" Hard Drive Kit for A600/ 1200

- PRI BOOTE ..ol o e mess s s £15.00
Colourful Mouse Mat...........c.ooccorrermrnrnnsensss £5.00
Animal Jungle design and Dinosaur design ..£5.00
Optical Mouse Mat ... £5.00
2in 1 Scanner/ Mouse Pad........ccoonmererernenens £9.95
Contoured Wrist Pad.........ccoersvernerneccnas £5.50
R T R R £3.50
P T S o L R £30.00
ENID SEVIMD ..ot tasttimancisnssniinaresiassmradnd AN
CD CLEANERS - 1/2 PRICE

LXK Ceamete . il e Ll £3.00
Automatic CD Rom Cleaner (battery powered).£10.00
Laser Lens Cleaner .o semmseismssssrsrssens £4.50

Complete CD Rom for all Amigas

Quad Speed CD Rom for A500..........coeeennee £129
(needs Alfapower V6.8 or higher)

Quad Speed CD Rom for A600/A1200........ £149
(Tne CD32 emulation) oy

Quad Speed CD Rom 3
for A1500/ A2000 s
AN i Bl0D 2

External IDE CD Rom Upgrade Kit
comprises of:

Metal case, screws, Power Connector (draws power
from disk drive port) Power Connector (for optional
external Power supply), IDE ribbon cable, Stereo
Audio Cables (will require an interface).

Kit price £39

Special Offer
for this Month

STAR BUY
8 Speed CD ROM.....coucnsmmmmssssssssssnnenn 189,00

lﬁh']h li\'lriper {Ian 1":‘“{] I?-‘P'lr‘r'-lr'lrir1r1l‘1rlr£1.qq-'][.

4Mb Apollo 1220 25 MHz with FPU...£99.00

Accelerator Boards

A1220 APOLLO

Accelerator BOard L. isimasmissressimsssses £99.95
A1220 APOLLO

Accelerator Board + 4Mb.......... LA ey £129.00
Al1220 VIPER

Accelerator Board 33MHz ..........ccocveieneeee £119.95
A1220 VIPER

Accelerator Board + 4Mb 33MHz ...........£169.95
A1220 VIPER

Accelerator Board + 8Mb 33MHz ....... e 180,00

All

ices include VAT. Please add £3.50 P&P for items under £30.00, £5.00 for items over £30.00,

£8.00 P&P for Scanners, Speakers & Hard Drives, £10.00 courier for next day. Tax Free Export Orders Welcome.
Golden Image accepts Access, Visa, Cheques & Postal Orders. E&OE. Prices subject to change without notice. Goods subject to availability. Specifications subject to change without notice,

= GoldenIma

——

ge (UK) Ltd mm.

Unit 65, Hallmark Trading Estate, Fourth Way, Wembley, Middx HA9 OLB

Sales Hotline No: 0181 900 9291 rax: 0181 900 9281

http://www.reserve.co.uk/gold Talking Pages: 0800 600900




WANT TO CREATE YOUR VERY OWN AMIGA GAMIES,
DENIOS AND SDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE, 27 USliG
NOTHING MORE THAN YOUR COMPUTERS MOUSE ?

Have you ever dreamed of creating your very own Public Domain or
Commercial software products without having to program?

Well now it is no longer a dream - it’'s REALITY!

REALITY - THE ULTIMATE SOFTWARE CONSTRUCTION KIT is
a REVOLUTIONARY new product from B.P.M.
Promotions, a company involved in the AMIGA soft-
ware market for over five years. This product is a

Over four man years of work has gone into
the development of this Software!

The result is:

A STATE OF THE ART SOFTWARE CREATION SYSTEM!

BREAKTHROUGH in software design and allows any- It's versatile - it's easy to use - it's incredibly

one with an AMIGA computer, regardless of their age
or intelligence, to create both Public Domain and
Commercial software products in virtually no time at
all using nothing more than their computer's mouse! it
can be used to create games, demos, educational
software etc, much much faster and easier than ever
before throughout the history of computers! REALITY
is like nothing you've ever seen before on the AMIGA.
Now for the first time you can access the awesome
power of your computer with bewildering ease and
use it to create TOP CLASS AMIGA software in few
days by doing nothing more than clicking the buttons
on your mouse or moving the mouse cursor around
the screen - that's it! It's so easy you will not believe
it! No programming is required whatsoever!

Here is a small example of what you can
achieve in minutes with Reality by using
nothing more that your Amiga’s mouse:

® Create HUGE fully detailed scenery back
grounds for your games using the background
creation editors!

® Make your games main character shoot all sorts

of different weapons each with different power

values!

Define monster attack patterns and choose from

the HUGE amount of already made variations!

@ Create intelligent enemies that home in on your
main characterl

® Add text messages to the software with
hundreds of different styles of text fonts to
choose from!

® Create SUPER intelligent GIANT mid level and

end of level monsters just like the very best

commercial games!

Produce scenery that your main character

reacts to : Ladders, Ropes, Platforms, Traps,

Switches etc etc!

@ Define complex puzzles to make your games
much more interesting!

@ Make other games characters that your main
character can interact and communicate with!

and objects that your main character can collect

and use!

Create characters that have to fight each other

in a beat ‘'em’ up - STREETFIGHTER Il style!

® Produce ALL sorts of demo effects from groovy
text scrollers to on screen 3D rotation just like
the very best PD demos!

® Create Educational software from a“simple
slideshow to a full blown disk magazine!

@ Add graphics, music and sound effects to your
software with ease!

THE LIST IS ENORMOUS!!!! - Test your software
in seconds to see if everything is working the way
that YOU want it to! There's no need for any slow
compiling or testing like certain other packages!

REALITY can be used to create many types of differ-
ent software products! It's ideal for TOP notch games!
Create HIGH speed shoot ‘em’ ups, Addictive scrolling
platform games, Beat 'em ups, Point and Click
Graphic Adventures, HUGE Arcade games, Puzzle
games, Racing games, Card games and much much
more! Even create your own mind-blowing special
effects demos or user friendly Educational software!
Just look at the screenshots in this advertisement and
see just what this system is really capable of!

fast -It's the biggest ever breakthrough in
Amiga software creation and has already been
used to create twenty commercial games and a
multitude of PD software!!

If you can use an AMIGA you can use REALITY!
All the hard work has been done for you! With
once complicated programming routines reduced
to simple mouse actions that anyone can under-
stand! That's the hidden power of REALITY!
Absolutely no knowledge of programming is
required whatsoever Reality is unique! It is a com-
pletely new way of creating software!

MORE THAN TEN 90% SCORES HAVE BEEN
AWARDED TO REALITY SO FAR FROM MANY
DIFFERENT AREAS OF THE AMIGA COMMUNITY!

What you get!

The very latest version of the REALITY software
construction kit which incorporates a whole batch
of useful and essential utilities. These include: an
Animation and Sound Studio, a Graphics toolkit, a
Background creation system, Picture and

Introduction creators, a FULL blown paint package,

Text editing and disk utilities plus much much
more! You'll also receive a fully detailed user
friendly instruction guide and a handy hints and
tips guide! Two further guides that will show you
how to make two full blown games from scratch!
Two full blown commercial games that have been
created using REALITY for you to adapt and learn
from! Issue one of the REALITY USER CLUB disk
magazine! Two packed disks full of sound effects,
music tracks and a MASSIVE amount of graphic
images that can be used in your own software!
These include characters, enemies, weapons,

bonuses, scenery, fonts and MUCH MUCH MORE!!

You get everything you need for creating your own
full blown top quality software with ease!

You'll also ?ut FREE membership
to the Reality User Club!

This will provide you with a phone helpline, a pen-
pal list allowing you to contact and work with the

Select and define all sorts of weapons, bonuses . already -MASSIVE REALITY userbase from around

the globe! You will also have access to a HUGE
range of software that has been created using the
REALITY system and 1000's of graphic images,
sound effects and music tracks which you can use
with your own software! We are willing to publish
any software that you create using REALITY or if
you wish you can have other companies publish
your work! The REALITY user club can supply you
with ALL the graphics, music, sound effects and
ideas that you need to create superb software with
this system. ALL the hard work has been done for
you!

So what do you have to pay for this totally
amazing system?

Only £29.99! This product is worth many times this
price and only due to forecasted large sales, low
cost advertising and direct sales to the customer
are we able to offer it at this unbeatable price! By
creating only one piece of software you should get
your money back many many times over! How
much software do you wish to create? What more
can we say other than you would be crazy not to
take up this very special offer! Creating software is
much more interesting than using it, and REALITY
is the perfect tool! Please note that the REALITY
package is compatible with ALL AMIGA computers
and is hard disk installable!

Screenshots of games created with REALITY
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HOW TO ORDER

Please send a cheque , Postal Order,
Intemational money order to;

B.P.M. PROMOTIONS, DEPT CU2, 8 MAGNOLIA
PARK, DUNMURRY, BELFAST BT17 0DS

PHONE 01232 626694 - PRICE £29.99

UK postage £1, Overseas please add £2,

All payments must be in English Sterling! 24 Hour
despatch,

EXTRA SPECIAL OFFER - Order NOW and receive a
FREE never been released before guide on HOW TO
DESIGN A WINNING COMPUTER GAME' written by
one of the TOP games designers in the business!
Essential reading for any budding games makers!
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'l What's the price of oil,
gold or pork bellies got to
do with Commodities on
the Amiga? Nothing - they

are your Workbench’s unsung
heroes. And they're free as well.

idden away on your

Workbench (or maybe still

on the Extras disk) are a

collection of really useful

little programs called
Commodities. Designed to
improve upon Workbench, they
were Commodore's attempt to
clean up the act of the multitude of
Workbench ‘hacks’ around and
package them all into one consis-
tent form.

There are hundreds available
from Public Domain libraries and
from the Aminet Internet site and
it's worth your time to have a look
through them.

As standard

The following is a list of
Commodities that you'd expect to
see in any set-up,

AutoPoint

This Commadity will cause the
Amiga to make active anything
under the pointer. For example,
8s you move the pointer around
the screen any Window which it
passes over will become active.
Some people find this useful,
others irritating. It can be helpful
if you are swopping between
different screens a lot and want
to get typing straightaway
instead of having to click with
the mouse.

Blanker

If you don't touch the mouse

or press a key, this Commodity
will suddenly clear the screen

and move some coloured squig-
gles around. It's supposed to pre-
vent the monitor from ‘burning in’
or becoming damaged if the

same static screen is displayed
for a period of time, but practically

all monitors are capable of
surviving without it.

ClickToFront

This is quite similar to AutoPoint
but borrows a concept from the
Apple or PC. On these platforms,
you don't need to click on the
window’s depth gadget to bring it
to the top: you only need to
select the Window and up it
pops. This gives the Amiga the
same facility. Try it: you might
like it.

CrossDos

Don't confuse this with the
CrossDos device:. This is a
Commadity which changes the
way in which the standard
CrossDos device PCO: works. As
you may know, by using PCO: the
Amiga can read or write to PC
(MSDOS) format floppy disks.
When this Commaodity is running,
it tries to ‘filter’ any files which
are being copiéd. This can be
very useful when loading or sav-
ing text files which are some-
times filled with extra carriage
returns when copied from one
machine to another.

Exchange

This Cormmodity is a special one:
it manages all the other
Commodities which are running.
Run it and a window appears
which contains details of the
Commodities and provides a short
cut for bringing up or hiding the
associated user interface.

FKey

Ever wondered what the point is
of all those Function keys on
your keyboard? Wonder no more:
now you can assign the functions

|
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to various Amiga operations.
Using FKey you can cycle
through Windows, run a program
or execute an ARexx script. This
makes it easy to customise your
Amiga so you can launch all your
favourite applications by pressing
a function key.

MouseBlanker
MouseBlanker will hide the
mouse pointer when you start
typing until you move the mouse.
This can be very useful when
using a Word Processor for
example, when you don't want
an arrow obscuring the first few
letters you type.

NoCapslLock

Um ... there must be a use for
this program, there must be.
NoCapslLock simply stops the
Caps Lock key from operating.
Perhaps if you suffer fromfinger-
stubbiness and keep hitting the
Caps Lock key by mistake you
might find it useful. Maybe you
want to avoid confusing a child
using the Amiga. There you are:
two uses already. You can proba-
bly think of millions maore. You
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can still get upper case using the
Shift Key in the usual way.

So simple

Using a Commadity is pretty easy.
The standard convention is to click
on them once to start them run-
ning and a second time to stop
them. Most of them will run invisi-
bly in the background, you might-
n't even know they are working.

If you are more a Shell person
than a WIMP fan, it's also possi-
ble to run Commodities directly
from the Shell. For example, if
everything is set up properly, you
should be able to enter: AUTO-
POINT at the Shell and the
Commodity will run. Like almost
all pragrams run in this way, it
won't automatically return control
to the Shell until you quit it. If the
utility is running in the back-
ground there won't be a window
Quit gadget to click: you'll have to
press Control and C or Control
and E to stop it. It's therefore bet-
ter to run it, like this: RUN AUTO-
POINT. This will let Autopoint run
in the background, allowing the
Shell to be used or even closed.
Even though the Shell which
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A Your Amiga comes with a set of Commodities all ready for use.

launched it is no more,
the program will still
run happily. You need
to specifically stop a
Commodity or switch
off the computer to kill
it. Some Commeodities
also have a special
'hot key' combination
so when you press the right keys
the Commodity’s user interface
will appear.

For example, the Screen
Blanker commodity will wait for
Control and B: press the keys
together and up pops the special
window from where the various
settings can be adjusted. It's usu-
ally possible to redefine the Hot
Keys in case they clash.

Making a Commodity start
automatically is easy too: all you
need to do is drag the
Commodity’s icon from where it
is stored into the WBStartup
drawer. All programs in this draw-
er will be launched every time the
Amiga loads its Workbench.

If you want to include the
Commodities in your Startup
Sequence or UserSerquence
rather than in the WBStartup
drawer, you'll need to make sure
you include a line like this:

RUN >NIL: AUTOPOINT

The right tools

All Commodities should support
Tool Types - the information relat-
ed to a program which is stored

in the Icon file. There are at least
three as follows:

CX_PRIORITY

A commodity with a high priority
will be given preference to a com-
modity with a lower priority when
it comes to input events such as
keypresses.

CX_POPUP

If this is set to 'yes' then the pro-
gram will start up and display its
userinterface (if it has one). If it's
set to 'no’ it won't appear. If you
are starting programs in the
WBStartup drawer, you will proba-
bly want this set to "ng".

CX_POPKEY

This is the key combination which
will bring the user-interface (if any)
to the front. The key combination
can use non-alphanumeric keys,
such as ‘Ishift’ for the left shift
key, ‘control’ for the control key
and ralt’ for the right alt key.

" Commodities take up very little
in the way or memaory or proces-
sor power, so don't be afraid to
keep them running all the time.
Several other utilities which you
might not first think of as

&5'::
There are hundreds of Commodities written by Amiga Orog
available from PD libraries from the Internet. Here are som
ones which | have found most useful over the years.

CycleToMenu
This is a useful little program which changes the way in v h
gadgets work. Instead of cycling through the entire list, a small
dow pops up making it simple to select the option you want. f-';a ;
If you use Magic Workbench icons, with a Workbench set to m 1A
colours you may find the colours are all wonky. This utillty keeps set-
ting the colours back to normal, so your icons remain in mamﬂbnt
shades of grey.

NewMode

This is very useful if you have a graphics card this. NewMode will
intercept an application's request to open a screen display and, if
necessary, force it to open up on your graphics card instead.
Dclock

Once of the neatest little digital clock programs I've found.
MiddleButton

If your replacement mouse has three buttons, this I.I‘tl|lt'f lets the third
button operate as a shift key. This is handy for selecting multiple
icons without having to use the keyboard.

PowerSnap

One of the old faithfuls: this program allows text displayed anywhere
on screen to be copied to the clipboard. You can then paste it into
another application. It makes it possible to snap text from an applica-
tion and copy it to a Shell for example. It's surprising how useful this
program is.

OpaqueMove

Another program for graphics card users. With OpaqueMove running,
you can drag entire windows around the Workbench, rather than
mere outlines. Useless, but if like me you might want reassurance
that you haven't spent all that money on a graphics card for nothing.

Commodities can suddenly appear
in the Exchange window. An
example would be a virus detec-
tion program. Don't worry — these
programs are just making use of
the Commaodity system. However,
you won't find any large applica-
tions acting as Commodities.

The reason for this is linked to
the way Commodities work. Any
utility which wants to be a
Commodity makes use of
the commodities library
file. This enables the pro-
gram to make use of the
Commaodities Input
Handler - part of the oper-
ating system which exists
just before Intuition’s own
Input Handler, The

Commaodities Input Handler looks
after any special Hot Key combina-
tions, and makes sure there are no
clashes for key presses.

And that's if for Commodities,
next month it's mergers, share
flotations and the like. Mo serious-
ly, we're back next issue with
some more useful nuggets of
infarmation on your Workbench. B
John Kennedy




» Mmeanings
mysteries:
CD32 gueries,
ParNET and |

various other
CD ROM-related
problems.

All about
upgrading RAM,
operating
systems

and processors.

Plug-in hardware
of any kind:
scanners, disk
drives etc.

Answers to
queries on
particular pieces
of software.

Music, sampling,
MIDI and any-
thing that makes
a loud noise.

Miscellaneous
tools to keep
your Amiga run-
ning smoothly.

Form-feeds,
page-breaks,
preferences and
lots, lots more!

Monitors, TVs,
modulators,
screen-modes
and all that stuff.

Pixels, sprites,
animation,
pictures. In
one small
word: graphics.

Spreadsheets,
databases,
organisers,
accounts ...

Everything

you need

¥ answering about
the Internet

Mot everything
fits into a
pigeonhole, but
anything you like

fits in here.

Q&A welcomes new recruit Andrew
Korn to the ‘brain not brawn’
problem-busting team. So send in all
your Amiga-related problems to Q&A,
CU Amiga Magazine, 30-32 Farringdon
Lane, London EC1R 3AU.

GVP SIiMMis

My system
consists of an
A1200 and GVP
1230 |l series
accelerator (EC30,
no FPU) with 4Mb
RAM fitted. | recently tried tele-
phoning around some companies
to find extra RAM for the accelera-
tor, only to find that a) it isn't easy
to come by, and b) it is extremely
expensive. | was quoted £159 for
4Mb from the only place | found
that had any.

Is there any other way of
adding 72 pin industry standard
SIMMs to my system without hav-
ing to discard the accelerator ?

In the May 1994 issue, there
was a feature on an A1291 SCSI
card to add on to the A1230. Is
this still available? If so, is it still &
useful and reasonable way to get
SCSI access? Also what other
options are available, considering
my set-up?

J McDonald, Cornwall.

For some reason which no doubt
seemed sensible at the time, GVP
chose to use a non standard SIMM
SJormat which has lately become the
bane of many an Amiga user. Since
GVP went under, these have become
pretty scarce, and have gone up in
price whilst industry standard
SIMMs have plummeted. For exam-
ple a standard 4Mb SIMM costs
around £25,

No there isn’t way around this.
Your best bet if vou are serious about
upgrading would be to sell your cur-
rent board and buy a new one. There
are plenty of Amiga users out there
who would be satisfied with 6Mb
RAM, see if you can find one of them
to take it off your hands. Add the
kind of money you've been guoted

0i, | am so brawny.
Once I've crushed
your Amiga problems
to a pulp, I'd like to
see world peace.

Jor the SIMM and you could almost
afford an 8Mb ‘040 card,

The GVP AI29]1 was a great
SCSI solution at the time. However
other options would be the Squirrel
and the Dataflyer as they will still
work if you change accelerator.

Wurderth CD

| am experiencing
problems with
Wordworth 3.15E,
on CUCDS from
the December
issue. Am | alone
in this or should | send off reams
of enquiries to Digita? My set-up
consists of Amiga 4000/EC30
with 6Mb RAM with a Citizen
Swift 90c printer.

When | try to install
WordWorth to hard disk it follows
the installation satisfactorily until
it tries to install the printer then
the following requester appears:
Copying File
Epson X
To Drawer
WW3.1 Install-
l:Devs/Printers
Volume Install-1 is full:
This looks like it is trying to install
the printer back on the first floppy
install disk!

Accepting that | probably have
the installation complete apart
from the printer driver, when | try
to open the Wordwaorth 3 program
on my hard disk (having rebooted
the system), | get "Could not
open Shannon Book 14pt font”
followed by "unable to initialise
document”. Please help?

Brian Titchener, Winchester.

It sounds like you have booted up
Sfrom Install disk 1 rather than your
hard drive. When the installer pro-
gram is run, it copies files to various

Yes and after I've left all
those puzzlers in heap, I'd
like to travel the world,
work with small children
and help the needy.
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directories on your system disk. The
system disk is not necessarily your
hard drive - it is whatever disk you
booted up from. If you boot up from
the floppies, the installer has no idea
that your hard drive is your normal
system disk and assumes that install
disk 1 is in fact vour hard drive.
Whenever you are installing some-
thing to your hard drive, make sure
you boot up from it unless you are
told otherwise.

There is a readme file on install
disk 1. In this file there is an explana-
tion af what to do if you are presented
with the “could not open Shannon
book...” message. If re-installing WW
doesn’t remove this problem, look
there first.

Too many fonts
| have installed
WWSES. 1 onto my
hard disk and have
managed with the
aid of Directory
Opus to transfer
fonts from the extrafont Drawer on
the CD. When | delete them they
still appear on the font list but
when called respond with a state-
ment that they cannot be opened!
How do | delete from this font list?
Also how do t get WW3.15E to
read my font list like the other pro-
grammes on my hard drive?

| got my Amiga primarily for
video production but cannot find
much good software apart from
Scala to assist in producing graph-
ics/animation/titling. Can you help?

L.J. Mullard, Cheshire.

Wordworth uses outline rather than
bitmap fonts because bitmap fonts
are of no use for large type printouts.
There are hundreds of PD outline
JSfonts, so if your collection isn’t big
enough, get some more. WW3.15E




generates its own internal font list, If
you delete a font from the directory,
it will still appear in the fontlist. The
solution is to deleie the fonilist file,
which can be found in WWFONTS/
UFST. You then make a new one by
clicking on the INSTALLOUTLINES
icon in the WWTOOLS dir,

There are some good video pack-
ages available apart from Scala. Two
new ones from ProDAD, Monument
Designer and Animage, were
reviewed in our December 96 issue.
Our March 96 issue had the excel-
lent Video Stage Pro on the cover
disks and is still available from our
back issues department.

Left out

| make quite heavy
use of my
RAM:TEMP direc-
tory to shift data
around from
archives. | leave it
out on the Workbench regularly,
and it occurred to me that it would
be excellent to be able to do this
automatically from the startup-
sequence. Is this possible? | have
an A1200 030 WB3.1 KS3.1.

Stephen Ralph, Hampshire.

It is indeed. When Workbench starts
up it checks any disk it can find for a
file called *.backdrop’ which tells it
what to leave out. To solve your prob-
lem, when Workbench loads it would
need to find a ‘.backdrop’ file in
RAM: , which will need to be put
there in the startup sequence. First
create an ASCIH file which reads:
stemp and save it in vour 8§ direc-
tory as “"BACKDROP®, Then edit
your startup sequence. Just after the
line which reads something like:
C:Makedir RAM:TEMP
RAM:CLIPBOARDS RAM:ENV
Insert the lines:

Ci:copy sys:utilities.info
to ram:temp.info

This copies the ufilities draw icon for
the RAM :temp directory. Then add:
C:copy sys:s/backdrop to
RAM: .backdrop

This sets up your backdrop file.
Reboot your computer and voila the
TEMP drawer is on the Workbench.

Tower power

| have a standard
Amiga 1200 which
| am looking to
expand with a
Tower, Please
could you answer
some of my questions.

1. | recently saw an offer by HiQ
for upgrading to a tower/desktop
option with CD-ROM, power
supply and Squirrel SCSI. With an
accelerator in mind would | need

to purchase the optional SCSI kit
for the accelerator or purchase
the HiQ offer on the SCSI kit?

2. What's the difference between
a desktop and a tower conversion?
3. Do | need the maths co-proces-
sor with an accelerator and is a
SIMM BRAM Fast RAM?

Gareth Graham, Caerphilly.

1. The Squirrel interface should work
perfectly with all modern accelerators.
2. Desktop normally means a squat
box you stick under your monitor
while the tower is an upright column
vou stick next to your monifor,
3. If you want an accelerator to make
vour machine go a bit faster you don't
need a co-processor. If you plan on
using math intensive software such as
Imagine the co-processor is highly
recommended. All RAM you add to
veur machine is Fast RAM, SIMM
refers to the type of chip module used.
Questions about tower conver-
sions are coming in thick and fast. A
tower makes it easy to add extra stor-
age devices and solves power supply
problems in a siroke. We are think-
ing about doing an article on DIY
tower conversions for the more tech-
nically minded reader. If you have an
apinion or idea about this, please
wrile fo us.

CD-ROM DIY

| was delighted by
yvour article in the
December 96
issue on fitting a
CD-ROM and |
would like to go
ahead and 'do it myself’, however
I'd like a little advice first.

1. | have a Western Digital 2420
hard drive. Is this 2.5 or 3.5 inch?
2. Ifitis 3.5 inch | would opt for a
mini tower to house both it and
the Golden Image CD-ROM kit.

. The tower |_have in mind is one

from a local PC outlet with a 200w
power supply. Is this sufficient?

3. Is the Golden Image kit double
speed or quad speed?

4. | envisage connecting the items
via an adaptor consisting of a 44

= pin input and two 40 pin outputs

for the appropriate cables to con-
nect to. Is this a viable solution?
5. If | move the hard drive to a
Tower, is it just a matter of
unplugging it, unscrewing it, and
refitting it in the tower?

L.Kemp, York.

1. The simple way of finding out is to
measure it. As a rough guide, if it is
small enough to stick in a cigarette
box, it's a 2.5 inch.

2. 200w is more than enough.

3. We think you may be a little mixed

up here. The Golden Image kit is not
a CD-ROM drive, but a cheap
mounting sysiem which comes with
all the cables you need and a metal
case. The speed depends on what
drive mechanism is fitted to it.

4. That's about it, but it would be a
pain to make. Golden Image will sell
you an Alfa Quatro, which is basical-
Iy the same thing.

5. Yep you're right there.

Myl:hlcal beasts
wish to purchase
an HP Deskjet
870cxi but am hav-
ing problems get-
ting a printer driver.
I've been in touch
with Hewlett Packard but didn't
have much joy. Can you help?

No name or address supplied.

Hewlett Packard gave up supporting
the Amiga some time ago and are
unlikely to be of any help. Write to
them and tell them they are losing
customers. Print Studio or Turboprint
may have a compatible driver; phone
a stockist (check ads) and ask. It
would be worth asking HP if the
870cxi is compatible with one of their
other printers; an HP850¢ driver
would be easier to get.

More questions
1. | have an
A1200HD magic
pack. | heard that
Escom used a high
density drive
instead of a normal
Amiga drive, merely disabling the
high-density mechanism! This
causes a lot of games to become
incompatible. Is there a solution?
2. | want to buy an accelerator,
preferably a 68040. Bearing in
mind that | also want extra memo-
ry and cannot afford much more
than £300, what is my best option?
3. On opening the trapdoor to find
out where the accelerator should
go, | could not find any kind of
interface. On my AS00 there was a
female part but | can't find one on
the A1200. Where should | look?
4. | have an M1348s monitor. The
image cannat be moved vertically,

only stretched and is not cen-
tralised. There is an annoying black
gap at the top. Any solutions?

5. Despite these setback I'm still a
dedicated Amiga owner and would
like to buy a CD-ROM drive in the
future. | was thinking of buying a
SCSl device. If | did this would |
still be able to use other SCS|
devices such as a ZIP drive? What
is the best SCSI interface to buy?
6. Could | connect an Ultra internal
IDE drive? | cannot see where it
wiould fit. If it cannot be fitted,
should | buy an Alfa Quatro?

7. My guarantee is still valid.
However, is it valid with Amiga
Technologies, Viscorp, Escom or
the shop | bought it from?

James Greville, Mid Glamorgan.

1. Things are a bit confused here. The
‘HIY' reference in 1200HD refers to
the hard drive in it. However, those
machines also have high density flop-
py disk drives also known as HD dri-
ves. These floppy drives have been
altered to act like old Amiga double
density (DD) drives, but some games
with custom file formats will not work.
Sometimes this is because the games
are duplicated on high density disks,
in which case you can simply cover
the open noich that signifies a high
density floppy. See the Info drawer on
this month’s CD for a hardware fix to
the problem.

2. Scan the ads for the best deal, £300
should get you a cheap ‘040 with 8Mb,
3. It slides onto the edge of the circuit
board inside the trapdoor.

4. Getting a perfect display on an

M 14385 is near impossible, but by
using the vertical streich in combina-
tion with the overscan and screen-
mode prefs utils, you should be able fo
minimise yvour problem.

5. The Dataflyer and the Squirrel are
the ones fo consider. SCSI interfaces
are good at handling multiple devices.
6. There is no space inside an A1200
JSor an internal CD ROM. Our
December 96 issue had a feature on
using IDE drives with the Amiga.

7. Amiga guarantees are currently
covered by a company called Digitech,
BM Limited, Unit E7, Staffords Park
d, Telford, Shropshire, TF3 3BA. Tel:
ores2 277 711.m

Send your Q&A problems to ...

You can send your technical problems [or answers - Ed]
to CU Amiga by the i-1||-1'."|r'|q means

By letter to Q&)

Emalt

NO ‘:AEH PLEASE We FE‘L]FI’-‘[ that we can't respond to
readers’ questions by post or over the phone. Please do not

include a stamped addressed envelope with your letters as we
simply don’t have time to answer the thousands we receive
Responses are only available through the pages of this magazine,




Frequently Asked Questions

With over 600 floppy disks worth of
stuff, it'd be silly not to make the
most of CUCDs whether you have a
CD-ROM drive or not.

B Q. | don't have a CD-
ROM drive on my Amiga
yet, will | still be able to
use my CU Amiga
Magazine CD-ROM on a
PC or Apple Mac?

W A. Yes, but in a limited way.
You will be able to access all the
data on it. You'll see file directo-
ries and you will be able to view
any pictures or read any text
which is stored in plain or cross-
platform formats.

A perfect example is HTML
- files: using a Web browser such
as Netscape Navigator or Internet
Explorer you can read any HTML
documents on the CU Amiga
Magazine disk. This includes rean-
ing the text, viewing the pictures
and using the links.

B Q. Can | use the
programs though?

B A. No, you can't. Amiga pro-
grams run on Amigas and won't
run on PCs or Apple Macs.

B Q. Can't | get an Amiga

emulator for the PC and
run the programs that
way? After all, | can emu-
late a PC and an Apple
Mac on my Amiga?

B A. Well, yes, there is UAE. It's
not very fast though and to be
honest it's still an AS00 emulator
even on an P120. Although tech-
nically impressive, it's not an
ideal solution.

B Q. Is there a hardware
based Amiga emulator for

either of these machines?

M A. No and it is unlikely that
there ever will be. At the moment
the best piece of hardware for
running Amiga programs remains
an Amiga

B Q. | don't have a
CD-ROM drive on my
Amiga but | have one on
my PC at work. Will | be
able to copy the files
across to my Amiga?

B A. In theory yes, as the
same standard is used to record
data on PC and Amiga CD-ROMs
However, you may have some
problems, such as the fact that
the Amiga can cope with

long filenames and the PC some-
times can't.

Windows35 (or NT) solves the
filename problem, as it can deal
with filenames other than those
in MSDOS format. However, you
still can't copy those directly to
floppy disk because floppies are
still in MSDOS format. One solu-
tion is to use an archiving utility
such as PKZIP which will pack up
all the files on the PC, move the
archive to the Amiga and un-ZIP
it. The rasult is that the filenames
are preserved.

B Q. How can | move
the files from the PC to

the Amiga?

B A. To move the files, you have
two options: use a removable
disk which both systems can read
or link the two platforms together.
Using the Amiga’s built in

CrossDos device (PCO:) it can
read floppy disks formatted by
the PC but only double density,
not high density (unless you have
an A4000 or special floppy drive).
It's also possible to use Syquest
or ZIP drives if you have the nec-
essary hardware. You cannot use
parallel port versions of the Zip
drive on the Amiga though.

The best way is to network
the machines using Ethernet
but this is overkill for file transfer,
not to mention virtually impossi-
ble on the A1200 (go on, prove
me wrong — please). The bast
way is to connect the PC and
Amiga together using a Null
Modem cable, run a terminal
program and use ZModem to
transfer files.

If your machines are a long dis-
tance apart, you may have to
resort to using modems and ter-
minal software. If you only have
one modem, it's possible to use a
Bulletin Board or Internet FTP site
to temporarily store data: you can
upload it from the PC and down-
load to the Amiga.

B Q. Does the opposite
hold true? Can | use PC
CD-ROMs on my Amiga?

B A. You can read PC CD-
ROMS but you cannot run the
programs. Yes, it is possible to
emulate a PC on an Amiga but
it's not very fast and so games or
sophisticated Windows applica-
tions won't work. If you see a
program only available on PC CD-
ROM then resist the temptation
to buy it, even if you have a CD-
ROM drive and a PC emulator for
your Amiga. Ask for an Amiga
version instead.

B Q. Is it possible make a
CD-ROM disc which will
work on both an Amiga
and a CD-ROM?

B A. Yes. Both platforms can
read the CD-ROMs perfectly, so
it's only a matter of storing soft-
ware for both machines

For example, you could have a
CD-ROM full of pictures which
has viewer programs for both the
PC and the Amiga. The pictures
could then be stored in a format
which both viewers can read,
such as JPEG or GIF

The result is that ane CD-ROM
is of use to both the Amiga and
the PC.

Another example are the CD-
ROMSs which contain objects for
3D rendering programs. An
Imagine object can be read direct-
Iy by both PC and Amiga versions
of Imagine.

In any case, there are many
Amiga utilities for reading PC
style graphics (e.g. GIE BMP), ani-
mation (e.g. AVl, FLC, CLI) and
sound files (e.g. WAV). There is
usually some way of making use
of data stored on a CD-ROM.

B Q. Can | play any of
my collection of
VideoCDs on my
Amiga's CD-ROM drive?

B A. Yes, but apart from some
very slow software, only if you
have an SMD100 decoder from
HiSoft and if your CD-ROM drive
is compatible.

B Q. | have a CD32/CDTV
— can | use the CD-ROM
drive with my A12007?

B A. Yes, it's possible to create
a limited network which links the
CD32 or CDTV to the Amiga com-
puter. The CD-ROM drive will
appear on the Workbench as
though it weare connected directly
to the A1200.

OK now you have no excuse
for using CUCDs. m
John Kennedy




SOUND LAB

Making music on your Amiga
needn’t cost a fortune. Some
shareware audio packages put their
commercial competitors to shame.

here's loads of good new
audio and music software
available for your Amiga,
but much of it rarely gets
any press because it's
shareware, This month we'll
uncover some of the best exam-
ples of exciting, interesting and
plain useful audio shareware.

Leaping ahead
One of the most promising bits of
software to have come to our
attention recently is Camouflage.
It comes in two versions, straight
Camouflage and Camouflage AB.
Both versions are MIDI sequencers
that use a very attractive cus-
tomised GUI system that's best
suited to a large screen mode,
such as Productivity, interlace (if
you can handle it) or a graphics
card. What's brilliant about
Camouflage AB is that it can pre-
tend to be Cubase Audio by com-
bining MIDI sequencing with 16-bit
stereo hard disk recording. For this
you need a Toccata or a Maestro
sound card (available from
MacroSystem in Germany or White
Knight Technologies in the UK).
This represents a major step
torward for Amiga music software.
Until now the only solution that did
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& Digibooster is great value alternative to the bigger musical beasts. It
offers eight channels with decent quality mixing and sound outpet.
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anything like this was a combina-
tion of Bars and Pipes and a
Sunrize AD516 sound card, the
pair of which would have set you
back a tidy sum. For the record,
while Sunrize have ditched Amiga
support, Bars and Pipes is free to
all Compuserve customers.

Sample-x files
Music X users will be aware of the
basic level of control the program
offers over Amiga samples com-
pared to MIDI instruments.
Sample-X is a clever program that
solves the problem. It sits in the
background while Music X is rurn-
ning and intercepts MID| data
internally. From within Sample-xX
you can set up a bank of samples,
each responding to a specific MIDI
channel. When Sample-X sees
data transmitted on the relevant
channel from Music X, it plays the
samples accordingly. This means
you can replay up to four Amiga
samples from within your Music X
sequences, applying all the normal

‘MIDI controllers to your samples.

The MIDI data is passed through
to the serial port as normal for use
with MIDI instruments.

Sample-X is not limited to use
with Music X. It can be set up to
receive its MIDI data
from the serial port via
a MIDI interface, so
you could set up your
Amiga as a four voice
sample replay module
controlled by an exter-
nal MIDI device, such
as a keyboard or a
sequencer,

Top value
MNew trackers are
appearing all the time.
One that caught our
attention recently was
Digibooster. While

sequencing with 16-bit recording,

many have developed into impres-
sive beasts featuring realtime DSP
functions and all kinds of fancy
widgets, there's still room for
smaller, simpler alternatives,
Digibooster is just such a tracker,
offering eight channels with very
good mixing and output sound
quality even on a basic A1200. The
output is 14-bit, and you can make
your music from any combination
of 8-bit IFFs, 16-bit IFFs or 16-bit
WAV samples.

For those used to the traditional
tracker layout, moving to some-
thing like SoundStudio can be a bit
of a mission (although it really is
much easier to use after a short

L

B Sound Lah

& Camouflage AB's most outstanding feature is its ability to pretend to be Cubase Awdio by mixing MIDI

while), so if you can’t contemplate
too much of a change from your
current tracker the familiarity of
Digibooster will be important. New
player commands are quite rare
these days so it's good to see
some in Digibooster, like 'Robot’
which adds a variable phase/echo
effect to the specified sample.
Planned future additions to
Digibooster include support for 16
bit cards such as Toccata and
Maestro and more available tracks.
The PD version has its save
options disabled, so if you want
the full version you'll need to
upgrade from the author, B

Tony Horgan




BACKCHAT

Backchat

As usual controversy reigns in the Backchat
pages. And our campaign to find the best Amiga
stockist in the country continues.

How could you?

Having purchased the December issue of CU
Amiga, | thought | would be treating myself to
a good positive Amiga read. The magazine
was to its usual good standard but | found one
article that completely degraded the calibre of
CU Amiga Magazine, Public Domain users and
Public Domain programmers.

In the article ‘The Best of Both Worlds', the
last few paragraphs by Mark Forbes of Effigy
Software define the Public Domain on the
Amiga as being useless. Quoting him “We also
believe that demos that people create and put
into Public Domain are useless and not the
way forward.” This is a bit of a bold statement
isn't it Mr Forbes?

Was this article really a good way to boost
the Amiga? | am shocked that CU Amiga
Magazine who use public domain as a source
for their magazine, both on the cover disk and
on pages within the magazine, would agree to
print such a false and inaccurate statement.
Let me point out a few FACTS:

1. If it was not for the Public Domain scene
keeping the Amiga going through its rough
patches, you would not have your Amiga in
front of you right now. The Amiga would have
collapsed completely, a long time ago.

2. Public Domain is the backbone to the
Amiga. It is a strong and dedicated source of
software, which is sometimes better than
what is commercially released e.g. Term

and NComm

3. The demo scene is what
helps sell the Amiga.
Demos are the main
source of graphics and
sound promaotion.

4. Public Domain on the
Amiga has the largest
following of any

other platform.

So Mr Forbes, | have a
guestion. If Public Domain
on the Amiga is so
useless, why is Aminet
so popular? Do | make
my point? In the next
paragraph, Mr
Forbes goes on to
explain that the

Power PC chip is the way to go. Reading
through the article, it sounds as if Mr Forbes is
saying that because Public Domain is so use-

i less and that there is no profit in it, the Power

PC chip is required. Oh really. So a Power PC
chip is going to create better quality Public
Domain software, and make it profitable?
Could you just explain this to me? In Public
Domain you get good quality as well as bad,
but this is the same in the commercial world.
The idea of Public Domain is public free soft-
ware so it will not be profitable.

| am a dedicated Amiga follower and PC
owner. | love my Amiga and would hate to see
it die. Even if it did, | would never sell the
maching and | don't think any other Amiga
lover would do either. The Amiga is a state-of-
the-art piece of kit and dumbfounded remarks
made by Mr Forbes are obviously impulsive
thoughts. If he looked into the Amiga, and
pushed the pound sign from his eyes he might
just see what a stupid remark he made. The
Amiga programmers need encouragement and
thanking for helping keep the Amiga alive, neg-
ative remarks like this are an insult and of no
use to the Amiga at all.

Front my conclusion of Effigy Software,
they are just interested in money, not the
Amiga community. | understand they have to
make money to survive the cut-throat market
of the software industry, but they proclaim to -
be dedicated Amigans ... Rubbish!!

As you can guess, you have hit a sore point
in this article, | believe | have possibly spoken
out for MANY Amiga users and | expect |
have their backing.

Matthew Tillett, Emailand

First things first, Mark Forbes did not make
any of the remarks you are referring too, he
was simply interviewing Ian Jenkins from Effigy
Software who is responsible for the statements in
the article. Perhaps you could have read the article
a bit more closely than you did. Just because
Mark reports someone’s opinions verbatim
does not mean that he or CU Amiga
Magazine agrees with them. CU Amiga
Magazine does not have a policy of vetting

people’s opinions and because we print

them it does not mean that we necessarily

i (December 96), | think there is quite a serious
! point which you skipped over. When connect-
: ing drives like this, there is a risk you may

: damage the CPU in your machine. The IDE

! port on the A1200 is, unlike the A4000,

¢ unbuffered and connected directly to the

. power-hungry 3.56" and 5.25" drives can cause

. take three devices and Eyetech will sell you a

; anywhere. A friend has his

: case, a distance of
. about a metre, with

¢ you can rely on just the origi-

. cable going into a hard drive and a CD but

- versible damage. I'm going to swop mine for a
: buffered device so | can use one of the now

~ Chris Appleton (Pure Amiga),

- http://www.pureamiga.co.uk

- You are correct in saying that the Amiga 1200’
. interface is unbuffered. There is some risk of

. devices not working with longer IDE cables.

. longer cables and 3.5" hard drives/CD-ROMs have

agree with them. CU Amiga Magazine supports
public domain wholeheartedly. As we understand it,
the comment Ian Jenkins made was referring to the
practice of promoting commercial games by releas-
ing limited demos of the games into the public
doemain. His point seems to be that this doesn’t work
as a promotional tool. He wasn't slagging off the
whole PD scene,

CD oversight
Concerning your excellent article telling every-
one how to get CD-ROMs for next to nothing

CPU. Furthermore it was only ever designed
to connect ona 2.5" hard drive on

a very short cable. Commodore used to sup-
ply cables around two inches long at one
point. As you can see, loading it up with

some harm.
A better alternative is to have a buffered

cable. Golden Image sell one that can reliably
four-device cable (for less money!). This

doasn't nsk your CPU and has the advantage
that you can take your cables just about
twirling around the back of
his desk into a mini-tower
no problems.

I'm not denying that

nal port, indeed my self- built
A1200T has half a metre of unbuffered

people should beraware of the risk of irre-

super-cheap Syquest EZ135 drives. Now
there's an idea for a feature!

chris@fuchal.demon.co.uk, Pure Amiga -

However, the concerns of damage resulting from

been overstated and such combinations work for
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Amiga-Apple dilemma

thousands of Amiga users. There is no doubt thata
buffered interface is the better option and
Eyetech’s unit is indeed good value for money for
the guarantee of reliability that it will bring. For
those looking to connect several devices to the
Al200°s IDE port, it represents a good buy and
offers sound peace of mind.

- incredible claims that the ad makes but |

. won't waste time on an ad like this.

: If Amiga is dead, why do companies like

: Viscorp, Eagle or Phaseb want to buy it after
. Escom? Netscape & Microsoft are also plan-

. and Navigator) for the Amiga. Why are they
¢ are so interested?

To any undecided and worried Amiga

. users out there: before buying a new and

! expensive system, don't throw out your

After reading your November Issue | found a
very funny two page advert from '‘Gordon :
Harwood Computers’ advertising Apple . beloved Amiga. Wait until the PPC Amiga
Machines. It's sad how companies which are = from Phase 5 arrives, we'll see which com-
selling Amiga computers and products can be | puter needs to make such a crap advert to
so low as to use the actual Amiga situation to : gain users ...

sell another platform but the worse bit is the

advert itself. | could go on about all the Miguel Ramos, Spain.

. Everyone is free to make their own buying deci-
- sions, but we feel that CU Amiga readers are

. knowledgeable enough to know that an Apple

: Mac is certainly not an ideal replacement for an
Amiga. You may be surprised to hear we use

- Apple Macs at the CU Amiga offices. We use

- them because we are part of a large publishing

THE FAR SIDE By GARY LARSON
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- ing system. Yes, for DTP they are the industry

- standard. However, the Mac's infuriating operat-
. ing system is a million miles from that of the

. Amiga. Did you know a Mac won’t even let you

. open up a CLI or Shell window or use anything

. approaching a DOS shell? That’s because Macs

. are made for people who don’t like computers.

. The Amiga is made for computer lovers! We

. could fill an entire magazine with examples of

. how the amiga outshines the Mac in so many

. areas, but that would be rather negative in itself.

. There really is no comparison, so don't be fooled.

- Grow up
. It's all very well people writing to the maga-

A few days following the King Kong “incident,”
Mew Yorkers return fo business as usual.

A A\p i e S

. zines such as CU telling users to grow up and

- get with the real world. | believe it is VIScorp .
: who need to get with it. They cannot afford to
- play the spoilt brat any longer and continue f
- to mess potential licensees about over '
. whether they can have licences or not, or

*  whether they can put the Amiga name to

. their product.

under development by Phase 5. If Viscorp

. keep ignoring this system and throwing hur-
: dles in Phase 5's way, delaying its comple-

. tion, one of two things will happen. (1) They
. will develop the system and sell it to a com-
. petitor, Apple Mac for instance, or (2) they

- will produce it themselves under their own

: name and develop a system that is in the

- style of the Amiga but without the name.

i One example of this is the BeBox, even if it is
. a bit expensive at the £2000 mark (see any

. Mac magazine!!l)

- company which runs a totally Mac-based publish-

BACKCHAT

A prime example is the new machine

So in short, VIScorp:
1) Do not offend the third party developers.

. They keep the Amiga alive as you mess

: about and without their support we don't

. stand a chance.

¢ 2) You must look at other systems with an

: open mind and remember time is short. We
: NEED a new machine and fast, and if Phase
: 5 do get their machine off the ground for

about £1000 - £1500 | for one will buy it,
whether it an Amiga or not.

. 3) STOP thinking that the Amiga is so good

. that people will wait indefinitely for a new

. one and that the Amiga community will put

© up with your behaviour. We won't as Escom
¢ know to their perill!!

: ning to develop their Web Browsers (Explorer |

- Spencer Gibson, Loughborough, Leics.

- Email:Gibson@Enterprise.net

~ Steve The Nutter, Emailand.




Points of view

B Tamy I:'IEI:':

Magazine's Editor.

by Tony Horgan

You might think it rather strange to be
reading a retrospective piece about
1996 when we're already a couple of
weeks into "97. The reason for this
timing is because most similar articles

“ﬂmhﬂtawmﬂﬁmﬂm ‘carry
on regardless’ attitude of us all, despite
the Amiga’s continual mmganmt,,

by Lisa Collins

“Inﬂnefamnfallﬂmpitfallsﬂ‘mt 1996
threw our way we still saw some great

that appear in monthly mags during
December will have been written
around about October due to the long
production and distribution times
involved, so most of those are taking
complete guesses at what might have
happened over the two most impor-
tant months of the year, which is a bit
rubbish really. Anyway, on with the
teary-eyed stroll down short term
memory lane.

Overall it's been a much better
year for the Amiga scene than most
had envisaged. Not only did we see
the continued development of some
key software titles {Image FX,
OctaMED SoundStudio, Photogenics
and Personal Paint to name a few) but
we've actually been witness to some
totally new software packages. Art
Effect and Draw Studio have been
notable examples.

On the hardware side there's also
been healthy development from third
parties with numerous CD-ROM
solutions, a stream of ever-cheaper
and faster accelerators, a couple of
new 16-bit sound cards, not to men-
tion all kinds of little widgets from
small developers across the globe.

Games-wise things have been
more sedate, but there have certainly
been some highlights along the way,

If there's anything that 1996 proved,
it demonstrated just how big the
Amiga community is. | don’t think any
other platform could have survived
the past year. The combination of
sporadic ownership changes {which
seem to be still continuing), no new
machines coming out and little or no
games software would have damp-
ened even the most dedicated com-
puter enthusiast’s ardour, But the
Amiga breed are made of sterner
stuff. Users as well as the remaining
companies are still incredibly loyal to
the platform.

Despite all the pitfalls that 1996
threw our way we still saw some
great games coming out on the
Amiga when others had written it off
as a games platform. Worms and,
more recently, Chaos Engine 2
proved that the Amiga is very viable
and capable as a games platform.
And the fact that Championship
Manager 2 already has tons of pre-
paid orders shows that the Amiga

like Worms TDC, Alien Breed 3D 2,
Chaos Engine 2 and XTReme Racing.
Phase 5's announcement of their
\Box project has given new hope to
all who are sceptical of any worth-
while outcome from the Amiga
Technologies/VIScorp deal.

Perhaps the best aspect of 96 was
the ‘carry on regardless’ attitude of us
all despite the Amiga’s continual mis-
management. Oh, and the increasing
CD-equipped readership telling us our
CU Super CDs are wonderful. That
means a lot to us,

And so we come to the downers of
the year. You don't need me to tell you
the Amiga's perpetual state of limbo
has cast a shadow over the whole
scene, but | just did anyway. For one
reason or another, sales of top Amiga
games have not matched their poten-
tial this year. XTreme Racing is one
example: it should have sold by the
truckload but in the end it never really
did. And then of course there was the
Walker, the new Amiga that never
made it further than a single proto-
type displayed at a couple of comput-
er shows.

But hey, just take a look at all those
‘'uppers’ and you'll see that really, 96
was a pretty good vyear all in all. | cer-
tainly enjoyed it. | hope you did too.l

games community is still out there
waiting to snap up any decent games
that are due out,

Perhaps, one drawback to 1996
was that some companies saw the
departure of other bigger players in
the software industry as a chance to
cash in on a games-starved market.
This entrepreneurial activity would
not have been such a bad thing if the
games that, some of these compa-
nies churned out were of any quality.
Unfortunately, 1996 saw lots of
games that really shouldn't have
been released onto the commercial
market. Thankfully, we had some
stonking good games to make up
for this and Minskies Furballs came
in just at the end of 1996 to prove to
us that all is not lost yet.

Finally, the announcement of a
new machine at the end of 1996,
hopefully heralds good things for
1997, Rest assured CU Amiga
Magazine will be there to chart
its progress. W

s




POINTS OF VIEW

by Mat Bettinson

It's difficult to sum up my thoughts

on the last year. On one hand it

represented another major let down

for the Amiga; Amiga Technologies

promised the Walker only to fall foul

of the parent company Escom's

' liguidation before we ever even got
to see the machine in all its finished
and final glory.

We all saw machines being briefly
remanufactured, only to fail at the
last hurdle. More promises made and
then snatched away. This seemed to
be the recurring theme of "96.
Increasing numbers of commercial
software developers gave up the

ghost as we all sat and waited for
the Amiga to enter into yet another
age of darkness.

Yet amazingly | can't be gloomy
about the year gone by and here's
why. The shareware and comms
scene kept up as it always had. We
saw an explosion of Amiga users get-
ting on-line and a resurgence of
development of Internet software
such as Web browsers,

The massive success of the June
1996 issue Internet book/deal was
more than | could have hoped for.
The Amiga and the Internet suddenly
became a major part of the market,
not a niche. Now my phone lies quiet
on my desk (well, almost) while my
Email folders absolutely bulge with
incoming mail.

The Internet wasn't the only
growth area for the Amiga, there was
also the CD phenomenon. What we
started with the Aminet CD cover-
mount on our Movember "85 issue
led the entire market into something
nobody, least of all us, saw coming.
Monthly CDs! We started off with
painstakingly hand-crafted CDs, | still
laugh when reading the hidden
mat.readme files. And from these
humble beginnings we grew the CD
side of our magazine into a thriving
and booming industry. Now with
monthly CDs it's a much more
streamlined operation. With the help
of Neil Bothwick our CD compiler,

‘Furwhattl'-afnuhhmcalllnga

dead market there was certainly enough

to keep me busy. ,,

the Amiga now has the best cover-
mounts of any platform ever. For
what the foolish were calling a dead
market there was certainly enough to
keep me busy!

Overall, in 1996, Amiga users got
wired to the Internet, bought
CD-ROM drives and powerful accel-
erators. Now we face a new year
with our hot-rod Amigas — a year that
looks set to promise new hope in the
form of Phase 5's unbelievably pow-
erful AABOX. This machine had me
drooling over the specs just as | did
when | first read about the Amiga
in 1986.

So for 1997 we have to look for-
ward to replacing the aged 680x0
with the mighty Power PC. Clock
speeds in the hundreds of megahertz
and the Siamese RTG system meld-
ing our machine to PC so we can
again be a part of the mass market.
Yet more brilliant affordable commer-
cial and shareware software and on
the glowing horizon, the mighty
A\BOX looms; threatening to teleport
us to a new dimension of computing
ecstasy. Gosh it's enough to bring a
tear to my eye. B

B Mai Bettinson is
CU Amiga Magarine's
Technical Editor.

by Andrew Corn

1996 has not been good to the
Amiga. More and more software
companies have abandoned the
machine, magazines are falling by
the wayside, and support for the
platform in the high-street has almost
gone. There seems less and less
reason for optimism as the weeks go

by. But in an odd sort of way this
may be exactly why the Amiga
continues to survive.

The Amiga's previous success has
always 5 been due o its cheap entry
level price. Marx would have
approved of the Amiga; he would no
doubt have considered it the peo-
ple's computer. Want to some DTP?
DTV? Make music? Do 3D graphics?
It's all there and ready to go for an
amount you can afford. Putting
power in the hands of the masses
and all that.

The problem is that it isn't as
cheap as it used to be. Mass produc-
tion in the PC market has made this
the platform of cheap computing
power. For the cost of an A1200 with
a decent hard drive and monitor you
can buy a Pentium which is compara-
ble in speed to an ‘060, and they'll
throw in 8Mb or so, a larger hard
drive, CD-ROM, sound card etc

Escom probably had this in mind
when they designed the Walker.
Amiga die-hards complained about
the low specs by today's
standards, but it was never meant to

compete with PCs as it was meant to
sell for half the cost. People no
longer expect computers to be
cheap. The Amiga users of tomarrow
are the people who have stuck with
the machine through the last few
lean years, the ones who are willing
to put up with the inconvenience of

“mnrﬂm(mightitntbaﬂmnwchinn
we have been waiting for ... an Amiga

for the serious Amiga user. ,,

high-street invisibility and poor
software support because they know
if they put in the money and effort,
their Amiga will do things for them
that would be a nightmare to get
another machine to do.

The A\Box might just be the
machine we have all been waiting
for, a niche machine, an Amiga for
the serious Amiga user, not for the
people. It's a pity it isn't the people’s

computer any more, but that's the :'““l:.'i';'lr"l ol
way things go. B new Staff Writes



Stick to those new year
resolutions. Start by keeping
your CU collection up to date.

Back Issue

December 1995

DN THE DISKS: Warms
demo, Amiga E full

: program plus free
Amiga E manual
FEATURES: Programming,
Amiga music.

INSIDE: Leading Lap,
Worms, Flight of the
Amazon (Oueen, Coala,
FinalCalc and Amiga
M14385 Monitor

April 1996

ON THE DISKS:
AmiFile 3ale, Leading Lap
*1 SE - 5 level full game. CO-
\ | ROM edition available
FEATURES: Virus Protection

and Wallace & Gromit in
the nght computer
- | INSIDE: 5X 32, Hill

3| Station, The Chaos engine
previewed, Zeewolf 2 tips,
ani more

January 1996

ON THE DISKS: Imagine
3.0 full program, Leewoll
2 & Algamusic

- FEATURES: 3D rendenng
-} using our cover disk
INSIDE: MiconiK Tower,
World Construction Set,
Amilink, Feewolf 2,
SWOS 95/96, Super
Tennis Champions and
much more

May 1996

ON THE DISKS:
Soundtracker Pro I, MIDI
Sequencer demo, Alien

- Breed 302 demo

= | FEATURES: Free Amiga

music ook, the new

and the guest for Amigas
¢ INSIDE: LightWWawe &,
Slamtit Pimball, Tracksnit
| Manager 2 reviewed

Priority Order form

Issue date & type (CD or disk)

Meathod of paymeant

) visa [J Amex [ Access

Quantity

Price

CI Diners-Club card D Cheque (£ Sterling)

e A R P AN T S S TR Ly SR T Expiry date..

Daytime telephone number

Complete this form and send it with your payment to: CU Amiga
Tower Publishing, Tower House, Sovereign Park, Lathill 5t, Marke
LE16 1EF Tel: 01858 435 3560.

*Rates: UK: £5 99 Europe and rest
£6.99 Europe and rest of world: £7
Disks/CDs are included with all orders. CD 0
monthly starting from the Movember 1996 issue.
Please allow 28 days for fulfilment upon receipt of request

f world: £6.50. E

JVagazine Back Issues,
Harborough, Leics

t for CO-ROM editions: UK
nd packing.
e April 1996 issue, and

All orders subject to availability.

Nalker Amiga Serfer pack,

February 1996

DM THE DISKS:
AMIGA)

~ 1% TextureStudio phos
SERIAL KILLER,

gt | Imaging objects, DVerh
Mandel 92, Bluff Trtler,
© 4 | Amiga E source code,
g

“'.“'"_i"“"“ «gll' | Xireme Racing.
lapn - & | FEATURES: Serial linking,
VB e | portable Amiga prototypes

o

and the first Net Wedding,
INSIDE: DiskMayic, HiSoft

June 1996
o = »u | 0N THE DISKS:

| Termite dema, Killing
v | Grounds demo. Plus
¥ | free 96 page net and
) comms guide.

FEATURES: Escom sells
Amiga Technolomes,
pubifish your nusic.
© | INSIDE; fodem round-up,
Total Foothall and new
Timeleepers disk rewewed.

August 1996

™ ON THE DISKS:

EasyCale (hull program) and
Valhalla [l demo
FEATURES: The future of the
: Amiga with ViScom, the

i B new PI0S machine and the
second part of the

) Euroscens feature.

INSIDE: Siamese Twin,
Photogenics 2.0, Yalhalla 1
and Tm Toy reviewed.

1996

ON THE DISKS:
Upper Disk Tools: ideal for
o | sorting out thase awlkwanl
« ] disks and drves!

| FEATURES: The Amiga in
Amenca, Net software
INSIDE: The speed issue, or
o something Three top
accelerators, a TCRAP
stack comparison and
Capital Punishment.

December 1996

ON THE DISKS:
Wordworth 3.1 S, Worms -
The Directrs Cut demo.
CO-ROM or Roppy edition

& | FEATURES: CO-ROM dive
- sl for £50! Amiga and PC

ames on CD-ROM
?HSIE: Dirawe Studio, Apotio
1230, Storm €, Siamese

TG system, Teen Agent,
Tiny Troops and more.,

CD-ROM, Virtual i glasses.

March 1996

DN THE DISKS:
VideoStage Pro, Imgauge
* =4 bt XFD, Gloom Dehxe
=1 and 10 Worms levels.
= | FEATURES: VideoStage an
o] The future of Games

=f INSIDE: D60 for
A1200, Wordwarth 5,

w, i

© L AT Biitz Basic, Super Street
et Fighter 11 Turbo, Supe

Sldmarks data disk

July 1996

ON THE DISKS:

XiPaint (full program) and
of Primal Rage dema.
FEATURES: Special report
1 on what's happening in
Europe and the latest on
A Visom and PI0S.

INSIDE: Image FX 2.6, Surl
Sequirred, A4000 Tower,
Prmal Rage, SWOS Euro
andl more reviewed

September1996
o ON THE DISKS:

n “IG’ Vista Lite (full program) and
= o h a demo of Brian Lam Cracke
r‘f" Ay %1 "96, CO-ROM edition too.
M 3 d"‘ = | FEATURES: The Aminet

2 g exposed. &l B gupatiytes
B % INSIDE: Firsal Writes 5,

AL |

o OetabED Sound Studo,
o gl o Atapi CO-ROM drive. Plas
‘_'. e an exchusive preview of

the new AGA Warms,

November 1996

ON THE DISKS:

ALAL 2000 - The prenmer
10 CAD package, plus
Chaos Engine 2. Choose
CD-ROM or Roppy ediion
FEATURES: Palnrtop Amiga
Psiom link-up

INSIDE: Opus 5.5. Deling
- W DSP sound cand, Web
Browser Wag, Alia Quatro
} CO-ROM worrter and miore

January 1997

0N THE DISKS:
M|F bmagine 4.0, Undenwater
o,
i -

= Capers, plus over 1000 «
Imagine extras on LU
CO-ROM or foppy edition
FEATURES: Get a job in ¢
puter graphics, plas el
+ i pages of Imagine 4.0

o INSIDE: Art Effect. PPamt
SWOS 96-97, Fightmg Spir
Chaos Engine 2 reviewed




king i e

if ||'|},.IJ ¢ by i editor uses drag, o
Im spe = ANy rayir Honing of objects and allo
”'IE J.‘-l' kage has support for many new output file formats including v
|1'\-‘II TIEF and IF'F- H

rate & wide
-u!l.-'ll.'l.M.]'!

compatible
s BAM, O52.x up and h.trd dl.-]- e

-

I
TPy

The SMD-100

a brilliant
home entertainm

&,

1 access the
X v 24-bit quaality
i nd. Here's
n the Am :
same of the thir

miult w:ndm-fs with, drag and-
.mab}e tracking and much mose.
- ml.|u.durl r11rl\.-1.\ leviel work.
v} is included which eases resourc
se of ¢ 2 % (lists, ]uge arrays etc.), along with B
support, error h.tndlmp’ with exceptions and online documentation.
The Hot Help (Developer only) system can be activated at any fime and
u full, expandable online help even with an ARexx port

95 tC+ + requires 4Mb RAM, O52x up and a hard disk.
grade

12.95

£169

0500 223660 |

Hot News
Punch those keys for free!

Termite TCP now
£39.95!
To order any of the products on this page, or any other HiSoft IBrowse 1.2
product for the Amiga (and we have over 40 titles for your Released!
! [
computer!) just Freecall 0500 2 CD-ROM Prices

Slashed! £ 1 99

223660 armed with your credit or
debit card. Postage is normally £2 - £4 within the UK or £6 for a

guaranteed next day service (for goods in stock). Alternatively
you can write to us or order through our web page. © HiSoft 1996,

Phone, write or email

inc Fre e
Jor anore detail




SERIOUSLY

ECONOMY
ACCELERATOR

BOARD

ECONOMY BOARD g YSSul (e RV} 3rd L Y

68030 Z5MHZ INCLUDING 25MHZ FPU

68030 3I3MHZ INCLUDING 33MHZFPU . .. ... ... .. 0o ioe

FALCON BOARDS
FALCON 6B040RC 25MHZ
MEMORY SIMMS

4MB SIMM T2-PIN
EMB SIMM 72-PIN
16MB SIMM 72-PIN
I2MEB SIMM 72-PIN
1x8 30-PIN
4 x 8 30-PIN

VIPER BOARDS "

The Viper 33 can have up to
128MB RAM installed, full
Kickstart remapping, optional
5C51-1l adaptor, on-board battery
backed clock, 6BB82 co-processor
option, instruction and data
burst modes,

VIPER 33 MKIlI BARE

VIPER 33 MKIl 4MB

VIPER 33 MKII 8MB

VIPER 33 MKII 16MB
VIPER 33 MKII 5C5!| ADAP. £l

S PECIAL

BLIZZARD BoaRrps OFFER

68030 50MHz accelerator board with
up to 128MB of RAM installable.

BLIZZARD 50 BARE
BLIZZARD 50 4MB
BELIZZARD 50 8MB
BELIZZARD 50 16MB

CO-PROCESSORS

FPU’s complete with crystal.
State for Blizzard compatibility.

20MHZ FPU PLCC
33MHZ FPU PLCC
40MHZ FPU PLCC
SOMHZ FPU PLCC
VIPER MKI SC5|-ADAPTOR

GVP 68060/68040

A 6BO60 accelerator board for
the A2000/4000 running at
S0MHZ and allowing up to
128mb of use installable memory
and a 5C51-2 hard disk controller.

AZ000 6BOD40 25MHZ
AZ000 68040 40MHZ f
AZ2000 68060 OMB RAM
A4000 6B0B0 OMB RAM
4MEB GVP RAM ADD

A500 68020EC

A 6BOZ0EC processor accelerator
card for the AS00 and ASO0+,
with an option to fit a 6BEE1
or 6BBB2 co-processor (PLCC
OR PGA). This card can fit up
to 4MEB FastRAM and is fully
auto-config. Not compatible
with GVP Hard Drive.

GBO20EC OMB RAM
68020EC 4MB RAM

b et e ES9.95
£139.95
68030 50MHZ INCLUDING 33MHZ FPU CLOCKED UP TO 50MHZ .£189.95

PRICES INC. VAT

SPECIAL

X4 SPEED CD-ROM

INC.5QUIRREL AND FREE SOFTWARE

FOR THE AMIGA &00/1200

TURBO BOARDS

Performance 10 times of a
standard AG00 6B020 CPU
clocked at 2BMHZ, 6GBB82 FPU
clocked at 2BMHZ, up to BMB
FastRAM, autoconfigurating
Socket for 72-pin SIMM.

“TURBO 620

Performance 25 times of a
standard A1200. 68040 CPU
with 25MHZ. Up to 32MB
FastRAM, autoconfigurating,
socket for 72-pin SIMM,

TURBO 1240 25MHZ +BMBL 2

£179.95

Performance 40 times of a
standard A1200. 68060 CPU
with S50MHZ. Up to 3ZMB
FastRAM, autoconfigurating,
socket for 72-pin SIMM.

TURBQ 1260 50MHZ +BMBE49!

Performance 3 times of a standard
A4000/040. 6B040 CPU with
40MHZ. Up to 12BMB FastRAM,
autoconfigurating, 4 sockets
for 72-pin SIMM. Specify desktop
or tower version.

TUREOQ 4040 40MHZ

Performance 4-5 times of a
standard A4000/040, suitable
for the A3000 and A4000. 6B0G0
CPU with 50MHZ, up to 128Mb
FastRAM, autoconfigurating, 4
sockets for 72-pin SIMM.
Specify desktop or tewer version,

TURBO 4060 50MHZ

SEE DPS AD FOR ORDER FORM

POWER COMPUTING LTD

UNIT 80 SINGER WAY
WOBURN ROAD IND. ESTATE
KEMPSTON MK42 TPU

TEL: 01234 273000
FAX:01234 352207

EMAIL: sales@powerc.
demon.co.uk



