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AMIGA POWER GUIDE TO REVOLUTION AND INSURRECTION PULL-OUT

The Essentlal Guide TO

‘Rex‘rolutlon And Insurrectlonw

“@“j. \

Are you feeling oppressed? Do you wish you could overthrow the ruling
elite and establish a new social order? Do you hanker after a world
where freedom and equality are taken for granted rather than fought for
in the daily class struggle? Do you want to carry a big gun and make
people do what you tell them? Do you want to be a REVOLUTIONARY? In
this handy pull-out supplement, AMIGA POWER brings you everything

you need to know about revolutions and revolutionaries, complete
with a 10-step guide to starting your own revolution. ¥
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AMIGA POWER GUIDE TO REVOLUTION AND INSURRECTION

AMIGA POWER’S TEN
FAVOURITE REVOLUTIONS

Before you get down
to some serious
rebellion, have a look
at how the
professionals do it.
NAME: THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION (1917)

Key Players: Lenin, Trotsky

Briefly: The Tsar and his family were nasty so
Lenin led the Bolsheviks against them.

| Outcome: After a few years of optimism, Stalin

took over in 1927 and proved nastier than the Tsar.
Subsequent leaders continued the nastiness until,
eventually, the communist system fell apart.

AP revolution rating: Good start, but they let the
loonies get control too soon. 43%

NAME: CHILE (1973)
Key Players: The CIA
Briefly: The CIA helped General Pinochet get into

| power because they didn't like the previous leader,

Dr Salvador Allende.

. Outcome: Pinachet got ousted but the CIA

continues to control much of the rest of the world.
AP revolution rating: At least we gotto mention

' the CIA again. 5%

'  NAME: THE FRENCH

REVOLUTION (1789 AND
AGAIN IN 1848)

Key Players: A vast collection of French blokes
Briefly: A load of French middle class types got fed
up with the way the king (Louis XVI) was running the
country, decided to change things for the better, but
accidentally let Napoleon take over. The monarchy
came back for a bit. Then went away again.
Outcome: The Third Republic turned out to be just
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as imperialistic as the other two (and the Ancient
Régime) but no one cared because they all had nice
new Renault Lagunas fo drive around in.

AP revolution rating: Seems to have achieved all
its aims with a long lasting overthrow of the old
order. 76%

NAME: AMERICAN WAR OF
INDEPENDENCE (1776)

Key Players: A vast collection of American blokes
Briefly: George lll had the temerity to imagine
that being king bestowed certain privileges upon
him to do as he damn well pleased. Which it
didn't, according fo a band of American
intellectuals. They declared independence.
Outcome: The United States Of America remains
independent of Great Britain to this day and has
the temerity to imagine that being the largest
economic power in the world bestows certain
privileges upon it to do as it damn well pleases.
Which it does, apparently.

AP revolution rating: Not enough violence in the
original revolution for our taste, but a thoroughly
violent society has grown from it so ‘hurrah’. 72%

NAME: JUST ABOUT EVERY
LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRY
Key Players: Just about every Latin American
person (but especially Che Guevara)

Briefly: Every five minutes someone overthrows
someone else and takes over as El Presidente.
Outcome: Five minutes later someone tries it.
AP revolution rating: Certainly very persistent.
And one of the Mexican revolutions inspired the
Marlon Brando movie Viva Zapata. 51%

NAME: THE INDIAN MUTINY
(1857) :

Key Players: The Bengal Army ‘
Briefly: Britain couldn't sell its shoddy cloth in
Europe so it decided to steal other people’s
countries and force the occupants and former

.

Lenin hid his fear of
.. baldness by growing a
pointy beard and

owners to buy the cloth instead. The people
whose countries had been stolen rather thought
this wasn't fair and tried to steal them back.
Outcome: An own goal for the Bengal Army.
India had been under control of the East India
Company but after the mutiny it was controlled by
the British Government. For another 90 years.
AP revolution rating: Never underestimate the
determination of a system run on greed. A good
try but not really up to snuff. 34%

NAME: THE PEASANTS”
REVOLT (1381)

Key Players: Some peasants, Wat Tyler
Briefly: The peasants weren't very happy at
being peasants and went on the rampage. They
managed to occupy London and entered
negotiations with Richard Il for the abolition of
serfdom and greater freedom of labour.
Outcome: During a scuffle at the meeting

Wat Tyler was stabbed by the Lord Mayor
{William Walworth). Walworth subsequently had
Tyler dragged from hospital and beheaded.

AP revolution rating: A genuine uprising with
violence. Allowing your key player to get stabbed
was a bit silly, though. 62% (for the violence)

NAME: CUBA (1959)
Key Players: Fidel Castro and his brother Rail

- And Che Guevara.

Briefly: The Castro brothers didn't like the regime
of Fulgencio Batista and, after several attempts,

‘eventually raised an army to overthrow him.

Outcome: Batista’s dictatorial regime was

replaced by Castro’s dictatorial regime.

AP revolution rating: A great success which
hugely annoyed the Americans. And they all drive
the most amazing 1950s American cars. Pity no
one seems too happy about it except Castro and
his brother but, hey, it was their revolution. 3%

NAME: INDIAN
INDEPENDENCE (1947)

Key Players: Mohandas (‘Mahatma') Gandhi
Briefly: Gandhi led non-violent non-co-operation
against the British regime for 30 years.
Outcome: The British granted India its
independence in 1948.

AP revolution rating: Outstanding. 94%

NAME: THE INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION (1830
ONWARDS) (Just a moment. — Ed.)

Key Players: Newcomen, Watt, Compton,
Trevithick, et al

Briefly: The invention of the steam engine in
1830 led to rapid indusfrialisation and the
movement of population from rural areas to the
increasingly prosperous towns and cities. (No,
wait, aren't we drifting off the point a bit? — Ed.)
Outcome: Slums, rickets, pollution and
Manchester.

AP revolution rating: A staggeringly successful
revolution and one that really did revolutionise
things. Pity about the slums, rickets and pollution,
though. And Manchester, of course. 84%
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Marlon Brando: ;
Revolutionary in movi ‘

Rebelled in: India

Special Powers: Able to infuriate
oppressors by simply not doing what they
told him to.

Rebelled in: Every Latin American country.
(including Cuba)

Special Powers: Managed to get his picture

on every lefty poseur’'s study wall.

Rebelled in: Cuba
Special Powers: Mighty beard and cigar.

Rebelled in: France
Special Powers: Silly hats, the Guillotine,
garlic breath.
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Fidel Castro:

/ Revolutionary ily’

paradise.’
-

Rebelled in: Mexico

Special Powers: Able to remain completely
unknown except in the Marlon Brando movie.

Rebelled in: Russia

Special Powers: One of only three
socialists in history ever to have read the
works of Karl Marx.

Rebelled in: England
Special Powers: Being stabbed

Rebelled in: America
Special Powers: Writers of the mighty
Declaration Of Independence, a celebrated

document which doesn't really say anything.

LS OF

THE PEOPLE

I An iconic symbol of the revolution is, of course,

| essential. Spittle-spattered rhetoric is all very well

] and good but, at the end of the day, you need
some symbol of the workers' toil against

1 oppression to put on flags so all your easily-led
gun-toting dolts can wave them around at rallies.

i Chosing the right symbol of rebellion can make
the difference between a rebellion that fails

| straight away, and one that bacomes corrupt and

| bloated later on.

: HAMMER AND SICKLE - To represent industry

. and agriculture. It's fantastic, but unfortunately
I already been used.

GAS COOLED NUCLEAR REACTOR AND
COMBINE HARVESTER - To represent the
modern faces of industry and agriculture.
It's a neat idea, but we challenge you to fit it
on a flag.

CLENCHED FIST HOLDING AN AKA47 -
Once again good. Once again, overused.

PINEAPPLE AND MACHETE - To represent
agriculture, but also the workers’ willingness to
take up their farming implements to use as
weapons. Great for tropical countries, less
relevant for areas dedicated to farming
potatoes and beetroots.

Che Guavara:
Revolutionary

shot in a
school-room.

L

Benjamin Franklin:
Revolutionary in a wis.

AN INDOOR TOILET, CABLE TELEVISION AND |
A BOX OF CHICKEN McNUGGETS — Because |
it's good for the fighting spirits of the peasants to |
give them an idea of what life will be like after you |

HEQUE FROM THE BANCO
WRITTEN OUT TO YOU -

PULL-OUT
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AMIGA POWER GUIDE TO REVOLUTION AND INSURRECTION

' Viva El Presidente
Amigo Poweresso!

(“Start your own
revolution and cut out
the middle man”¥)

f you want to get yourself into the history
books, why not try our simple 12-step guide
to insurrection?

1 LIVE IN AN OPPRESSIVE
REGIME

Naturally, you're not going to win many supporters
around the world if you rebel against a benevolent
and easy-going regime. It might be necessary for
would-be revolutionaries to either, a) move to
another, less pleasant country or b) campaign on
behalf of those who would oppress us in order that
they might later be overthrown on the glorious day
of the revolution.

2 BE A POWER-MAD
LOONY

With a few notable exceptions, most revolutionaries
are monomaniacal psychopaths. For goodness

, get a grip on yourself. It's no good wanting to
ly change the world, you've got to want TO
LIT.

CHANGE YOUR NAME
You'll never get anywhere as plain old Viadimir
liyich Ulyanov, Ernesto Guevera de la Serna, or
Fidel Castro. You've got to be Lenin. Or Che
Guevara. Or, er, Fidel Castro. Damn.

4 GROW A BEARD OR
MOUSTACHE ;
Go for eriginality so that it can be named.

revolutionary girl — you'll think of

5 FIND AN IMF
POLITICAL B

All revolutionaries believe pass
something. All the really good rev
believe passionately in something ‘
understands and talk about it in confident tones at
revolutionary meetings. To those that
challenge them they say, “Pah, what do you know,
your mind is controlled by the [insert derogatory
name of oppressive regime here]. You will never
understand until your mind is free.” Then they
stroke their beards and affect a thoughtful, far
away look.

Top tip: do your research carefully and make sure
you pick a philosophy that contradicts the present
regime or you'll look a bit silly at rallies. “We
believe in freedom, equality, and justice for all,”
you cry.

“So does the government,” says a voice from the
back and everyone goes home for their tea.
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& FIND YOURSELF A
POWERFUL ALLY

Once you've got yourself a political stance, try to
find a government somewhere that agrees with you
and get them to sponsor your revolution. Beware of
deals that involve simply putting the country’s name
on your revolutionary uniforms and go for
something that involves weapons and advisors.
Fallowing the break-up of the Soviet Union it's a bit
tough for Communist rebels to find the sort of
support they used to be able to rely on, but the CIA
still has plenty of cash floating about if you fancy
trying to overthrow a communist regime. You could
probably persuade the CIA to help you overthrow
anyone - they haven't much to do these days.

7 INFLAME LOTS OF
EASILY-LED GUN-TOTING
DOLTS WITH YOUR FIERY
RHETORIC

Natch.

8 STORM THE WINTER
PALACE
Or other easily recognisable symbal of the

regime’s power.

9 SET UP THE NEW ORDER
Begin by placing all your friends in positions of
power and announcing free elections ‘soon’.

10 KILL YOUR FRIENDS

It's no good having all those loony revolutionary
types around you — you can't trust anyone who
helped to overthrow a government.

11 SURROUND YOURSELF
WITH OBEDIENT LACKEYS
Appoint yes-men into the positions of power and
move into the presidential palace.

12 CANCEL THE ELECTIONS
And proclaim yourself President For Life.

*Billy Bragg - Waiting For The Great Leap Forwards, Workers' Playtime, GO! DISCS (1988).

Injustice
Government crimes
Corruption
Refutation ﬂt!\uman righm

1/2 pineapple
1 mango
2 kiwi fruit

2 bananas

1 small bunch seedless grapes

(red or white)
2 passion fruit

1/2 litre orange juice

MAKE YOUR OWN
. MOLOTOV COCKTAIL

Peel and slice the pineapple, mango, Kiwi
fruit and bananas and chuck them into a
large bowl. Wash and halve the grapes and
chuck them in as well. Halve the passion
fruit and say, ‘Good lord, that's revolting,’
when you see what they look like inside.
Scoop out the goop and drop it into the bowl
with everything else. Pour the juice over the
fruit, cover the bowl with clingfilm and put
it in the fridge to chill.

Serve in small bowls with lashings of
double cream as a refreshing snack between
heavy bouts of insurgency and rebellion -
your people’s army will love it.


















mailto:steve@dcandy.demon.co.uk












mailto:bs4kmg@bath.ac.uk





















mailto:Jpalaste@freenet.hut.fi
mailto:7939F4EOOE8@TOWN6.ncl.ac.uk



mailto:bskmg@bath.ac.uk



mailto:ampower@futurenet.co.uk
mailto:billy@sang.demon.co.uk



mailto:c4pl@dmu.ac.uk






mailto:ampower@futurenet.co.uk


































	/Users/ken/Documents/Magazines/to_be_processed/AmigaPower/gaps/Amiga Power/Amiga Power Issue 59 (Mar 1996)/033.jpg
	/Users/ken/Documents/Magazines/to_be_processed/AmigaPower/gaps/Amiga Power/Amiga Power Issue 59 (Mar 1996)/035.jpg
	/Users/ken/Documents/Magazines/to_be_processed/AmigaPower/gaps/Amiga Power/Amiga Power Issue 59 (Mar 1996)/034.jpg
	/Users/ken/Documents/Magazines/to_be_processed/AmigaPower/gaps/Amiga Power/Amiga Power Issue 59 (Mar 1996)/036.jpg



